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Finder started in a little tiny apartment, and is now done in a much 
larger house. The series is dedicated to Michael. Love you. 


Sin-Eater started with Cat Boy, who wanted to know what happened 
after that. And after that. And after that. Thanks, Kitty. 


King of the Cats was inspired by the wildlife photography of Mitsuaki 
Iwago and the novel Mind of My Mind by Octavia Butler. 


Talisman is for the kid with the book, wherever and everywhere. 


INTRODUCTION............ Pomo... .8 


SIN-EATER...................... 10 
KING OF THE CAT$............... 390 
ТАМ5МАМ...................... 505 
NOTES.. 591 
GALLERY .. 631 


INTRODUCTION 


Carla Speed McNeil self-published Finder for fifteen years, including the stories 
that you, lucky person, are about to encounter. It took way too many of those 
years before | discovered it, but once I did, it became my stock answer to nearly 
anyone who asked me to recommend a comic that would satisfy their particular 
interests. You like crazy world-building science fiction? Have you tried Finder? 
Smart relationship dramas that acknowledge that relationships and sex are 
really complicated? Have a look at Finder. Adventure stories with stylistic flair 
and top-flight visual storytelling? Anthropological satire? Ultra-dense allusive 
responses to pop-culture overload? Comics that are, in a lot of ways, genuinely 
not like anything else you've ever read? Let me show you Finder. You can really 
start anywhere with it—the volumes are kind of modular—but maybe try Talisman 
if you're going to get just one. 

Pve lost track of how many times | slipped one Finder volume or another 
into a friend's hands, but more often than not I'd get a message а few days 
later that was something along the lines of “Wow. That was really not what | 
was expecting that story to be like. Where can | get more?” (The answer was 
“Well, if you can find a really well-stocked comic book store, you might find a 
volume or two around, or there's always mail-order.” So three cheers to Dark 
Horse for making this stuff more widely available.) 

McNeil is a cartoonist's cartoonist, the kind of artist that other comics 
professionals talk about with a little bit of awe. She's so much a master of 
character design that Finder's premise involves multiple clusters of characters 
who look almost exactly like each other, and she still manages to make it clear 
who's who at a glance. Over the course of “Sin-Eater,” you get to watch her alarm 
ingly rapid artistic evolution as she picks up cues from a handful of inspirations— 
Jaime and Gilbert Hernandez, Dave Sim and Gerhard, Hayao Miyazaki—tips 
her hat to them, then runs like wildfire into her own territory. She also thinks 
harder about storytelling than anybody else I've ever talked to, and as unusual 
as most of Finder's story structures (and stories-within-stories) are, they've got 
rock-solid architecture. You just have to take the time to investigate them. 

Which leads me to a bit of advice. If you're plunging into the world of Finder 
for the first time, the temptation is obviously to devour the book as fast as 
possible—to race through the book like a hellhound (or a Finder) is on your 
trail, flipping frantically between the story itself and the endnotes in which 
McNeil explains the dense web of invented and borrowed cultural traditions 
and extratextual references that make up the conceptual backdrop of almost 
every page. My advice is: don't. Don't even look at the endnotes your first time 
through. Read every page as slowly as you possibly can. This is a very big book 一 
you really don't have to read it all in one sitting, or even three or four. 


Finder plunks you down in a setting as alien as anything in our world, and a 
lot of the fun of it is the process of figuring out what's going on. McNeil's been 
known to describe the series as “Aboriginal Science Fiction,” which is a good way 
of putting it. If you see a person or object or gesture whose significance you can't 
immediately identify, pause for a moment. File it away in your memory. You're 
likely to see something else later that makes it make more sense. If you don't, 
there are always the endnotes, but those can wait for a second or third re-reading. 
(Trust me: you'll be coming back for those.) 

If, on the other hand, you're a veteran Finder reader, returning to the domed 
city of Anvard and the immaculately maintained attractions of Munkytown: welcome 
back. This brick of a volume is a good way to get a sense of the magnitude of 
what McNeil has invented. “Sin-Eater,” in retrospect, is an introduction to the 
characters and themes of the whole Finder series—just not the way it seems 
to be on a first reading. (We see that in miniature in its interlude, “Fight Scene,” 
originally written and drawn after the rest of this volume, and later expanded for 
its 2007 appearance in the Sin-Eater hardcover; it's about a conflict between 
a pair of badasses, but not the kind of tussle you'd expect.) “King of the Cats” 
is a pitch-black farce that moves away from the setting McNeil's established in 
the first story arc and makes Finder's culture-clash theme more explicit. 

And then there's “Talisman”—the section of this collection that | secretly 
wish were available as an oversized hardcover volume with hand-tooled leather 
covers and gilt edges, in part because it's great, in part because that would be 
formally appropriate, and in part because it would remind me that | really ought 
to keep it in my house. (I've lent way too many copies of the paperback to friends 
who appreciated it so much they never gave it back.) It's a story about a girl who 
falls in love with a book, and returns to it to find that it's something different 
from what she remembers. To say more would be too much for first-time readers. 

But I'll say one more thing to those fortunate enough to be reading McNeil's 
work for the first time: Finder is another story you can fall into, a story not just 
to enjoy once but to explore. Whatever obstacles have kept it from you since 
it began in 1995, the last of them has just been removed. Turn the page, in 
fact, and Ganesha, the remover of obstacles, will introduce you to the unlikely 
hero sleeping in his bowl. 


一 Douglas Wolk 


SIN-EATER 


FOR MICHAEL: 
WITHOUT МНОМ, ETC. 


PART ONE 


~ 5 я СНАРТЕК ОМЕ 
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3WANAAAH 一 


VDONNO YOR КАНЕ 
OR WEN YOURE. QUT —- But You KEEP 
HERE- - TUE HEAT A LONG 


1 CANT МАКЕ. 
YOU A PROPER 
OFFERING, ‘CAUSE 
\ DON'T KNOW 
WHAT YOUR, 


USUALLY WHILE (WAS LIVING IN 
ааа - THE BADLANDS | WAS UP AND 
ба ма ABOUT ONLY AFTER DARK. 
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THE HEAT OF THE DAY 
15 INCREDIBLE, ANO 
YOU LOSE MORE WATER, 
THAN YOU'LL EVER FIND. 
AT NIGHT, THOUGH, THE 
DESERT TAKES ON A 
| WEIRD NEON-BLOE GLOW 
AND EUERYTKNE WAKES 
ue. EVERYTHING, 
BIGGER, NASTIER 
CREATURES THAN YOUD 
TWINK UVE OUT HERE, 
AND МУ OWN Foouse - 
NE55 СОГ ME TOO 
Close TO ONE. 
STILL, | DID бег 
MIGHTY CLOSE то HER 
AND THOUGH SHE Gor 
HE PRETTY 600, 
SHE DIDN'T KILL ME, 
So (T WAS WORTH IT. 


BUT (WAS А MESS, 
АФ D STAYED SIX 
Щ MONTHS INSTEAD OF 
J SIKWEEKS ASI 
PLANNED . FELT UKE 
TIME TO DO Sone- 
THING ELSE. 

(FOUND MYSELF 

| CLOSE TO THE 
NORTHERN FOOTHILLS 

AND SOMETHING SAD, 

“60 SEE EMMA" 

So 1 WENT. 
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WHORESHIT YOU'RE. 
ABOUT AS INDIAN AS 
PRUNE. PoP-TARTS, YA 
TRENOY- А65 WANNA- 
BE WHITE BOY. 


“WANNABE. 


мисе Bot..." 1 L 


QOH BAY! WE Gor OURSELVES A FINE, 


FINE EXAHPLE or A CULTURE СОР 

HERE! GONNA SPARE THESE. NICE 

TOURISTS THE PAAUN OF BWIN’ WHA- 

ENER THEIR TRANSIENT UTTLE HEARTS 

сезсе AND бе A NOBLE FRIEND то 

TE DWELLERS IN THE WILDERNESS 
тоо? 


[ 


WHO EVER TOL You “неч FOU Age THE 
rue OF Ate LDORS 
INDIAN ENOUGH To BE ONE 7 DIDTA EVER 
STOP To Walk ıt MIGHT Nor ве 

FoR беде TO HANE To DRAG NT SACRED 
CEREMONIAL CLOTHING OR DNE THEIR SEN 
WH AL KINDS OF TIC САР JUST TD 
LOOK "INDIAN" ENOUGH To врбе ASS- 
HOLES Uke YOU „уно DON'T EVEN 


KNOW WHAT THEY'RE LOOKING ATT 
N $ 


AN HOw ABOUT You, 
BUWETAY? GOT TIME То Bow 
WITH YER (L'UNCLE AND А 
REEKING STRANGER 7 


къ TE But о 

аза 
мин ва 

= MONEYS 


мї ONUS ARE Өтсөєз 一 


СЕА) 


TIMES GONE BY, WE'D А STUCK UP FoR 1 


THE WARDEN, Now а GLAURIE, HE WAS 
A GOOD WARDEN ~ ONT MESS WH 

6009 @2N65% BUT KEPT MARKET RULES 
GOT THIS NEW KID, HE SHITS ON EV'- 
$0004 No МАПА WHAT АНА HAP?" 


То AD 6LAURE 一 
НЕ WASH WE DONT Know, 

WHISKEY TAUL NER 
“TH ONLY ONE OU ENOUGH 
(То KNOL WHO TH’ HELL 
NER TALEN ABOUT! 


WEU, WHAT f 
WAS HE'D пи. ВЕ ALVE AND 
WELL AND ЧОнрше OOF | 


= SAUL KNOWS SOME STUFF ~~~ 007 
WASAKATAC KNOWS ~ YOUR BLOODS FOLLOWING 
INTHE SECOND AIR, AND You DON'T НАМЕ. 
А FUCKIN’ CWE ~ GET OUT-- (00 CAN 
So You SHOUD — DON'T LISTEN WHEN 
AL HATS ТАМАМ" IS YER DICK -一 


7“ no ТО Н 
IUT NO PLACE FoR 420-651 
ВАК OUT o THS BURNT Роке — 


GET OUT -ovr— our — 


ч 
нен, бешу... HES 
BEEN Миш 
SINCE TWAT Per AGE 
ИГ HIM, BUT HE'S А good 
OU GUY USUALLY — 


пз NO PLACE кой 


HE LIKES OF You. 


~ fae меңг our 
ON А айын дг 一 
че PRAYED To TUE res 
SS 


27 


HOW OFTEN Ree! 
Mes HE WHO CAN 
PROPHESY 7 TEL? 


GEHOUD, FRIENDS! SYMBOL oF OUR 
CITY OF ANVARD AND BELINED CHICDREN'S 


HER SCULPTOR 15 UNKNOWN, BUT 15 Now 
URGEL BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN RAEL 


YEARS, THEY HAVE FERED FROM 
EXPOSURE To THE ELEMENTS 一 


HOW SO, Yoo ЗАМ? GUTH THE CATS раме 
TO Prater HER? WELL, FOUS, THIS (S 
BECAUSE OUR ANGEL ACTUALLY PREDATES 
“ME CONSTRUCTION OF THE DOME AND 
115 SUPPORT STRUCTURE! YES, SHES 
THAT OLD! 


Гат То WORRY, ows- SHE HAS me | 
FINEST RECONSTRUCTION CREW POSSIBLE 
To SEE To HER EVERY NEED, CHAIRED 
BY PROFESSOR BRIGID JANENSEN , ОҒ 
ANVARD'S PRESTIGIOUS DIURAS COLLEGE, 


س 
BIT OLDER STILL (5 THE COLUMN ON WHICH‏ 
SHE STANDS, NICH, ALONG WITH THE RUNS‏ 
YOU'LL SEE LATER ОМ OUR TOUR AND‏ 
THE FORTIRED LOOKOUT АТОР MOUNT‏ 


ано YOO SAW WHEN You CAME IN SICHT 
OF THE CITY, (5 PREHISTORIC, AND NO 
ONCLUSWE DATE OF CONSTRUCTION HAS 


BIER BEEN AGREED UPON. 


HOW OFTEN Ree! 
Mes HE WHO CAN 
PROPHESY 7 TEL? 


GEHOUD, FRIENDS! SYMBOL oF OUR 
CITY OF ANVARD AND BELINED CHICDREN'S 


HER SCULPTOR 15 UNKNOWN, BUT 15 Now 
URGEL BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN RAEL 


YEARS, THEY HAVE FERED FROM 
EXPOSURE To THE ELEMENTS 一 


HOW SO, Yoo ЗАМ? GUTH THE CATS раме 
TO Prater HER? WELL, FOUS, THIS (S 
BECAUSE OUR ANGEL ACTUALLY PREDATES 
“ME CONSTRUCTION OF THE DOME AND 
115 SUPPORT STRUCTURE! YES, SHES 
THAT OLD! 


Гат То WORRY, ows- SHE HAS me | 
FINEST RECONSTRUCTION CREW POSSIBLE 
To SEE To HER EVERY NEED, CHAIRED 
BY PROFESSOR BRIGID JANENSEN , ОҒ 
ANVARD'S PRESTIGIOUS DIURAS COLLEGE, 


س 
BIT OLDER STILL (5 THE COLUMN ON WHICH‏ 
SHE STANDS, NICH, ALONG WITH THE RUNS‏ 
YOU'LL SEE LATER ОМ OUR TOUR AND‏ 
THE FORTIRED LOOKOUT АТОР MOUNT‏ 


ано YOO SAW WHEN You CAME IN SICHT 
OF THE CITY, (5 PREHISTORIC, AND NO 
ONCLUSWE DATE OF CONSTRUCTION HAS 


BIER BEEN AGREED UPON. 


WHATEVER THEY ARE, THEY J THEY SEEM То stow UP NEAR AREA У q 
AREN'T REAL BIRDS. Met DONT à OF Wek RICA STAAR Se) gute 

ACT RIGHT. ITUNE THEY Соме /一 一 

FROM THE DOME ITSELF. 


30 


III ше 


ШІМ рали 


ШІ! 


MAJOR, 


m 


т 
нр THE OER PAR 


| 


一 
SURE, IT'S oN THE RED LINE. See, АШ. THE 
TRAFAC Roures ARE MARKED BY 
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П 
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ІШ 
ІМ 


| 


TN | Si 
ШӘ ЭШ 


ҮШ 
Ш 


ТІЛ ШТ) 用 N 5 Ина 


WHERE'S YOUR % 
LADY, соқ? / (0,2 
И ГТ е, 
ПІШІП АА 
Ш шау 


оң,нєш-„ыЕЧе |р NES, | GUESS. 

A ШТ OF... TROUBLE LATELY. ео 
WS... ONER, 1 NES, RED 

HIM Our То US AS А GUARD 
АМО ANTITHEPT, YOU KNOW? 
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SPEAKING OF win, У 
WHERE'S MAN-HANDLER? 


EHA да ) 
You MEAN ANN Ñ 
HANDLER, THE 

HEAD HONCHA= 


ШШ 


BEST VANTAGE POINT THERE 15. MAKES 


Моб Look AS IF You'Re ALWAYS 
LEANING, 
000ww! 


THEN 1 GUESS 
Чоо WON'T WANT 
НЕ то STAY LONG 
ENOUGH то Show 

You ебе 7 


HOW Do You FIND THESE ?JEEZ- 
AAH VISA бхр, DIME A Dozen -- ОН, 
WAIT, (75 607 А HoLOERAN OF А RACCOON) 
MAHAVIRA FiRST NATIONAL — WHO'D 
ENER THINK So МАМ DEFUNCT CREDIT 
CARDS WOULD STILL BE ОТ Heee 7 


AHH, Comector's, 
МАМА ~ Д 


DD You HAVE А 
Nice WANDERING? № 


[ars шіні, DEAR, 
COME ON Back INTO MY 
ЖООМ AND SHOW ME 
WHAT You've бог. 


EEE HEE HEE! CHILD, YOU'D Bere | 
NOT BE AL TALK WHEN ‹ FINALLY 
CALL Your BLUFF | 
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У“ бо TINK UM Здвер 
OF You BECAUSE YOURE 
NOT SEVENTEEN ? 


ДР” THAT'S ue eur You'Re Aus 
KI, богем эти Nor |) Жаеене ABOUT” HE DOESN'T seem _ 
CALUNG Your BLU || m 


( 
Mus. ду ML 


ITS WHAT MAKES 
HIM A MONSTER. 


BST TSA persons U 
THING BEmJEEN THEM. HER 
FRORITE CAME б "400 CAN'T бегі 
ONE UP ON ME" AND HIS 15 “HOW 
HOCH CAN i GET AWAY WH?" 
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AND THEN Чойи. SAY 
YOU KNEW HM WHEN, A 
RIGHT? 


IMEAN Че (6 ARROGANT... ЦЕ 15 SHAMELESS , IMMORAL, ANTi- 
Це SOCIAL, (RRESPONSIBLE ~. HES Too SUCK. HES So 
CHARMING, GUT HE'S CALLOUS, CUNNING, AND Too SELE- 
ASSURED, HE (5 DANGEROUS. HE HAS AN EXPLOSIVE 
TEMPER, AND SOMEDAY IT (S GOING то со OFF Bl6 
TIME. HE'S А ESYCHOPATH WAITING TO HAPPEN, AND 
SOMEDAY EVERYBODY WILL KNOW — - 


WELL, AGODD SET oF 
ENLEH STONES DEPENDS 
PARTLY ON Howl 


FOR CERTAN... 


ENDINGS. DRAWING 
INWARD 一 


SO-TIGERS ENE? 
TUS MUST ВЕ МУ MARS 
STONE. ACTWE, AGGRESSIVE, 
SOMETIMES DESTRUCTIVE... 


LUCE SIHBOL FOR SURE. 
FOSSIL FERN, TOO. 
THESE RIVER STONES НЧЕ) My UFE Stone. 


VERY SUTABLE STONE 
FOR MAGIC, FOR MYSTERY, 


HAA HA HM 


FINE STONE NES. DESIRE. 
FOR ИМЕ. 


36 


Paz: 


THESE TWO... 
WHICH 15 
YN Moon? 


OLD EMPIRE - SAME STUFF AS 
SEEN BETTER d = THE DOME, BUT 
DAYS ~ ( ü= (TS STABLE. 


| TATU Do. GUT THIS ONE, You CAN'T 
Ms 15 WHATS LEFT? LET ANNBON GET, CAWE бор ае ? 
А SILVER KNOWS WHERE ГО FIND 
MARK OF THe ANOTHER ONE. 175 THE 


N) 5 


NEWS -THS МЧ номе. STONE, 


AND LICHT PRECIOUS BEYOND 
er обет JN WORDS. 


jer “EM BACK INTO THEIR PREITY UME №0, No. PURE RESEARCH, ALL OF ENER KIND OF FORTUNETELUNG 
LEATHER BAG WHICH ı PID NOTICE THAT THIS. DONT FRET; | WON'T SEU THEM. THERE 15, YOUNE GOT A BOOK ON IT AND 
YOU WERE SWEET ENOUGH То MAKE МУ CUSTOMERS CAN MAKE Do WITH THE STUFF (г TAKES То Do IT. You 
Е Д | TELLIN’ ME You pon'r ACTUAUN ро 
ода SEF? reve ты TEL 
\ ME YURE NoT 
A A WITCH? 


| я 
Ш 


BUT AREN'T You боқи 
USE THEM? | air 
WHEN | бот EM ди BACK 
TO YOU THAT Ат LEAST (О 
GET MY FORTUNE. тор, 


ETHNOFOLKLORIST, LF YOU PLEASE. 
THis 5 МЧ RESEARCH. ІР CHARGING 
А FEE FOR DEMONSTRATING THE MANY 
FORMS OF ОМНАТОМ FURTHERS THAT 
RESEARCH, THEN THATS WHAT 10. 


m 
"АИ А 
= 23 С Е: 
Ç: ЗА 
| Жұл E : 

= es Е ё 65% 
ge, = e 24 

( > $ > 

4 s == 

$ (2 МА `2 


THE REST 15 SETTING, LOOKS To 
IMPRESS MY CUSTOMERS, WHO COME ТО 


BUY МАНЕ STRAWS, TAROT CARDS, 
LEAF TEA, LEAD. 


SELENE - SELL -UN-Nee 
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“Books, MUSIC, MISCELLANY." THERES 
А LOTTA MISCELLANEOUS STUFF IN 


How 01р You HERE ‚BUT ОҢЫ ONE MGS SELENE 


GUESS 


1T5 A HOLDOVER, FROM WHEN 
IT WAS LEGAL, ISN'T (т? HIDING, 
PUTTING THINGS IN CODE. 


WHAT You 
DO... НАГ You 
бр“... A FORM OF 
DIVINATION. 


A FINDER, AND THAT USED 
To MEAN А ст MORE 
THAN (Г DOES TODAY. 


KEEP HN EYE ON (Г. 


к THINK HES SUCH т | 
IBLE. PERSON, WAY Do You IF HERES A WASP IN À k 
LET HIM HANG AROUND? THE ROOM, ı Op то 4 кө š 


“юйге Went роб, 
НАР." САМ ( LEAVE tT 


RAWHIDE, BUT YES, 
15 THE STOLEN 
FLESH OF ONE OF WR 
ANIMAL BRETHREN , 
WHICH 1 NOT ONLY 
KILLED Буг ATE. 


WHAT 
ABOUT т? 


кне ANIMALS 
IS ILLEGAL-- 
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DON'T FREAK OUT, 6016. 
WHAT'S DONE 15 DONE, 
RIGHT? 


CAUGHT YOUR ACT 
DOWN Ат THE FREE 


RETURN THE DEAD 
TOTHE SL, RIGHT? 


(ки 


È 


SEEN 


Din! 
д 


| 


КЕ ee 
үг Down МЕ ЈАМЕ Е 


To RETORN ir To тіс 1 


"SEA, Bere? 


~ = 


qe: 


N 
Ç 
Е 


AINT No SUCH THING 
AS INDIGENOUS „ITAU 
COMES Down To FUSE 
AND Stove ONER 
TERRITORY, 


IT'S AN ASSOCIATION FoR 
THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLE. UM SURE Yolu. WANT 
TO Stow YOUR SUPORT oF 
THER RECLAIMING THER LAND, 
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Hee Hee 

Hee ~ Noo, No, 
CAN'T іт А MEMBER 
OF THE FAIR Sex f 


ONLY 50 


E Рем 
PEOPLE. 
[622 қ 


BESIDES, (F | BEAT THe. 
HELL OUT oF You Now, 
(tLe BE WEEKS BEFORE. 
1еєт PMO FOR THAT 
PLASTIC, MAN-HANDLER— 


== 


== 


МАМ CITIZENS OF Адар 
/ TRAVERSE THE COTY ALL THEIR. 
UNES WHO EVER тоне 

| THE GROND. ғошы Black 

| EARTH ожар UP east 

人 HARICMRE BUILDING 
Er TOHE Мар кмек OVERLOK.. 


KFOINT 28---5Е-Е-РАСЕР WALKING То) 


“BEHOLO THE GREAT МАО RIVER! aR 
AT LEAST (TS (МАСЕ. ON VIDEO, AS 175 
NOT ADVISED TO GET 760 CBE ТО 
THE WATER. MANY RIVERS HAVE BEEN 
CALLED "RED BUT AS YOU CAN SURELY 
SEE, NONE HAIE EVER BEEN SO 
EMINENTLY QUALIFIED. 


ING TOR CHECKPOINT 29.... SELF- PI 


iS 


if 


^ Но MANY RIVERS IN MYTH AND IN 
HISTORY HANE BEEN SAID TO RUN 
RED WITH BLOOD? WITH WHOSE Blood 
DOES OUR MIGHTY DELTA RUN, TO 
ONE IT SXH A UMD TINGE?“ 


“THE SEAS А ИМЕЕМ LADY, 
ЧЕ Чо) PLAY IN HER. IF YOU PLAY 
WITH Нее, Ste ıs A BITCH!" 


THIS 15 ARATE STATION 622. BRINGING 
YOU THE HOURLY NIGHTUFE- HAZARD 
SPOT REPORT, COVERING Ай. THRN-TWO 
BOROUGHS OF THE сату. 

UPPER AND LOWER ANENTINE ARE 
QUIET BUC TENSE- SNOB HULS JUST 
SIREN’ ONER WITH RENT-A-Cop5 
LOOKIN! FOR RASes—" 


У CHYERNY HAS AN UNUSUAL AMOUNT 
OF Foot TRAFAC TONIGHT, DRECTLY 
RESULTING FROM HIGH TIDE IN SWINE 
LAGOON, BE-TIHE STANDING ON ALL 
MAJOR STREETS AND WALKWAYS, So 
WE'RE WATCAIN' CLOSE FOR ТИЕ. 
INEVITABLE RIOTING AS FUMES Ево 
“THE RNER DO WHAT THEY Do BEST" 


“TOURIST SAM-pACIC AT BAEDEKERS, 
30 STEER CLEAR OR 94 600 ВЕ. 
PHOTOGRAPHED. ENER SINCE THS CWS 
WAS PUT ON THE СМС WALKING TOUR. 


“一 PRET QUIET ALL THROUGH (CERIUM. 
SUCHT VEHICULAR DETOUR AROUND А 
GANG RUMBLE BETWEEN HARSKAE 
AND А SANG oF RUSALKAS NEW TO 
THE Фо, COUPLE STREET FESTS 
WARMING UP FOR LAESKE RUNNING 
SEASON 2" 


"CHEMICAL AU FROM LOCAL FAST 
FOOD HAS EMPTIED OUT HOST OF TORAN. 
THE ARENA HOWEVER „Is STIL вон" 
STRONG AS ALWAYS, SO (Е YouNE от 

A SEAL SUIT OR THE CASH FOR А 
SURROGATE, Come ON Down!” 


l 
ШЕ 2 
li | Ill 
жады И 


“一 DowN IN GULLAMINGLA WE HAIE 
А SPECTACULAR. BAR FIGHT TAKING 
PLACE IN THE ecp5FEAST TAVERN 
175 PRESUMED То ВЕ. OVER А WOMAN 
BOT THIS IS UNCONFIRMED — OVER 
THREE THOISAND HOURS OF DAMAGE 
WANE ALREADY BEEN DONE —" 
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ul 
| 


ЇЙ 
Шү 


7 MRS CROSVENOR 5 COME QUICK, COME 
J MRS. GROSVENOR-—. 


QUICK ~ вор, в nons, se Hore! — 
THE MoN5TERS HURT BAD/ 


2 


—[Vo 


IN THE KITCHEN, SON, Мог 
ON THE CARPET ~ 
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CHRIST AND KRISHNA, 
KID, How Do Чао сет 
Yo0RSELE 


CHAPTER TWO 


49 


Boy, You THREE. ARE OOH, WELL , WHAT YA DAMN RIGHT 1 WOULD, 
FULLA RED PEPPER, GONNA Do ABOUT iT? LE 1 THOUGHT You 
TODAY, AIN'T CHA 7 SPANK МЕ 2 NEEDED iT! 
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BETTER, MAKE IT 


BUS рот APPROACH. 


YEAH... | ALWAYS 
DID BOUNCE BACK 
QUICK. 


1 DECLARE, (TS AMAZING HOW 
А 6000 NIGHTS SLEEP CAN BRING 
UP YOUR COLOR. 


YOU'RE RAISING 


“НАНА 


ADRAGON, EMMA. 


НЕЕ ЦЕЕ 


оно =] 
цеди No, No. 176 A PHASE, BELIEVE 


IT OR NOT, SHES STIL А VIRGIN, 
AND SHES TESTING THE WATERS . 
DOING “DANGEROUS “ THINGS, 

You KNow 7 


ЕУ, ма г 


(CAN'T HELP BUT WORRY ABOUT 
You, BUT 1 DON'T KNOW иж... YOU 
AUJAYS COME (N LOOKING UKE 
SOMETHING EVEN AN EMERGENCY 
ROOM COULDN'T HANDLE, ВОГ WHEN 
A WASH YOU OFF (T'S NEVER AS 

BAD AS (0 IMAGED... 


MMe... STILL... Г ИКЕ YOU To STAY 
A. UM. FEW DAYS, HOWEVER LONG 
You WANT... REAUY... TIL KNOW 
You'Re OKAY... 


MM— Now —~ 
"М SURE You'Re 
JUST STARNED oF 
FEMALE COMPANY — 


BUT A FULL- BLOWN WOMAN 15 LOVELY Too ... AND AN OLD 


ALTHOUGH \ EXPECT му GIRL 
RACHEL'S MORE YOUR TASTE. 


ANOUNG GIRL JUST OUT OF HER CHANGE 15 BEAUTIFUL... У 


МУ REPUTATIONS GETTING 
OUT OF HAND. 
САМ 1 HELP IT LE THE 


ONLY WONEN who Ever. 
MAKE PASES 


Mmm... МА YOUR 
DAUGHTERS ВЕ МАМУ 


5 МАУ YOUR SONS BE MANY 
AND STRONG AND UGLY 
AND YOUR DAUGHTERS BE 

FEW AND LOVELY” 


Now REAWY, YA Чоомб FIRE Hose - 
LEOTTA 60 WASTE. wiu You 


AW, FER- AS IF 1 COULDN'T TAKE 
CARE OF HER —SHES UKE ЧУ 


SISTER WELL, ц You WERE 


"|| 


[| 
| 


ІШІ 


ШІ 


р 
Е 
ММА ОВА тине йур 


HAVE THE NERVE То Look 
SURPRISED You'p MISSED 
W THINGS — 


N 


ШІ | || 


ІП 


| 


|| 


m | 


|| 

ҮШІ ET Eee: 

ШІНШІ DEATH TOLL INCLUDES LesTER 
| 


OFF DUTY INA FINE-LENEL FALL 


I FROM THE SODSFEAST тАчеен. 
ШІМ HE WAS печ-оке 一 一 


SOMETIMES “М JUST NOT 
SURE WHAT You NEED 


| 


| 
H 
al 


ІШІ. 
ІШ INN) 


No, NOT YET 

(Ц. SWAP ow 
WEIRDOS FOR 
NEW, FoR Now! 


WELCOME. EVEN FULL SCHOLAR- 
SUPS DON'T PROVIDE THAT 
MUCH FOOD MONEY . 


NEVER UNDERESTIMATE HE 
ENTERTANMENT VALUE ос 


7 THREE? бор “Ч vq 00 You, 
ANN WAY? Қалия; 
NogtwTY OR NOT, 
ISN'T (Г SELF- 


AT ISNT AS (Е НЕ HASN'T PRENENTED THAT 
SORT of THING. QUITE WELL, IN FACT. BUT 
SUCH A LARGE ANIMAL IS А CROWD DRAW, 
AND WEINE HAD А LOT MORE FRINGE 
TPES SINCE WE RED ММ. 


| THAT You YouRseL ARE 


Tau BIZARROS HANE 
TRED То GET IN Touck 
WITH You THROUGH US . 


1 CANT BE ботнеаєр WITH 
SUCH FOOUSHNESS. NOR, ı 
PRESUME, CAN YOU. Аве (ou 
REFUSING HuERs нас? y 


~ AND You CAN'T DENY 


ASOURCE OF CURIOSITY . 
a 


HEN, Wios Al, TAS THERE'S ALSO A THIRD, 
145 итте. (S TINGKO. Конот. HES Му СТЕК. 

sn? 1 ом || соме «N, REASON Fog HIRING HOGER 
коз You f su ве. OUT. HULGER'S A RECENT 

шо Two! /Í ADDITION, АМО THEN TWO 


HAVEN'T SETTLED wos 
To BE то? САТ. 


MY ULUHAKA- МЧ FOUR- LEGGED 
ONES- ARE NOT MY PETS. HULGER 15 
MY GRANDMOTHER'S BROTHER. Конот 
15 MY Cousi. AND JINGKO 一 


JINEKO 15 


— ен 
TER 


o? 


OR 15 ст TUST THAT YOURE So BRILIANT 
THAT You JUST SUCKED THE INSTITUTION 
DRY OF KNOWLEDGE IN HALF THE TIME, 
ANO Now You've GOT Ко REASON ENER, 
To ec ga? 


е ТА 
ЛІ | 
| 


ДІ 
и! 


"я DEEPLY CONCERNED Agout Your 
МЕТИ wen им EMPATA] лего 
COMMON PERCEPTION се Tue DETERICR- 
Cee ATION or Your GENERAL APPEARANCE. 
er LIKE ггоок | | Амр PRESUMABLY Зичидещ оейаемг 
UKE | FEEL HEALTH! AAAGH! 
= 


GooD. 
So 6000. 


ике. You Ook 
UKE You FEEL 


= 


оном WEREN'T YOU AFRAID, 5 ARE You 
UTTE LAMBS, DOWN THERE. т KIDDIN6? 
IN ALL THAT DARK?" This MES? THIS IS А 
AR CREAT Movie. 


Че HAVE Au SINNED YEASS~ Bur WHICH өне 
OF You CAN SAY AS | CAN SAY THAT YOU DROVE A 
боор MAN то MURDER~CJOGHA~ CASE 1 
КЕРГ A-HOUNDIN' HIM FoR PERFUME AND 
CLOTHES AND FACE PAT -0000АҢн— ANAD 
HE SLEW TNO HUMAN BEINGS AND не. 
соме. То ME AND SAID TAKE THIS MONEY 
AND BoY YOURSELF THE CLOTHES AND THE PAINT 
一 Br BRETHREN — BROTHERN —THATS WHERE 
THE LORD STEPPED N — 


2 


pipa de айсы Ñ (ORS COME AND TAKE WM AWAY, 
Ener (У е” АКО He's то DIE. WHILE HE'S IN 
р TEST W TAIL TUS OTHER МАМ, оно PREYS 
| Е ON SADLONELI WOMEN , FINDS OUT 
Be ABOUT ALL THIS AND AS SOON AS 
Ж TUE DAD (5 DEAD SETS OFF To 
5 GET THAT MONEY. 

NOW THIS MAN, HES A PREACHER, 
BUT HES CRAZY HE LOOKS AT A 
WOMAN, He SEES A DEVIL. 

HE GOES То 746 WOMAN, THE 
MOTHER, AND WORMS HIS WAY 
кто HER, BUT MARRY HER OR NT 
HE WONT TOUCH HER. HE JUST WORS 
ON HER , SHARPENS HER SORROW 
AND биг. 

AND THE SON SEES THROUGH ИМ. 
AND So HE TURNS MOTHER AAuST 
HER SON. THE UTTLE ONE SHES 
Тоо итге. To SEE HIM Fat NAT 
HE IS. SHE WANTS A DADDY, 


irs 
HARD TIMES, 
THESE Two Kips, 
THEIR DADDY бот" 
DESPERATE. AND STOLE A BUNCHA 
MONEY, KNOWING HE COULDN'T GET 
AWAY, HE HIDES IT WITH Не Kt05 
AND MAKES THEM SWEAR ON THEIR 
COMMON BLOOD Not To ТЕЦ. g 


So THE WOMAN Comes To see W So (VOW тие BOY HAS To RIN 
AWAY WITH HIS SISTER, Now HIS 


“THAT THE PREACHER MAN'S А RATTLE- 

SNAKE ‚AND HE KIUS HER AND ITS ONLY Blood, DOWN THE RWER 

CLEAR SHE THINKS SHES EARNED Т. | ROAD, ALONE UNDER THAT BONE 
MOON, WITH THAT TWIST-HEAD 


No, кр. ой-ощ. 

(CANT WATCH TAS, | THING Like You, 
AND Yoo GET THE 
SQUEALS OVER 


WOULD IT HELP You 
TO КҚО THAT ITAU 
ENDS (N A SICKENINELY. 
HARRY, CATHARTIC WAY 7 


NO. SHIT UKE THIS HAPPENS ENERY 
DAY. 180 CHANCE тота ONER IT, t 
CAN TRY TO DO SOMETHNG ABOUT 
IT. 4 DON'T WANNA THINK ABOUT 
т єт ANT REAL. 


u N, 
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“THIS TIME THE GROUND (TSELF HAD REARED UP AND 
DESTROYED WHAT WAS HIS. 
“LOOK HERE,’ IT SAID. ‘You AIN'T MORE'N A BUE T ME... 
YOU GAVE UP MOST EVERYTHING тво A-ROVING HOME, 
FRIENDS, WIFELY COMFORTS, JUST To BE FREE. 
"weit, Ной (Ме. TOOK THE REST AND YouR FREEDOM'S А 
DRUNKARD'S DREAM, ‘CAUSE. Е 


“SECH WE 


THE GROUND WHISPERED 
То HIM AND MACAUSTAIRE 
WAS INCUNED To TAKE 

IT PERSONAL." 


= q 
[ мама“ SHE SEES іс; бот әне 
SEES DOESN'T BELIEVE IT. SHE 
IT JUST THINKS You WEREN'T 
EVER REAUN HURT BAD. 
BUT YoU WERE. 
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IT'S IST He 
WAN САМ, 
MARGE, 


1F 1 DON’T 
GET HURT, 
115 Worse 

FOR ME. 


7 


Вот 1 DON'T THAT'S TUST WHAT 
WANT You To BE DADDY USED To SAY. 
AFRAID OF МЕ. \ THAT He DIDN'T 
\ WANT US To 


BUT MAMA 
SAYS НЕ DID 
REAUY , 


LITTLE SISTER 
(5 DEVELOPING QUTE 
THE DRAMATIC 


Toug tu. TELL Nou, 

NLLTAKE HER DRAMAS 

WER RRRACHEL'S ДМ 
ANY DAY. 


Nor To MENTION 
TOME CRACKED RIBS, 
MULTIPLE LACERATIONS , 
AND A Few LOST Тесті? JX 


F WOUD YOU села 7 еңі ENOUGH To TAKE 
TOLD Мод (TOOK PICTURES MORE OF You AS You 


OF You AFTER MOM ARE TODAY FOR 
WENT TOBED? А comparison. 


У GIRL, THE басак! ARMY 
WY HAS TIME-LAPSE MONES oF 
ME DOING WHAT AIN'T ANYTHING 
SPECIAL To ME, LL 60 бег 
МХ Cortes, WEL RUN ‘EM 
BACKWARDS, LOADS O' LAUGHS. 


63 


THOSE DAMNED (F-DEER! 

(SPEND TWENTY WEEKS WORKING ON 
THS SPREAD, AND JUST As Ме FINALLY 
COAXED THE ROSES INTO BLOOM , THOSE 
FENDO THINGS ATE ALL OF THE BUDS / 


DO 15 FIND SOMEBODY WHO CAN 


HELL DID BRIGHAM DO 
ТО THAT KID TO MAKE 
HER So FUNCHY 7 
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THANKS, HONEY, Now AU. 1 Gorra | 


weg- 
MAIN AOR, 
ENERN BODY 


WHEREVER You DON'T 
WANT THEM To 60. 
Au DEER 
HATE THAT. 


ЖҮЛ 


Г Wo, Мо, егіггхе . (MEAN UNE 
TOBACCO PLANTS, WHO'D KNOW 7 
JUST ANOTHER BIG BROAD-LEAFED 
ORNA MENTAL PLANT. 


Sl 
AND (tS WHAT, 
DEER REPELLANT? 


(T WASN'T 
JUST 
TO HER. 
MPA 
) 


МА 
C= 
7 


Ё тє JUST HARDER FoR 
MARCELA To ЧЕТ 60 OF, 
SINCE SHE WAS BORN 


TO (T. 175 THE ONLY LIFE 
SHE KNEW. 


“WE WERE име 
IN A WAR ZONE 
НЕ TOLD US THAT 
re “175 SO EASY To ВЕ. 
WHAT REASON. AFRAID WHEN You 


DID LHANE To HAVE CHILDREN. 
DISBELIENE 


нм? 


“BRIG PAM... 
CULNENER Know 
WHEN HE STARTED 

NEEDING OUR FEAR... 


У FEEDING IT, 


“HE WAS A CAPTAIN, 
AFTER ALL. HE KNEW 
WHAT WAS GOING ON. 
REALLY бое oN. 
HE ALWAYS LET US 
KNOW WE WERE 
HEARING PRIVILEGED 
INFORMATION. 


“BIT BY BIT HE 
WHITTLED AWAY 


OUR FREEDOM. 
"FIRST (75 DON'T 60 OUT ALONE AT мег 


LOUK Your DOR. 
TEN IT'S DON'T бо our AT NIGHT AT ALL, 
Woe YOUR Door DRING THE DAY Too. 

“THEN (r$ SLEEP IN HE MARBLE BATHTUB, 
INCASE SOMEONE SHOOTS THROUGH 
THE WALLS OF THE HOUSE. 

DON'T 60 OUT EVEN IN DAVUGHT WITHOUT 
AN ARMED EScoRT— BRIG, OF COURSE, 


5 ше, "RACHEL... SUCH A 

SINCE HE DIDN'T TRUST WE MER = UTTLE GIRL. 

SOWIERS OR OFFICERS ANYMORE. RES: MAKING CROWNS 
“BUT HE WOULDN'T TAKE US -i 


\ AND NECKLACES 
йы: OUTOF SPENT 
AWAN FROM THE. Ñ < 


“NEVER DID ANYTHING 
NERTIY THREATENING, 
“BUT EVERYTHING НЕ DID 
WAS CALCULATED To MAKE 
US AFRAID, So WE'D cun 


TO OUR ONLY PROTEEHR,, 


“THE DANGER WAS reaL, AT First... 
IT MUST HAVE BEEN THAT BATTLE 
ZONE 15 IN NEWS в, `. 
BUT BY THE TIME | LEFT НЕМ, | FOUND 
THAT THE FIGHTING HAD BEEN 
ONER FoR FOUR YEARS.“ 
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ULL NOT FORGET MY ENEN NOW —JHEN ЧОО CAMEIN WHN DION'T You Y COULD 7 
TRIP OUT VERY SOON... HERE LAST NIGHT LOOKING HALE Psd 5 жене Bode, 
ORHAN LIFE WITH HIMA. KILEO — EVEN THou6A КМО 4 WEREN'T AN OFFICER. 
y HE'S IN A MIUTARY PRISON ı NOV WERE TUST A KID, AND ON 
[ ‘STILL THOUGHT IT MUST HAVE А CONWCT BILLET AT THAT. 
BEEN BRIG WHO'D BEATEN 
You So TERRIBU 一 


T NORMAL со Чечек, 7 

ARE You | BLOW My CNER BUT 

ооненоме | MARGE ISN'T | 
5 BREATHING. 


BESIDES, You WERE INTHE VA 
HOSPITAL FOR So LONG, WE NEVER 
ENEN KNEW WHEN You бот OUT. 

AND THEN, How 
Cou WE HAVE. 
FOUND You? 


WHEN DID You 
WAKE uf, 
ANYWAY 7 


ІШ ҮШ 


ЛЕ YOU'RE GOING TO ВЕ 


(TS Nor 4647 You HAVE ANY 


= 


e 
| x | 


| 


“ғам. оғ THE YEAR ЖҰЛТ | "How LONE were You 
(МЕ You 60%... р | соната 7 
HURT MY HEAD. YOU | 1 yz » “ELEVEN MONTES . 
KNOW WHAT (r TAKES ad К HANGE IT WAS Аш WE 
EA š > L ; + JUNK THEN MUST VE 

Ба HORE МЕ. ШП КШ) ү 0 BEEN PUTTING INTO МЕ, 
LOON'T KNow way, // WR, > LDON'T KNOW." 

BUT 1 DIDN'T COME. BACK ‘ 

OUT OF (T. THE DAMAGE £ 
HEALED, BuT DON'T DONT кеге Звемке- 
WAKE ОР. МЕН ON UFE SUPPORT 


GODDAMN ARMY / {ут у “4, کا‎ = ÓN MORE THAN Six weegs," 
DOCTORS .... “ 


“BUT ARMY HOSPLTALS 


"Wat's TRUE, THEN DON'T: 
THEN TURNED \т ALL OFF, 
АМО ı DIDN'T DIE. 

THEN PUMPED ME FULL 


“оом? HANE ANY VISIONS, 
ЕНЕВ. DIDN'T SEE ANY 
GHOSTS, OR BUNONG 


5 ү қ ПОТУ, OR бо ол oF 
OF METAEOUC POISONS, ( 
AND (КЕРТ CHUGCIN' MN Body, oR ANYTHING. 
ALONG. 


SS NOTHING AT ALL. 
UDION'T DIE, / 
N 


“WHAT Woke You ue?" 
THEY STOPPED FEEDING 
Ме... 
Е Î AFTER A WUE THAT 
ӨўО‹е$ .. (0 BEG ‘EM Б < 2 607 МЕ OUT OF ВЕР. 
FOR WATER, Eur iT 2 
WAS UKE IN DREAMS, ран АКО А WHILE AFTER 
WHERE You CAN'T TALK, 22 - Pr THAT | WOKE ОР," 
де. IF You CAN, You 4 / 
CAN'T SPEAK ANY | 


LANGUAGE PEOPLE 
UNDERSTAND... " 


2 "м 
Nor KNOWING шы 
WHAT To 00 


NEXT, GIRL 


uwa Sd 
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CHAPTER THREE 


GETTHE FUCK J-3US' WAT- DONT 
Wir PANIC! Keep STIL и 
OF THERE 4 eerie! у 


ТТА 


| 
ШШ | 
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YoU DONT SEEM то 
REAUZE THESE ARE 
REAL PREDATORS / 
HANE You EVER SEEN 
AN ANIMAL MAULING 7 


Look, TERKY, 1 DONT 
KNOW WHAT KINDA CRAZED 


] | Buster, You Dont seem 


To REALIZE MAT HERE'S THATS 
A BING DIFFERENCE ANO 
BETWEEN WILD ANIMALS THNG’ 
AND THESE BORED, FAT 

Z00- BRED VEGETABLES. 


Run) 


YOU COULD ВЕ 
CARRYING бор KNOWS 
WHAT VIRUSES / THOSE 
ANIMALS ARE RARE AND 
HARD To BREED AND 
VERY SUSCEPTIBLE 一 


2--< 


DAN! 


HEY, MAN, MAKE UP 
YOUR MIND — = 


To ME, OR AMT A 


AN 


OKA OKAY, FINE Г’ xo meree мот: У Хх 
BUT MAN, YOU'VE бот THEY'RE BORED (хм 
—— yy (~ 
> : 


S 


JUST YESTERDAY SoME 
GADDAMN TOURIST бот THE 


CRAP STOMPED OUT OF ЕР. 
To A 


WAUUN' UP 


RAN- DEER ~ 


HEN, | NEVER SAID SUBURBAN- WHAT UM SAVIN Is, IT TAKES Мове. 
Тед CANT FIGHT BACK. L THAN ClAWS, TEETH, OR EVEN 
WOULDNT GET BETWEEN THEM INSTINCT To MAKE А PREDATOR . 


МУ THEIR REMOTE CONTROLS . 
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У iwa 


ARE THEY А DANGER 


iT DOESN'T MATTER -| 
THE 2005 CLOSED, Yode 


DANGER To THEM 7 


/ > 


一 TRYINA TAKE А PICTURE WITH 

IT FER CHRISSAKES -SO INSTEAD 
OF тешн' HER SHE'S A MORON WHO 
СОТ OFF LIGHT WITH JUST STITCHES, 
AN A CONCUSSION ‚THE CLTY'S SOTTA 
HUNT THE ANIMAL DOWN AND KILL (77 
UKE THEYU ACTUALY AND THe 

EXACT SAME Deen — 


OPPORTONISTS, CAN'T АР 
то MISS A CHANCE. 


AN Looks LIKE YER HERES YOUR 
H — YEAR GONNA BE LATER. PROBLEM REACH 
WoN T START, LEMME TAKE A OK- IN HERE 一 
AND ГМ LATE V USETA WORK oN 
THESE THINGS. 


WAN THE HELL DOWN r DAMNEDEST THING, Too — 

IN THERE. ITS A yet NENN THIS HEAP STARTED UP Just 
LOOSE WIRE. | FINE WHEN | DROVE IT HERE 
бот ir? YESTERDAY. 


5CHMUCK/ ДОМЕ LUCKY 


ONT RUN You How 
OVER FOR 6000 COULD Y» 
MEASURE / be So 
T STUPID? 2 
ШІ / 
1 ә. 
Д | Al he М < 
b EN 
| gan || > = 
7 
~ AAMYY-. 
NS 


AND CHILD WHO STRONGLY RESEMBLED HIS 
OWN FAMILY. CURIOS, HER OLDER 
SON WAS UNHARMED. (N THE 
STALKERS OWN WORDS-" ARE 1 
YOU CRAZY 7 | HAVE қо Son!" / 
— ЯШ 


DAYS HAVE RUN — 
BUT I AM А WOMAN WRONEED, 
AND ! NEED A CHAM- PI - oy | 


на 
С ALONE WITH MN THOUGHTS THis EVE-NING 
UWALKED ON THE BANKS об TINE 一 | ~ 
2 WONDERED How 1 COULD WIN YOU 一 

É OR IF | COULD MAKE You MINE —4 


1 MEAN WHAT THE HELL MAY бє SHE WANS То 
Ам £ SUPPOSED To Do 


SOLNE HER OWN DAMN 
ABOUT (т 77 PROBLEMS... Мог MY 
WHEN THE HELL DID FAULT SHE DON'T EVEN 


THS BECOME MY PROBLEM? KNOW SHE'S IN DANGER... 


PAINWRICH 


їй 


DRACON HOUR 
T° 


RAT HOUR 
DAN ЗН ЕТ AND 
MIDNIGHT SAFT 


IT WAS CLOSED, 
BUT NOT LOCKED, 
So | WENT IN. 


ITS BEEN AGES 
SINCE ( Ser Foor 
IN THIS WEIRD 

OLD BARN. 


“THE PAINWRIGHT GALLERY." 
MUSEUM OF PAIN. EVERY- 

THING FROM PAPER curs TO 

THE DEATH OF A THOUSAND CUTS, 


IF 175 To ро wit 
PAIN, ITS IN HERE 


та 
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IMPERSONAL / | 

Bureaucratic 
PERSON AL — 

FAMILN/FRIENDS 


Моке up 
SHE WAS 
D. 


ES 
FEEL 50 STURD, 
5964 AND 


IHANE A 
QUESTION. 


FIRST | WANT TO 
SEE THE TESTAMENT 
OF EMMA MARLENA 
GROSVENOR 


THE WORST THE DEATH 
THING THAT EVER ОР МЧ 
HAPPENED TO МЕ. FATHER. 
AND THE THING "М 
Мобт AFRAID OF 


THERE WERE ABOUT А 
MILLION UTTLE WARS WAITING. 
TO HAPPEN BETWEEN ME 

AND МЧ FATHER. 
1 АТ LEAST KNEW) 
TWAT IF EITHER OF US 
ENER LET ONE HARSH 
WORD SUP OR RAISED 
A HAND iN ANGER 
THAT THE BOME 
WOULD Go OFF AND 
ONE OF US WOULD 


THE OLDER | Gor 
THE MORE ПМЕ 1 
SPENT IN THE Woods, 


ONE WINTER 1 WAS 

GONE ABOUT FOUR MONTES, 

WHEN бот BACK HE WAS 
ALREADY BURIED. 


UP ти THEN 
SOMEHOW ı STILL 
BELIEVED THAT 
‘SOMEDAY HE'D TELL 
Ме EVERYTHING. 
I WAS 
WAITING... 


L HARON KNEW 
WHAT FOR 


THE LESS UEM iT 
SEEMED THAT IT 
WOULD BE МЕ. 


HE WAS Nor 
MUCH FOR TALE 
ENEN WHEN HE 
WASN'T DRONE, 
AND | FOR MY 
PART DIDNT ASK 
HIM QUESTIONS 


1 USED THE LAST 
NAME AYERS ALL 
THROUGH SCHOOL AND 
THE MILITARY ‘CAUSE 
HATS THE NAME THAT 
SHOWED UP ON МЧ 
FATHER'S MAIL 
HOST OPTEN 


1 GUESS A SCREAMIN' 
BRAT WASNT MUCH OF A 
TRADE FOR A МИРЕ. 
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Do 1 HAVE 
OTHER 
FAMILN 7 


WHY АМ 1 
THE WAY 
I AM? 


BUT THE a 

OLD FUCK DIED, ав 
AND | бот NogoDy ||| 
ELSE TO ASK. 


1CANT AFFORD 
INE BEEN TOLD THAT MASSAGE, So (А 
TERE ARE ONU TWO TELLING My STORY, 
THERAPIES FOR-- 
FOR ME 


бот PURTIER 


он, SHE 02 
ENERY DAY 一 
~ 


ASWEET ONE- 
Мевве WARNT suck AL 

А GOOD SAL ALLA TIME INNA 
BUT CAINT BLAME 'ER- BLOOD, 


Y'KNOW. 
ALBE THE 
SAME INNA 
HONDERD 
NEARS 
= N 
8 A 
А ( 
AS PREJUDICED AS “ WHAT'S THAT 
ANY AGAINST ME DUMB Jock 
CAUSE OF EQUAL SKINJOB 
RIGHTS FOR GOT THAT. 
CONSTRUCTS 1 HANENT 
; 
Fuck, 
a fA You: 
ú. en 


WITHIN MY MIND ISA DOOR To 
ANOTHER PLACE, GAN GARIDAN. IT 
ISFAR MORE REAL To ME THAN 
WIS, THE BAD WORLD, ІТ HAS ITS 

OWN DEITIES, A DISCRETE AND 
SUBTLE LANGUAGE, GEOGRAPHY, 
AND PHYSICS, AND WITHIN IT, 1 


са 
ЈЕ eat Е 


No’ 
NOT ALL THESE 
OTHER IDIOTS — 
SHOW ME 


EMMA/ 


WHEN THE BAD WORLD RUSHES ME 
OUT; | €O HOME. IWALK IN SHINING 
FORESTS, | SPEAK IN GLORY, 1 JOIN 
THE SINGING THRONES IN THE STONE 
STREETS. 

AT SUCH TIMES, MY “MIRROR, 
IMAGE” 6065 ABOUT MY DAILY LIFE. 
IT SAYS NOTHING OF THIS- FOR IT 
CANT - AND No ONES THE WISER. 


ЇЇ Т III 
|| || || | 
ГЦ ШІ! 


TALKING ABOUT гл, RIGHT ? SOME 
PEOPLE ARE So AMAZING ALLTHEN 
NEED 15 ONE МАМЕ, ент? M'S 

ACTUALY DOWN To ONE LETTER. 


Sue's WASTED HELL, HER TITS 
ON ONE итти. ALONE COULD 
MILITARY MAN, RON TAS 
NO MATTER WORLD 

HOW LOUD BETTER! 
HE 5- 
N 
с 
~ 
= Ш 
Ç Ü 
| 
ТАМ = 
PSYCHOLOSICALLY 
DIVERGENT: (SUFFER – 
ЛЕ MATIS THE 
CORRECT TERM 
FROM 
“PRINCESS” 
PENCHOSIS 


BUT 1 HISS MY CHILDREN. | CANT TAKE 
THEM WITH ME To MY HOME, I OFTEN 
WISH To COME BACK AND CANT, AT 
THE WORST OF THE FEARS MY HUSBAND 
PUT ON ME , [LOST Two YEARS OF 
MY BABIES’ LINES. | KNOW WHAT 
HAPPENED, Вот | FELT NONE OF (т... 


T 
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SHETELLS МЕ 
TWAT THE DOOR, 
ТО EO OPENED 

BECAUSE ОР 

BRIGHAM'S 
ABUSE 


HOW CAN 1 
DOUBT HER? 


HE WAS My PLATOON UEV- 
TENANT WHILE | WAS IN 
THE BEUN OF THE BEAST. 
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THE ONLY REASON 
IAM FREE To ROAM 
THE BAD WORLD AT 
WILL 15 THE FACT 
МАТ BRIG 15 FAR 
FROM HERE. 
CONTAINED. 
(75 HARD то 
PICTURE. 


You WANT TO 
кысы My 
WORST FEAR? 


HE бот PROMOTED AWAY 
AND ı HARDLY SAW HIM 
ANYMORE =. BUT VD 
STL бо SEE М 


THEN ( бот HURT 
AND WAS DISCHARGED - 
DIDNT ЗЕЕ ANY oF 
(ЕМ FR А65- 
ЕММА Ро? UP 

IN ANVARD WITA 
No BRIGHAM — 

UD бо see ем, 
BUT WHAT BUSINESS 
OF MINE WAS ALL 
OF MAT? 


FOR PRECISION, 


RECRUIT” 


THREE GIRLS, 
FOUR YEARS AND 
FOUR MONTHS 
APART EXACTLY 
AN THEIR. Мом 
WAS THIRTY- Four, 


WHEN WE Gor 
MARRIED. 


AND STL I NEVER 
KNEW WHAT SHE'D 


BEEN THROUGH 


HORAGOROS!. 
THAT'S MY END ОР 
THE WORLD, МЧ 
RAGNAROK, FOR 
BRIGHAM To сет 
OUT. THAT WOULD 

BE THE WORST 


UE WITH MY 
FATHER. | FELT 
LIKE WAS 一 


He's HERE. 
IN THIS CITY- AND EMMA 
Doesn't 
KNOW. 
BUT HE Knows JUST” 
WHERE THEY ARE -- 
AUNAYS HAS... THANKS 


HE SAID... SHE'D JUST 
UPPED AND LEFT НІМ. 
TOOKTHE KWS.. SAID 
HE WANTED 'EM BACK... 
SAID HE... KNEW Hon 
“TO WORK ON ЕМ... 


THANKS, 800. 


UTRULY CAN'T 
THANK YOU 
ENOUGH. 
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ICANT FEEL 


WHERE 
THE DOOR 15 


THIS ROOM 
‘SWALLOWS UP 
SOUND AND 


IT COULD BE 
ANYWHERE 
OR NOWHERE. 


THE THING ум 
MOST AFRAID OF. 
PAYMENT 
15 DUE 
IN FULL. 


AT LEAST 
THAT'S WHAT + 
THINK IT is. 


SEEMS LIKE, 

ENER TIME 1 FIND 

A PLACE ТО SETTLE, Back 
IT COMES, ALL SMILEY 


SHOUDNE KNOWN 
BETTER MAN TO 


AND IT 6215 WORSE AND WORSE 
UNTIL | бет MOVING AND STIR 
SOME MORE SHIT UP. 


IT NEVER SETS To WHERE 
(FEEL UKE (LL DIE. 
1 JUST 


WANT 
To. 


IT DOESN'T 
MAKE SENSE 


1 CAN HANDLE ANYTHING 
EXCEPT peace AND QUIET? 
AND I THINK, WHAT IF IT 
GETS WORSE? WHAT WILL I 


HANE Те Do TO вет RID 
оғіт NEXT TIME 7 


THANKS FOR 
THESOUR 
PERSIMMONS, 


ANYTHING THEN TELL 
ME CANT НЕР BuT || | AND THEY ALWAYS: 
END UP TAKING MORE 
THAN THEY ӨЧЕ. 


азы 


89 


- 


АЎ; 
© 

; € ОССОуЕ/ CMON A 
АКУ Ran BN HAND THY 

Ке à 5 THE HEAR 

br седне бе MAN BELLI 


ENERY PROBLEM 
SOLVES ITSELF 


ul 
Ш 


WE WERE TURNING OUT ALL 
WE Pickups FROM THAT STREET 
PARTY — THis ONE SAYS HIS CAR 
SOT TOWED FROM IN FRONT 
OF THE PAINWRIGHT GALLERY. 
Now HE WANTS 


To PAY UP AND 


WELL, HIS STORN CHECKS OUT FINE, 50 р 
BOT HIS CAR DOESN'T (r DID GET THOSE. Tow TRUCK 
TICKET -AND- TOWED, ır DID 18 ir? WEASELS BAG&EP (T 
GET CHECKED INTO THE BACK ОЛ, AND ITS IN 
LOT, BUT IT Ақт А CHOP SHOP BN Now. 
мее CAR, LOTSA 
Goodies. 


TYPICAL BROWNWAYS TYPE. 
NO RECORD, Вот No ID mme. 
EXCEPT FOR UCENSE AND PROOI 

OF OWNERSHIP ON HIS эше. 
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ОКА, МЕ. LENNOX. NOW THIS HAS HAPPENED 
You GOT US. YOU'RE A HUNDRED TIMES INTHE 
HERE, AND Your LAST SIX MONTHS, AND 
CARIS NOT, FRANKLY | DON'T FEEL 

UKE GOING тнеочен 
ME WHOLE SCRIPT. 


1 SUPPOSE You 
GOING TO TURN UP ФОТТА HANE CASH, 
AT LEAST NOT RIGHT? NO BANK 
INTACT. ACCOUNT OR CREDIT 
(0, клент7 


N 


DON'T MAKE THS 
Worse BY 
COUNTING ст 


1 SUPPOSE THIS MIGHT BE MISINTERPRETED YoURE А AND YOURE A 

AS A CHARITABLE Аст: TAKES No SREAT CYNICAL MAN, НА an 

BRAIN TO SEE THAT ME FiRST FAMILIES’ | WERE AND STAY 

WANS MAKE IT HARD FOR You MIXED- 

BLOOD BROWN WAYS TYPES To MAKE А 

DECENT UYING. BUT I'D JUST AS 

SOON NOT HAVE MY 
NOSE RUBBED IN IT. 


UNDERSTAND 2 
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OH, AND THANKS SO MUCH For 
SENDING ME OUT ON A 908 So 


STALE THE COPS KNOW Au 
ABOUT ст. 


1 AIN'T RUNNING JOUR ERRANDS 
JUST то BE A TARGET FOR THE 
TIN TEDDIES To VENT On’ 4 


АМА тА FUCK Are You 
TAKING, YOU GOAT RAPER?? 


громт GIVE тло 
FARTS IN A HURRICANE 
THAT THEY CANT DO 

ANYTHING TO ME 


|| 
ш i 


Ат LEAST INTHE Woops ALL 


г THE PREDATORS ARE AFTER (5 


Gj, Your Baby, nor Your 
Santry / 


ы 


1 DONT EE-VEN 


CARE WHAT You HAD ТО 


Do То GET JERRY 


Lock WOOD'S TOWING 
COMPANY IN ON THIS 


ШҮҮ 
] 
| 
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CHAPTER FOUR 


им, у. Ја 
ee Fr 


THEY WERE HUNTERS, 
AND TRACKERS, AND MORE. 
TY 


THEY LIVE! 
SECRET LIVES. 
= 3 
| р 
if 
MOST PEOPLE DIDN'T 
KNOW WHO HAD OR HADN'T 


BEEN ACCEPTED INTO 
THEIR SECRET SOCIETY. 


TO CATCH THE SLIGHTEST 
GUMPSE OF ONE AGAINST 
WS INTENT WAS RARE 
INDEED, AND BROUGHT 
GREAT CENSURE FROM 

HIS BRETHREN. 


<> «> x 
р SERCO Se), г 

- а ER s 
WA PERS A оса 2 


A & av 


SOME LIVED AS 
ORDINARY PEOPLE; 
OTHERS UNDERTOOK 
GREAT MISSIONS, 
“| TRAVELING VAST 
DISTANCES ALONE 
AND UNKNOWN. 


BUT FOR THOSE WHO 
NEEDED TO ASK FOR 
HELP DIRECTLY, THERE 
WERE WAYS То SPEAK 
To THE FINDERS. 
THOSE CUSTOMS STILL 
UNGER, ALTHOUGH 
THE REASONS ARE 
ALSO MAINLY 
FORGOTTEN. 


EVERY YEAR, 
1 FIND SOMEBODY 
то TATTOO IT 
BACK ON FOR ME. 


“зове. YOU DON'T 
WANT ME TO JAZZ 
IT UP SOME? | ест 
SOME GREAT UNE 
PATTERNS — 
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IT WAS THE WAY 

OF THE FINDER ТО HELP 

HIS PEOPLE BY STANDING 
APART FROM THEM, 


тј SEEING THEM AS ONLY 


AN OUTSIDER CAN. 


AND CUSTOMS CHANGE 
FOR AWHILE, FINDERS f 
EVEN WORE THE 
SIGNAL PATTERN 
OPENLY, SECURE IN THE 
KNOWLEDGE THAT ONLY 
OMER FINDERS KNEW 

WHAT IT MEANT, 


IN CITIES, 
UNEED ALL 
THE HELP 1 
САМ GET ТО 
ВЕМЕМВЕК 
WHO ТАМ. 


) 
| SORT LANDING? 
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YOU TELL 
МЕ, MAN. AIN'T THAT 
WHAT PAY You ||| 
THE Ble BUCKS НТ 
№ TO FIND our? АЧИ 


Он, GOD. 
175 SO 600D 
To SEE You. 
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АКТАККААМКА 252 7 
АКАТА ay TAK AKKAKA 


ste MIGHT susr 
GET WELL Е 
YOU DID You 
KNOW/ 


TAK TAKA "Атк, 
AK TA 
ТАККАКАТАКА Se TAR ТАҚҚА ay ТАКТАК 


THAT REGULATOR, 1 KNOW ване A GENIUS 


IS А DOCTOR'S смеѕ You THE DIVINE RIGHT 
TOOL! y TO SCREW AROUND WITH 


Ж ANYTHING YOU CAN ВЕТ 
IE E if YOUR HANDS ON, BUT 
Е v 2-2) DONT You EVER STOP 
¿LA то WONDER IF YOU 
> е зноо 72 
~ N = 
Si \ 


IN THING OUT/ 


| == 


раға SAN 7 
ЖЕ \ | ЇЙ 


мошта 


mis IS ONE оғ HER ~ IF You REALLY CARED 
FAVORITE DRESSES, ABOUT HER, ЧОЈО CARE 
You KNOW / ABOUT WHAT SHE WANTS / 


AR zn 
ғ 


4 ДІР 
УК = Т) | ІШ 
< | 
y ---) 
НЙ N س‎ Í 
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IF YOURE THAT CONCERNED ABOUT THE 
STATE OF HER CLOTHES, МАЧВЕ. You 
SHOULD DO YOUR SHARE OF THE 
LAUNDRY, LITTLE MISS 1F-1-DON'T-DO 
“AT \T- WON'T- GET- DONE. 


пмен as weu FÎ 
BE WHISTLING 
THROUGH MY NOSE 
AS TALKING TO YOU 
ANYMORE. 


> OPEN CONNECTION 
# IMD PROTOCOL ENABLED 

< CONNECTION ESTABU SHED 
$ CHKCONFIG DIASMODE ON 


OK 
$ CHKCONFIG DEBUG ОМ 


4+ OPEN INTERFACE 2: MARCIE 
DOCTOR. TO PATIENT CONNECTION 


ок 
$ CAT /dev /kmem?/dev /console “ESTABLISHED 


QI!# @Aa^ £4;Z20POS Ф 


P IF DEAR OLD DAD 
DOES come Back, 


PRIESTS AND SUCHLIKE 
DON'T GET ALONG SO 
WELL, AND FRANKLY, THE 

SCULPTORS WANT 
SOMEBODY HERE ALL 
THE TIME, THEY 
JUST BUZZ IN AND 


YOU DOING HERE, 
BRIG? SECURITY? 


GOD OF HOLY WAR. 


(ENTE 
IT REIGNS ON 
THE JUST AND 


UNJUST AUKE. 


BRIGHAM ~.~. 
ALL THIS TIME. YOUVE 
BEEN IN STIR, ı BEEN 
LOOKIN! IN ON YOUR 
FAMILY FOR YOU. 


HAVE THEY EVER 
SO MUCH AS SENT ЧА A 
ТЕ ом FATHER'S DAY? 
А PHONE. CALL? А GANG- 
RAPE GET- WELL CARD? 


ANYTHING 2 


WHAT'S IT 
то YOU? 


DAMMIT, YOU VE GOT NONE OF My [THREE YEARS youve seen BEGGIN me- 


“C'MON, C'MON, JUST CHECK UP ON 'EM~ 
RICHT TO GET BETWEEN Д BUSINESS??TEEZUS | | So (а. KNOW Mey RE OKAY, CAUSE 


ME AND MY FAMILY/ Á BRISHAM/ EEE A ° Sum 


THIS IS NONE or Your 
S“ 
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f THINK IF М BETWEEN You So: 
AND YOUR FAMILY, YOU а АЅК. 
РОТ ме THERE. WHAT 
BULLSHIT OF 


EMMA'S Do YOU 
WANT CONFIRMED 
OR DENIED? 


= (> (<- 
PENAS \ MES 
= 
ES 


WHY 00 EMMA 2⁄2 -- Z= А Í ( 1 | ' 


5 + съ ДЕ “| 
LEAVE You? $ | Е 
го + \ ! ШИР. 
7 É — -- 回 | E 


questions, Z)$ 
тоо. SA 


~ N ` 6 низ YOUR 
М \ GUESS? / 


р E 1 GOT А SNORE 
SEE SAN me THRILL THAT SHOWS UP ON 
ASSHOLE, AND SHE WAS GONE... А SEISMOGRAPH. 
JUST Dion'T LIKE 1 COMPULSIVELY 
ME ANYMORE. COMPARED HER To МУ 
<a OLD GIRLFRIENDS / 
M LEFT HE 
\ с я 5 
PROBLY 1 ISO А ee > ж À 
WAS SUPPRESSING j SHE FINALLY 
HER PERSONAL I" REALIZED ! CLASHED 
GROWTH. SS WITH THE DRAPES/ 
a, <-- 
= = = |! MAYBE sue 
Z ~ <. ра JUST RAN OUT OF 
оре бауу (= SÎ MASCARA AND JUST 
пе =; Ц + вот LOST ом нек. 
2. А Џ WAN BACK FROM 
= me STORES 
) = – m І DoNT know, 
і ШІСІ WW ( вор DAMMIT! НОМ 
|| | — | SHOULD | know? 
ІІ / 


L (Зат МЕ? 


| | 
| м 
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en 
we ME WHY 


TELL ME w 
тмо ES | 


нец, DAMMIT, cer 
ЛЕ HELL our oF 
⁄ МУ FACE AND 
| | LET "Е rau 
| 1 
> ES Е 
ST у 
<> 
» EN 
НИТЕ 


Guy 
amaya acer 
ee 
OWN, OUT FROM 
ММ, OUT FROM 
HILL CITIES. 


MN, 
Boy, SURELY YOU 
CAN UNDERSTAND 
THAT? youp DIE 
IF w УУ у 


У 4 
ТШ 
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| 


SE 

ane gene 

A SOLDIER'S 
ee 


атанға 
RENTING THAT one! 


SER, AND / кысы 
WHAT FREEHOLDS ARE 
LIKE eO = TANT 
АМЧ DIFFERENT FROM 

LIVING IN A CITY, 


Ace 
DIFFERENT FROM 
uv ON THE MOON! 
FILTERED AIR, 
ALTERED АРК, 
EEO WATE 
а 


a 
HELL 


и 
IFI › 
DID! 


ITS PART OF THE DEAL 
FOR. OFFICERS — WHY ELSE 
D'you THINK | WANTED 
A COMMISSION 2 


THATS WHAT THE FREE TRADERS’ PACT 

15 FOR — NOT JUST SO THOSE DAMN INDIANS 
AND GYPSIES AND SHIT You LOVE So MUCH 
САМ BUY AND SELL WITHOUT CITIZENSHIPS/ 


1 FINALLY Gor SENT INTO А 
BATTLE ZONE WORTH SETTLING WITH 
ENOUGH RANK то DO IT, So! 2107 


LAND FOR PEACE! 
AIN'T NOTHING 


SHE Purs UP A GOOD FRONT, 
BUT SHE'S NOT OKAY. HOW 
CAN YOU TELL HER ENERY- 
= = Ў THING IF You NENER KNOW 
How соме. Гү тт A z 
EMMA DIDN'T KNOW \ WHATLL SET HER OFF? 
? YOU END UP 


TELLING HER 


YEAH, 1 
69655! DID 
KNON THAT 


= 


Д 
пи 
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BREATHING 


Ay 


SLEEPING 
GODS 
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PARDONNEZ- 


MOI, MADAME. ДУЋЕ. MADAME, | А 600D 
ZERE EES ARTIFICIAL 
A AL INTELU- 


EENCOMING. 


MSIEU DANCENY 
SAYS Е AS FOUND 
ZE TOBACCO PLANTS 
YOU WANT; ZEY ARE 
VER’ EXSPENSEENE 
BCAUSE OF ZE DRUG 
BAN. OWEVER, Е 
SINKS ZAT Е CAN 


FIND ANUZZER VILLIAN. I'LL 
WAY AROUND ZE MAKE ТОР 
REGULASSIONS. / 


Е BID You 
GOOD DAN AN Е 
SEEM VER’ окт 
ZAT You NEEL Nor rf 
SPEAK WIS HEEM. LT 
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REMIND ME, WON'T YOU, 
BUYTHE 2 I'M JUST. Ag: 
HAVING ONE 2 

OF МЧ DANS... 


BIEN 506, MADAME. 
Dogs MADAME | 
WEESH ZAT ALL'ER 
CALLS BE 'ELD TODAY? 


ЕН... PARE. 

MADAME EMMA! 

STRAHNJ DAYS, 
INDEED/ 


BUT MADAME'S 


PRIVACY~ 
Wr 2 
T YENA NENI, | 
Py! 


IF EMMA'S GONE CRACKERs, 
HOW Do YOU KNOW THEY 
HANENT TOO? THEY 
WENT THROUGH THE SAME- 


THEY AIN'T 
NOTHING WRONG WITH 
MY KIDS. RACHEL MAY LOOK. 
LIKE EMMA'S CLAN, BUT SHE'S 
MEDAWAR TO THE BONE. SHELL 
FIGURE THAT OUT SOON ENOUGH. 


HE: 
WH amo IS теке 


No ONE Вл МЕ MY DEAR 
PLEASE come Say HOW po 


A STROKE AS GENTLE 
AS А FEATHER 


HEY HO am yere 


AM 1 Мот YOUNG AND FAIR 
PLEEASE come 
SAY HOW Do 
WOULD You HAVE 
A WONDROUS зент? 


MIDDAY SUN 
AT MIDNIGHT 


FAIR млр. 
WHITE AND RED 


COME Че» SMOOTH 
AND STROKE YOUR HEAD 


1 
12 


ме! 
CARRY! 
DEATH! RE 
out’ 

OF THE 
VILLAGE! 


WEVE BIER HAD. | | 5 
о 
THEY PULL SHES OLD ENOUGH то 
THEIR WEIGHT, \ 
pick є mouse. LA 


THE CLAN 
SNOBBERY. 


|| | | | 


WHAT ABOUT MARCIE? YEAH? SOWHATS THAT Y | YOU KNOW, SHES THE Y YEAH, COURSE You WERE / 

THAT KIDS SICK MORE / PROVE BUT THAT EMMA ONLY ONE | WAS SHE WAS BORN WHEN 

и AIN'T TAKING GOOD | | THERE FOR. WHEN | Чо) цар Ем LOCKED‏ ا 
CARE OF HER? | | SHE WAS BORN, 1 | UP IN THAT DUNGEON‏ 
М You BUILT FOR ЕМ!‏ 


MEAN. SHE'S МУ~ 


No WONDER THEYRE 
ALL HALF-NUTS NOW. 
LOCKED AWAY IN A 
"FREE" HOLD. 
THATS RICH 一 


HALF-NUTS 2 YOU MEAN 
MARGE? NO, МАМ, NO ~ 
MEDAWAR GIRLS ARE 
ALWAYS QUIET AT 

„~ HER две” 


МЕАН, COMATOSE | Ç | | 
KIOS ARE PRETTY WS | 
QUIET, AT THAT: 
WELL, WHAT ABOUT 
LYNNE 2 THAT KID'S 
DEVIOUS, AND 1 
DON'T MEAN UTTU - 
KID DEvIOUS, 
EITHER. | 
YOU couLDNT PUT 
ALEASH ON HER 
EVEN WHEN SHE 
WAS A BABY, AND 
Now 一 


с 


` I = š THAT one. 
—< A ú š THAT итти GIRL CAN 
| iL | DAMN WELL TAKE CARE 
= OF ~=HER SELF 
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OH, мот Ñ 


BRIG, SHE'S TEN! JAEGER, YOU DON'T REALLY 


MY SOUNDTRACK MUSTA BEEN 


YOU DON'T TOSS A HOW OLD WANT TO STAY INTHE MIDDLE WORKING ОЈЕПМЕ. CASE, 
$ 1 INI 
TEN- YEAR- OLD WERE You OF THIS, DO ЧА? AUNE FROM A SONG 1D 


NOT REALLY ] 
YOUR STYLE. 


OUT то FEND 
FOR HERSELF- 


WHEN You 
Leer YOUR 

FATHER'S 
House? 


HEARD A MILLION TIMES A 
DAN DURING MY STINT 
IN THE ARMY: 


"IF ЧА WANNA FIND олт «mars | | мохо HE 
BEHIND THESE COLD EYES AND тек ‚Ж. 
h SHOULD ı ka 
YLL TWST HAF TA CLAW YER МЕТЕ | TUST ASS Ceger ır 
WAY THROUGH THIS DISGUISE” | | SAID мо? ммо OVER т! | 
CHAE THAT SONG...) HIM TRY mn : 
FOR НЕ? a 7 
= 2... 
HIS PULSE Y 
15 HIGH, AIS ANY 
PUPILS BIG 
AS 6665. a 
22 
HE'S AFRAID. 
HE'S ANGRY, | 
| 
| || 
ı varese 
| || 5 HE Z 
ШІ 
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F 
BRIGHAM ... 
Look, IF SHE'S = 22 
SICK, SHE DOESNT ја Е 
NEED МОКЕ Ñ Eo 
TROUBLE. GO 3 => = 
SLOW, окду? = ; = = 
we E 


IVE BEEN urn, 
LOOKING FOR EMMA en 20 
ALL MY UFE. EuERY | 
WOMAN IVE EVER 
KNOWN HAS ONLY N 
с р BEEN А PART А $ 
=s OF HER. № P N 
А ЕЕ “М NOT GONNA ~ š 
= ( БҮ LOSE HER NOW 2 
| gs A FOR LACK O TRYING. So Eb sy 
BROTHER 一 SS 
THIS 15 А Sy, A 
LIFE DEBT. = ) ( In 
== == 


Баща - E & 
s Y) дел » 


Lee. 


AT LEAST NOW 
I KNOW WHAT 
1 WANT TO DO. 


1 WILL WATCH 
74 HOW YOU RUN 
IN 


THE 
BLACK 


34-21-97 


AND I WILL 
PURSLE МОЈ 
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CHAPTER FIVE 


nen 


ha 
А, A Ул „гу буруы 
a Ө дол... 


м EL 92 Wy 622 
~ ut x 
ake тъ š 3 


- mA 
ER 


% 
СХ 


Y %9%) 


А a 
> = 
оца 
ра =n 
BA) 


YEAK 
E, oH 
> YEA 
` = J 
х 2 
gan BABY 
ша E 
over) 
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SCAVENGER “WHERE HE UES AND HOW 
AA HAA RA HAS DRIFTER, ' МЕ FARES, NOBODY KNOWS 


NGH! O 0 Qi 


Z ((( ВАМ HAW 
É EN 
Ж ез А 


2 WHUMP/, WRUA~- 


/ 
2 МАМЕ: 
У №2 WHUMP! 


NUA-NO - Фев 一 = 


в. өле SAW 一 ~ 


АЧГ: NO - иже 
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LEANED THAT poof о: == СТ” 77 ТААК, ws. w 
FART UPA! e'i 2: — A ту 
TWELVE BUCKS AND UST |Д ӘЛДЕНЕ ham LF A 4 ee 
LIKE THAT WE'RE BUDDY PALS. TOTAL py Le 
BoNEAEAD Ж о So КЛ 77 
AND 1 HAD Г © |) = à 7 
то Do Шығ >» \ 
rd С ст ВЭ 
GOING INTO с Any Z Кет 
A FUNK, ы Е 
T DISPOSABLE | (; 
9, | SOUEN, стр, 47 => Tm 
БУЛ Залет ka smes Я 
д S uma S 
NZ еее 
I =) “saa АС = m 
>). == 5 
NY Ж а 
\ (Z ( % a 
< ж = 5САЈЕ5, 
“4 Ç 7 Fs SLAVES to 
2 “NEW амо IMPROVED" 


ММ HER Nr 
=>) HEAR ye! porte IR TA 
一 С кыл peat EI SAX 
аи = и > a т GET, Е 
ее 51АМЕ АТ 7 МГ. 
— N y» | 
HOW. мам № en 
TIMES 2 A th М 是 E Lose SLEEP { 
SERED = NED үс чи у de \ | 
=й СОМЕ ДИВО 72 ка \ уе 2 QUESTION $ë Vers 2 


FABRIC Yon, |у 
QU EXISTENCE |) 

d | | a) because YOU DONT 
= : 7 MAKE moro |) 
€, | = HAVE: RIGHT 


= Ў e ч úl ж PL 
Se Б ВИНА WON 


lee 


pwa BY 60 
FEET your own ЕШ 
MoRIAUTY МА 


PRESSIN’ НА 


IF I JUST DON'T 
ШЕ (ов Ya 


Зе SINES, SLAVES 
vws FAT САТ. 
ADVERTISING ROw/ 
You SPEND Your LIVES 
Your PRECIOUS LIVES, 

WHEN YOU SPEND Your 


aa PRAISES ou For ‘DELAYING 
GRATIFICATION ZID FOR FRITTERING 
YOUR CASH AWAY AT THE SAME mes 
ADVERTISING ROWA 
тие мог COMMON 08755 
кон HAVE ELECTRONIC 


MONEY, PR You COMPONENTS and ARTIFICIAL 
SPEND YOUR LNES МШЕ TELL ne 
to EARN Your А TOASTER NEEDS 
Money! and m BRAIN ?? “+ ret 
WHERE 2252 | CON RACK? I ЛІ ти 
~ ЈН ПІ YOU мну- 50 НЕ 
CO? (Ж 2 7 NEAT CATS ~ 
NS All CHARGE MORE? 
пее YES, ме, DON'T | | -rs Tus extra memory 
~ N wat 1 BOUGHT FOR SCHOOL~ 
Z jË UR 
< N ө [ g m са Вук? 
Т O за КА 
== er = 
(53 
$ТЕРиР (27115 у _ 
а AND ме 
ña ми ONE [20 | ¿TA 
S You THE == PN 
— «ЕТ 2% G NU 
= i $ 
BREAKS 2 Ei 
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WELL, rS JUST UKE тиз concenreamon АМО its Gor aN even | т cost so мен, 
ENHANCER 1 BOUGHT LAST YEAR-- SHORTER WARRANTY THAN TREAT мч: 

175 TOP оғ THE UNE, BUT THE WELL THE LAST ONE DID AND ETRE EE 
EXTRA FEATURES SCREW UP DAMN.) ! gust CAN'T FACE 
THE STANDARD ONES/ ST ТА. WARRANTY COURT AGAIN. 


ТА 


TSK-TSK-TSK. 


ITS JUST so 
FRUSTRATING!) 
vou SPEND 
so MUCH 
т OUGHT 


DIDJA EVEN TRY 
TO GET THE SHOP To 
TAKE tr BACK Z 


“LETS GO SHOPPING" 
is the CALL of 
те DOOMED! 


REMEMEER, SIS. 
THE HARDEST CHAINS 
To BREAK ARE THE 
VELWET ONES. 


ТІ 
|| 


HELLO // 1 AM YOUR 
a tae PERSONALIZABLE 


y ARTIFICIAL INTELLI- 
2 | бексе- PLEASE 
1 SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING 
Hy PERSONAL INFOR МА“ 
= A TON то OBTAIN 


4 | Your Ass word! 
ESP 
ye 
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OTHERWISE, YOU'RE 
STUCK with ме! 


Zhee hee hee = 


eFEEK! y 


m= JUST PISSIN' IN m 


THE OCEAN, MAN 


COULD'VE 
TAKEN THAT 一 


Sune! | A | | 


нул A 


> 
(>s 


HEY, PETE, JAEGER. 1 GOT 
ANOTHER LOAD FORYA. 


YEAH, YOU'RE FUNNY. 
WHAT You DO witk 


YEANYEAN QUICK MIKE. 

MELTS IT DOWN. THAR'S 
GOLD ON THEM THAR 
URUT BOARDS, YA 

IGN RANT HICK. CRYSTALS, 


NEAHNEAH, SURE YA Do. 
THOSE FOLKS KNOW THAT 

SAITS THERE. THEYRE 
JUST LAZY. NES JUST 
ANAILIN' OURSELVES OF 


ONLY WE COULD FULL OFF 
А5САМ UKE THAT ONE. 
115 RIDIC ULOUS. 


'5 CUZ МЕ REAUN 


ALL THIS BUSTED- UP IN THE POWER 6000 OPPORTUNITY, = gwWEves THAT 

ELECTRONIC CRAP? SUPP wr o 
2 “= — 

|| z p= ще 


SO, WES KINDA CRACKERS. 
ALL THEM TREE HANGERS 


ARE, HE'S А GOOD 
EARNER, "ние Е ICH: 


CORNER OF 
ВЕТ АМО ROyLE? 
SURE THING, ЧЕАНУЕАН. 


SHIT, YOU ВЕЦЕЧЕ IN | 
RECYCLING, DONTCHAZ 


TITYTYT РА 
TUNA 


SITS BY ms 
WINDOW AND 
THINKS To 
HIMSELF 


THAT WAS SOMETHING OR СМЕР. 
61 SOME DEAD SOMEBODY WHO MS 
JUST REMEMBERED ey THOSE 
FINE FINE PEOPLE ATTHE 
PASTUÍATCA INSTITUTE FOR ALL 
709 ENE BODIES WHO CUNG 
DESPERATELY TOTHE CULTURE 
OF THE PAST RATHER THAN 
DISTILUNG ANYTHING NEW OUT, 
OF THE PRESENT. 


SONNN'S YEARBOOK 
FROM HIGH SCHOOL 2 
y 15 DOWN FROM 
THE SHELF 
AND HE IDL THUMBS 
ТАКПА THE PAGES 
SOME HAVE DIED 5 
SOME MANE FLED 
F вом MEMSENES 


OR STRUGELED FROM HERE 


WANDERS BEYOND F 
£ WS INTERIOR WAUS 
RUNS Rs HANDS THROUGH 
96 THINNING BROUN HAIR. 


кешім ven Feri = 
А 1 

AND АТА 
ENOUGH А THAT! 

WELCOME To ECLECTIC 

RADIO, WHERE WE NEVER 

WAIT TILL THE SONG'S OVER 
то START TALKING / 


7 3 NOW, WHAT а RER 
Bof- он ` \ BORING SUMMER. we HAVEN'T 
WEREN'T THE PEOPLE OF BEZ NEN TURNED UP А боор 


THE ANCIENT WORLD SERIAL KILER, C'MON, Guys 
THE INSTITUTE HAS SENWSES, HOP ON DOWN \ ЗА 55 OUT HERE, WE Look 
nso сато. TO THE CORNER STORE 
\ 
E E AND CONSUME, 

FROM THE PAST: 
FREEZE-DRIED 
\CE CREAM, 
MINE INA бох, 
COCAINE IN 
GREEN GLASS 
BOTTLES, AND 
PAINFUL 
CORSETRY, 


WELL, TEN SECONDS TO KILL, 
HoHo Ho; DOES ANYBODY 
REMEMBER "CONJUNCTION 
JUNCTION" 2 No? ⁄ 


RETURN то 096. 


% SEGMENT ON LIFE 


IN THE MILITARY! 
TODAY WE'RE TAKING 
ALOE AT RELIGION! 
ITS WELL KNOWN 
r 4 ES THAT THE REAUTIES 
$ WA ÒN oF LIVING IN FEAR 
i TO FOR ONES UFE.. 
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STANDTo, STAND TO, | 
DIPSHITS!/ бобо €0 Go! ЕТТ 


|] “и TR) 
НА ВАЗН/ 


ıs DAT For КА EN 3) VE Keer GOIN, 
a { IRON MAN? 
“ж EIGHTY- 

са 


NO se i 


ITS FOR your Қ W 


THAN Y 
+ 


WELL, C'MON, WEASEL. PITCH IN, 
THIS OU GALS FAMILY'LL 
бе BACK TOMORROW. 


INYouR OWN 
WET SPOT, 


YOU tink I 
KILLED HER? 


AND YOU THINK им 
TRYING TO COVER 


COME IN HERE LOOKIN' ALL UGLY UKE 
ЗИМА, HER о THINK You KNOW SOMETHIN’ ~1 GUESS 
HEH-HEN REMAKE SINCE YOU ANTA KID 
ANYMORE, VER ENES 
MUSTA GONE BAD/ 
WHATSA 
MATTER, 
NOU FINDERS 
PEAK OUT EARLY 
UKE UTTLE- 
GIRL GYMNASTS: 
OR SOMETHING 
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Nor HARDTo 
TELL BRIGHAM'S 
FALLEN OFF 
THE WAGON. 
NOT To ME, 

ANYWAY, 


| | L 
THE QUESTION 15 
NOT WHEMER 
HELL LIE то 

МЕ BUT HOW 
WELL HEL LIE. | 


RECOVERING FROM IT 
15 AUFETIME THING. 
You EITHER DIE 
DOING TOR TRYING 
NOT то po үт: 


THE СОР5 WERE НЕКЕ. THEY NEAT, ORDERLY WOMAN SHE RECENTLY CONTRACTED 
TOOK HER AWAY. THEY DIDN'T DIGNIFIED AND SELF- Osses ED | | HERODS EVIL, PROBABLY IN TAVECEK, 
EXAMINE THE PLACE NERY ASA САТ, RICH, PROSPEROUS, SHE LIKED TRAVELING, Now 
THOROUGHLY, AS IF THEY DIDN'T | | WELL PLACED IN HER CLAN, THAT HER HUSBAND'S DEAD. 
THINK THERE WAS ANYTHING LOVELY IN HER YOUTH. 
TO FIND. 
$ WELL, 
WHAT? 


1ALNANS SAID | NASTY, PAINFUL ‚UNDIGNIFIED. Бет“ ДЕНЕ И poner e we кнед, se 
Е! AMN NO LOTS oF 4 JAS CAREFUL. V 
тва» NERE де cad oF - || WAY out: SET IT UP SOMEHOW; THATS A 
° еден: Ё | cops pour | TOUGH ONE EVEN FOR A DOCTOR 


SHE DIDIT THIS WAY теш ME SHIT. | TO SPOT-AT LEAST, IN ITS 


RATHER THAN PAUPER HER | | ОА AT NONCONTAGIOUS STAGE: 
HEIRS ON THE WAY TO АЙ шат worn 


50- WHAT AM І J П 1 SEE, COPS.JUST RON DOWN CRIME 
DOING HERE? 4 | б SCENES. WHAT HAPPENS AFTER? 
THIS 1$ SORTA MN CNA | THE FAMILY HAS то SCRUB THEIR 
DAY JOB. PANS ç MA | BLOOD KIN OFF THE CEILING. FIGURE 
WELL, BUT ITS y “Î | ойт How то eer rour OF THE 
| Ib SOFA. BAD, GAD NEWS- 

rr u PEOPLE DOING THIS 
il = А | KIND оғ CLEANUP 

| WORK SPARES THE 
FAMILY SOME PAIN- 


j/ LOCAL COPS ARE 
/ MEDAWARS. 


` 


So. = 

WHATCHA DOIN FOR. No 
ESE DAYS? 1 - 

MONEN ТИ У ИДА | MAN, MEAN А T-0-8.Y00 KNOW, | Peer 

FINDERS FEES... CONTRI GUTING-MEMBER-OF-} | чуу PISS ме. 

Реб дет SOME SOUEN KIND OF THING 2 


WORK FROM THE AMA, Gas, waa | 


xr 


ARCHAEOLOGY 
cou N 
DIG SEASON ш WORKER'S LICENSE. 

BEGIN q IN TAE PRISON 
S: REHAB PROGRAM? 


DO, СЕТ YER SOCIAL | 
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мем. GOD DAMMIT, 90 You WEREN'T 
BORN INTO ACLAN! 50 DAMN MANY 
OF YOU MIXED BLOODS JUST GIVE UP! 


Е BUT JAEGER- SHIT 100 
бот EVERYTHING You 
NEED To MAKE 11: TO 
BE AN EXAMPLE, To 

BETTER YOUR KIND! Д 


МИ You сот BRAINS, 
Looks, SPINE, 
AND You'Re IUST 

GONNA BE А 
SCAVENGER 
АЦ Your LIFE? 


зпек wit SÑ 
МЕ, TAEGER 


HELLENAS HER 
SECOND NAME. EMMA, 
b. HELLENA DANIS. 


7 | COT To GET 
MOVIN! THINGS 


YOU CAN FIND 
YouR OWN 
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| 
| 


| 


ШШШ 


мен эсноо. 


[ || 


IWNOOYAH:-G00D THING THEY 
DON'T AL SMELL ALIKE. 
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TSK-TSK-Tsk... 


NICE MEN DON'T 
HANG AROUND > 
SCHOOLYARDS. = 
Л Ё 
(сз 
Vy 
р 
у 
РМ Just 
PICKING ӘР MY 
95 ~ МУ SISTERS 
Т KID. 


UNFAMILIAR, 


DAMN gur IT WAS “¿¿ “< 
ANA WORTH “THE MARCHIN', 8 
PARTY TO Я р 
LOOK oN 
WAWA ASA 05 РАСЕ/, 
So NICE оғ Yoo IAA W 
To WALK ME HOME! ~ „У, 
BOY, AND THOSE ROTTEN 
LITTLE. JERKS WILL JU, 
TURN ред GREEN ır АТАҚ 
You START SHOWN N 
UP EVERN 
ESPEN n 
Дечев БЖ 


07 >, 1 MEAN, YOU'RE. A соч. 

' y озу ARE Sica HORRIBLE 
2 FURTS, THEY'LL Say JUST 
ABOUT ANY ~ 


СУЛ 


3 S | < h 


RICHT RIGHT RIGHT | | THAT'S п; | YOURE RIGHT] | IT CANNOT 65984 BEHIM,| 

YOU SHOULD ee || Honey,” | YOU'RE RIGHT. | | My FAMILY HAS NOT LEFT 
FIRST, 151 | QUIET A CAM,CAM. | | ME BEHIND, AND | CAN 

MIND: TAKE CARE OF MYSELF... 


175 OKAY, 
RAE. CALM JT 二 
DOWN. 


YOU KICKED оок || Ts NOT ony! ı WAD TO | WHAT Was N 


HUR? cer IN. TANT WAS 
WHY DID You | | уч esez SO IMPORTANT 
2 You COULDN'T 
DO "г WAIT!? 
4 је а 
E] El 2 h 
ee DS 
«= S| __ СО) 
в Al | 
1 Dip it 
IT WAS (7 = 
. МЕ. ща = 1 / 5 


4 


WHAT DIFFERENCE Ë 
DOES IT MAKE Z 


1є чоо DON'T MINO MY 
BEING IN HERE WHEN ЧОУ 
ARE Home, WHY SHout You 
CARE IF (Мам HERE WHEN 
you're NOTZ 


mars Ri DIC-- А 7 
| JUST secause we AA GH 
ENOUGH то —To -To — THAT 
DOESN'T сме чоо THE RIGHT 
то BUST me PLACE UP? 


DOOR was LOCKED || LOOK, гм FIKIN! IT; AIN'T | WHAT ARE YoU TALKING 


Bea | NEEDED TO SET 12 IT WAS А CHEAP SHITTY, ABOUTZFZAND INHATABoUT 
ВЕ IN. REAL SIMPLE. || оссе FRAME. | GOT YA А н 
С тоо Sac WOT mar | MY MOM ANO my SISTERS2 


MATTERS MUCA NOW. 了 puNNo 


A CO ASK ем. 


DY қ 
AS EN 
CAS [АН 
1 Ју 2 O) 
DNS М 


~ OHH, BABY, LADIES AND 
мом, DID YoU KNOW не | | you ASKED | Nooooo ERY ganes anD ЖЕЛІ 


KICKED THE DOOR Полк? | | нито | BUTITWAS TODAY NI 
cme | | BoER | NOTHING, АЧ NOTHING | GRAS5 
ve 17% e вотмевс МЕ/ | sortegs emma | Pouse! 


HEH! YES ~ LOST MY WASN'T | 
KEYS SOMEWHERE ~ | У А ITZ ee 
DUMB шек, THAT | РМ ME SORE 
CB 
У = 
44 I = 
% жет Y) 
ще 3 
Й 
< ч h 
Г 1 
5: 
Z 


OHH, FOURTEEN MONTHS ON THE 
WAITING UST, ENDLESS FIGHTS 
WITH THE AGENTS, ALL THAT 
MONEY, BIT My DREAM HOUSE 


5 MINEY 


“Ў че MAGIC, mes \ 

CALLED, AND THE 
DEALS ALL SET! E 

; а 


VRR! 


A: 7 7 
SO 60 GET CHANGED , BABY. Wi 2 DAMMIT, YOU BITCH! 
SEY OUTTA THIS Mouse CRINNK ~ сме our ОР TEREI 
OW Me vease 15 өрім TWO = у и 
= 0! 
DASS, THANK GOODNESS 101 CREAS, спи мее 


ACN IT EARLY ~ 

a _ e 
Ñ ери 
> Gr 


ба A 
us 


ay 


CHAPTER SIX 


THERE 15 NO 
SKY IN ANVARD. 


ONE LOOKS UP AT 
BUILDINGS соц AGED 
TOGETHER, CABLED AND 

BUTTRESSED AND 
CROWN INTO ONE 
ANOTHER LIKE SUGAR 
CRYSTALS - 

No STARS. No 
MOON, мо WIND OR. 
MISTS OR SNOW. 


WHAT THERE 15 ~ 
ARE~ ARE ROOMS. 
ROOMS WITHIN ROOMS 
UKE AHON CANERN, 
FROM THE VAULTED 

CATHEDRAL HALLS oF 
THE GREAT HIEHWNS 
ТО THE VAST ARENAS 
DECORATED WTA 
STALACMITES AND 
STALACTITES MADE NOT 
OF STONE Вл OF 
CONCRETE AND Brack, 
STEEL AND GLASS. 


| Ш 


ІШ) 
ШІ 


= 


И 
Hl 


(со. DOWN AND 
YOO SEE BOTTOMLESS 
ATS. THE ATY 
DESCENDS FAR BELOW Г 

ue эжеее се THE || 
LAND IT SGS ок. А hy 


WINDOWS SPARKLE у LT Чи 人 
IN THE GLOOM OF THE " " h| š 
SON ©1085. анн ul, SN 
1 


ms А Sn, 
THAT NENER мо 
WITH THE HOURS OR 
THE SEASONS. NNER 

BRISHT OR. DARK. 


NO RAIN CLEANS 
OUT TRE DUSTY CORNERS |. 


ALL THE TREES IN + 
POTS AND CAREFULLY š. 
TENDED GARDENS. о (о 
W APO 1P 
NETWORKS OF ДЕ АШ ЫШ ЕШ ша 
OPEN AQUEDUCTS 
SOFACE FOR 
SUBTERRANEAN 
RNERS, FEEDING 
LAKES AND POLS 
ON ENEN LENEL- 


THE BURIAL CANOES 
OFTHE CIMARGUE (NDI ANS 
PASS ТСЕ ALL 
THIS CHAOS LARGELY 
UNTROUBLED, BORNE 
UP 84 THE POISONOUS 
RED RNER. 
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7 9 


WERE TALKING THIS HOUR 
ТО JOHN Е EOWLESGED 
KENNEDY, DIRECTOR OF 
THE LONG: AWAITED FILM 


a 4 ADAPTATION OF THE NOVEL ||] 
“THE KILLER INSIDE ME Y 
HEL Lo EVERYBODY, (75 THIRTEEN LAED AS THe Finest | 
COK: LUNCATIME FoR DAY LIGdT- PERSPECTIVE NOVEL | 
ES, DREAMTIME FOR MIDNIGHTERS, ЧЕТ RECNERED/ 


AND WAKE-UP CALL For ту: ОДИ - arte 
LIGHTERS! THIS (5 CHANNEL ant REN NE 
GXTC, Six EXTASIES CITY ASADA 00, Oey 
BROADCASTING / +. 7156 
% % = =< = = 2 = 
= =“ 


ЛШ 


1 CHOSE To RENDER THIS 
FILM AS А STRAIGHT READING 
OF THE BOOK ILLUSTRATED BY 
STOCK FOOTAGE OF MURDERS 


2 = AND, WELL, SO ON To PROVE 
А Акт: 1 MEAN, THIS NOVEL 
у \ WAS WRITTEN IN ANTIQUITY, | 
b US WHEN WE RAD VIRTUAL NO |--- 
W ~ UNDERSTANDING OF THE ROLE 


OF THE KILLER IN WOMAN oH 
SUEN, AND Чет 175 So | 
\WIDLY REAL. THE WORK OF |". 
AN AUTHOR LIKE THAT ousar | 
МОТ ТО BE TRNIAUZED BY + 
NISUAL STYUZATION. 


E 


ALSO- THERE WAS NO 
REAL WAN To BE TRUE 
TO THE ARST- PERSON 
NARRATIVE So NITAL 
то ME INTENSE IDEN- 
MEICATION WITH THE 
CHARACTER OF LOU 
FORO WITHOUT THE 
CONTINVOUS VOICE- OVER 
YOU NENER SEE LOU 
FoRDS FACE EXCEPT 
IN MIRRORS — 


THE FILM WAS ASSEMBLED ALMOST ENTIRELY 
FROM STOCK FOOTAGE AND | DEY ANNGODY 
TO CALL IT ANYTHING BUT SEAMLESS. ENERY 
SCENE INTHE BOOK WAS THERE TO GE FOUND, 
PLANED OUTIN REAL UFE, PRECISE AS RITUAL. 


T КО RAIN, No SNOW, No COLO WIND, 
1! NO HOT SIMMER . NO THREE DIFF - 
176 NICE, UNING all ІШІ ІІ | Ее ХО Кеке ve 
Иен \ All | ITH. AIR SCRUBBERS ON ENER 
mac 4 an CORNER, AND ALL THE SUN You 
a ма À WANT FROM THE STREET LAMPS. 
Ке 
"те KILLER INSIDE ( я | S N 2 БАБА 
ME” WILL PREMIERE -< 2 yaeriry 
RIGHT HERE IN TUST eT 5 RAWI 
= Z 
@® || NN В 
Я = y Y 
| Ў ) Я 
J қ 
NO 6065 IN YOUR FOOD AND No RATS IN 
+ | YOUR WAUS AND NO 816 CRIME SURGE 
/,, i AFTER DARK BECAUSE THE: NT 
À. ANY DARK. JUST SHUT OFF YOUR WINDOWS 
£ WHEN YOV DEUDE YOU'VE HAD Емочей. 
HOURS AND DAYS AND Ç š ) 
WEEKS, NICE, NEAT, AND 
DEPENDABLE, AND TONS 
OF THINGS GOING ON TO 
ALL THOSE HOURS OF; = 


AND А Nice QUIET NEST 
TO RETREAT BACK TO- 
NO MORE NAGHEORHOODS 
OUT INTHE OPEN WITH 
BS WAUS AROUND 
MEM AND RAZOR WIRE 
AND BROKEN GLASS 
ON ТОР сЕ ‘EM мо 
MORE ARMED GUARDS 
AND GUNFIRE AT NIGHT. 
NO MORE LINING IN A 
совер ROOT 
CELLAR BECAUSE WERE 
“o AFRAD TO UNE IN 
THE HOUSE (SELE. 


AND MOVES 
AND А HoT 
SATA 
ANYTIME 1 
WANT ONE (I) 


| 


| 
| 


| NO MORE WORRYING ABOUT 
WHETHER ITS THE WORLD 
OUTSIDE THATS INSANE 


РЕЗНИК AONE 


GROUND AND ( DON'T 


TUST MEAN mie BUILDINGS, Bll 


a = аи 


- AND DANGEROUS, OR MY 
FATHER INSIDE THE 
BASE MENT WITH US. 


у 
m 


WHAT You SEE 
15 WHAT You 
Е m 


N 


YY 


an | 
AW 


Г WHAWAWHAT. ко, WHAT? 
|. WHASSA MATTA 2/2 
y | 


ME vol 


175 OKAY, STOP QUNERIN”. 
(А ALL RICHT: | GUESS | 
SHOULDA LOCKED THE 

DOOR, BUT | DIDN'T THINK 


Y ASS, 


тр 


ARE You CRAZY 22 Т ҮҮ 


IS I COME IN HERE АМО ҸО DID 
IT ON PUR POSE то 


SCARE 


ШІ 
ІШІ! 
П OR so. ITS RELAXING, OKAY? 

ANBO 


ON 
1 


RACHEL, ITS NOTHING! 175 Just 
SOMETHING | LEARNED A LONG 
TIME AGO, FROM SOME PEOPLE WHO 
UNE WAY OUT IN THE OCEAN, OKAY? 
THATS HOW THEY SLEEP- HEY СОМЕ. 
UP FOR ме. ENERY FIFTEEN MINUTES 


STILL A KID 
AFTER ALL. 
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THERE WAS ATIME WHEN 
1 MEANT TO GIVE THE DAMN 
THNG A NAME BUT THERE'S 
SOMETHING ABOUT ще DAMN 
THING THAT OFTEN PRELLUDES 
BIEN THE USE OF PRONOUNS, 
CET ALONE NAMES. 
1 DONT REALLY UKE HITTING 
THE DAMN THING. THERE 
TUST DOESN'T SEEM То 
BE ANY OTHER WAY To 
SET т ATTENTION! 


СУ ULE SAREE 
SMACK ~ 


THE DAMN THING'S 
UKE A CROSS, 
BETWEEN А 

TUNKIE AND A 

TWO-YEAR- OLD, 

INA DOES SKIN, 
WITH A CAT'S 

WAYWARDNESS 

AND A PIG'S 

PUNGENT REEK! 


YOU CANT пе iT UP OR ENEN SUUTA DOOR 
ON IT. WHAT (CANT ОКПЕ OR. CHEW 
THROUGH ITLL BREAK DOWN. (Т^ 
CHEWED DOWN А FUCKIN TREE To 
GET AT FOOD | HUNG FROM А Beal! | 
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ARN б00ч'0 SAN, START 
WITHA CUB, RASE IT UP 
RIGHT AND YOULL NNER 
BANE А PROBLEM, BUT 
WELL, THIS 15 A CUB/ 


My RAPPORT WITH THE 
DAMN TUNG 15 NECESSARY 
TO МУ SURVNAL. 


\ DONT KNOW How 
OR WHY EXACTLY, 


INE HAD TRS DREAM 

"THOUSANDS OF TIMES, 

tr COMES WON ME NOW 

SOMETIMES ENEN WHEN 
СМ AWAKE. 


INE TRAINED DOGS. BIG, ASSRESSINE 
0055, UTME “ха Does, EXOTIC 0065 
WITH THREE HEADS AND POISON FANGS. 

ALL OF THEM WERE TRICTÄBLE 
AND EASY COMPARED TO 


THIS DAMN THING/ 


DONT SEE MAY рот SEE HOW A MERE 


THIS MAKES YOO ANIMAL CAN BE AS 
So SRAZ DISRUPTIVE AS Yoo SAY. 


WHY CANT {oU 
NITROU ie? WHY CANT You gust 
CONTROL ITF zr ir RANE UTS WAY 


WHICH IM ToLo 
15 NECESSARY 


тъ 15 
DIGESTION. 


50 1 CAN'T TEL ANYBODY 
ABOUT IT--THEY'D THINK 1 
WAS GETTING OFF ОМТК5 
OR SOMETHING +. 

AFTER ALL, IM THE MAN; 
115 JUST AN ANIMAL. 

— A DAMN THING-- 
IM SICK ALL THE TIME FROM 
LNING WITH HS DAMN THING. 
(CANT SLEEP, 1 CANT THINK, 
| CANT GET CONTROL OF IT. 
TOUGH AS IT IS, ИМ STILL 
AFRAID OF INJURING IT; 

MY LITTLE HANDBOOK TEUS 
ME WHAT I'M SUPPOSED To 
TEACH THE DAMN THING To 
Do, BUT IT DOESNT TELL 
ME WHY DOING THIS 15 SO 
VITAL TO MY SURVIVAL. 
1 CANT RISK SOME BODY 
NAT STeAUNG т. INEED IT 

MS Su BEFORE Фо 
\ WISH KNEW WHY, 


OW, (LET IT HAVE ITS WAY, 
ALRIGHT MAINTAS IF 1 
HAVE MUCH CHOICE - 

80745 FOR RELAXIN6-- 
AS IN, LEARNING TO UKE IT- 


THEY DONT KNOW WHAT 
1RNE To FACE АС NIGHT. 


NO LOCK WILL CONFOUND 
и: NO DOOR WILL KEEP IT 
OUT FOR LONG. NO THREAT 
AFFECTS IT ONCE МЧ ENES 
CLOSE. 


ст DOESN'T JUST INSST 
UPON LAYING NEXT TO ME 
WHILE UM ASLEER 


т UCKS ME. WHERENER 
IT CAN GET TO SKIN-AND 
IT RASPED OFF My LEATHER 
ONERCOAT TO CET AT ME 

МЕ т. | 
— 115 TONGUE (5 НОСЕ AND PI 
FLABGY AND STICKY WET ||| 

UKE A GIANT SNAIL. 

IT DOES THIS ALMOST VERY 

NICHT - (Т BACKS OFF ONLY 
WHEN | WAKE ОР AND HT 


ІТ. 

I WANNA ASK OTHER PEOPLE 
HOW To MAKE THE DAMN 
THING STOP BUT HEARD 
OF A Соч WHO Мо SHIT 
WENT то JAIL FOR “ABUSINC" 
ONE оғ THESE THINGS -- 

AND THAT WAS JUST FOR 

HITTING IT NOT FOR 
KLUNG IT. 


3 


1 GUESS | KNEW THAT 
EVENTUALLY THE DAMN THING 
WOULD GET INTO THE 
STORE HOUSE. HELL, WHY 
WOOLON'T (TZ 


АЦ. Тік осо. THE ONLY 
FOOD. Au ı HAD TO GET ME 
THROUGH THE WINTER IT 
AVE ALL THE FOODAND LEFT 
HIS ONE CONTINUOUS SHIT 
ON THE STOREHOUSE FLOOR. 
GHAT ONE, IT DECUNED 
To екеу 

50. NOW 1 HAD COME TO 
THE END. | WAS COINS TO 
STARVE To DEATH. AND THE 
DAMN таме, WAS. CONG To 


IT'D HANG AROUND AND 
BADGER МЕ; YOL FOR FOOD, 
WATCH ME DIE, AND EAT MJ 
BON WHEN 1 OID. 
1 WAS so RELIENED 
\ SAT DOWN AND CRIED 
LIKE A DAMN BABY. 
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SO 1 WENT TO MY |! CAME UPON THE DAMN THING | | tr KICKED AROUND SOME AS THE DENICE DRILLED. 
SHOP IN THE BACK | SLEEPING AND JAMMED THE | | THROUGH BONE AND SETTLED PROBES INTO THAT 
AND BUILT A SMALL | DEVICE INTO (TS LEFT EAR LONG-NEGLECTED AND ATROPHIED PAIN CENTER OF 
DENICE. ITS BRAIN. BUT WITH A 6000 SHAKE AND A 
RESONANT FART IT COMPOSED ITSELF. 


THE STICK" ISA 


TRANSMITTER, A SIMPLE N NOW, 

DESIGN MADE FROM A == THEN. 
De SIT я 
= SIT. A 


YEAH, You № 4 
KNOW = 

WAAT (M yl 

SAVING. ? 


SEE, WHAT WE НАМЕ. 
HERE (5 NOT A FAIWRE 
То COMMUNICATE. IT'S 


А SWINGIN'-Diek CONTEST. 


UP TIL NOW, I HAVEN'T HAD 
А STAKE. IN THE САМЕ, 

{CAUSE \ DIDN'T WANT TO 
€o 50 FAR AS To INTURE 
THE DAMN THING. 


NOW ir DOESN'T MATTER IF 

1 KILL THE DAMN THING. 
NoT EVEN To МЕ. 
YM PAST THAT: 


= 
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THAN A BEAUTIFUL WOMAN 
MW SHES MINE-- 


Compovs - NS 
f SOUND= 
ж 
WR 
| LER 1 
2 ~ Р 
Ау |! 
H a || 
MS | 
If NON ~THAT we~ 
UNDERSTAND 
ers. JUST EACH OTHER 一 
START OVER, 1 WOULD RATHER HEAR 
SHALL WE? ” DAMNED THING HOWL IN а 
WHOS TANIN WHO ` 


NON, m WHORE? ( E 


MINO, BRIG, АМО 
1 WOULDN'T WORRY 
ABOUT EMMA 
TAKIN' YOU 

BACK. 


FINALLY 1 
FOUND A WAN 


SORRY, JAEGER... {2 E 
| 1DONT FOLLOW. W 2 5 Г | А PREOCCUPIED 
WHAT WERE WE $ MUTHA FUCKA, 


| 2 
TALKIN! ABOUT? AINTCHEW? 


HOUSEFUL or YEARS’ WORTH oF JUNK 

ALL COTTA GET PACKED UP TODAY, AND Ë р ОР COURSE, мом 

You KNOW ALL | COT FOR HELP 5 THIS кпке" OF COURSE, THE 

EQUALLY USELESS HOUSEFUL OF ZOMBIES= BABY STILL GETTING смее BEINE Sick 
(1) [OF COURSE, aD YOU озағреде: 


TE ТТІ | овче OF COURSE 17 


"у 


Dur 


THIS WEIROSWIT! YoU LOOK ALL NOT READY FOR EXIT INSPECTION ЧЕТ... 
WOUNDED WHEN | SAY MANGE. YES. оң, IF WE COULD ReseHEDULE 


YOU COME, YOU GO, YOU DO ALL ом... MI, MRS. RENSIE... NO, NO, WE'RE | 
1 DONT TRUST TOTALLY А СОУ AGAIN THAT WOULD JUST BE | 


GREAT... 


WKO THINKS NOTHIN’ OF ge 
BREAKIN' DOWN THE FRICK'N а Ho, Има. БЕЛИЯ > 
FRONT DOOR! AND AUT Do қа EUREN, 
1 РИИ 
15 SIT AROUND AND WAIT U Бя 
LIKE А 一 一 Í NO PROBLEM. CLEAN 
š с БА WAISTLE. 3 
Мор. че 
aq = 
THANK You Б о 


WERCOMES 
HOT PANIC 
Wer 


РАМЕ 15 
USEFUL. 
Чоо CAN 
LEAP TALL 
BUILDINGS 


YOUR NEINS 
RNS 
COLD AND 
DRAGS You 
DOWN. 
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‘ol, HI, JAEGER, 

You'Re. JUSTIN TIME 

то DO ALOT or, 
кел LIETING 一 


Miss? 


шъ 
L 


GOOD EVENING, 
MISS. ARE Чоо | GROSNEND®. 
RACHEL 
EROSVENOR- 


T 


NES. THATS WHAT I'D UKE 


SPEAK TO YOU ABOUT. 


WHERE Чо 
HEADED, JAEGER? 
THERE'S THIS 
WILD NEW FAD 
CALLED "SHARING 


ONE ROOM DOWN, AND | WASNT 
NEN THINKING "THIS (5 THE LAST 
TIME и. USE THIS ROOM" ANN- 

MORE. A BREAKTHROUGH! 


WELL, LADY, 1 COTTA 

ADMIT, | CANT FIGURE 

OUT WHAT YOU'RE 
SELLING. 


1 BEG YOUR 
PARDON, 
Miss. 1 AM 
Nour FATHERS} 
AUNT: 


Ze N 
са) = | 
IT 
> 
М; 
15 Чоув. 
MOTHER EMMA 
LOCKHART ALSO || 
ANALABLE? | 
YD LIKE To ОН 
SPEAK TO HER ЧИ 
AS WELL. N МШ 


WHAT 1 AM то You 15 

PRECISELY WHAT | WISH 

To Discuss, MA 
COME м? 


A 


Ur 


— 
~ 


е, 


WELL, I WOULD 
NEVER PRESUME 

UPON А LLAVERAC'S 
MEDITATIONS. 1 UNDER- 


£ w— 
N ~ STAND THEY ARE 
> CUSTOMARILY HELD AS 
9 INVIOLATE. BUT SINCE | 
` HANE BEEN DENIED 
HOSPITALITY, | SHALL 
Bo fis FOLLOW MEDAWAR CUSTOM 
== 


AND SPEAK BLUNTLY. 
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WE -- IAM SPEAKING FOR THE HATZ WE PRESUME THAT You FOUR HANE NO 
CROSNENOR FAMILY SPECIFICALLY -- INTENTION OF ACCEPTING BRIGHAM 
WE WISH YOU AND YOUR 4 why? CRONE NOR. AS HEAD OF THE HOUSEHOLD, 
MOTHER AND и HUBAD AND FATHER, 
YOUR SIBLINGS SHOULD HE WISH 
To ВЕАЗЗОМЕ س‎ TO REASSUME 
Your > THIS ROLE 
Мотцее (ТУ SN HIS 
FAMILY == RELEASE y 
NAME OF nz: | 
LOCKHART. < И 
q Sa 
| 
| 
one AS IN РАСТ; IF МАУ 
ADVANTAGE To You Ре 
IN RETAINING OUR AR. PRI 
NAME. == PARTICULAR ARE 
NOR тә үг \ SE Your, 
нм. Д Nok тој || E ики 
us | MOTHERS NAME. 
| . ¡e YoU RESEMBLE 
| | | е š Your MOTHER'S 
Ш | NET CLAN NERY 
NE IN STRONGLY 
\ INDEED. 
њи | 
y You SHOULD HANE 
< QUITE А 6000 CHANCE OF | 
s BEING ACCEPTED By THEM. ШІ 
> YOU'D HAVE А BRIGHT FUTURE PAIN tT HAS 
AHEAD OF You. WE'D ALL HANE А CAUSED To 
BETTER CHANCE OF PUTTING ASIDE 5 
HAS YOUR PARENTS! FOLLY. ДНЕМ то ЧОЎ 
YOUR LIFE CAN'T 


HAVE BEEN EASY. 
IT (S TIME NOW То 
SMOOTH IT NER. 

ME You WILL. 
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K 


ih 

SURE You DON'T WANT 

ME TO STICK AROUND? 
THIS BEIN A CLAN 

NEIGHBOR HOOD, AND NOT 

YOUR САМ, | MEAN =- 


а ا‎ 
( су CLAN OR 
De | но CLAN. 
gs 
z 


| 


HERE ЧА Со, 600; 
TWELVE AFTN АМО 


和 


\ LOOK LIKE А 
LLAVERAC 3 
UNTIL | SMILE. 5 


BUBBLE WAS WELL AND TRI POPRED, 
OUR WHOLE FUTURE DEPENDS ON MY 
GETTING INTO THE LLANERACS WHEN 
ІМ TWENTY-ONE- SHE'D ВЕ ABSONED 


МЧ FATHER WAS ~IS- 
А MEDAWAR. MILITARY 
MAN, UKE MOST oF ем. 


А MEDAWAR TOWN. 
THEY NENER UKED 
МЕ AND | CAN'T SAN 1 
ENER UKED THEM. 


My MOTHER 15, oR WAS, 
А UWANERAC, 


1 ALWAYS 
PICTURED THEM 
AS THESE СА024 ROMANTIC 
PRINCESSES AND THAT MV 
МОМ AND 1 WOULD 60 LIVE 
WITH THEM SOMEDAY AND 
Ure WOULD BE GREAT. 


MY KIO SISTERS COULD бо TO COLLEGE. 
ГО BE oN 
Сы <s 
STREET Y, 
| 
INS iy, Е 
\ N _ ; 
N WE САМЕ HERE, 
WHERE THE ENTIRE El 
= әкке ar! GUARD ARE |5 E 
= 28 | N hen Pf] BUT every ONCE INA WHILE 
5 = THE ЦАМЕРАС. =€ | 1 see ONE OF THEM WHO 
N < CLAN HOME. — SOMEHOW LOOKS MORE LIKE 
= а HIM THAN ALL THE OTHERS, 
ITS NOT UKE | 
DONT KNOW THATS A 
LOONY IDEA- 
1 KNOW WHAT WOULD 
HAPPEN ЛЕ 1 DUD. 


HE'D LOOK ME UP AND 
DOWN WITH THAT AWFUL 
STONE FACE THEY GET 
AND THINK | WAS JUST 
SOME HISTRIONIC 
ЦАМЕВАС HANING A FIT-- 


МУ DADDY WAS A MEDAWAR, AND HES IN PRISON 
Now AND 1 KIND OF HOPE HE STAYS THERE, BUT IF 
HE WAS HERE RIGHT NOW "О PROBABLY FORENE 
HIM FOR ALL THE THINGS ВЕ. DID To US, AND COULD 
1 TUST HOLD YOUR HAND AND CRY JUST A LITTLE BIT? N 
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~OR TRYING To RoB нм 
OR HIT ON HIM OR WHO 
KNOWS WHAT ~- 


—AND "0 JUST WANT ТО 
SMASH His TEETH IN-- 


Puso usr 4 25 У 一 EUT JUST AS I сет 
i eeu me Gruen REALLY pee Сомен 
TURN AWAY \т reeL THAT MUCH 
\ WITH A SCORNFUL ， N en THAN PINING 
Nor 4 ‘BUT ILL TAKE 17) -- 


-WHS UTTE TRICKLE 
OF FEAR STops ME 
COLD AND 1 


\. 


N 


A £ 


МАЧВЕ HE'S | 
BEEN FOLLOWING 1 
ME, TRYING TO FIND 

OUT WHERE WE LINE. 


—MANBE HS 
15 DAD. 


HE'S SUPPOSED TO ВЕ IN PRISON 
FOR YEARS YET, А LoooN6, 
LONG WAY AWAY FROM HERE. 

BUT IF HE GOT дот EARLY, “Sy 

WOULD HIS FAMILY TELL 952 


TN | 
| 


А = LL 


N 

МАЧВЕ, | THINK, MANGE НЕ DOESN'T KNOW Ме. 
1 LOOK LIKE А LLANERAC. MN BEST HOPE IS То 
STICK WITH MY MOTHERS PEOPLE (EVEN THOUGH 
„МАЧВЕ. NOT 1 LOATHE THEM). USE МЧ NATURAL CAMOUFLAGE. 
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шағ әм 


OcCK- "ER LEA 
区 ep НЕ L L. МЕ 
:HE LL 


е 
= ر‎ \ 
~ 2“ 
AAH, TURN 
вије. J cor 4 ~ 
WORK то DO. | ІІ 7 
| III III 


1, EN, 


CK-KNOCK 


амер” 
24 

/ р 

H 

J 

4 

wI 

u 

Y 
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= 
а 


rd 


Д weu WHO'S 
7 knockin’ МОМ22 
AND WHERE че TAKIN THE 


YoU BEEN? You | ARST LOAD, 
KNEW WE Hap- | WHAT ELSE? 


\ 
ЖТ жеу: 
7 — Да же 
~ | А С PUN. 


JUST SOME GUNS 1 KNOW. 
1 FLOURED YOVERE IN THE 
TUG OR SOMETHIN, So- 


vee ) | 
mi а 
== у = 
= INE 
ET y а 
52 BCE 4 
Ке, 8 
SE (7) | 
< Ус 
=== Ze 
$0, up дет п р 
SCARE THE BILLY Nor To MENTION THE 
BEJESUS OUT оғ A =$ DUMPSTER LOAD. AU THAT 


ME, HUHZ = SUNK YOUR. MAMA FINALLY 
AERES 


ED To LET GO oç 2 


БИН 
N 
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54 7 | THOUGHT THERE WAS 
j NOTHING ог ME HERE. = 
OU MY THAT You HAD CUT МЕ. \ THERES NOTHING 
o sti сент 9 — ДВА мес, HERE То SHow 
1 Do Siu WANT Р THERE EVER u), 
| ME. 1 KNOW - =" SA Ат As 
You Do жі --- 
NOW. 


NONE OF THE OLD 
FURNITURE, NOT 
ENEN THE STUFF 1 
WORKED EN HAND. 


N 


\ 


NONE Of THE STUFF 


BEFORE, WHEN WE 


BUT 1 KNOW ALL 
OUR STUFF GOT 
SuipfeD то HER 


3 
N 


жа 


STILL, THIS 15 АМ ANONYMOUS. 
APARTMENT THAT COULD BE 
ANY BODY'S, FULL OF UNFAMILIAR 
SIEHTS AND SMELLS, THE 
HOUSE oF A WOMAN ANO 
THREE KIOS THAT WENT 
ON WitHouT ME. 


d ЩЕ 
несе. 


„IN THE LEFT-HAND 

CLOSET OF THE Ве BEDROOM. 
ARE ALL MY OLD CLOTHES. 
UNIFORMS AND CLES 


Ча ALIKE. „4 


OK EMMA. YOU WOULDN'T 
UNE KEPT THESE. NOT WHEN 
YOU DIDN'T KEEP ANYTHING ELSE, 
NOT UKE THIS = You WOULDA 4 / 
AT LEAST BOXED THEM UP 
BA 


OR SOMETHING. gy, 


À WE HAD FROM 


UNED TOGETHER. 


N 


Course, 
EMMA WAS TRAVEUN 
PRETTY LIGHT WHEN E 
SHE Took HER 

LEAVE OF ME.) 


ANY, 


OH EMMA... DO 
NOU OPEN THIS CLOSET 
4 SOMETIMES AND RUN 
NOUR HANDS ONER MY 
OLD CLOTHES THAT 1 
HAUENT WORN IN 
NEARS AND THINK 
or МЕ? 


161 


NOW САМ SEE WHAT 
1 COULDNT BEFORE. 


GHOD, THAT FEELS So 1 WAS SO PARANOID, ALL | 


GoD... WHAT А COULD THINK WAS HOW 
ALL THIS COULD'VE BEEN 


COMING... 
номесом РАКЕО UP SOMEHOW. 


Ji. 44 


Js 


ШІ 


ШШ 


= 
> вл МОМ | САМ SEE = 

THAT THERE ARE THINGS 
> дебе TWITCOULDNT 
¿E = BE АМЧВОМ ELSE'S. + 


И 


THANK 60D FoR PRONE. т ВАМ, (10 u- 3 
THE KIDS. mer [ ШАТ? = Ме еди нео NOW. DAMN 
FACES SHOW SIONS um , y HARD. 

š HELL, WHAT WOMAND 


OF MINE THAT 
CANT EVER BE ү 98 Е WASTE HER TIME BELIENIN' 
ERASED OR \ ү EE THAT OLD “оң, ITS Au 
DENIED. Е DIFFERENT NOW, IM А 


E CHANGED MAN, TAKE 4 
ME BACK" CRAP? | 


р US : Ғ КАТ MAN'D 
ЧЕ т, RESPECT кес 
Қ IE SHE DID? j 


HELLS geus, 1 TALES NOT GONNA 
GOTTA CLEAN CONNINCE HER 1 ест TO 
THIS PLACE UP! SHOW HER UM INA 600D 


GROOVE. NOW, THAT | CAN 
SHIT, 4 SET BETTER, THAT 

EREN е BERN THING САМ 
REALLY LIKED... 
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7 7 РА Т 


EMMA, | NEVER THOUGHT THIS 
WOULD ВЕ EASY, I Never |1 


A WANTED iT то BE easy. || 


F | SELENE IN REDEMPTION, 
11 KNOW DESPITE EVERYTHING 


THAT IT'S POSSIBLE- 


Е 


FEE 


ми 7 SCHE 
(обе ве 


AAA 
Solow 


Ap 
БАТ 


ARISING ва El) 


т" 


NEAN. 


j So RAKE ME OVER 
у Е. THE COALS, BABY, 
1 WANT ст: 


бот то GET'EM 
ANEW HOUSE. 


ITS ALL сос 


{WON'T ENEN 
Look то SEE 
How MUCH IT 
©. ATTRIBUTE. 


кок MY 
FORGVENESS. 


me] 一 
Joy, E 


NEAL. THIS PLACE (© 
тоо MUCH LIKE THAT 


CELLAR WE LIVED IN 
WAN BACK WHEN. NO 
ROOM FOR THREE 
GROWING KIDS, FORGET 
ROOM To PATCH UP 
А ROMANCE. 


A AND SHE'D HAVE то BRING 
\т To ME, MAKE EXCUSES 

№ FOR Me, GET МЕ SPRUNG. 

Ч SAVE че, AS (p оме HER. 


ш 


миниш III! 


INI 
ИН 
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мом- | THINK 1 
FOUND THE Last oF ( OH? 
DAD'S OLD cRUD/ 


р 
ENT 


ALLTHIS CRAP WENE BEEN 
CARTIN AROUND LIKE A 
DEATH SENTENCE АЦ. 
THESE YEARS... 


0227 


RS TAN 
А BREAK 
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АГ А YAA 
JUST UKE THAT? 


RACHEL, JUST= 
Y'KNOW -- 
DEFENESTRATE. 


ІМ HERE, 
МЕ -You SURE. 
You guys NEED 
So Be ATRUCK3| 
| REALLY WANT 
то GET RID 


WHAT THE HECK N 
ARE YOU DOING IN 
THERE, Monster 

MANZ2 


TO THROW OUT 
PERFECTLY GOOD 


SORRY TO BOTHER Yo0. VM INQUIRING 
ON BEHALF OF THE FIRST CHURCH OF 
HUITZILOPOCHTLI RELEASING COMPANY 
REGARDING SOME FOOTAGE SHOT 
INTHIS AREA 
LAST 


WHOA, WHOA- WE'RE JUST YOURE LOCALS, 
THE MOVERS, THE FOLKS WHO THOUGH, AREN'T 
LIVE HERE AIN'T HERE. You? 


WELL, YOU MAN 
HAVE SEEN THIS 
FILM ON THE 
BIECER ARATE TU 
STATIONS ONER THE 
LAST THREE WEEKS. 


OW чеда, THATS THe UTTE | 
EPOSFEAST TANERN . 


MAN, To OBTAIN His PERMESION TO 


COURSE. BUT 1 WADN'T IN y / BUT Чо) SEE, THEY CANT FIND THIS 
OK: USE HIS LIKENESS. 


| THERE WHEN tr HAPPENED. 
| WHAT DID = ~ 


2 Је La 
| | Er. Now, ALL FILM BELONGS IN THE ат“ N 
StEE~YIT THEY STIL ANT | | повис DOHAN FOR (75 ARST MONTH OF ra ay BINT GONNA 
GOT THAT Be WINDOW FIXED. EXISTENCE. THAT TIMES ALMOST ОР FIND IM. 
IRE FAMILIAR Now, АКО ОЦНВЕЗИР WILL RENERT 
yo | то THE PEOPLE DEPICTED AND To HUA! мот эр А DUMPSTER, 


WITH THE PLACE? | | ное, бнотчне RUM. FIRST сносец 
WANTS TO BUY IT FROM THEM FOR 
THER SroeK-FeCTASE LIBRARY. 
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AAOW! MAN! 


An, HE'S TOAST, 


| WELL, THE OTHER MEN INNONED IN 
THE ACCIDENT DID DIE ON IMPACT. 
BOT THEY'VE ALL BEEN IDENTIFIED 


AND THEIR FAMIUES! CONSENT 
OBTAI NED. 


SORRY WE DON'T HANE A 
GETTER HEAD SHOT THAN THIS. 


ЈЕ А: ع‎ 
| TW MAN VANISHED FROM THE SENE 
| WITHIN MINUTES OF HITTING LOCH 
RAVEN FREE NAY. No IDEA HOW, 
WHERE То, og WITH WHOSE. HELP. 


SORRY man, | I ВЕТ ES GONE. 
CANT HELP / YALL MIGHT AS WELL 
YA. GO ON N MAKE 

YOUR моме. 


Шер || ; 


9 


Чең! WISH 
WE COLD, BUT ITS 
NOT ORTHODOX. 
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у 53 


HMM- WELL, IF HES NOT 
DEAD, 
HE STILL LOOKS LIKE THAT! 
So YOU CAN SELL HIS OLD 
LIKENESS. NO PROBLEM? 


ANY INFORMATION THAT LEADS 
То OUR FINDING THIS GUY OR 
WHOENER SHOT THIS FILM WILL 
BE WELL PAID FoR BY THE 
FÜRST CHURCH OF HUITZILO~ 
POCHTLI RELEASING COMPANY. 


WELL, THANKS ANY WAY. ON 一 
THE FAMILY THAT UNES HERE, 
HAVE Nou СОТ A FORWARDING 


| DOUET SERIOUSLY 


5, 


, А 
среске. „виене 
с "УУ 
ТАЕ STORY 
HERE? 
адтае арт: 
ин 
| ainbleu apts 45 
| ILO 
Ë | МЖ. ие 
(5 = VISTA VIL 
= > U Mr LES 
ІШІ Tm бт 
| 5 " 
= m 
= Ш 
ко STORY ч YoU SURE ABOUT THE HA! GURE. WELL, SHE'S 
To IT. JUST ( LADY PART? SHE 15 A LADY WHERE IT 
RELPIN OUT = LLANERAC CLAN, COUNTS, “THATS ALL. 
А LADY. ISN'T SHE 2 , 


en КАН HANHAN? Nor ] 
ақы ee о RACHEL? IN MY NEIGHBORHOOD/ 
SHE'S A 
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у NOT IN YOUR. WE-E-E-LL, TRUTH BE TOLD, 
NEIGHBORHOOD, EITHER, ONCE A KID THAT AGE MAKES HAHAHA 
FROM WHAT 1 UNDERSTAND. | | up uee mino, You KNOW / UA OHH АТЫ) 
AINT rr “OLD емодед то | | YOU CANT TELL HER А MEARY 22 3 


BLEED 15 OLD ENOUGH 


DAMN THING. 


= TA = 


BUT CTY KIDS ARE KINDA 
STUPID THAT WAY. OH NO. 
| BEEN DOWN THAT ROAD. 
| DON'T WANT ANY MORE 
OF THAT CRAZY SHIT 


HEY, Look How MUCH ROOM | Rae! смеве AND | 
THERE 15 IN HERE WITH ALL HELP ME А MINUTE! 
OUR JUNK OUT OF үт! WOW! | | > 


| 
К 
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THE NEW 
Ol пс 15 SO 
Gorceous! /. = 
б Ж 


ие ВАР oF COURSE NOT | [175 Мот оте Uke THAT 
на Вата MARCIE. 1 LONE 100. | | SS, 17S А WERO GRONNUP 
LIKE 


ME? 


THING. WHAT! MEAN 15, 1 
FEEL MORE Ат HOME Wit 
PA MEN THAN WITH 


NOMATER POW MUCH THEY CUSS AND 
DRINK AND SPIT AND SCRATCH THEM- 
SENES, ! STILL UKE ем BETTER THAN 


РАЦАРЈЕЗ S 
Аснозен WHOARE JUST 


| чеда, ист | AS MEAN AND 

OF THEM DO UNLOVELY, 

џетосет (Б А) “ore cer 
(С "Аа? м. Pious = 
& 00 
b > 4 THEM ом 
= т: 
че 


5 i PROBABLN BECAUSE 1 CANT BE А CUY MY- 
TEBEA | | DRESS AND MAKE- ED se Lee CEE 
tor MORE | | Up PRACTICALLY How SHS Less GUNS KNOW WHAT то SAY To 
ИКЕА BoY | | ENERY DAY. Come, IF You VF YOU DON'T —- > 
Yoursete. ОМ, т DONT KNOW, 
You AND 
WYNNE 
USED то 


BE 
FRIENDS. 
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98620055774 

кетпе, ТОО ART 

РА Лави 
Sans! 


WR 
Хоби, ewe THE 
05 COMPLEXES. 


ФА [S А HARMLESS 
TREAT REALLY 
HUH! © оныт 
WAS REAL Meer. 


Вет OFF 
You ATE SOME Thin 
BESIDES HIS FAKE 


= «енем, LOOK 
WHO IT 15 2/ 


= 
He 


OKAN, SAY WHAT A 
“МЕ, MOUSE 
HOLE/ 


pis ASILOMAR, ACRES), тати 
T 


п] 
а 


ДЕ 
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RA L А а 4 END 


J < 
OH marie- Ха ть» 4 5 
К (44% Е Е WHAT TH 
OH HONEY — А \\ > Ме Е WELL ne 
= ў хоо DOING 
`> = % то THAT 
8 = Е ~ KIDZ 
5% MARCIE, 
> WHATS- 


OHH-- MONING UPSETS HER, 


AND SHES BEEN So SICK. ‚ SHEENIKES, | 
ОН Honey, DONT со An, LET AO Air size 
DOWN THERE, 175 50 HER w SHE COULD 

DIRTY -- WANTS ТО. THAT LOUD. 
L H BABY, 
Phad Pret Prez PLEPSE. 


R08 
ھر‎ 


родом 


с 


| 


от h я 
тавы LS Do eee 人 AT Ў? Чеди, poNT WORRY, 
> ы“ moven es Оба f MARS. No such THING AS 
5 у THE DANE SUAT A PERFECT DAN. AFTER ALL, 
Ду: = DOWN THE -- | Ве ISTER RACHELS СОТ 


THE HOTS FOR MOMS 
KNOUN- FELON BOYFRIEND. 


YENOUI, T USED To Do 1 
il THAT WHEN TAS A KID- 
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KUY 
NE KULTURNN. XCAME То DIE, 
175 ‘I WENT TO THE DISCNER THAT т 
Wooos BECAUSE г WD нот LIVED. + 
WANTED то UVE 
DEUBERATEWN. 


ШЕ То uve peer АКО 
21 Suck OUT Au THE 
MARROW ог ufe. 


WHINING, COMPLAINING 
fi VOICES 


MOMERS VOICE STRANGE, 
HIGH AND FLUTING. 


NOT COMPLETELY SOOTHING, 


MOON тоо BRIGHT. Ë ENE қ 
1 и а R 
an HISSING SOUND RISES то A ROAR, 


SILVER BARS | TASTE OF STALE WATER +а 


Now Too COLD 2 Е HIGH WHINE OF INSECTS, RISING AND 
то TOUCH. ° вишње: га: в 


Е 175 OKAY 
ү; 4 HIS TIME. THis 
=. TIME WE'VE. сет || 
= SOME WHERE ( 
тр Te е. AA 
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we 3 а: AIR QUALITY 
É x п Your WINDOWS, 
=Í WHOS, EA WHAT? E au 
В дъ = > ТІ | 4 | Ж 
с ара + 4 En 
| 255 | < IMUM 
© 92 Ей 1 = Wehe 
= —Ç | | SPEED 
2 © ү в) ж с 
一 4 Ë : 
= / - | 
чай; = > , = 4 
EGAN 55 
I HATE 5 
CANNED // 
AIR. 


AIR- SCRUBBERS, 
MUST BE DOWN 


от. 
ALWANS HAPPENS 
JUST AS YOU'RE 
THINKIN HOW GOOD 
A CIGARETTE WOULD 
TASTE, DUDN' iT? 


三 UUUALKHA=- 
SHEEZ, irs ALMOST 
WORTH GOING че 

IN SOME MASSWE 

FIREBALL. 


GIRL SMELLS THAT 
CUT RIGHT THROUGH 
THE PROTECTIVE LAYER 
OF TAR ON МЧ TONGUE, 
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DS | | 
ее.) 


| 


AAN TANT 0.8 SOUUGHH! CLOSE mar ДР -gur-. об, LET HIM, O-bee- 
GONNA KILL Дай“ ! LETHIM.Go 8 
EKO СОТ ON, AVERY, Wet bess 
ay ese tes ро DRIVE- 
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"7 аммАМОМ mmo 
-| CANNABIS 
| репне w THE HAZE 


CONSIDER 
THE SENSE 
OF SMELL. 


GASOLINE 
GARLIC AND 
NINEGAR e 


7] DIRECTLY GAWANIZING THE OLDEST 


TO CREATURES MORE 
DEFINITELY RULED 
BY THE SENSE OF 
SMELL, АМ NER- 
WHELMING STEW OF 
ODORS Is А POWER- 
FUL INTOXICANT 


TT 


A LITTLE BROWNsKin 
GIRL HED HAD, ALONG 
TIME AGO, ёт NOT i 


LONG ENOUGH AGO... 


y тъ = 


SWEET TINKLY LAven 


SMELLS ARE HOTLINES To MEMORY, Бе 


PARTS OF THE VERTEBRATE BRAIN. 


3 A Tapale un Ki 10 DOGS 00 MONEY 
NSTAGOOD ENOUGH Rea 
MAT O TAM AS A 


BIEN THE WEAK HUMAN 
NOSE CAN DISCERN THE 
CHEMICAL SIGNATURES 
OF HOME, FAMILY, AND 
SUITABLE MATE; ОҒ 
( E FEAR, DISEASE, AND DEATH, 


PROMPTING- ACTION 
WITHOUT THOUGHT, 
BODIES JOLTING- 
AND HYPERREACTIVE. 


7 Sf 
Д 


` | 
w 


HOMEWITHFATHER ALIVE ANOMARTHAHAPRY 
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PUR, DARK COFFEE AND RANK Horse ЗЫЕАг 


THE AIR OF THE DOME QTY OF ANNARD 

Сомен 15 NOT So MUCH ENCLOSED By 
WS DOME AS RESTRAINED AND SHAPED 
BN IT) 15 POISONOUSLY RICH. 


Otón we sTEPPes. BITTER coo. MOSTOF /- 
HE SOLDIERS reze TO DEATH AnD HE 
COULDNT UNDERSTAND WHY. 
ee 


ч ч 

ens > 

THE EXHALATIONS OF 

BUSINESS АМО 

MANUFACTORY AND 

HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS 
{| or people. SIMMER 

| INT А RICA POLYATMOS - 


HA 


RAND GREASE, 
АММОМА, A 
GOAT er 
! жән 2 ~ 
| ңер PAINT 
а سے‎ aD STEEL 
Se WATER 


О 5 / 
Z p. А ч THE RESULTING DISTILLATE. 
2222 = ~ 15 OF COURSE DUMPED INTO 

EEE : = = THE RNER, WHICH FLUSHES 


x THE OCEAN VIVIDLY RED FOR 
MILES BEYOND THE RINER'S 
MOUTH. 1715 NOT EXACTLY 


POISONOUS BY THEN. 


JAEGER TRAVELS, 
CURIOUSLY SPLIT 
BETWEEN DELIRIUM 
AND CLARITY. 


HE KNOWS 
EXACTLY 


, Š 
P я WHERE HE 
» 15 GOING. 


COREAMILY) 
AS HE 
FALLS 


(GENERAL HUNDRED YARDS) 


НЕ. 15 
SUDDENLY 
STRUCK BY 
А THOUGHT 


CHS RIVER BETTER ВЕ As 
DEEP AS т REMEMBER IM) 


GTN PEOPLE SAY 
PINK OR BLUE то 
DESIGNATE INFANTS 
AS FEMALE OR 
MALE. 


PEOPLE OF THE BARRENS 
USE REO OR WHITE 


BUT ONLY IN ADULT HOOD; 
WE GENDERS OF CHILDREN 
MATTER UTTLE TO THEM, 


ME FALLS 
FROM WHITE 


A WHERE 5 не Z 
115 seen HOURS! 
Do YOU THINK HE'S 


REALLY, RACHEL. 
HELL TURN ор. 
ALWAYS WIEN Чоо 


TE ши мог 
AL’ WAYS Say Ф 
WHAT You wouto 
МАМЕ мм SAY. 
‘STIL, NOW AND HEN 
мец, SAN... SOME- 
“THING... WON - 


DONT LOOK Ат ME! DON'T 
Look дт МЕ! їм HIDEOUS, 
OLD AND DECRERITY 


BUT HIS SKIN 
GLOWS WITH 
HEALTH, HIS 
HEAD 15 CLEAR, 
HIS ACHES AND 
PAINS ARE 


% 


г КАР-Р BIRTHDAY, 
DEAR DAD-DEE .. = 
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Oú, "м WRETCHED, 
VER&recTe NRETeNED- RESIDENTS 
SAN SOMETHING DADDY, 


DARLING: 


“THE COURSE 
IS STRANGE, 
AS AWANS. 
DANGER LIES 
IN BOREDOM 


AH, EMMA. PEARL ог 
МЧ MISSPENT YOUTH. 


WHAT'S THIS 2 5 
SWEET PASSING THE MAIN = 
На RACH WINDOWS OF THE AS annie 
YOUNG THING? “GOLDEN PRTIULARY, Ее, 
- HEFINDS HIMSELF DISCONCERTS 
WONDERING WHY (T HIM, AND RE 
SEEMS SO EASY METS HIS 
To MOVE WITHOUT COURSE TO 
| BEING SEEN. А MORE 
DIFFICULT 
ONE. 


OH, RACHEL. THERE'S So Youre 
No POINT IN Your | SANING, 1F T 
WING Yoursere | DONT eg) 


| “Ho, IF 400 DONT GET | И “AFTER ALL, HES А FREE 
ER RELL SOP MAN, ISNT HEZ DON'T YOU 
COMING BACK. FIND You PREFER HIM 
THAT WAY?" 
HE ONLY STAYS 
ANAN LONG ENOUGH 


b 
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INTERLUDE 
FIGHT SCENE 


"HOW 
FIGHTS HAVE 
T BEEN IN? 


i | || 
||| | 
| 
MEEK 
JUST MIND MY 
OWN BUSINESS? 
7 


MINDING MY OLIN BUSINESS 
HAS GOTTEN ME INTO MORE 
TROUBLE THAN DAMN NEAR 
ANYTHING ELSE. 


Sy 


ПЕ “THERE ANT но 
SUCH THING. = 
б 
т ‘YOU CAN'T CHANGE HOW | “I MOVE AROUND 
ВИИ peorLe ARE (бер ve. | AUT. TM ALWAYS 
ШІ AND YOU SHOULDN'T ||| (На | THE NEW GUY, 
ШІ Blow tr OFF, EITHER." | | | 
! MII INN ІШІНЕ 
| ТІШ 
| 


“WHENEVER THERES А 
NEW GUY, THE OTHER 
"960145 НАМЕ TO KNOW 
№ WHERE HE FITS IN” 


“15 THE NEW GUN A DICK, 

GONNA RUIN EVERY Вотч 5 

Goop TIME? 08.15 НЕ 
ALL RGHT2 


ШІ! 


“Т5 PERFECTLY NORMAL 
то TRY THE NEW GOY ол.“ 


| 


“15 Also NORMAL 
=] FOR THE NEW Guy 


= At 
Al ; то теч то show | 
L == BIERYBODY How 
un >, THINGS ARE. | ТІ | 
| — - — III! 
ЕЕ p [EEE e me ano N 
J| ЕЕ AA | LESS смагво ways |, ДИТ 
жы а (| (ее вана ват тиме. 
! - 
III = 
| || раду“ = 
| |||" 


ў “IT WAS A COMPANY 
‚| | TOUN, THE PLACE т 
GREW UP IN. 


MRY- 
Set 


7 
“AND EVERY TIME T GOT INTO A 
FIGHT- AIN OR LOSE-- I'D GET MY 
ASS BEAT BYTHE SCHOOL DRIVERS 
FOR 'WILLRIL PROPERTY DAMAGE.’ 


УМЕ 


| 


“I WASNT THE ONLY HALF-ASCIAN 
КО, BUT I LOOKED MORE ASAN. 
MY DAD WOULDN'T CUT MY HAIR. 


“THAT MEANS MOST 
OF THE PEOPLE- 
ALMOST ALL oF THE 


| | KIOS -- WEREN'T 


MUCH ABOVE SLAVES. 


“THE COMPANY KIDS, 
see. THEY WERE 
VALUABLE PROPERTY. 


“BUT THEY GOT ISSUED NICE 
CLOTHES AND BIG HOUSES, So 


THEY DIDN'T KNOW THEY WERE 
PROPERTY. THE KIDS DIDN'T, ANYUAY." 


Же” 


gal Y (times = 
== WI 
oe = рт > 
| (есе 
so го cor N کی‎ 
SCHOOL AND UNE 3 А 3 
ЧЫ Ne 0005 \ unse 
= ЊЕ и HOME AND MY JAD 
rev у WOULD se my А5 Je 


\ 
У 7 
> Е For ме, FOR 
ROS - УДА N ле: = 
> Ж № ы ч» 
> | E 


и 


e 
| | 一 三 
N = 4 WHAT? = 
7 IN > (| 
ха 5. а En 
3 2 
а > | x + 
r ANON т SAD “2 
MN FATHER NEUER WT =. = 
ME IN ANGER. HE 
DIDN'T. y 人 THAT? THAT WAS JUST 


THE PRICE т HAD ТО PAY 


ek FOR A FEW DANS OF 
COME ON, THERES PERE AND QUIET. 
A HUGE DIFFERENCE Loc пењу it 


as (DEA OF WHAT (S A 


NDR BEATING: BEATING (5 DIFFERENT 
МУ DAD FROM MOST PEOPLE'S, 
WASNIT грама 


KAY, 


г вст > 


HIT A BALL A COUNTRY 
MILE, BUT T STILL 


— - WOULDN'T PLAY 
INTO FIGHTS > = 
Because т HAD Ж E 
А SMART Е ій т... 
MOUTH. == KED 
> пата. r = DOWN. BUT r NEUER 
RN I WOULDN'T UNDERSTOOD А 
SUES эу TALK Ат ALL. Ч THING. 


ы | > Е 


ae == _- 


ЖҰ a _ “THE OLD MAN | 
yl “TO TAKE MY DIDN'T Do MUCH. 
Yo МАІРА! FROM THE \ HUNT, FISH, 
ary DRIVERS AS USUAL, Д ` SMOKE, DRINK. 
о AND ALSO AS USUAL = 
са MN FATHER WOULD E ME HAD A 1 
GETCALLEDIN. FACE UKE A 三 
HATCHET AND 三 
== = HARDLN EVER 
= TALKED WHEN 
= — A GRUNT WOULD 
а SUFFICE." 
b == 
= “SOMETIMES НЕ. 2 


MR. AYERS. THAT CHILD'S 
HAIR MUST BE CUT 

|> ITS ONHYGIENIC. rrs 
NOT FAIR OR HEALTHY 
FOR THE OHER BOYS, (15 


йй 


Г ге = 
“HE HAD A GIRLFRIEND 


WITH Two KIOS, BUT I'M 
SURE T WASN'T HERS. 


BREAKING, THOUGH. 
ELSE HEU NEVER JN 


Vz "THE SILENCE IN THE HOUSE MADE My 
“IT WAS LIKE EARS RING. LIKE BEING UNDER WATER, 
HE LAS WANING: WAY OUT OF REACH OF THE SUNLIGHT- 
FOR SOMETHING. 1 
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>= 


М... 
P, SN) AN m 


AER DD а... 
мї 
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“ID co AND STAY 

GONE. STAY GONE 

ULT DIDNT KNOW 

WHAT DAN IT WAS. 
1 HAD To. 


ME то CLEAR THE FUES 
OUT OF МЧ HEAD, THE 


WE HEAR нез Kalo се N 
А MEL реми. Мачве You'Re 

TANKU HE'S A BAD APPLE 
Кет WORTE Бенин, HOHE 


"—Tugse WEIRD 
REGULATORS 
WOULD SHOW че 


SE 


“PARTLY BECAUSE r 
WANTED TO Respect 
МЧ FATHERS SILENCE. 


KID OFF THAN FARM 
HIM OUT TO A 


PRE FORGETTING . 
МЕ. ANGIERS HERE 
HAS Мо беципчев, 

Го Ча, HENRY? 


YES HENRY NERE | 
ast 


МАЧВЕ чедо 
RATHER МАКЕ A 
== ek oF Your итис 
==» 


HAD To TAKE Sur 
Ç WITHOUT END OFF OF 
m г SCHOOL DRIUERS, 
ЕЕ HEY сес ай 
OFFICERS, amen А Bosse: 
А MEN. PROTECTING THE 
у COMPANYS INVESTMENT." 


та 5 WHAT SCARED МЕ. 
“THOUGHT THAT WHAT- 
ВЕР. WAS GOING ON, 
IT WAS WORTH А ЧУЕ 
SUTLOAD OF MONEY. 


m 16 
LE 


“AND FOR WHATS (е THEY 
WERE PROTECTING WER | 
INVESTMENT, „УЙАТ WAS 
THAT INNESTMENTZ | 


| | 


|| 

|| 9 
|| X 
|| 


| 


H “тр соме влек. E 
Y ў Î MENO LEANE. 
и OSOALLN WITHOUT 
3 ој ER ORD. 
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“BUT WHY DIO HE 
TAKE THAT sur 
FROM THE BLURSZ 


“HE WAs No 
COMPANY MAN. 

HE WAS THE 
LOCAL JAEGER. 


“THATS LIKE A 
GAME WARDEN, 

OR PARK RANGER, 
BUT MORE 50.“ 


В 
МА К 
шиш x 


SR 


“IN TOUN 
“THEY CALLED HIM 


“THE LORD OF THE Wood" 


AND SAID (Т 
WITH A SNEER 
BECAUSE 
HE WAS A DRUNK. 
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|| 
| 


li 


|| 
| 


ey 


\ 
AN 


Ў 


“ITS A HOLDOVER FROM 
OLD TIMES. FROM BEFORE 
THE COMPANY. EACH PART 
OF THE WOODS HAD А Guy 
WHO LOOKED AFTER IT: 


ЧЕ YOU WANTED то НОК 
Чоо ASKED THE JAEGER 
FOR PERMISSION. IF HE 
DIDNT GIVE с YOU DIDN'T 
HONT: IF YOU HUNTED WITHOUT 
HS PERMISSION, You WERE 
А POACHER AND HE OULD 
KILL YOUR ASS. 


"iF АМЧ@ООЧ GOT LOST IN 


ІШ THe WOoDs, HE'D во сет ЕМ. 


КЕ AuJAYS KNEW WHERE 
То Loo For "ЕМ. 


ЧЕ THE TOUNIES NEEDED 

MEAT, HE PRNIDED T; 
THERE'S NOTHING ABON HIS 
PATCH СЕ WOODS THAT THE 
TAEGER DOESN'T KNOW. 


“Вл HE COULD SEND ME TO SCHOOL -- “FOR EXAMPLE -- 
(GOD KNOWS WHAT KIND oF DEAL THAT WAS) WHEN THE OTHER 105 FOUGHT AMONG “THEMSELVES, 
AND STILL BLOW OFF THE DRIVERS" AUTHORITY. THEY DONT GET WHIPPED FOR IT. 


ZEN 


"FUCK. TRY THAT WITH MY OLD MAN, ЧЕФА 
GONE OFF UKE GODDAMN THIRTY MEGATONS. 
HEDA SUIT ON THEIR ASHES. 


>= J FT 
Jj “I LEARNED HOW TD KEEP А COOL HEAD 
WHEN SOMEBODY WAS TRYING To KILL ME. 


FIGHT. T FIGURED 

OUT HOW то бек 

TUE ONE WHO'D WIN 

MOST oF THE TIME. 
if ا‎ 


“т CLICKED INTO Focus 
FOR МЕ FIRST TIME. | SA 
115 AMAZING HOW MUCH | S 
You CAN TELL BY How Y 


а 


ll 


“ITS DUMB, вот 
TRUE: You JUST HAD 


* “JUST вот то BE 
SMARTER OR FASTER 
АМ ANYBODY ELSE.” 


I < | 
ШІ | | 
AND IF YOU GOT A PROBLEM 
“THAT T WAS RARDLY GROWING BIGGER THAN WITH МЕ YA FUCK, You CAL ME 
PANEODY ELSE WAS OF INESTIMABLE HELP IN ат PROPER? You š 
[MPLEMENTING WS SIMPLE OOP "| | wr Do THAT GIRL 
一 一 一 SHIT LIKE PULLING N Е 


My HAIR, ET Ir? 
Zn 


NJ 
ol YOU CAN 
POLL MY HAIR, 


ÉS 

GRAB A BIG 
HANDFUL. SEE 
WHAT HAPPENS, 


К Х| \ 
Гуарани 
ке Ица | 


| 
ITS МОГ THAT T HAD No FRIENDS. IT'S 


JUST THAT I COULDN'T BE WITH ANY- 
BODY WHO ASKED ME THE QUESTIONS 
T COULDN'T ASK MN FATHER. 


г ji CHAKE UP A NAME 
к Ket [MAKE OPA STORY) 
la line Ml ла) 


COULD PUT Че WITH 
THER GRINS AND | 


SPACES WITH DETAILS 
THAT DON'T MATTER 
MAKE THE Мот 
IMPORTANT THINGS 
INCONSEQUENTIAL ) 


“АКО YOO KNOW- tT 

DOESN'T ENEN MATTER 
IE You TELL EACH ONE 
A DIFFERENT STORY. 
THEY LOVE т. 


S 


i "DONT FIGHT WITH THE OLD МАМ, DONT 
DREAM OF BREAKING HIS BONES - f ce тне BLURS CANT 
U] BEAT мнаттче WANT 


| OUT or НІМ, NEITHER 
"KEEP GOING OUT: 
KEEP GOING Ol 


KEEP GOING OUT. 


"SOME oF THE KIDS 
МЕКЕ SENTON TD 
HIGH SCHOOL, oR TECH 
SCHOOL. MOST WEREN'T. 


“THE COMPANY KIDS 
WERE BEING MARRIED 
OFF -AT THIRTEEN, 
FOURTEEN, EVEN TWELVE . 


JOBS, OF COURSE, 
THERE WAS No JOB 
FOR МЕ, NO WIFE . 
МЧ UFE WOULD END 
WITH МЧ CHILDHOOD. 


"So т GUESS (Т5 No 
SURPRISE THAT IT WASN'T 
LONG BEFORE Т GOT INTO 
MY FIRST REAL FIGHT. 


“A FIGHT WITH A 
MAN, NOT A КФ. 


"THAT WAS ONE 
T DIDN'T SEE 
COMING AT ALL. 


“т WAS IN THE MARKET, 

THINKIN’ ABOUT Ном YOUR 

ORNION оғ WHAT YoU ро |77 

CHANGES WHEN You THINK |55 

SOMEBODY MIGHT BE 
WATCHING You. 

7145 GUY SAD SOMETHING 

AND Z SND SOMETHING 

AND HE MADE SoME BAD 

NOSE ABOUT WHAT HE'D 

Do ЧЕ You were MY 


“PROBLEM 16, FIGHTS DECIDE WHERE “NOTHING PROVED THIS To ME MORE UNDENIABCH THAN 
PEOPLE GO IN THE ORDER OF THINGS. WHEN THE LAW LENELERS TOOK THE 01/66 GOY AWAY 
AND IN THIS TOWN I HAD Ко PLACE. AND IGNORED МЕ ENTIRELY.” 


ике А шір 
дими! 


Са ща WANT E 
چ‎ 


“SO I GO HOME, NOT 


KNOWING IF T WON 
OR LIST, TRYING TO 
FIGURE OUT WHO THE 
DRIVERS WOULD TAKE 
IT OUT ON IF T REALLY 
DID SOME BAD SHIT... 


И JUST-- ONE oF THEIR 
| STURD MADE-UP REASONS-- 
SAID T Келді ЖЕРІ) Witt 


5 “SPOTS FLICKERED ON THE EDGES ОҒ MY VISION. 
= ve PINS AND NEEDLES UP AND DOWN MY BACK- 


Сут WAS AS IF НЕ HAD Hm ME ALREADY. 


*--т WAS LOOKING ATA MAN 
WHO WAS 


UT WASN'T LOOKING АТА MAN 
WHO WAS ALREADY BEATEN OR 
WHO HAD GINEN UP-- 


MAKE THE 
NEXT MOVE.” 
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sues 
LAIN DOWN, 
BABY. 


ЕС 
Hour 

Зем “шон 

NOTHING,” Yoo 


u ИТ 


“т WENT DOWN IN THE BOGS 
AND CAUGHT SOME GODDAMN 


DISEASE. SICK FOR... WEEKS... 
THOUGHT го GOT DEAD FOR SURE. 


М “А BLEEDING SAVED 
ME. TUND UP FOR 
AWHILE пи т FELT 
BETTER. BUT BY THE 
TIME TEOT HOME IT 
WAS MY FATHER 

WHO WAS DEAD. 


„| МЕ MY FATHER HAD ANY 
| MORE MONEY, MARTHA MUST 
` HANE TAKEN IT WITH нее. 


“SHE SAID HE PASSED OUT 
DRUNK ONE NIGHT AND LAY 
IN THE ROAD А WHILE. 


“UT WAS COLD ко 


“HE CAME HOME, WENT 
TO BED, AND JUST NENER 
GOT UP AGAIN - Y) 


“ue SANK. Ж 
ЦЕ SANK. т 


“THEY SAID THE 
HOUSE WAS MINE. 


BUT T WOOD HANE TO 
PAN THE PROPERTY TAXES 
IFT WANTED 70 KEEP IT. 


“ICOULD KEEP МЧ FATHER'S HOUSE. T COULD HAVE 
A JOB WITH THE COMPANY. I WAS МИЧЕЕ THIRTEEN, 
FOURTEEN, BUT THEN'D PAY ME ENOUGH Tb COVER 
THE TAXES, No MORE, SINCE THEY WOULDN'T WANT 
TO INTERFERE WITH MY SELF-SUFACIENCY, RIGHT] 


“SIGN WERE, AND 
Зен THEIR HAPPY 
LITTLE FAMILY. 


“THEY WENT ON 
ABOUT ‘OTHERWISE’ 
FOR QUITE SOME 


ҮП {OUR FLESH. Ж 


AS 
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“THEN LEFT WER 
CONTRACT FOR ME 
TO SIGN (Е T 
CHANGED My MIND, 


YI DIDN'T WANT TO 
SPEND THE REST OF 
MY UFE ON THE PORCH 
WITH A SHOTEON. 


AND ALL MY 
GHOSTS WENT 
ОР WITH IT. 


WELL, OKAY, No. 
I Took HOSE 
WITH МЕ. 


“Вот THE House's 
TERRIBLE TIDAL 
PULL WAS GONE. 


“THAT SEASON, WHEN THE ASAN DRUM FIEF CAME 
THROUGH, T FOLLOWED THEM. 


“т WAS А HALF-EREED, So NOBODY WANTED МЕ. - 
BUT T COULD KEEP Uf, So THEY LET ME. 


“AU THE ASS Т KICKED, AND I STILL DIDNT Kick H 
THE ONE THAT NEEDED IT: (оре, SHAKMAH, THE 4 


WEASELLN UTTLE SHUT THAT'S ANOTHER STORY 


y А “т тоок А BEATING 3 
BECAUSE OF HIM. 
TUST LIKE SCHOOL 


У LOT OF FIGHTING THERE. ASCLAN KIDS FIGHT DIRTY, 

THEN DON'T NOTICE BROKEN NOSES OR BUSTED FINGERS. 

WHAT FEW OF "ЕМ DID BITCH TO THEIR FATHERS, THE 

DADS SAID, "SO WHAT? ЧЕ 00 CAN'T BEAT “M, WHY 
COME CRYIN TD МЕ?" 


ON TOR (TWAS А GOOD TIME. IN 
MY GUT ТИ ALWANS AN ASUHAN. | 
How) COULD T NOT BEZ THEY TAUGHT 
< ME BIERNTHING МУ FATHER DIDN'T. 


“ BUT UNDERNEATH, Г 
WAS A LOT LIKE TOL 


“А FEW YEARS, 
AND Т MOVED ON. 


“зо ТМ ALWAYS THE NEW GUY. PEOPLE GOTTA 


KNOW HOW IT 15 WITH ME. SOTHEN Иск FIGHTS. “But DAMN т WAS GETTING 
FRANKLY, T DIDN'T THINK ABOUT VT MUCH. T TIRED oF «т! WASNT т IUST 
COULD TAKE IT AND THAT SOLES MOST FIGHTS MINDING MY OWN BUSINESS Z 


BEFORE THEN START. T TOOK THAT FoR GRANTED, 
AS MOST GUYS WHO CAN TAKE A PUNCH DO - 


у (а “ANOTHER DAY, ANOTHER. = 
(СД BAR, ANOTHER ASSHOLE. 


H к A = || =» 


° £ DIDN'T HIT THAT GUY TOO HARD. 


“т KNOW HOW TO HIT А GOY So AS то KILL (M. 


AND т DIDN'T HIT THE SON OF A BITCH THAT HARD. “AND I WAS STILL IN PRISON. 
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“т SWEAR, FIGHTING WAS THE ОМІ THING THAT KET 
ME ALIVE IN PRISON. І CAN'T UNDERSTAND WAY 
THE OTHER INMATES DIDN'T GANG UP AND KILL МЕ. 


“SOME GODY'D BUMP INTO ME AND ТО SINK My 
TEETH INTO HS SHOULOER. THEY'D PUT ME DOWN, 
IN SOLITARY TO CALM DowN AND TO BOUNCE 


“TURNED ME LOOSE T STARTED SHAKING, MY NERVE 
WAS SHOT: Т COULDN'T THINK. MY ARMS AND LEGS 
TERKED ол OF CONTROL... (FT TRED To HUD STIL. 


“THE GUARDS HAD THIS THING WHERE THEN'D 

STAGE FIGHTS TO BET ON. THEY WANTED GOOD 
FIGHTERS. OF COURSE, WHAT 1 WAS WASN'T So 
MUCH A FIGHTER AS т WAS A RABID HOG... 


“THOSE POOR SLOBS DIDN'T DESERVE WHAT T DID 
То THEM. BUT FIGHTING REALLY CUTTING LOOSE ~ 
(TWAS ALL Т COULD DO. T DONT THINK І SLEPT 

TINO HOURS AT A STREICH AUL HETIME TWAS IN. 


І THINK TWAS AFRAID Го SINK, LIKE МУ 
FATHER. JUST LAY DOWN AND NEUER GET UP. 


I CN GEDDUP АМ SPEND 
= FOUR HOURS DOIN’ MY кат “N” 
CLEANIN' UP THIS PLACE. 


ШТІ FRANC sock 
REFOLDING - 


OR т CN GET МЕ 
SLEEP AN IN TR" MORNIN Go ON 
А КЕ ORIY- MLE RUN AWAY FROM 
AU TEE Росов POMES AND You 
"cause. (K ASS WIL BE 
EATIN' MY DusT… 


CAMP DIDNT HATE 
МЕ, EXACTIN--” 


WoAlE-0F-US-HAS-Hap- 
екі SLEEP IF-WE-DONT- 
55-і 


INSPECTION- WE-GO-ON- 
A- FORTY. МІ 


А САМ 4 y 
-A/ RN, ђ / IR, 
ЗЕ ЕЕ 
< 
5 И = E-l ч 2 „М 
AVAN Да 
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` BESIDES-- BEFORE T GOT A CHANCE TO MAKE 
ANY REAL ENEMIES, THINGS STARTED GETTING 
OUT OF CONTROL WITH THE DRILL INSTRUTOR. 


“THINGS ғол oF | 


= 


“THE MORE HE STEAMED, THE MORE SLACK THEY | WELL, SHIT IF You 
СЛ ME. I DUNNO IF W WAS PITY OR (Е THEY DIDNT STRIDE IN UKE You 
WERE JUST GLAD HE WASN'T BUSTIN THEIR ‘NADS."| 7777 


YOU'RE JUST 
A DICK, MAN. 


тм жеу | | 
š ШИ (lh 
TI || ШЇ Т) 
| ШИ Hea 
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“NOT ENERY DRILL SERGEANT WAS 
UKE BRIG. INTIME І SAW THAT. 


“GUYS WHO FAUL IN LINE NATURALLY, 
WELL, NO PROBLEM. GUYS WHO TRIP oN 
THEIR WAY IN, THE DRIUS JUST HAMMER, 
ЕМА BIT HARDER AND THEN WAT 
THEY KNOW THEY CAN WEAR ‘EM OUT. 


“DRILLS LIKE BRIG... THEY 
CAN'T WAIT. THEY CAN'T JUST 
LET A GUY FALL INTO STEP 
AND THEN PRETEND HE 
WAS ALWAYS THAT WAY. 


“NO, THEY HAVE ТО HANE A, 
A MOMENT, WHERE THEY 
KNOW THEY ACKED You UF 
AND POT You WHERE Yo) Go. 


“AND HE JUST 
COULD NOT 
WEAR МЕ. 


WHATSAMATTER wırH You? И 
TOO CHEAP To BUY SHANING 
CREAM OR TOO LAZY TO 

LATHER UP A UTTLE SOAP? 


SIR, No sie! 
NENER USE THE 
STOFF, SIR! 


So IF I WAS TO ASK MURPHY 
THERE IF HE'S EVER. SEEN You USE 
SHAVING CREAM HE WOULD Say NO 2 


SIR, YOU'D HANE 
To ASK HIM, SR! 


SIMBLE Тїз ес EVER 
| use ANYTHING оні 
| РАСЕ IN THE MORNING; 


AND IF Г WAS TO ASK TANETTA THERE 0R 
ADELF/ OR EVEN GODDAMN EVANS THEY 


«оар SAY WHAT WOULD YOU SAY, 
DAVIES? DOES AYERS HERE 


| EVER USE SHAVING CREAM! 


—/ e 


| se NOT THAT IVE 
q < VER SEEN SIRI 
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N [U< s- зачет ме НЕ sepsa | 
LITTLE WATER ON THERE, SIR! SIR! 
чш с 


б; 


OFFICER SAID 
SERGEANTS 
AREN'T ALLOWED 

To WT Us. 


WHAT ARE YOU 
N GRINNIN AT? 


у. “So THERE т WAS, NOT SNEAKING 
OUT OF OUR НОТ TO RUN THE CAMP 
PERIMETER, МАКЕ SURE 工 KNOW 
WHAT ALU'S GOING ON, AND LET МЕ. 
TELL YOU ONE THING FOR SURE: 
THAT IS NOT IN My NATURE. 


“AND FOR THE LIFE OF МЕ 
т COULDNT TELL YoU Now 
te r WAS STAYING PUT TO 
BE GOOD OR BECAUSE NoT 
GANING BRIG A CHANCE 
ENERN NIGHT To CATCH 
Ме DRNE HIM Чем MORE 

BUGFUCK CRAZY. 


[ 


“AND SMILING. r COULD 
Not stop SMILING, THAT 
AT LEAST BEGAN AS FUCKING 
WITH HIM. AND Nou) IT WAS 
FUCKING WITH ME, МУ LIPS 
FELT UKE BoarLAES， 
MY CHEEKS FELT LIKE 
SPRAINED ANKLES. 


SARNT 
MAJOR 


“I WANTED TO FEEL 
МУ TEETH CLICK ON 
BONE THROUGH FLESH.” 
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2 


LA i 


“THE DAY САМЕ WHEN АШ THE OMER 
GUYS IN TRANING WEREN'T ENEN 
TIPTOEING AROUND TO SEE WHAT 

WOULD HAPPEN NEXT. 


“THE DAY CAME WHEN EVEN THE 
OTHER TRAINERS WEREN'T TRYING 
To TALK SENSE To BRIG ANYMORE, 


“THE DAY CAME WHEN ALL I COULD Do 
WAS MAKE MY CREAKING TENDONS WALK 
AND BREATHE AND PICK THE MOMENT 
то SAY TD BE OUT BACK OF THE 
COOK SHACK AT NINETEEN HUNDRED, 


СЕЈ 


ХИ i ДЕ | | MN | 


j 


` sN SS 


TU BE YOUR 
GODDAMN DADDY 
AND ту FUCK You 
JUST LIKE YOUR 

DADDY 019. 


YEAH, THATS 
WHAT I 
THOUGHT. 
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“SHE WAS ABOUT FOUR, 
AND CUTE, AND OBLINIOUS, 
AND SHE HAULED ME N 
OFF ВЧ THE HAND. 


“то DINNER. 


“BRIG TOOK ME IN. 

HE MADE ME WELCOME, 
HE HAD AN ABSOWTELY 
GODDAMN GORGEOUS WIFE. 


Ут HAD THE SHAKES. 

SHE THOUGHT I WAS 

Мек. SHE PUT ME 
To Вер. 


“FROM THAT MOMENT 

ON, THEY WERE МУ 

FAMILY. T WOULD KILL | АИ ue 
FoR HIM, г WOULD AWE 


HANE DIED FOR нім. | EMMA, F нер 
RATHER SLEEE OUT 

AT THE FRONT DOOR, 
WHATS (7 To You? 


` Чоў DON'T 
T WAS HIS DOG aloud THESE 
| Peole LIKE 
AND r DIDNT CARE. ee 
ER 


“AND I FEL INTO UNE.” 


7 
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HAS (Г ENER OCCURRED 
TO YOU THAT MANGE BRIGHAM 
DIDN'T SHOW UP FOR THE FIGHT 

BECAUSE HE WAS AFRAID? 


THAT YoU MIGHT WELL 
HAVE KILLED HIM? (Е НЕ 
COULDN'T WEAR YOU OUT 
AGAINST YOURSELF HOW 
COULD HE BREAK You 
BY HITTING You? 


NOW т THINK 
BRIGHAM NENER 
THINKS THAT MUCH. 


№, т THOUGHT 
FOR А LONG TIME 
THAT HE NENER MEANT 
то соме. THAT HIS NICTORY 
OVER ME WAS WHEN THAT 
GRIN FELL OFF МЧ FACE. 
THAT THAT WAS WHAT HE 
WANTED, ЦЕ -- ADOPTED 
ME BECAUSE HE'D 
WON ALREADY. 


ANYTHING. 


“MY WHOLE LIFE HAS BEEN В ALL THE STUPID SHIT т 

ONE ‘MISSING тор STEP" PID GET ОЕ I HAD Lo 
AFTER ANOTHER. E ANY (DEA WHAT г LAS 
| DOING, т COULD HAVE 

№ AVOIDED Most oF (т. 


=] “т GET WOUND UP FÜR FIGHTS 
THAT NEVER HAPPEN. MY DAD, 
THE BLURS, (оре, BRIGHAM-- 
THEY SHOULD НАМЕ HAPPENED. 


—w=— ram 


“POINTLESS, PUNK-ASS EXISTENCE, CAROMING 

AROUND WITH MY FISTS UP AND TRIPPIN’ OVER 

MY DICK. ONE FIGHT LEADING To ANOTHER, 
UNDERSTANDING NOTHING.” 


x 


“DONT GE ME THAT JOURNEY’ SULT. T'M AN ASSHOLE 
I WAS AN ASSHOLE. ASSHOLES ARE ONLY POLITE To 
OTHER ASSHOLES WHO CAN BEAT THEM Uf. 15 SMAE.. 


ШІШ 
ШІН 


ШП 
ШШ 
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"ТИЕ GUYS WHO ARE So ЕМЕЦ MATCHED THAT 
THE ONE WHO GETS IN THE FIRST PUNCH WHO 


VENERN PLACE 15 AN INTRICATE CONSTELLATION 
OF DIFFERENT GUYS-- 

-THE GUYS WHO CANT FIGHT (MIGHT BE JERKS, OR 
MIGHT BE NICE GUNS, BUT THEN CAN'T ACHT) 


РР: || 
ÁS \ е = 
ж 
Е ы 
~ 
сй 
А 3 


а“ 
Де" = 
A | | 


АЧ | 


Ат t= 
“THEY MIGHT BE RIVALS, MIGHT BE FRIENDS, Bur 
Кари] THAT BETWEEN THEM, FIRST PUNCH WINS == 


“THERE ARE GUYS itto САМ FIGHT BUT САМ BE MISTAKEN 2) WHAT ARE You, 
HALE A FAG (е. 
SOMETHIN’ Z 


FOR 9045 ино CANT BECAUSE YOU DONT SEE THEM a 
FIGHT NERY MUCH. У АМО 
WAY, Yob З, 


lI 


“CHEST 
Рокевс. 


Ц | | || 
RIP 
2 


THEY SERE THEIR PURPOSE, T GUESS, EVERY- 


В 
“THESE ARE THE ONES WHO DON'T GLANCE AT 
ANN BODY ELSE WHEN THEY'RE MAKING-OF THEIR | | BODY WATCHES THE FIGHTS THEY PICK AND 
JUDGES THE NEW GUY BY HOW HE REACTS. 


MINOS... 
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50 THIS GUY'S STUPID 
DRUNK AND GIVING ME 
SHIT, BUT HE АКТ - 


“ALL THE 41-4125 
FRIENDS соме TO 


! PLN не RESCOE-- 
КЕ اء‎ Э 
g: >Я | Ёо j 
КУ ht Ди á 
К a 
> uh = | 
|12 
SE М 
== ~N Y Қ | 
2 NU ““ тр 
N 


“--AND HERE (т COMES; 
THE AR IS CRACKLY WITH 


me" 


= ШІ 
BUT EVIDENTLY HE'S 


Я JUST АЧРМР Too, 


‘CAUSE THE FIRST PONE 
TORNS oN HIM-- 


“ALL THE FURST-PUNCH WINS ARE 
DECIDING (E THEYRE PISSED OFF 

| ENOUGH TO SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITY, 
SETTE SOME AD SCORES -- 


“AND E 


= 


THE DAY'S RESENTMENTS-- 


| 


SIN-EATER 


PART TWO 


CHAPTER $EVEN 


THE 
PITCH DARKNESS PATTERN 
-ко UGHT AT ALL — MASTERS 
EXISTS NOWHERE OF ор 


USED To 
SEEK oor 
TOTAL 
DARKNESS 


ТО HANE. 
NISIONS. 


ILLUMINATION . 
BEDROOMS. 


„МЕ TUE HERE 
LONG ENOUGH, 


TUL REMEMBER. 


Surrs AND 
SLIDES LIKE 
HOT WAX. 
1T GIBBERS 
AND LEERS 
ӨЛ NENER 
SAYS A 
WORD. 


STARE INTO 
PITH BLACKNESS 
LONG ENOUGH 
CAND (тб BLACKER 
THAN ME INSIDE 
QF A DOGS STOMACH 
IN HERE ) 


АКО IT DOESN'T 

MATTER (Е YOUR 

BIES ARE OPEN 
OR SHUT. 


YOU RE 
DREAMING. 


MAIS ЈЕ 
4; МА PAS LE 
CHOIX + 


r> з 
JE suis 
DÉSOLE, MAIS 
САМЕ ME 
DEMANDE 
A SA. 4 


беттен Ш 


WER THE PAST. I THINK ABOUT 
You ALL THE TIME. WHEN I 
FIND YOUR MOTHER -- 


NOU KNOW NEITHER oF 


us woan Have Leer you © Š И DAD DAD! | ' - | 


IT HAON'T BEEN А MATTER, 7 
OF HEE, AND DEATH. Jr (75 ME! WAIT 
„1 0 
LINT GROW UP ТЫ WAIT, 1 CANT | | 
FAMILY AROUND Ч00-- HEAR You! 


т KNOW Yoo CAN LOOK OUT 

FoR YOURSELF, BUT ITGRIENES 

МЕ то SEE You AS SUCH A 

š STRAY САТ. FOR ЧОО NENER 

то KNOW YOUR OWN PEOPLE, 

YOUR. BLOODLINES, JOUR 
HOME ..- 


GLAD I FINALLY 


Gor А CHANCE 
То TELL 
کے‎ жо 


T we MINSTREL во T TUE WAR 15 GONE; 
EMMA, 1 MUST BE THE Feta BER тен CO HA. 
ОМА MAN ALIVE WHO HIS FATHERS SWORD HE HAS GIRDED ON 
DREAMS OF BEING AND НЕ WILD HARP SLUNG BEMND HUM Фу 
REUNITED IH Шә SONG SATH THE WARRIOR BARD, 
DEAD FATHER IN THE A ee 
FORM OF A TALKING PN 
OUTHOUSE - - 


тшек BASTARD.. 


"ONE SWORD кг 2 ; 
era THY RIGHTS | te 
= | 44” SSSSHY рот Yoo 
ще: ” SAUSH МЕ, 
Yo Чой TOY 
4 со Вимбо/ 


$ 


cm 


Y г THE minster 


FELL! BUT THE 8 
FOEMAN'S CHAIN 
COULDNA BRNG 
THAT PROUD SOUL 
UNDER ~ г 人 
Quer! по MUS ве Quer? You 
EETEES DANGEREUSE Т 
Мак ER WHEN SHE EES EEN 
ZEES STATE 


` (У) J 
— | Teer Yoo wan" I = \ 
5 Я | Er то WAK’ UP Cor: 
7665 WEEK, You, 4 Ч | у š 


WEEL LET ER МАК 


UP NATURALLY. Yes? | Ду 


сезон. WHAT 
А JEALOUSE 
LEETLE SNEAK 
EET EES, 


HER ABOUT ALLTHIS, 
So ЧОЎ BEST BE Тера 
GETTIN’ YOUR STORY ~ 

STRAIGHT. 


WHATS THE 
MATTEUR, 
BUTCH? DON'T 
> YOU RELISH 

š А LEETLE 
COMPETITION? 


230 


COUPLA NAILS STICKING UP OUT OF 
THE HARDWOOD FLOOR. THAT COULD 
BE ROUGH ON UTTLE BARE FEET. 


THERE ARE 
So MANY + PUNCTURE. WOUNDS. 
THINGS THAT t NERY PAINFUL. 
COULD GO UE 7 BANDAGES. TETANUS 
WRONG. SHOTS. My LITTLE 


GRS UMPING 
OFF TO SCHOOL. 


\ 


је 
ТҮ) 


But! TM неке, L 
) САМ Ах THESE 
3 UTTLE THINGS- 
AVERT THESE 
CHILDHOOD 
TRAGEDIES 
WITH А UTTLE 
ATTENTWENESS. 
THEIR LIVES WILL 
PROGRESS 
SERENELY ON, 
AND THEY'LL 
NENER ЕМЕМ 
KNOW т WAS 
HERE. 


SEE, МЧ FAMILY UVES HERE. WIFE, 
THREE KIDS, NO DOG. SHIT DIDN'T 
WORK OUT, AND THEY LEPT ME. 
NOW I'M JUST TRYING TO BE USE- 
FUL то "Ем WITHOUT SCARING ЕМ. 


| SOTM MAKING Ir 
My 208 To COME 

| IN НЕКЕ WHEN 

THEN'RE GONE 一 


CAND тче BEEN 
LUCKY AS HELL 


PLACE 15 
ALWAYS EMPTY. 
1 GUESS THEY'RE 

DROWNING 
THEIR SORROWS 
IN WORK ТОО ) 


то TURN HAT РЁ > 7 一 AND I'M 
Ente ВЕЦ F А a GONNA FIX 
ER INTO ERNTHII 
ALADY FOR EN NG. 
A MINUTE, 
ANYWAY. 
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“MOST ACCIDENTS OCCUR IN THE HOME." 
OH, THATS BRILLIANT THAT 15. 


HOMES WHERE You ARE, MOST OF THE TIME. 
50 IF ANNTHING'S GONNA HAPPEN, ITLL MOST 
UKEL HAPPEN AT HOME. 


SPUNTERS FROM THE FLOOR. 
KNIVES IN THE KITCHEN TO CUT THE 
SPLINTERS OUT. 

Seer WATER INTHE SINKS To WASH 
600, емма, THE CUTS OUT; BUT No FILTERS 


You KNOW vou 
елече  \ TO KEEP THE WATER CLEAN. 


WORSE WITH А 
DOLL KNIFE THAN WRONG KIND OF SOCKETS 
WITH A SHARP OVER THE SINKS. FIRES, 
ONE. ELECTROCUTION... 


THS FRIDGE 
ANT ENEN HALE 
COLD ENOUGH, EITHER. 


GO BY THE DATES ON THE 
FOOD, AND MOUD THINK 
IT WAS FRESH, BUT ITS NOT. 


KIDS DONT KNOW ANY 


BETTER. 
MIGHT EAT THE STUFF 
ANNWAN, AND GET FOOD 
POISONING. MAYBE ONE 0” 
THOSE GOD-AWFUL FOREIGN 


KINDS THAT THEN CAN'T KNOCK OUT 
ENEN WITH ANTIBIOTICS - 


My 
Poor 
BABIES - 


THROW IT OUT OR 
DON'T THROW (т ОТ... 


NAH, THEN'D KNOW SOMEBODY'D 
BEEN IN неке. 


CAN'T JUST STAND BY AND LET МН 
KIDS MAYBE GET SICK, CAN 1% 


WORSE то SCARE ЕМ. 
THEY'RE SO PARANOID ALREADY. 
LIKE HOW YOU NENER REAL GET 

¥ ONER FROSTBITE. HEAT'S AS 
PAINFUL To А FROSTBIT MAN 
AS COLD 15. 


AHA! 
тиме To DO 5 KEPLACE 


EVERYTHING THATS соме BAD/ 


— JUST GOTTA FIGURE OUT HON TO 
CHANGE THE DATES ON HE NEN 
STUFF; THEY MIGHT NOTICE THAT... 


1 WONDER -- 
IF 1 JUST STARTED DOING ALL THE 
HOUSEWORK-- HOW LONG WOULD 
IT BE BEFORE THEY NOTICED? 


ЦОМ! PROBABLY NEVER/ 


EMMA ALWAYS DID SAY HOUSEWORK WAS 
THE GREAT INVISIBLE NECESSITY. 
UKE A LEAK IN THE ROOF. 
YOU DON'T WANNA GO OUT IN THE RAIN 
TO AX (T, AND IF IT'S NOT RAININ' 
YOU DONT THINK ABOUT IT. 


NOBODY NOTICES HOUSEWORK 
UNLESS IT DOESN'T GET DONE- 


NOT TILL THE TOILET STARTS STINKIN' AND 
THE DISHES ARE Ам. DIRTY AND THE 
CORNERS ARE ALL FULLA HAIR... 


Вот HEY? THAT'S 
МЕ ~ МАТА 
CLEANING Service! 


BEEN KEEN" 
Hines WIFE'S HOUSE 


AINT NOBODY 
22 
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ДАН, mue. 


(75 ONLY 


ОҢ, ws Jost 
скомвине To BITS, 


JAEGER ... 

TM Nor so AAR. 
MUCH CUTTING- IT IT WAS 
AS WATCHING IT NE 

ANYWAY. 


FALL APART 


ALL YOUR 
BEAUTIFUL 
HAIR .. 


THOUGH TLL ADMIT и Y аммо, т was THINKIN’ | (т тоок IT FoR Y Ам. Hose MANY 
А (55 GEEN A WHILE OF А BIG GRASS ARE | | cRANTED WHEN | WEEKS AGO 
Р = SINCE MT WAS TWAS A KID. 
Бк» ES || пс зновг. 


Tre! I MEAN, YOUR HAVING BEEN IN 
THE MILITARY. I CANT ENEN PICTURE 
NOU IN THE ARMY NOW. You 
MUST НАМЕ BEEN 
MISERABLE. 


зе сц 
SECA 
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OFFERED TO SOME DAMN NEAR EVERN- 
CONNICTS, IF THE JAILS ANE IÑ UNIFORM IN 
24 CROW e 15 PART OF THE 
ƏN А нео. > WORLD, RIGHT? 

WELL, THERE'S A 
KIND OF RIVALRY 
BETWEEN THE MEDOS 
THAT RUN THE COPS 
AND THE ONES THAT 
RON THE ARMY. 


w 


£ suce бек 
É STRANGE 
ба WITH Your 


Sees, ЧУ WHY were 
š JUST ONE | You! 
7 IE QUESTION... ТОБЫН 
yi j THATS Worse ( WHAT DD 
= HAN 7, №0 DOZ, 
| 2 КЕ) 
— 4 р 
NS DID You ) 
h KILL Е FAT IN 
SOMEEDDY2 WIS SKIRT? 
HAVE You ررر‎ 
EVERKUED Dan ARE MOU IN 
||| AnvBooyr E aw LOVE Au ay UNC. / / 
© | 
По WHAT DOT . 
es HAVE TO DO Р How Do 
Дан ја TO АЕ ро TIMES ОР! „Ко оном 
7 2 $ то 
КОИСО; [RUMPELSTILTSKIN! $ тие кана 
175 AN OPTION MEDAWAR CLAN RUNS 


еј AND 00400 KNOW 
рге WHO TAPPED МЕ? 
GOT ME UP OUTTA 
‘SIMPLY PUT, Tau Z SAVED My UFE? 
SOMETIMES THE 
COPS SLOUGH OFF 
PRISONERS THEY 
DON'T WANT, OR 
THE ARMY BRASS TAP 
CONS THEY THINK 
WILL MAKE GOOD 
CANNON FODDER. 
BUT THE ODDS ON 
MY GETTING My HEAD 
BLOWN OFF WERE 
GREAT COMPARED TO 
МУ CHANCES OF 
SURMIVING PRISON - 
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15 THAT 
WHY You 


КОРЕ. море. 


ONE PER CUSTOMER. 


ALREADY SAID 
THAT, 


e e 
ES гот J" | 
(MCG | 
ч 4 
s z 
um 
> 
рт El y ~ 
WAT THE HEL. $ WHATS чесме | | HERES А 
ARE Yoo Dane? 27271 
U А FREEBIE- .ou DON'T 
J Я ONDERSTAND 
а IDN 
% SN А < < THE RIGHT 
vA | QUESTION. 


WHEN THERES A BIG 
THING You WANT TO KNOW, 
YOU GOT TO FIGURE OUT 


WHAT'S THE RIGHT 


QUESTION To ASK 
THE RIGHT QUESTION, 


BuT 一 - 
H CAN You 
SOMETIMES possi BUN 
GETS THE WHOLE THING know WHICH 
то COME OUT ALL ONE THAT 
NICELY STRUNG Is? 
| 
0 
EU 
<> 
0) 
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W YOU CAN'T, 
YOU JUST ASK 
THE ONE THAT 
BOERS You 


THE MOST. 


WHY ARE You 
So SURE УР 
HANE DIED IN 


HULL NENER 
MAKE AN INFO 


PRISONZ 
RACHEL'S 
IND QUESTION 
WAS BETTER. 


IN MIND; ЈЕ 
YOU ALWANS 


ASK THE QUESTION 7 КУ. 


THATS BURNING 
А HOLE (N YoU, 
YOU ave 
AWAN А 
LOT. 


TM HALE 


sa SKIN: / AND ALL =, 
МУ "тї BULLSHIT. ES 


NO SKINS" ARE WHAT 
MY MOTHERS PEOPLE 
CALL THEMSELVES WHEN 
SPEAKING TO PEOPLE 
LIKE YOURSELF. THEIR 

SKIN 15 BROWN. 

МЧ FATHER WAS 

PINK. SKINNED UKE 

YOU CITY MONKEYS, 

BUT г GREW UP ON 

THE OUTSIDE. 
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D eww, N) 


MR. ceypne. |. 
YOURE STILL 
‘STALLING, 


КҮШ 4 


50 YOU HAD то FOLLOW 
SUIT TO PROVE YOU'RE 
ONE oF THEM, IS 
THAT ITZ 


ITS SUCH A WEIRD PLACE. 
T DONT KNOW HOW TO... 
ITS UKE THE WAY 
GASOLINE SMELLS TO МЕ... 
MAKES МЕ HUNGRY AND 
SICK AT THE SAME TIME. 


50 I DUNNO... | 
\ „а \ 


ко, Чой DIONT ” ~ You KNOW We, HAVE. Y 
ANSWER MY BY OUR OWN BELOVED 
QUESTION. WHY 
DO THEY DIE? 


“THEN YOu SHOULD 
NOT ЧАЧЕ то ASK 
THAT QUESTION. 4 


PRISON 
WHAT MOST PEOPLE DON'T, 
OR CAN'T, REALIZE, 15 HOW 
IMPORTANT JUST ALITTLE 
BIT oF PRIVACY CAN ВЕ. 


JOST ONE OF THOSE 
THINGS чоо DONT, 

MISS TILL чоо DONT 
HANE tr ANY МОЖЕ. 


LIKEWISE YOU CANT EXPLAIN 
IT To ANYONE WHO'S NEVER 
EXPERIENCED (T. UKE 
TRYING To DESCRIBE SEX 

To SOMEBODY'S 
NENER HAD IT, OR NEVER 
HAD г GOOD. 


EVEN MOST CONS 
WOULD NEVER 
UNDERSTAND WHY 
T ACTUALLY PREFERRED 
SouTARY. 


TEN BY EIGHT BY 
FAVE ROOM, PITCH 
BLACK, AND ITS 
A PUNISHMENT. 


WORK YOURSELF 
INTO ENOUGH OF 
AFRENZN To GET 
THROWN IN, AND 
(75 EASY TOLET 
THAT FRENZY 
JUST KEEP ON 
ROLLING. 


TIME PASSES LIKE 
NOTHING, DAN AFTER 
DAN, RICOCHETING 
OFF WALLS, FLOOR, 
CEILING, FREE OF 
GRANITY, IN TOTAL 

DARKNESS. 


CANT TELL DARK 
FROM UGHT OR 
NOISE FROM 
SILENCE AFTER 
AWHILE OF THAT, 


w's BETTER. 


GET HUNGRY ENOUGH TO REALIZE 
THERE'S AWEEK'S WORTH OF FOOD 
ON THE FLOOR, AND COME DOWN 
TO GET (Ç, AND HEAR A STRANGE 
NOISE; THINK, SOMEBODY'S 
SCREAMING; 

AND THEN, 
Ok; 
THATS 
ME. 


Roles, rules, roles... we were only allowed 
to mode. around by night. 
Our Father told os how bad it was 
on the outside; how people were so 
desperate theyd kill for anything- 


Always talking about how the 
homeless might come over the neigh- 
borhood wall anytime, and setthe 
house on fire. 


He, himself, was gone all the 
time. Hunting. Patrolling. 
Leading “clean-op” missions. 

He never told us any details. 
Said it Wouldn't do us any 
goad to be afraid. 


Bot. 


Нед take me out 
on little walks. Te 
get air. Hedget 
very tense. He'd 
Talk and talk. 

About how hed 
seen other peoples 
kids torn apart 

like fresh bread. 
How he'd found 

е living woman 
with all the skin 
neatly torn off 

of her legs down 
fromthe knee, 
her arms down 
from the elbow, 
and her face. 
Said she looked 
like a red 
Siamese cat. 
Hed talk and Talk. 


Then he'd pull himself 
up Short, like he was 
coming out of a trance, 
and apologize, and” 
hed hug me close. 
Sore, it sounds lame. 
Bot | was a kid. 1 
fell Lor it. Oh, how 
I fell Lor it. 


Then it was back 


sitting, read: Е 
а +Í si in 


Nears after, I finally told 
the others what he'd told me. 
Thats when we atl realized hed 
әде the same shit И each 


US. OF course, 
Except Mom, What he Told 
Е Рек ‘Shed 
never say. 


ТТТ 
N 


STRIDE 


STRIDE 
STRIDE 
legs Pi: N STRIDE 


7 STRIDE 


= 


АНА #8 

HAHAHA, OKAY, SURE 

22 HAHAHAH = 
I САМ PLAY GENIE- 
INNA-BOTTLE. CMERE, 


15 THAT REALLY Ч 
WHAT YOU WANT | 
TD ASK? 


по 
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тт SHE MEANS HER 


OH максе... WHY 


| | STUFFED Toy. CAN'T Jou JUST SLEEP |) 
MAMA USED TO WITH SOME OTHER 
JOKE ABOUT h лоч? 
" KNITTING DUST UM š 
dl ~ BUNNIES AND у thy 
| THE МАМЕ SORT | | WILL You A 
= OF STUCK. | Т ii 
А е ШИЛ 
| 
ІН 
~ 
\ Cy, 
iy 
Ë ТІ 
AN. J) 
А 
қы) \ 
240 Лим 
=SGHs 
ANUZZER SEEX 
Ано PAES MEDEA SEEXT- AVE PER Бет 
ILLS. 5 ` 
ыс: WAT aE TEN MONTH, MADAME. ев uow 
OUT TO BEZ LONG? 
ie | 
В Í (ПИ Five 
ИЦ И SEARS, F 6 se 
5) MADAME. | E = 
ү “2 


ЖТ. 


„г. 
SO, BLYTHE, МЧ GIRL... NOW THAT Е ТЕ N 
{М FINALLY IN MY DREAM HOUSE, Зов, E ( sro FR аа 
NOW THAT ALL THESE UNEXPECTED Т) ١ 
EXPENSES НАМЕ POPPED UP 
Ре HOW LONG WILL T Т " 
BE ABLE То STAY ИШҮ А ы > 
HERE? | oe я 
са 
І! | 65 
ИНН I 
— || 
THEY'RE i || 
AL uke ||| | 
THAT. ||| 
THEY Атике 4 


SOMEDAY YoULL || 
Just МА САГЫ || 
KNOW EVERY- 
THING... 
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EEF ZE STEPFORDS | 
CAN BE PUT OFF 


ANUZZER WEEK, 
ZE MONEY OF 
ZEE BANKHEADS 
WEEL ~- 
= 
не ARE 
LEAVING... 
LEANING 
г 
ТЕСЕ 
| DES 
а < 
ter ро 
OH "м 
EB. SORRY, 
BINTHE 
ок, 
) MADAME; 
SA EETS JUST 
= е 8 
~ IF 
KEF Ж 
£ 
1 
= қ E š 
4 | 
‘ANE You EVER «| 
BEEN TOLD ze Ни 
STORY OF ZEE re % 
САТ IN 600752 


YOURE FISHING FOR BLYTHE, I SWEAR, You SHOULD 


ANOTHER URSRADE, 
AREN'T You? 


OH, І HATE т WHEN TGETA 
TONE RUNNING THROUGH MY HEAD... 
MAYBE ЛЕ I COULD JUST 
REMEMBER ALL OF IT.. 


MET 
COME AND STAND BESIDE А 
ME, UNE, THE WATER қ. 4 
So WIDE... You CAN % 
HEAR THE SAILORS CALLIN 
АТ THE DANNING OF THE 
ТАЧ... YESTERDAY iS 
FALLING, LONE, AND 

ЈЕ 505 DÉSOLÉ... 


N 
IN A- HEM. 
RSS s ZEES PUSS, SHE EES 
BOOTS. ZE ONLEE INHERITANCE 
Е OF ZE MILLER'S YOUNGES’ 
SON, YES? AN ZEES YOUNG 
MAN, “Е SINKS ZAT Е 
WEEL SURELY BE REDUCE” 
E < ТО BEGGAR'S ESTATE. 
< FAN У gor zees ew; 
( AND? И SHE ASK ONLEE 
ТИЙ FOR ZEE PAIR OF 
| В00т5, AN FoR "М 
SHE ACQUIRE ALL 
= ZAT Е OULD 
IM ES EVER WEESH 
FOR. 
I Yes? 


KNOW "М BROKE! CASSÉ / I GOT 
ВОРКЕЗ/ AND PRETTY SOON ГМ 
GONNA HAVE TO SWALLOW A LUMP 
OF PRIDE THE SIZE OF A WHITE 
WHALE AND MOVE BACK INTO MY 

FATHER'S HOUSE, AND YOU-- 


MoNNONNO/ 

NO, MADAME, А 

à SOUZAND TIMES 
NO! 


243 


DARK IN THE SUMMER. 
HE USUALLY LINES OUT 
~ IN THE BARRENS THEN, 
NES SIR... JAEGER AND OUT THERE, THERE'S 


REAUY SAID HE'S NO DOME To т 
PART "SKIN'S di No 


4 SEES COLOR IF HE 
ASS-SEE-AN, SÑ STAYS IN HERE? 


OKAY; AND THEY 
HAVE REAL DARK 
BROWN SKIN, 


HELL, 5 SHE 
IN LA-LA LAND 

AGAINZ SHE'S EARLY 
5 TODAY. 


ID Хет LIKE IT iF 
SHE'D GO BACK TO NOT 


WELL, WHEN You 


И | | DOING ст ON THE Week- 
ы | ENDS. IT'S NOT THAT I 
AWAY ANY WAY 


REALLY MIND FIXING 
LUNCH FOR ENERN BODY, 
Өл TD REALLY. 


SHE ALWAYS LOOKS 
UKE SHE'S TRYING то 
REMEMBER SOMETHING 
DOESN'T SHE? 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 


WELCOME TO THE 
ANCIENT DOMED 
CITY OF ANVARD/ 


“OUR смс WALKING: ; 由 ONLY ONE OF TWEN! 
TOUR BEGINS HERE, | NEVA] ENGIRCLING THE. aa 
IN RABBIT TUBE SKIRTS OF OUR 
STATION, ENTRY POINT я IH GREAT KRATOPOLIS/” 
FOR ALL VISITORS / я = 
ата, ааа к 


Ц WITH ANY OF TWENTY-ONE 
МАТОВ LINES, WHICH IN 
TURN BRANCH OUT INTO 

THE MANY MINORS! 

| 15 ABIG, BIG GAME OF 
SNAKES AND LADDERS, 
FOLKS, SO STICK CLOSE 

TO THE TOUR GROUP! 


NOW, OUR FIRST CHECKPOINT 
15 TO BE FOUND ON THE 
CORNER TERRACE OF BLEEK | 


BA BEER, TART АМО RE- 
FRESHING, HALF THE 

1 FORMALDEHYDE. OF OTHER 

Ц BEERS, BUT ALL THE FLAVOR! 


So, HEAD UP THE GRAND ESCALATOR, TURN RIGHT, FORWARD TEN PACES, 
CHECK FOR WILD TRAFFIC, DART FORWARD RAPIDLY, STOP IN THE CENTER ISLAND, AND AWAIT 
Fond CORRECTOR FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS... 
j WEST PLATFORM -一 


CONNECTIONS тъ (ç 
Yeuow мм (ы) визе LING 


МҮ 


ТІ 


il Да 
[| N | 
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DOWNING STREET LIMITED BOARDING NOW, WEST 
PLATFORM... ALL ABOARD NOW FOR THE DOWNING 
STREET LIMITED. 


DOWNING STREET LIMITED NOW | NT 5 
DEPARTING... NEXT STOP MADURO НИВ... || B - = 
FORTY MINUTES... | 
z | 


ШШЩ 
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М 


„ “So WERE IN A STRANGE CITY WHERE WE 
DONT DON'T SPEAK THE LANGUAGE, THOUSANDS OF 
WORRY/> MILES FROM HOME, AND WE JUSTLOST 
= OUR FouR-YEAR-OLD SON. SO WHAT? 
| WE'LL GET HIM BACK. YOU KNOW THAT 
BOY LEADS А CHARMED LIFE.> 


WELL, KID... 
I GUESS YOU'RE 
ALONG FOR THE 
RIDE, HUH? 


NS 
š — г: 
= Ik 
>= 
ga А 


< THATS RIGHT, СОЈА - 
REMEMBER THE 
TIME HE FELL 
OUT THAT 

THIRD-FLOOR 


<NEAH, LANDED RIGHT Y ДУ AND HOW ABOUT THAT ПМЕ. 
IN ALL THAT WITH THE TARASCAN KING 
SHAVING CREAM 7> MANTIS AT THE 200?» 


<BESIDES WHICH, THIS IS ANVARD. 
IT'S SAID THAT GETTING LOST IS AN 
INTEGRAL PART OF THE TOTAL 

PHILOSOPHICAL EXPERIENCE.> 


T NEVER 
BACKED 
OFF FROM 
ANYTHING 
IN MY LIFE, 
BUT TM 


IF ONLY ONE 
BAD THING 
WOULD PASS 


МЕ BY FOR 
A CHANGE... 
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TVE BEEN COMING HERE FOR 
5 М THREE DANS, SNEAKING IN, 
THIS 15 THE BACK í NOT ABLE TO STAN AWAY. 
WAN TO MY > 
FAMILY'S HOUSE 


I STARTED To SETTLE INTO 
А GOOD ROUTINE. STARTED 
TO FEEL UKE APART OF 
THEM AGAIN, EVEN IF IT'S 
IN SUCH А SKULKING AND 
PATHETIC WAY. 
STARTED TO FEEL OKAY 
AGAIN, LIKE EVERYTHING 
COULD BE OKAY AGAIN. 
UKE SOMEDAY I COULD 
JUST WALK IN THAT DOOR 
AND ве HOME, JUST LIKE 
ORDINARY MEN DO, AND 
EVERYTHING WOULD BE 
FINE. LIKE NOTHING ENER 
WENT WRONG AT ALL. 
UP TILL NOW TVE STAYED 
HIDDEN FROM THEM. THEY'RE 
AFRAID OF ME, AND Г GUESS 
THEY'VE GOT THEIR REASONS. 


BUT ТМ BASICALLY LIVING 
HERE. EATING, SLEEPING, 
HIDING. ALERT, WATCHFUL, 
MAKING SURE THAT THE 
ONLY CLUES I LEFT To MY 
PRESENCE WERE GOOD 
THINGS, LITTLE CHORES. 


THOUGHT I'D JUST BEEN 
REAL SKILLED AND REAL 
LUCKY. THEY 'D NEVER HAD 
ANY SIGN OF ME- 
BUT NOW I REALIZE THAT £ 
HAVEN'T SEEN ANY SIGN OF 
THEM EITHER- 
NOT IN THREE DAYS. 


THREE DAYS AND THEY 
Meee ——Fhs- F E= 


(SOMETHING'S 
HAPPENED. ) nn 
"N و‎ 
ТМ GONNA GO NAD ——— EDE 


STAN TLL THEY DO. — x 
CSOMETHNGS > 


HAPPENED ТО еее» 
My WIFE AND 一 
KIDS AND HERE ~~~ Does 


TWAS, PLANING ne 
HOUSE ) —, esse 
эел мәй 
THREE pays ЕУР КЕҢ TASE 
WALKIN Ol ,50 م‎ 
UD OR MNSELE, er 
FOR Вем SO SLICK. 


С SOMETHING'S 

GONNA HAPPEN 

AND ГМ PRETTY 

SURE IT'S GONNA 
ве ME) 
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THIS 16 LIKE 
WHEN You 
SLIDE THAT 

SmCK UNDER 
THAT DEAD 

CAT AND МЕТ, 
ANDTHE CAT |, 
RISES PUKE №, 


A CARDBOARD E 


алыл, AND 
YOU'VE NEVER 


42 
— i 
A, 

EIN BETEN 
IT'S UNPLEASAN' 
INCOMPREHENS 
AND NOT TOTALI 


І CAN'T... 


I CANT LIVE 
LIKE YOU , DAY 
ТО DAY, PICKIN’ 
STUFF UP, NEVER 
SLEEPIN IN THE 
SAME PLACE TWICE... 
T WANT МЧ KIDS.. 

GOTTA HANE A 
HOME. 


UNEXPECTED. 


MONEY BE DAMNED/ 
COME ON, LETS ÇO, AND T 
MEAN NOW/ LETS Go DRIVIN', 
LET'S GO FISHIN', LET'S GET 
OUTTA THIS ANTHILL WHERE You 
KNOW YOU CAN'T THINK! WE'LL 
GET DRUNK TILL ме DONT 
KNOW WHAT YEAR ІТ 15 ANY- 
MORE, JUST СОМЕ ON AND 


neu GO RIGHT 


You DON'T KNOW 
YOURE. GONNA 
FIND SOMETHING 
UKE THAT WHEN 
YOU START 
TURNING OVER 
DEAD THINGS, BUT 
You GOTTA KNOW) 
(TS GONNA ВЕ 
SOMETHING BAD. 


251 


252 


THE HOUSE ITSELF WAS BOTH OLD АМО NEW. OLD, IN THAT 
IT HAD OCCUPIED ITS PLACE ON THE CORNER OF CINCIN- 
NATUS AND SEPTIEN STREETS LONG BEFORE EITHER WAS 
NAMED OR PAVED. NEW, IN THAT EACH YEAR IT BLossomep 
AND PUT FORTH NEW LEAVES, AND GREW NEW ROOMS. 
UNTOUCHED BY TRUE SUNLIGHT, RAIN, OR SEASONS, tr 
NONETHELESS GREW SLOWLY, PLACIDLY, AND UNDOMITABLy 

TENDING ITS FRENETIC HUMAN RESIDENTS. Ë 
TWAS CALLED, UNACCOUNTABLY, THE GRASS HOUSE. 加 


л 


тем 
- 22 


rara 
ТЩ 


№. mS Д 
< ..UM--RLAGIE. 


GOOD, ‘CAUSE You KNOW 
MOM TOLD YoU NOT To. 
REMEMBER WHAT HAPPENED 
то THE FRONT DOOR 
LAST TIME. 
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сүйші 
Ра 


COURSE, 175 
REALLY MORE LIKE 
THE RUTS ARE SO DEEP 
THEN CAN'T SEE OUT 
ы, ОҒ EM АМЧМОВЕ.. 


NOW, MAYBE FREEDOM'S 
EVERYBODY'S TREASURED 
ILLUSION, MINE INCLUDED, 
BUT F THINK MY BEATEN 


a 


h 


THERE, WHATS SHE 
DOING UP HERES 


HE. HE AND HIS MOM ARE BOTH 


Я | DOIN THE SCENIC WALKING тоок... / Sigs ч 
MES JUST DOING THE REALLY 
SCENIC TOUR. 


MELLO AND WEL соме TO 
CHECKPOINT SEVEN, LOCATED 
IN THE COURTYARD OF THE 
NOBLE HOUSE OF LLAVERAC! 
Омекс. “нон 
THERES AN UN- 
PRONOUNCE ABLE 
THE COURTYARD A 
GLORIOUS MEW OF 


КЫН 


ANVARD 15 THE ANCESTRAL сайы ар 
TEA свет HAVE 
patie Оста ано ans. ( 00 CONFORMATION: 
ER GREAT CLANS. | mex voor VER 


SIKTY- THREE OTHER CLANS \ much ALIKE > 


MAINTAIN EMBASSIES HERE 
AND INNUMERABLE CRAFTS ||; 
AND GUILOS BASE THEM- 
SELNES UNDER ANVARD'S 


МАЈЕ. 


0 


ја (NY әеевксо 
29/ 0065 Dont 

Look So Mich 
Аде 
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въ, лес me E 


PGA 


DOESNT TELL 409 THOSE 


ван. SURE THE 
PRO Seat Beraecanıe 
TECTINE. DOME. UNIFORMITY. THEN SET 

= WER BEST Anae 


THIS MULTITUDE OF CLANS 15 
IN PART WHAT GIVES ANNARD 
ITS COSMOPOLITAN AIR. NOT 
DOMINATED BY ANY ONE CLAN, 
ANVARD HAS A LOVELY, FULL 
PALETTE OF FACES AND FORMS. 


- теч ALL 
| LOOK ALIKE „ NET THEY 
If “oe теңеле ом 
Ij Being А CITY оғ MANY 

ШЇ FACES.» 

TOURS OF HOUSE LLAVERAC 

ITSELF МАЧ BE PURCHASED 
Ar TUE GATE HOUSE. 

| | FROM HERE WE PROCEED... 


О > > m < гг 


WELL, THEN, 
JAEGER MONSTER.. 
L DON'T SUPPOSE 
YOULL BE NEEDING 
ANY MORE. APART- 
MENTS CLEANED 
Our ЕН? TWO IN 


NAAI 
ONE MONTH... NAW. ee 
STAY CLEAR 2 
OF THE SECOND 
ONE - THE 
RISING ROAD 
PUCEZ— FOR “g Guy 
A a ate IT WAS ser 
| VP FOR ISIN 
| SORT OF А 
DELICATE 
STATE OF 
MIND. 
г 
> 


WHATENER YOU SAN, 

т WON'T ASK YOU WHY: 

TEAS NO DRINK FoR 
ANSWER ING 
QUESTIONS. 


AT LEAST, 
HE WILL BE 
BY он... 


CARE OF THAT THING AT 
THE LOCAL ARMORY 15 A 
FINE RETURN ON THE 

FAVOR. 


I THANK 


NOU, AND LITTLE. 


AND ANNWAY, YOUR TAKING 


SORE... BUT 
ON THAT. 


THE SORT WHO MAKE А 


NICE OLD LADIES OUGHT 
TO BE KICKED AROUND 
SOME, HM? 


THERE'S NO CHARGE 


HABIT OF -PESTERING- 


MORE THAN GRATEFUL. 
HONORED To HAVE YOU 
PERFORM ONE OF YOUR 
TRADITIONAL DUTIES. 


AS IT HAPPENS, Т AGREE. 
BUT ITS ALSO A RATHER 
DELICATE MATTER WHEN 
ONE OF YOUR OWN GOES 
SO BAD, SO FAST. 
50 ГМ GRATE FUL 

NOU WERE HERE TO 
TAKE САВЕ. OF IT 


NO NICE OLD LADIES 
WHO'D KEEP ME IN 
THEIR BACK BEDROOM 
AND FEED ME WITH А 
SPOON в I WERE TO 
BREAK MY BACK… 


No MONEY, DAMMIT... NO 
CHEERING CROWDS, NO 
“OH МУ HERO” AND 
TEETH- TEETH FOR 
THE. CAMERAS... 


You'D THINK SWANN WOULD 
CLANS 


5 
BOUND BY ALL SORTS OF BLOOD 


LAWS, RULES... RITUALS с: 


HELL, r CAN'T EVEN TELL'IM 


“NO THANKS" WITHOUT LOOKIN’ 


LIKE AN ASSHOLE! 
You JUST DON'T FAY Ро... 


NN 
ul 


You CANT KEEP ІТ. 
You HAVE TO 


BUR г. 


SNAP THE SPEAR 
АКО BREAK THE 
Bow ASUNDER... 


CAN'T TAKE РАУ, 
THAT MAKES You 
AN EXECUTIONER... 


OR 
WORSE. 


IF You Do 
WITHOUT WEAPONS 
Чедц Not HAVE. 


То DESTROY 
THINGS You FIND 
BEAUTIFUL. 


сооо COD/ WHAT 
'S HE DOING. IN 


SOUNDS LIKE HES 
HAVING A SERIOUS 


РАД 
UKELY HE 
15. HE DOES, 


UNHENTIONABL| 
NECESSITY 


SHIT ATTACK! 
一 到 


FROM TIME TO 
TIME. BUTHE 
ALWAYS MAKES 
UP FOR WHAT HE 
BREAKS, AND HES. 


CHECK OUT THE 


CAVEMAN.” 


GH! ooa Yee 175 You OUGHTTA Q [instead 
соме WITH! STAY HERE, WORK 
FOR MR. TEMPLE- 


| 
we TOUGH DAY 
Ка ONTHE JOB, 


DI EIER TELL YOU Guys г 
WORKED AS A BOUNCER FOR 
А HOUSE IN MERECINAE 


Мао! ко A 
CANDY STORE, 


BE A PROFESSIONAL 


AFTER ABOUT FOUR 
MONTHS, THOUGH, т 
SUDDENLY REALIZED г 
WAS STANDING IN A 
BALLROOMFUL OF 
гета YOUNG THINGS, 
ALL LANGHING AND 
HAPPY, MOST OF WHOM 
WOULD BE GLAD TO 
BINDE Че WITH МЕ, 
JUST то MAKE ME 
SMILE, SHO THEIR 
APORECAATION.«- 


WONDERING WAS IF 

TD GET OFF WORK 

IN TIME то Go TO 
МЧ FAVORITE POTATO 
TONT FOR DINNER 
BEFORE IT CLOSED. 


PANCHECKS EVER 
SINCE. 
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WHY DIO I GUESS I COULDNT 
THAT ONE 206 THINK OF ANYTHING Г 
RUIN Noy FOR: UKED WELL ENOUGH 
TO DO FOR A LIVING 
THAT т WOULON'T MIND 
BEING Sick OF INSIDE 
с FOUR MONTHS. / 


WELL, WORKING 
AS А BOUNCER, 
ISN'T QUITE THE 
SAME AS BEING A 
WORKING ARTIST. 


NOT ENOUGH AMBITION Z THERES GOOD HOUSES AND BAD, 0 
IT IS А DEMANDING COURSE ... £ HEARD GAIMAN COMPARED IT 
PROFESSION Ë To A MUSICAL. SEE, А BAD MUSICAL 


A 
Вот 75 ONE THAT HAS NO PLOT AND LOUSY SONGS. 
ONLY TESTS You AGAINST MUSICAL CAN SKATE BY ON GOOD ге 
YOURSELF LIKE ANY ART. | үү AND МО PLOT, BUT IT CANT EVES 


TRULY GREAT UNLESS IT DOES BOTH 
THINGS WELL, AND THAT'S TOUGH. 
(15 THE SAME 
THING WITH SEX HOUSES. 
WITHOUT THE SEX, (79 
JUST BE A HANGOUT, NICE 
OR NOT; AND WITHOUT OOR ... 
PAYING ATTENTION, IT 
WOULD BE... WELL. 
А BAD HOUSE. 
PEOPLE PAY US 
MONEY WE PAY 
ATTENTION - 


AND YOU HELP PEOPLE. 
AND 175 FON~ IN THE 


GAMMEE THAT BACK! 
YOU GONNA SMELL ди. 
THE FLAVOR our OF iT! 


UVES INTHE WOODS, 
SHITS ON THE GROUND. 
PRIMITIVE. 


260 


NOW, IVE 
HEARD ALL SoRTS OF 
TALK ABOUT HOW WE 
SHOULONT GET PAID 
FOR OUR ART. 
PANDERING AND 
ALL THAT... 


ANO Noo 
THINK THAT” 
AMOUNTS TO 
PRIMITIVE," 
со You? 


„вот HE MAKES Ir 
SOUND LIKE (TS MORALLY 


WRONG To GET PAID FoR 


ANYTHING; Т MEAN How 
Does HE FEED HIMSELF? 


OH EAH... WOMEN 
ШИЕ то See A GOY 
WITH A KID, “0004, 
HEEE'D МАКЕ А Ë 
соор DADDY, 8006211" 


NOW, Y'KNOW, MILES .. 
WAY BACK EAST, THERE'S 
A CLAN CALLED и 
EXEDOR. 


AND THEIR : 
BIRTHRATE 15 So 
HIGH, AND HAS 
BEEN FOR So 
LONG, THAT 

THEN МЕ. 
INNOVATED Ñ 
А MARTIAL ART 
THAT ACTUALLY, 
WORKS BEST 
WHEN YOUVE бот 
A KID ON YooR 

BACK. 

THEY STRAP TEN- 
POUND BAGS OF FLOUR 
ON EIGHT- NEAR- OLDS, 

TO TRAIN ЕМ. 


ONE, JAEGER. 1 
ALANAYS KNEW 
YOU HAD To НАМЕ 


AWAY SOME- 


YOU TAKING THAT 


ANKLE BITER 
ON THE WARPATH 


THIS 15 SORTA 
UKE HOW You 
с (a 


KICK SOMETHIN! 
тоо HARD то GET > 


чож. MIND OFF 
А BROKEN FINGER, 
see? He's SAFE 
WIM ME. 4 
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ج 
IF ГО BEEN‏ 

PANING ATTENTION, 
HE WOULD NEVER 
HAVE BEEN SEPARATED 
FROM ц MOTHER 
IN HEART 
PUCE. 


GETTIN’ LAZY, 
GETTIN’ оца TOO 
USED To JUST SAYIN’ 
OKAY AND COIN’ LIKE 
PEOPLE EXPECT 

ME To. 


PEOPLE EXPECT 
А MAN WITH NOTB, 
КО FAMILY, NO 
MONEY то ВЕ А 
BUM OR A CRIMINAL, 
So THAT'S THE 
WAY I DRIFT WHEN 
ТМ AROUND 
PEOPLE. 
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GOT A KID TO LOOK 
OUT FOR, THOUGH, THAT 
SHARPENS UP FEAR = 


IT MAKES UFE 50 EASY 
FOR SOME Ех-СоҚ5; THEY GET 
OUTTA JAIL EARLY ле THEY'LL 
USE ONE OF THESE THINGS. 

FATS INTO THIS GOD- AWFUL 
TACK IN THE BASE OF THEIR 
SKUUS.. TERRRRE 
Ir SCREWS WITH THEIR BRAINS 
一 ENDORPHINS FOR THE DE- 
PRESSED, SEDATIVES FORTHE 
SLEEPLESS - AND IT TRIGGERS 
CHEAP, BIER-AUALLABLE HIGHS 
FOR THE USER THERE KENED 
то. T'M TOLD THEY'LL REALLY 
қасы UP ANNBODY ELSE o 

IES TO USE THEM, AND THAT! А 
ACRIMINAL OFFENSE IN ITSELF. ЕЕ тм сове т № 
Й THEY ALSO HOME (N ON THEIR [T | Ц CAVE BRIGHAM 

USERS, IF THE USERS IN RANGE. ме“ QUITE A TURN 

Т THINK THE COPS USE SOME- | :: то AND HIS 
THING SIMILAR TO CATCH EM ү 

IF THEY SKIP OUTON HEET- 
W6 THEIR PARTE OFFICERS. 


THEY'RE BASICALLY LEASHES. 
‘SOFT, COMFORTABLE LEASHES. 


EM SORRY, TIM So SORRY... 
SUE тоок "ем AWAY, NET YOU... SHE 
RUT MN GIRLS IN DANGER, £ NEVER... IF 
SHE'D A STAYED PUT NONE A, THIS 

Bleg, WOULDA HAPPENED... TM So, 

5000 SORRY... T FORGOT 

WHERE т WAS... Чоо ALL 


SHE'S GOT ONE OF Л 
THOSE POLICE-CODE, 
THINGS - NO TELLIN" MK 7 
HOW FAST THE: 
a ЗА No SOUNDS 
= gu OF TRAFFIC 
= SMASHING 
224 UP AS THE 
сое MUSCLE 
TER WAY 
THROUGH -- 


CEAN 
A DELICATE MATTER 


ем ONE OF YOUR OLN 
Goes $0 BAD, SO FAST... 


ІШ 


| pal 
Т [| 
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RECORDED SOUND OF LONG 
ТОМ, THE FEUER САММОМ, 
WHICH WAS FIRED EVERY 
DAN АГ THIS TIME! ІТ WAS 
BELIEVED To DISSIPATE 
THE "BAD AIR" WHICH 
CAUSED SICKNESS... 


AND THATS THE DIGITALLY j 
y 


<\т5 TRUE, ALL THE WORLD 
15 HIS HOME. HOW САМ 


<AN ır SOUNDED С 

JUST LIKE BREAKIN! |- 

CARROTS FOR THE 
STEN ror! 
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BLADE ENGEL 
WOMEN'S 
HOSPITAL 


Finny 

ск ЕТ 

were you ED 
WANT МУ 

А BACK. 


Na ІШІ 


<ЗЕЕ? r TOLD 
YOU NOTHING 
(WOULD HAPPEN 
то SUNFLOWER.” 


<HES PROBABLY SEEN MORE OF THIS 
CU TODAY THAN WED SEE IN A MONTH.> 


auf: <AN' DEN— AN 
DEN DE BAD SNICK 
HURT DE BLUE LADY 
AN’ DERE WAS BLOOD 


= Ред MAU NER! AN DEN 


DE OWL MAN BEAT 
UP DE BAD SNICK~> 


NP | BLOOD IN ним. 

You KNOW MY 

A GRANDAD WAS 
А ANDER. > 


QUITE A COLLECTION, MISS 
Т( MARIANE. IS THAT ONE REAL 

LEATHER IT MUSTNE Cost 
You A FORTUNE. 


CHARITY 


ПАТОК 
HOSPITAL | = = || mi 


MATACORDA w 
MEDAWAR п Я f 


o кш о 
0 ІШІ TI (| 
в = 
\т ammi 
NUN 
h о та о 0 
n 0 Ш mI 18 П Q | 
7 г FINE MORE FOR | || 
YO а тие JOAN DoE | ІШ 
{| H WING. [ШШ | 
|| ШІ il Т 
завет | | 
(ашығу | 
EOS | 
Пева til 
AAAHH, BRIG... WHAT AM Г СОММА Е 
Do WITH Nou? You PoR, JUST LIKE | io tales, реш, зла TALAR MURDERER 
SI ee PORTRAIT OF PRIME MINISTER DAUGHTON. 


бе BALDERMERE... PORTRAIT OFF THEIR 
CANT HAVE You 
NOBODY CAN- 


Е 
27] | YOU BREAK 
Г ALONG THE SAME 
" CRACKS емееч TIME, 
= 7- | No MATTER HOW 
: NORE GLUED 


N 
BACK TOGETHER. : [ии шшш А 


04600 мт ме NOT ME, Jhecee 
~E CANT HELP-— HELP ME GET 
OFF TUS TRACK “CAUSE 1 KNOW 
WHERE IM HEADED ~~ T CAN'T-- 


BITS оғ BONE MARROW: 
BONE MARROW THEY GET INTO THE BLOODSTREAM. 
TALKING. IT HAS THE STRANGEST EFFECTS 
ON SOME PEOPLE. 


CANT CANT 
TRUST My INSTINCTS 
ANY MORE... MONSTER, 
UNSFEAKABLE«-- 


WISH I WAS A DRUNK... MAKES ЕМ Go 
Tasse DOWNRIGHT CRAZY 
AT LEAST THAT одо BE» SOMETIMES. PAY 
EXPLAIN ти... DO SOMETHING Ав. | tr NO MIND. 
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CHAPTER NINE 


IT BEGAN AS | [WHEN T WAS VERY SMALL Т 
А оме u HATED BUSYLIORK. I DIDN'T 
NADE 


MUCH CARE FOR WORK IN 
ANY FORM REAUN, BUT T 
UNDERSTOOD THAT 1 HAD 

To WORK IF I WANTED < 
TINGS ТО 
HAPPEN. 


EVERYBODY SINGS 
HOSANNAS To THE 
CREATIVE LIFE. 


TD ве SITTING OVER SOME 
TASK... CORED BEYOND DEATH 
WITH THE THOUGHT OF ALL THE 
s WORK T HAD TD DO..NISHING 
SO HAPHAZARD. IT WAS JUST РОМЕ So г 
COULD TAKE PLEASURE IN 
BEING FINISHED, 


TE Аст OF CREATION Is NJ 
REAUY THAT SPLIT SECOND 
INSIDE YOUR OWN MIND, 

WHEN AN IDEA COMES TO 
YOU. IT'S UTTERLY PRIVATE, | 
PERSONAL AND CRYPTIC. 


AS IF SOMEONE TWICE AS SOMEONE WHO HAD 
BRIGHT, TWICE AS SKILLED | | CONCENTRATION UKE А 
AND CAREFUL HAD DONE IT | [DIAMOND DRILL. WHO COULD 

SOMEONE WHO NENER HOLD EVERY DETAIL IN HER 
STINTED, SOMEONE WHO | | MIND. CLEAN AND PRECISE 
АЦДАЧ5 WENT BACK AND | | AS GOD IN THE FIRST 
FILED THINGS. SENEN DANS. 


IT WAS ONLY 
OCCASIONALLY 
Ат РЕТ... 


T SKIPPED ENERY OTHER | [AND I HAD КО MEMORIES 
GRADE IN SCHOOL AND STILL | |or HOW TD DONE АМУ oF IT: 
т COULDN'T TEACH ANNONE 
THE SIMPLEST PART OF (T. 
Ат SIXTEEN. MN FATHER ENERONE SAID І WAS 
HATED ME BECAUSE I OUT- | |тоо INTUITIVE, THAT NOT 
ONERACHIENED HIM. 


269 


IBUNE Т AM DREAMING: 
WHEN THESE BLACKOUTS OCCUR. 
буг I NEVER REMEMBER MY 
DREAMS, WAKING OR SLEEPING, 
EXCEPT AS SNATCHES OF 


Тм So TIRED oF LOOKING AT 
SOME AMAZING THING, AND 
THINKING, “WHO DID THAT?" 
WHILE PEOPLE CHEER МЕ. 

HOWCAN E TAKE CREDIT E, 


% 
КИ ш 


ТО THE WORLD, ТМ WORKING 
МУ ASS TO THE BONE, BUT 
І AM NOT REALLY HERE. 
DON'T TELL ME ABOUT ALL THE 
ARTISTS, MYSTICS, AND ATHLETES 
WHO STRUGGLE То ACHIEVE 
THIS STATE EVEN ONCE... 


* WHAT GOOD DOES 
IT vo МЕ F MY 
WORK DOESN'T 
FEEL UKE 

MINE?" 


“HE GREATEST WORK OF MY 
ЦИЕ HAS BEEN THE TINY 
BTF GROUND INE RE- 
CAPTURED, OF BEING PRESENT, 
AWARE, AUNE, WHETHER ГМ 
CREATING ONE OF MY SECRET 
GARDENS, OR JUST PLODDING 


Emm ММА 


Don’ Sop! ке. 


СОМЕ 


ВАСК! ва. 
TELL 
ME, IM 


( 


EMMAL 
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в, 


LISTENING? |! 


AAA YA Ad. 


REMEMBER 

YOUR DREAMS, 
You LOSE UT 
ON HALF YOUR 


МУ LIFE 15 WEIRD AND 
CONFUSING ENOUGH WHEN 
ТМ AWAKE, THANK Ч 

1 DON'T NEED TO 


MORE LIKE A 
THIRD, ISN'T 1T? 
RDA юк SLEEP 
15 FOUR OUT OF 
EVERY TWELVE, 
HOURS. ¢ 


TM NOT TALKING ABOUT TIME. 
IF YOURE A SLEEP AMNESIAC, 
> YOU'RE JUST LIKE А COMA 
W MCTIM WHO NENER 
WAKES UP IN THIS 
WORLD. 


IT ONLY GOTHERS ME WHEN 
TM тоо PREOCCUPIED TO 
TELL WHETHER ГМ AWAKE 
OR ASLEEP. Т DON'T EVER 
SLEEP МОВЕ МА FEW 
HOURS ATA TIME, SORTA 
SPREAD OUT OVER THE 
COURSE OF THE DAN. 


BOTH SIDES 
HAVE DEFINITE 
RULES AND AGENDAS, 
AND CROSSING BACK 
AND FORTH KINDA 
MESSES ME UP IF 
ТМ NOT AWARE 
тм DOING м. 


AND WHAT'S Gor 
Моб SO PREOCCUPIED 
RIGHT NOWF il 


BOTHER WITH A 
MAN WHO 
COULON'T 

COOK AT 
LEAST ONE 


HANE SOME 
Too. 

AFTER YOUR 
MOM AND т 
GET DONE. 


IT'S А COURTSHIP 


THING. 


JAIL BAUT 
BLUES... 


I DANA на 


ЛЕ ER al | age 
) | 四 日 а " ui CF h 
is | E smeers | в > | 


KA % 


SWEET- 
== а Cu 
= WASNT ENEN 

AS DARK AS 
YOUR BEDROOM 
= a WHEN WE TURN 
2 ES OUT THE UGHTS 

- AND рок! 
1% UGHT 
AGAIN! 


Le = US 


Boracay / _ y 4) 2 = W \, 


SEGUN! = 


COME ON, 

HONEY, THIS 15 
SUPPOSED To BE 
А HAPPY TIME! 


тече, Т 
WASN'T SUPPOSED 
To HAPPEN FOR 

WEEKS NOW... 


SD) 
di 


BUT SCIENCE 
АКТ EXACTLY AN EXACT 
SCIENCE WHEN YOURE | 
DEALING WITH LOST 40 

Ш 


TECHNOLOGY! 
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3 N 
АД = HU GATHER ROUND, 
MARCIE KIDDIES, NISITORS, 
15 ONLY AND ALL THOSE 
SNOW. SORELY LACKING 
IN LONG-TERM I 
à Y | MEMORY! ASÍ 
\ 
№ | А 7; 9 N 
Му || 4 / 
д N | Т! PR ° ІШ 
N 5: || | үш | к. Ж 
N ANS \ NN та. FIRST, LETS ТАКЕ А 
| ІІ fein a || MOMENT To CONTEM- 
E N | АШ, A| PLATE THE GODDESS 
4 А 2 ~ И МАТЧЕ, PERSONIFICATION 
© ~~~ y 1 - OF THE SHELTERING Sky! 
; | 
| 
= (|| 
И EN 
Vai ES 
) | 
AIR HANDLERS 从 | 
MUST BE OFF AGAIN и 
$ USUALLY THERE'S Too 
MUCH OF A BREEZE Ж 
GOING OT FOR 
ANYTHING MUCH Е \ 
гет то GET IN. E Y 
М, === 
NOW – OUR DOME, WHICH 
PROTECTS US FROM HARD | / iTAesoRes RADIANT 


RADIATION AND THE WHIMS 
OF THE WEATHER, 15 NOT 
ACTUALLY TRANSPARENT? 


ENERGY FROM THE 
SUN, TRANSMITTING 
То THE INTERIOR 
ONLY THOSE WAVE- 

LENGTHS USEFUL 
To THE INHABITANTS / 


WELL, ANNWAY, 
VISIBLE UGHT, А 
UTNE ULTRAVIOLET, 
AND A Fel) OOD GALL 
THINGS WE AIN'T 
GOT A CLUE ABOUT! 


BUT WHEN IT's 
WINTER OUT 
SIDE, THE SON'S 
RANS ARE Too 
STEEPLN ANGLED 
FOR THE DOME 
To CAPTURE 
ENOUGH ENERGY 
TO KEEP THE 
LIGHT ON! (T's 
AS IF OUR. DOME 
Goes То SLEEP! 


бөлек, OTHER сома, D 
tour seen Te Do 
СНО 


үт SHINES: 
ENENLY AND 

PERPETUALLY 

NER THE CTY, 
REGARDLESS. 
OF THE SUN'S 
POSITION IN 


WILL GET LONGER 
AND CLOSER 


DARKNESS FOR SEVERAL 
Weeks! THEN THE LIGHTS 
Wik BLINK BACK ON, 

AND THE PROCESS WILL 
REJERSE ITSELF UNTIL 
WERE BACK To ТЫЕМТЧ- 
FOUR-HOUR LIGHT AGAIN! 


N "А СТИ и Pr SHE MUSTA 
PARTY HARD AND 
Ker WARM, 


вите u а ы wer vorne ОЛ 


ANKLES CRACK! 
CAR- NIVAL/ 


AMEAN AGE oF TEN 
YEARS OLD, А FULL 


Bois NATURALLY TRAIL 
BEHIND GIRLS BY A 
FEN NEARS, BOT 6 
THEY Too ~ 


275 


| 
ТШ 


| 
IN 


ІШІҢ 
" ||| 


Ген өкі THAT wen 
BIERÍTAING IN YOUR 
ЦЕЕ 15 TOO COMPLI- 
[ “7 | \т© BECAUSE 
PERMISSION Ч a een E 

TO LIVE ом 
BIRCH BEER ; TO ONE BIG THING 
THATS VERY 


OR 15 ST THAT ANY TB SIMPLE WHAT HANE 1 GOT? A SWEET HOMER -WHEN 
ANSWER SOUNDS LIKE GREAT SHE'S NOT ON MARS OR WHERENER THE 
WISDOMZ NOTHING'S EASY. HELL SHE GOES. A FATHER N PRISON, 
ША AND г цобе це STAYS THERE. AN 
EQUALLY PSYCHO LITTLE BROTHER 


Е( актык” easy Л >. EA WHO'S BEEN RAISED AS А GARL- 
а F oo er mr HATS AL. А < ANERY POPULAR GIRLFRIEND ГМ 


Ë Nor iN THE LEAST ATTRACTED 
人 To 一 - 


а | 


оң, YEAHS WHY En. Too Y AHA. NOU RE 
AREN'T You AMRACTED J| С, I LOOKING FOR 
To HER? GUESS. Д SOMEONE А ВІТ" 
MORE MASCULINE, 
тем. 


1 
/ 

چ 

м: 


Ж 
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INA MANNER Y 
OF SPEAKING, 
ЧЕАК. 


AANA! 


DONT Teu ME 


OR NICE VERSA. 
SORRY, DORNEA. 


LLAUERACS ARENT AU WOMEN. TUEN'D JUST PREFER YOU TO 
THINK SO. THEY ALL HAVE WOMEN'S NAMES, CALL EACH 
OTHER "SHE" AND "GIRL"... BUT THE GUYS ARE STILL 
GUYS, ENEN ıF THEY DO HANE TITS. 
HECK, МЧ GIRLFRIEND 15 A GUY, 


AND SHE'S SIU TOO GIR FOR А 


UP A LLAVERAC 7 CALL 


"Бе. BY GUY'S NAMES, 
ASK 'єе. “HOW'S tT 
HANGIN! 29 


WELL, YOU KNOW 
МА GRAVES; OUR 


FAMILN'S PART OF LABRES 


CLAN. WITH US, THERE 


ISN'T MUCH MIXING BETWEEN} 


GENDERS. GUYS MARRY 
GUYS, WOMEN MARRY 


WOMEN. I THOUGHT YOU 


BUT А MARRIED COUPLE S 


NOTTHATYHEKEZANYTHINGNRONG 
WIMHATOCOURE ~- ITS JUST-- 
I THOUGHT ALL YOUR CLAN WERE 
WOMEN! How САМ YoU МОГ 
be —- АН 


SUIT SHIT 
SHIT! who euer 
SAID THIS PLE 
was СИЕР 4 


PTSK! WELL NATURALLY, NNWELL, OKAY; 
IT DOESN'T ACTUALLY HANG, SORTA TUCKS 
UP INSIDE. MIRACLE O SCIENCE, 
MARL... 


THE GUYS STILL 
HANE- Some- 
TUNG THAT, 
HANGS? 


THAT BOT MARRY А GUYZ 
> ЕЕЕЕЗН - 
т GUESS IN THE BEGINNING 
IT WAS TO CUT DOWN ON 
HALF-BREED KIDS, BUTNOW - 


ANN THING GOES 


‘USUALLY таг J 
EGG- SPERM THING 
`N! ALL. 


SORRY. Чо9 
RST DONT 


EMMA, LOVE... YoU WERE 
ONLY RESTLESS, NEGONE 
UNDERSTANDS) (r AUS THAT 


DESIERTEN 


Н 5 IT MoM? 工 


MARRIED THE SON 
OFA атаи 


то GET 0072. НАМЕ 
SOMETHING OF МЧ OWN... 
A HOHT SHE DO 700- 


| АМЕ 
ANYTHING 
_ WORTH 


HAVING 2 


УСЫ) 
- can't gop A F 


HOUSE EXCEPT ON 


SOME LEDGE ONTHE 4 


SIDE OF A HIGH- 
RISE MEGALITA 


FoR A PIECE OF LAND 


M 


HELL, HAVING To KILL 


GET HOLD OF IT HERE... 


Ile 


ини 


"ош а. 


FOOD, WATER, DRUGS, DISEASE, ^ 
seep, MEDICINE ) ( SERF 00M, “CLEANSING”. 


"ТАҚТА REGULAR 
THING, THEM. ONE A THOSE 
OFFICERS ISIN DISGRACE. 
BAD MARRIAGE, LIKELY. 
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>> 


І BARELY REMEMBER 


|| TRAVELING THERE. 75 MILES ОЕ DUSTY 
||| AS iF PUBERTY BRINGS IE Го KNOWN How E ROADS. BARBED 
| ON AMNESIA. LITTLE OF IT т WAS WIRE UNDER 
ттт ТО BE ALLOWED BWEBELLS. 
Ни то SEE, томе. 
|| PAID CLOSER 

ATTENTION- 

га 
-十 一 | 


< Ty || | 


>>, >>> NOTHING OVERHEAD. I FELT LiKe A > 
3” > BUG ON A PLATE- IT BURNED ME 
wee. = Ветово Ы то THINK. HOW GLAD го BEENTD 
ARMED BIRDS IN THE Bes UNGER N POE етей NE 
GUARDS. SKN. АЦ DIDN'T 
GROWING WILD. SEEM 
REAL: 
CIAEGER WAS 
ONE. HE CAME 
AND NENTAS = 
HE PLEASED... DI =; 4 
NATURALLY.) 
ај 
УШТ š REALLY 
P BAD | 
г. 2 DREAMS. 


7) 
® 


pans | 
ІШ Е 
小 Е 
ТІ ІП) | 14 
ШЕП | 2 
| | 
THAT І STILL 
BIG, DARK HOUSE... CO WETE: 
THAT I REMEMBER IN DREAMS. 
ENERY INCH оғ. > 
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W я F BRICHAM к=. PITYS SAKE, т U RAISE THE GIRL, 
NEVER KNEW A Doe KOE ERE | | име NOTHING AGAINST AGAINST your FINE! Bur Yov 
AINK OF BLL THE) | MENT MARRIED оне, DONT) DONT nave a CLUE ны) 
DISEASES THAT т? AND zuwe EVERY ( то RAISe a BOYI Nor THE 


UNALTERED SUN 

ud BELIEVE MY 
че YOU To BEL! 

CAN Gt кш © SUE ar PIRST GODDAMN CLUE! 

NOT А56 T НАТ DIFFERENCE 


DISCUSS IN FRONT ¢ 
+ LON! ы Qi елі 


DID I SAY NE 
NENER GOT OUT 
OF THE HOUSE Z 


WAKE 
| UP, RAE. 
NONE OF THE " хоин. rei 
OTHER KIDS 
WOULD HANE 
Е MUCH TO ро 
WITH LYNNE: 
OR ME SINCE 
сок, MOHER ВА Л 
WAS NOTA 516 x 
MEDAWAR. : A OUR FAVORITE 
е 5 N GAME WAS MAKING 
UP BETTER WANS ТО 
MAKE ЕМ АЦ DIE 
SCREAMING. 


T THINK JAEGER WASN'T 
WELL LIKED EITHER. HE 
WAS SORT OF A РЕТ OF 

OUR DAD'S, МАМА SAID 
IT WAS ЕНЕВ. 
ADOPT HIM OR 
SHOOT НІМ... 


SEEMED LIKE ENERY- 
(6004 HATED JAEGER 
FOR A DIFFERENT 
REASON. т GUESS 

THATS WHY WE LNED 
HIM So MUCH. 


ТЕР 
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NE 1. SAW WITH THOSE SPOOKY 
CLOSE. ENERNGODY Hera АЦЕ 
г KNEW HAD VERY 
DARK EYES. 


Р = мож NES ARE IT WAS HARD TO ВЕЦЕЧЕ. 
X WN; TOO HE SAW THE SAME THINGS 


HEY, BELO CLUTCH aly 
KIDS! HATCHING RIGHT Now! 
WHO WANTS To WATCH? т 


ТЕМ! okay, You 
BUMS, LETS MOVE IT-- 


BUT CAPTAIN 
NELSO! 
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THE BASTARD. AND HE'D ALWANS SAID SOMETHING 


MED ALWAYS UKE, "OH, HONEY, THERES ONLY 
BEEN So NICE So MUCH ROOM" OR “OH, SORRY, 
To ME UP TILL WE LEFT 50 EARLY, T MUSTA 
RRGOT то WAKE You UP"... 
= = Q 
| ES 
y 3 
(La 
А 
EXCUSES. = 
== 
| Z > 
“N 
THAT TIME, THE TIME HE DONT 
BOTHER, WAS A REVELATION. I BUT 
FELT THE NALLS OF A PINK TAFFETA маме To STAY Д Yoo KNOW 
PRISON SNEAKING UP BEHIND МЕ. Б BEHIND. TM KINDA 
т GLAD You 
мо... 


соме. PULL YOUR 


Brars APART Д 
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TM GETTING 5 IF SOMEONE DOESN'T 


T үт, YM сетне: СА ACCEPT ‘ou, FOR 
To (Ta. THE. WHATEVER REASON, 
WORST PART. FUCK ‘en! Dont 
TRAIL AFTER ЕМ 
En UKE A CHICKEN! 
зі is I 
A <= w. ат" 
STARTS ТО GET / 
HAZY. BOT... = А 
SEE, EVERY = > 
TIME SOMETHING = сън 
UKE THAT WOULD 
HAMEN, WE'D 一 же _ агане 
Т THE SAME = ш JU5T 
LECTURE- = m AS соор 
Ce = AS EVERYBODY 
= ELSE, YOU GOTTA 
Go WCE AS FAR! 
да Вот YoU бог To 


n ME, HE'D USE IT AS АМ 
a or Por Os OFF A trr DORE. Di SPRING 
Э t оғ ODEN то 
ANY MORE SELF-CONTROL THAN TO FIGHT Jo), NR ae 
UKE CATS AND DOGS, ЧОО САМ JUST AROUND INTO A SORT OF GAME- 
STAN OUT OF THE GREAT HALL 一 < 
FROM HERE ON IN. 


= q 
MY Sean Tre 
HY чоо, еле, вот 

INN Yov ostor 


THAT WINTER JAEGER 
WAS “DISCHARGED,” 
SENT HOME. OR SO 
DAD SAID. 


= AND ша MONED US OUT OF THE GREAT wie јак 
MISTINY LITTLE PLACE, ALL SEPARATE. AND EXPOSED: 
FoR FOOT SOLDIERS, DONT GLEN LINE IN IT, JUST ТЕ BASEMENT. HE SAD IT 
THAT WAS USUALLY WAS BECAUSE HE COULDNT TRUST THE OTHER MEDAWARS 
А EUPHEMISM ANYMORE. TWAS CHOKING ON MY OWN SHAME- 
FoR "DEAD. „HE WAS SO PROUD OF HIS LITTLE DECOY HOUSE... 


ONE ROOM. А 


COMPOSTING Wf WECOULD HEAR THE FIGHTING THERE, 
TOILET. A THROUGH THE FLIMSY WALLS. GUNS, 
TANKOF WATER. Щ SCREAMS. WHEN YOURE A KIO Nov 


DON'T REALLY ASK. WHATS GOING ON. 
You KNOW IT ISN'T GOING то MAKE 


' SENSE, NO MATTER WHAT THEY ЗАЧ. 


ONCE WE HEARD SOME - 


6004 BREAKING ALL THE 7 U 
WINDOWS UPSTAIRS, ERS 
HOWLING AND DANCING. = 

{ 


= || 
RHYTHMIC POUNDING y 
ONTUE UPSTAIRS 

WALLS AT NIGHT. 7 
LOCKED DOORKNOB 

CLICKING... SHADOWS. 


HANING NO ROOM то МОЧЕ. 
AROUND MARES YOU A UTTLE 
CRAZY THEN А ШТ CRAZY. 


DAD STARTED WRAPPING 
US UP IN WET SHEETS 
DURING THE DAY. AU 
DAN. МЕ AND INNE- 
To KEEP U: 


|| 
vil || 

| | Ш HIDING, THERE 
WAS DANGER 


AN 


HE-- DAD WAS GONE MOST OF 
THE TIME. ONE NIGHT IN 
SUMMER SOMEBODY SET 
THE HOUSE UPSTAIRS ON FIRE. 


Т 


ез сайд QUO то THINK т 
УР WAS MOM-- 
UNTIED US AND 
TOOK US UPSTAIRS 
WHEN THE FARE 
WENT OUT. 


мом HAD 
Moa Sant MOM TALKED LIKE A TN KA05'-SHOW 
MEANS чадо № HOST Now--HIGH AND FAKE зоокане. 
OF WAR” SHE FED MARCE ALOT oF FAREGORIC 
MEDAWAR SO SHE WOULONT MAKE ANY NASE. 
NAME. MEN BOTH SLEPT MOST OF THE TIME. 


ри 

Айан || 

BR” Ü| 
A 


(( 
(es 


SWELD FADEN 
ne 
AD ылдам. | 


ONE DAN T WATCHED 
MOM TRY TO SCRUB A 
POT ОР SUNLIGHT OFF 
TUE FLOOR. DIDN'T 
SEEM STRANGE то 
МЕ AT THE МЕ. 


r REMEMBER 
МАМА SAYING 

“MENNE BEEN 
GONE en 
TIME. HE DID |3 
vr Дш.“ 


TOONT WANNA TALK 
ABOUT THIS STUFF ANN- 
MORE. T'U “Ker WANE, Hel! USTEN 
то WAIT пи еве yet T DON'T 
FEELS LIKE TELUNG WANT Your 
МЕ HIS REAL ANSWER ANN- 
WHOLE NAME, More... LET 
ME ол” 


BUT — BUT T CAN'T REMEMBER ANN MORE! 
Yoo WANT THE WORST THING THAT ENER HAPPENED 
то ME, WELL, ЧИМЕ. GOT AS MICH OF IT AS T 
WAVE! BUT I TELLYA T DON'T HAVE. A 4 
GREATEST FEAR" To TELL YoU 
UT/ I~ I MEAN І 
DON'T WANT то DIE OR cer 
RPRED OR GET PARALYZ 
FROM THE NECK DOWN AND 
TM NOT WILD ABOUT THE DEA 
OF GETTING OLD, BUT WHO 
157 т DONT HANE ONE BG 


Your, 
QUESTION 16 


ASKED, WE 6 
: EN FEARI T 
jou! 
CANT РАТ OU! , 


AH... BUT KNOWLEDGE GROWS 
IN GOOD соц. PAN NOT МЧ PRICE 
АМО YoU WILL... INTROSPECT. 


HERE IN THE DARKNESS, 


ы Z KNOW PERFECTLY 
ЗА WELL THAT ANY BODY 
FUNNY THING, CAN бе LOOKING RIGHT 一 一 
PERCEPTION... AT WHAT THEN'RE -MARGIN 
LOCKING FOR- - 


звет-влг У 
NENER бот So MANY 
TANTALIZING HALF 
GUMPSES AT THE 

OBJECT OF МЧ-- 


WHILE T CANT 
HONESTLY SAY ALL 
THESE POLNGLOT OUT- 
CLANNERS LOOK ALIKE, 
THEN ВАСА LOOK so 
DIFFERENT THAT THE 
Ele Repuces THEM Д 
TO VISUAL 

NOISE. 


T HAVE THIS OBSCURE- 
CONVICTION THAT TILL KNOW HIM 
ХЕ Т САМ SEE HIS eyes. WHY, с НУДИО 
DON'T KNOW, AS T HAVE NO 2 `{ тое то TALK то 
CLEAR IMAGE ОЕ 2 чове 5 Mich, 
His ENES ON < чойо икем FINO 
anne 
FOOTAGE. y) тено" 


289 


— 
[= | 
Q <> gi 
Y 5 N - | 
Nun = Š 4 
+ | 
77 чоо MIGHT THINK A 
шшде Youn sets уем You 
CHANGE YOUR CLOTHES AMD Your WAR. 
PAINT. ВОТ SOME LITTLE PEBBLES STUCK 
IN NOUR TREADS. THEN MAKE А MARIE 
= ON TUE, PAVEMENT AS DISTINCTIVE 
- ASA FINGERPRINT- 
PH 
5 и 
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Dolo бо обода оба lada бод 


° 


ISNT THAT WHAT 
You DOF You SERNE 
Your PEOPLE. WAY 
ARENT You WITH 


I DON'T KNOW 
WHERE. ENERNBOON 


096. PEOPLE? WHO GETS THESE BALF- BRIGHT 
Do Моб SERIE IDEAS ABOUT WHAT A 
ол Меке? FINDER (5 AND DOES. A 
FINDER (S A SCOUT. WE BREAK 
TRAIL. NE EXPLORE AND 
OBSERNE. AND THATS 


Ач... 


SOMEONE ЧОО 
a HELP, MR- 
ІН 5 AND AS FOR 
E WHAT TIM DOIN HERE, 
=" SINCE YoU ASL ME 
/ | | SONICE-- нч we- 


YOU JUST PICK SOMEBODY, 15 WELL, ГМ HERE To SAY 
THAT ITZ SOMEBODY NEEDS HELP | | THERE'S SOMETHING You 


AND You SAIL RIGHT IN. MAN OF Кезі Do. a 
E AT TAKE: 
CHIVALRY, NINJA DO-GOODER. Nice veo Te eee 


ISN'T THAT HOW IT ISF A PROBLEM. 


SOFT J, ACCENT 
Rest suabe. |9 
CHASER, HUNTER. 
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А THROWAWAY, 

You MEAN. USTEN, 
PAL, YOU AIN'T EXACTLY 
RACKIN' UP BROWNIE 
POINTS HERE ~~ 


WHO 
EXACTLY 
ARE YOU У \ И | 
THINKING . NY | 
ҮШІ) 


| 


s DOESN'T HAVE YOURE STILL SITTIN’ 
8 t SÍ TP BE жици AS 
ER * 


@ As THERE WITH YOUR BARE ， 
TS FACE HANGIN’ OUT ASKIN! 
“NEUTRALIZE" ME To-- 
7 “RENDER HARM- «MONTAGE: 
LESS"... WE LEAVE ANIMALS оте. 
2 THAT то YouR YEUou ENES. 
Сет CATS. GOATS. 
= 9 ON- OWLS. ERHANTS. = 
DINETRIA" = 
| А 
К ) 


WHO 1T 15, OR. 


чоёке. NOT 
THE MAN T'M 
LOOKING 
FOR. 
خر‎ 
= ts 
2 BRIGHAM 
С RA сеозјемов. 
‘ = 5 
Q 7 
> Y 
| 
5 ами 
= ye 
x = 
WHO ВАЗА 175 HIS FAMILY THE қ PERSONALLY, Г BELIEVE CARNIVAL 
GETTER CLAN'S SO CONCERNED | EY SEASON NEEDS A KILLER LOOSE IN 
RIGHT? AYA ABOUT WIFE, THREE RN ) THE STREETS. А BLOOD SACRIFICE, 
KIDS, HOHE > MU MES? CARNAL... CARNWAL. ALL THE, 
he — PAGEANTRY FIGHTING FOR SPACE, 
% Ке AT PRIME TIME WITHTHE SORDID 
“% IMAGES OF INNOCENT PEOPLE. 
p l RITUALLY MURDERED BY SOME 
4 ЕР КА FROHNE MAOMAN...? PUTS SOME 
Џ 1 * TRUTH INTO “THE DANS OF 
h A 7 ыт TUE DEAD"... 
оме UFE 
ee RICHNESS, 
| Z = 
) \ 一 = 27/82 
= i — 
= РА 
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WELL, You KNOW No ADULT 
KILLER HAS ENER GEEN 
SUCESSFULLY REFORMED- 
THERE WAS THAT PROMISING 
NEW THERAPY, WHERE FEEDBACK, 
TRROUG CRANIAL TACKS WAS 
USED To INSTILL INTHE 
SUBJECT A TRUE UNDER- 
STANDING OF THE HEINOUS” 
NESS OF THEIR ACTS... 
THE HORROR 
OF MT ALL, YoU 
Ко 


У. т KNOW THIS ISN'T SUPPOSED TO 
DON'T YOU GNS HANE A TERM ВЕ YOUR, DECISION. THE POWERS 
FOR THIS KIND OF THING? THAT BE DECIDE, AND THEN GUNS 
TOUCHED BY me а LIKE You TAKE CARE OF IT, RIGHT? 
OF SOME 7 EXECUTE WER ORDERS 


WELL, ГМ A REPRESENTATIVE OF | |. «че / HAT YOU NEEDS A 
THE POWERS THAT BEIN MEDA- AA ES SIN-EATER. Г Don't Дъ! 
WAR CLAN: THIS СОЧ HAS GONE ЕУ DO THAT CRAP ` 
ВАР. IF А DOG GOES RABID YOU : Б 
WANNA SHOOT (т BEFORE | 


КІРІ 


Saar wa ERS 
— й ==> (a) en 
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NO No, FARFROM IT с f Г DON'T ONE 
WOULDN'T DREAM OF You TACK 
OFFERING You Mi k СКАР-- 
BUT L CAN Ех MoeT. 

ALLS FORGIVEN. 
ALL OBUGATIONS 
VOLD. 
а f 
( 
N = 
b = 


THE МАМ YOU HURLED OUTOF А 
SXTH- STORY WINDOW A WHILE 
BACK. AND HIS TWO OUTCLAN 
FRIENDS, SINCE WERE COUNTING. 
THE LATE MARKET NARDENS WIFE 
WANTS RESTITUTION. 


No? You DO owe 
THE FAMILY OF 
Les SOFFIT. 


en 
= 


\Е Т STOPPED TO FINO OUT WH! 
ANY PARTICOLAR FOOL BROKE 
BOTTLE OVER MN HEAD, ГРА 
BEEN DEAD IN GRADE SCHOOL IF 

JÀ THERES ONE, THERE'S A HONORED 
AND ONE. AS FOR KIS WIDow-- 


ЖЕ ХР —: 
Ш; ss 
SS Є 


ОҢ, MORE THAN 


THAT. MEDAWARS 


` 
Б 


NUMBER IN THE 


HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS. 


YOUNG, EAGER то CURRY 
FANOR... IE You DON'T DEAL 
WITH THIS NOW, SOMEDAY 
SOME PRETTY THING WITH 
LONE BRAIDS 15 GONNA PUT 
А TENT PEG THROUGH 
YooR HEAD-- 


шини ы == 
АЖ ИАДА 


мав т WANT 
THAT! МАЧВЕ. 

WHAT Г NEED TO 
ADD POIGNANCY 


то MY HUMORUM 
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BLOOD AND GuTs ON THE SCREEN DoN'T 
CREATE VIOLENCE, THEY ALLENIATE 
IT! WITHOUT THEIR INFLUENCE, GWEN 
THE OVERCROWDING OUR ECONOMIC 
SITUATION PREDICATES, WE'D BE 
AWASH IN BLOOD! FoR MOST rows 
TUST VIEWING CARNAGE 15 ALL IT 
TAKES TO SOOTHE THE NEED TO 
COMMIT IT AWAY... AND THOSE 
FEW FoR WHOM tT ISN'T END 


DON'T you SAVAGE MY 
FAITH. JUST DON'T You Do IT- 
THE MODERN WORLD NEEDED 
А NEW CONCEPT oF BLOOD 


SACRIFICE. WE AT THE 
CHURCH OF HUITZILOFOCHTU 


UNDERSTAND THAT: 


= 


ч > АА? 


UP ON THE TUBE. (T's THE 
ONLY Wey. WITHOUT (T THE 
HOMAN RACE WOULD 
PERISH IN А SEA 

oF ROAD RAGE! 
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МА an 


ОИЕ, Yeso 

> AGORIGU А 
HANE ALWAYS BEEN 
RECOGNIZED AS THE 
COUECTINE DREAMS oF 
SETY. FILMMAKERS RERET 
WHAT'S IN THE MASS MIND- IF W 
175 TAWDRY AND SHAMEFUL, 

THEN THAT'S THE SAO TRUTH, BUT 

pEoeuE NEED THAT RELEASE -- = 


„С = 


= N 


SEE- WHAT THE 

У CHOREH DOES 15 A MIXTURE 

` — OF REPORTAGE AND FICTION. WE 

一 TRY To ALLOW THE HEART OF 
DARKNESS то SHOW ITSELF IN 
MUNDANE ЦРЕ-- LIKE A STATUE 

RENEAUNG ITSELF To THE SCULPTOR 
|| IN THE GRAIN OF A BLOCK OF MARBLE -- 


= чајсе- очев -· for ў 


ONLY IN ооа DREAMS | + CROSS-REF -- 


CAN WE Live кил, омы IN DREAMS 

FREE OF CONVENTION ARE WE TROY FREE. 

ANO MoRALITY. ner: = Ws, 
ESE HoT ро y SHALL ВЕ." 


yal 


AH, BRIG, BRIG... THE VULTURES ARE ALREADY CIRCLING. [J 

SHOULD T JUST LET "ЕМ HANE You? FI HADN'T PUT YA 

IN THAT HOSPITAL BED, THEY'D ALREADY BE SELLIN’ 

BLACK-AND- RED Books ABOUT YOU IN THE TRUE-CRIME K 
STORES ALL NER TOWN... 


ІШІ, 
| 
||| 

| 


| | 


Ш 


i i 


“i | 


ЈЕ 


“ONLY 
THIS 
T 


2 = 54 
| 
[一 一 天 q š 
А а 
ES ИА 
2 — aa Rs 


INSIDE THIS MONUMENT TO 
SUFFERING... A GREAT MIND 
PROFESSES TO TEACH STRENGTH 
THROUGH COMPREHENSION OF 
HUMAN MONSTROUSNESS. 
\T OFFERS TRANSFORMATION, 

IT TRADES IN FEAR. 


NE ENOUGH 
ou HIM... WE'D 
JUST GIVE ME THAT 


QUESTIONS. 


T CAME To DICKER 
аи 
SICH А PU 
INFORMATION... T JUST WANTED 
TO KNOW A FEW THINGS 
ABOUT MN MOM'S 
MNSTERIOUS 

BOYFRIEND... 


I AOMIT, IT WAS 


хохот THING TO Оо... WR 
UKE WANTING TO READ Y 
ABOUT AN ARTISTS MORE 
SOROD HABITS IN 
A MAGAZINE. 


ROUBLE IS, IN 


WS ROOTS 
АВЕ. MASSIVE, 
1115 OF AN 


175 UKE 176 WORSE 
то теч-- 10 -- T DON'T 


СОХ 


А 2 


"О 
N 


W 

L EATEN GO 
Pression | Yus HELL 
Pnression | THROUGH 

en 


S 


YOURSELF, 
У HONEY; WHY Do You 15 НЕ TO 

NEED то KNOW ABOUT еу TH? WHAT DOES YOUR GUT 

THE MAN'S PAST? TELL 4002 Do YOU TRUST HIM, AND ЈЕ 

ANYBODY CAN MAKE № So HOW FAR? IF You DON'T, 15 HE 

ОРА STORY AND 2 STILL GOOD FOR ANYTHING? 
SAN IT ($ THE 2 қ 
PAST: 


к THE QUESTIONS 
\ түт COUNT, 
| AND No ORACLE 
CAN CHEAT 


7 ди I WANT IS FOR 
Зомевооч-. АнЧвооу!-лм МЧ UFE 7% 
Ў то BE HONEST AND OPEN WITH ME FOR А 
CHANGE/WHN DOES ENERNTHING HAVE TO 
BE SUCH A ВЕ GODDAMN SECRETZ HOW 
MANY TESTS рот HAVE TO PASSZ 
746 © MY FAMILY, FER 
CHRISSAKES, ENEN THE 
BABY'S сом AROUND 
WITH THIS SLY "T- KNOU- 
SOMETHING- T- WON'T 


N 
N 


ANY 


SORRY, 
көзе! ДУ 


DIGO SAY 
SOMETHIN ? 


т WONDER 
we THERE'S А 
WORD FoR WHEN 
О Nou WISE Yoo 


9 


с> 


为 ¿W 


\ 
| 
1 


TBE RODE, < 
2065 WHEN 
бот пик ту: 
ON, ч'кмо! 

IN A Wo 

с MN oul 
YUH WORK 


LONG 
eer So ¥ 
222513 DONT MIND 
ams! ~ ® wok ( ИЧ YABEERIN 
AN Mi — 3 oN, TU SHOT 
UP ANY MINUT 


== = 


ESA 


= 


2 ШО ‚et 


| \ 


2 me 


p 
1 


ee ДЕ. 


HE DD. N 
You PUSHED HIM АОК 
TOO FAR, АМО НЕ NW 
BEAT You то DEATH 


WITH A CHUNK oF Stove 
WOOD. YOU NEVER 


© Ма > № / 


ES š KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT 
TDDNT DIE! / wet г JUST KNOWN You N SHUT UP? ¿DIDN'T 
COOK AROUND. DO, o (DIES r HAVE, BUT T GOT 
HAVE RAT TOROS | бе een voor genus cor | MYSELF UP АМО OUT oF THERE 
IN HEAVEN OR AND чое итпе son pur / BEFORE HE COULD DO ИУ TAM 


Roses ın HELL? OUT His HAND To TOUCH 
EN THEM, AND THATS HY NOT wer cea зи 5о 


NT u САМИ 


ы 
нео KILL YOU: YOU 
WERE MORE AFRAID HE 
WOULDN'T, THAT IT WORD 
JUST бо ON AND ОМ 
FOREVER. Чой WERE 

GLAD То DIE - You 
ا ل‎ BROUGHT ITON Y 
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1 DIONT DI 
№] HOW CAN T KEEP... 


FALSE MEMORY? 
SOMETHING Т 


QUITE RABID ENOUGH 
F то RUN JUST YET, BUT 
WHEN HE IS READY, 

| HEIL СОМЕ FOR ЧОУ). 

y НЕЦ SNIFF YOU OUT, 


N Е 

N \ DONT KNOW IF гм ER 
N er ү 5 коне Because oF TALKING O 
\y come. Jas HIM, OR (€ £ WAS j 
\ : 


ST WHEN HE 


⁄ 
— == == JUST CANT 
Fuck THIS 
ve. 
N J ЕТТІ 
мч FEET ARE ENE SET 
ж ы N ON THE PATH OF МЧ OLN 


MAKING... 2 бодон THE 
PATH Ойт. T Ро THE 


BUT HES А MAN, AND ENEN 
је ЦЕ DOES STINK OF CRAZI- 
NESS- I STILL OWE HIM So 
[| MUCH. JUST GOTTA... RIDE 
THE RIDGES - 


Ii 


USE me. тм Ñ LOOK IN ON MY FRIEND- = 
Ei Er мод тче BEEN IN AND OUT 
ALL NEEK-- 


IF BRIG WERE AN 
EARTHQUAKE I 
HAD FORESEEN, 
OR A TIGER WITH 
ATASTE FOR. 
HUMAN BLOOD, 
WHAT TO DO 
WOULD BE so 
SIMPLE. 


> < 
Your FRIEND 
HAS BEEN MOVED. 
INE ASKED 400 то 
MOVE. ONCE MORE 
AND You AND YOUR. 
UNDERSHIRT ARE 
GOING To ANSWER 
SOME QUESTIONS. 
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THATS A VALID THREAT. 1 
ACKNOWLEDGE THAT. BUT 

Rease, МААМ -- Is НЕ A 
WORSE? WHATS 


MISTER NO-PARTICULAR: CLAN, CERTAINLY - 
NoT- My- CLAN, E HAVE BEEN ADMIN- 
ISTRATING THIS HOSPITAL FOR TWELVE 
NEARS, AND IN ALL THAT TIME г HANE 
NEVER HAD ONE OF MY PATIENTS ет 
WITH BATTERY ACID UNDER МУ 

NOSE. YOUR FRIEND HAS BEEN МОЧЕР 
TO А MORE SECURE LOCATION. AND 
NOW YOU ARE MOVING GUT OF HERE, 
BEFORE г HAVE YOU DETAINED AS А 
SUSPECT. 


TU Go, AND T WON'T KICK, 
\FNOULL PLEASE JUST TELL 
ME-- AS HE STILL 
LIVING Z 


BE GOING DOWN 
IF A MEMBER OF 
МУ STAFF HADN'T 
VOUCHED FOR 
чоо. 
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CHAPTER ELEVEN 


H 4 
М 
~“ 


rí Z 


DE 
4 


hy 


ALL RIGHT, 
SMARTY. JUST 
WAIT TILL (T 


THESE HILARIOUS 


SOMEDAY, BRIG- 
ог Boy, THIS KIDS 
GONNA KICK YOUR 


LYNNE, 
DON'T чоо, 

THINK THATS. 
OVERKILL, 
DARLING £ 


WHY DID YOU 
теч To KILL 


YOUR OWN 


FATHERT 


В 
+ 
3% 
Е: 


WANNA LET (T ВЕ А 60У, 


THAT'S ALL. 


SOME DAY, BRIG OU Boy, THIS 


JAEGER, TELL МЕ, DID YoU ENER, 
KDS GONNA KICK YOUR 


SEE SUCH А STUPID KID? Look AT 
HIS EYES. DAMN, WHAT А STUPID MUSHY BUTT FOR THE 
KIDI AND HIS MAMA WONDERS WAY 400 TREAT HIM- 
WEY r DON'T PAY MUCH 

ATTENTION. 


TSA 


BRIGHAM, BRIGHAM 
DREAM! ITS A 


WAKE UPI! 
DREAM! WARE- 


2 


АТ NIGHT иер 
Фе ALL 800-400 AND 
FORENE-ME AND EIM-SCOM. 
Ё че Woke up ar AU, 


OUTRAGED TONES. ENEN IF 
WE SHOWED HIM BRUISES, 
—о CUTS. „ЧАЦ, RIP 


МОМ - - WHY IS -- 15 


NHAT GODDAMN HE N THE ARMY 
DIFFERENCE ANYWAY Z 
DOES IT MAKE шем-- HIS 
WHAT. CAUSED FAMIN- HE 
HIM то ACT GRONENORE ARE 
SR Ац. COPS. DON'T 
KNOWING ARMY FAMILIES AND 
DOESN'T POLICE. FAMILIES 
CHANGE, USUALLY STICK To 


HIS WAYS. THEIR OWN 


AND 
How) LONG 
HAVE KILLERS 
BEEN ABLE TO 
HIDE AMONG 


WARRIORS? 


THAT IS. BUT IN THE MORNING USED To 
MEJO DENY EXERNTHING IN SAY: 


THIS 
HAPPENS To 
ALOT ОР 

SOLDIERS. 
HELL соме 


WE HAVE To 
ТЕЧ To REMEMBER 
HIM AS HE WAS 
BEFORE. 


“WAS THERE NO HIGHER 
AUTHORITY то HELP 4002 " 


LOOK... THINGS 
HAPPEN. BEIN’ A FIGHTIN’ 
MAN, IN HOSTILE TERRITORY, 
WELL, A LOT OF THINGS 
HA . 


Чоо ват SOMETHIN To 
“Тем. THE HIGHER- UPS ABOUT 
LAST WEEK, YOU со DO THAT. 
BUT YoUD BEST Ве THINKIN’ 
OF WHO'S GONNA BE LEFT ON 
YOUR SIDE, IF 409 Go RUNNIN’ 
NOUR MOUTH AGAINST 
ANOTHER OFFICER - ANOTHER 
MEDAWAR, {OUR омы 

созым! 


YNQULDNT LIKE 
то THINK JOUR OWN 
PARTNERS WOULDN'T 
COVER FoR ЧО), IF YOU 

un WELL, NEEDED A 

SECOND CHANCE? 


So YA СЕТ. 
А BAD EGG ЕМЕВЧ 
ONCE IN А WHILE. OR 
YA CATCH SOMEBODY OUT. 
ENERNBODAS GOT 
FOR WHAT THEY 00, IT 
ANT FOR YOU TO 
JUDGE. 
ITS STILL BETTER 
TO PROTECT A FEW 
TARNISHED ANGELS 
THAN THROW DOWN 
THE INNO CENT. 
Mi% UPS 


ВЕК A FIGHTIN’ 
MAN MEANS LOOKIN’ 
OUT FOR ONE ANOTHER, 
WATCHIN’ EACH OTHER'S 
BACKS. WE ALL GET INTO 
SCRAPES, MAKE MISTAKES, 


DO THINGS WRONG... THIS HAPPEN, MORE 
А AIN'T A BY- THE- BOOK —y 
KIND о WORLD 


THAN ANNBODY LIKES 
To MINK. 


ЧОО WANNA HELP SOME 
COLL, FINE! TAKE IM INTO 
YOUR HOUSE, ADOPT HIM, LET 
ENERYEODY KNOW HES YouR 
BN- Do LIKE TNE DONE 
WITH JAEGER AYERS. 
AND KEEP 
NER FLAP Мо 


SHUT ABOUT WOULDN'T Do 


ANYTHING To 
HIM- 


BUT YOU ARE PART 
OF THEIR BROTHERHOOD. 
YOU ARE OF THEIR BLOOD. 


WELL, £ DON'T CARE 
хе You WORT TALK. 
"Ұңом TM 
KINO 


И (My IR ДАР 
А „рока == ы) 
X 


Цу — еу ег) кере | ne 
чути Брава 
Ме О Ди Ж А 58857055 
7 ка Одо: 7, < OR, 
ў а 
A 4 F} x F 26 
` N — А ы 

\ АҒУ | AN т DON'T 

К мум) J | en THE 

| NM YOU LOOK, 
ore A) МА You SHOULD’ (fr 

А ONT E МО 

AWA) WONT Wand ти A 17) Eh 
Mm ME, т DON'T СМЕ Ҹу 上 М 
gi ME SUCH A Ж 


+ THRILL ы 


FN liy 
£" ат у a" Ha 
БЕЈ О <р. 


„ FR, AN HE DONT лу 
WEAR A 


| r ER М т NEED A МАМ!) 


“ичеси-ичеси-ичесц... 

YNONT HAVE То BUY 

PORNO то SEE TITS! 
NECH-HVECH- HECHAS” 


p BUT МАКНООР 15 | 
MELTED INTO COURTESIES, 
VALOR INTO COMPLIMENT, AND 


MEN ARE ONLY TURNED INTO TONGUE. 


HE 15 NON AS VAUANT AS HERCULES 
THAT ONLY TELLS A LIE AND 
ANY FRIEND WHO SWEARS IT! 
WOULD BE А МАМ š 
FOR My SAKE! 


I CANNOT 
ВЕ A MAN 
WITH WISHING. 


THERE FORE 
TWILL DIE 
A WOMAN 
WITH 
GRIENING. 


қо HITTING! YELL Au чоо WANT, 
BUT мо HITTING/ HES UTTLER 
THAN YOU, So WHAT CHANCE 
DOES RE HAVE? LET uM PLAY! 


МАМА BEING LLAVERAC... IT'S 
HAPPENING TO ME EARLIER THAN 


=StGA< Вл ITS KINDA SCARY. 
PUBERTYS LIKE THIS MUTATION, 
MACHINE, AND You DON'T KNOW 
WHAT YOULL BE LIKE WHEN YOU 
COME OUT THE OTHER SIDE. 
JUST THAT YOULL BE 
TOTAUN DIFFERENT: 


WHICH т 


GUESS ISN'T 
BAD IN 
\ THEORY... 


LEN? 


SOMETIMES T THINK (Т0 ВЕ SOO 
GREAT IF YOU COULD, Y'KNOW, SWAP 
THEM OUT. PUT oN SOME GREEAAT 
BIG. ONES FOR GOING OUT IN THAT 
STRAPLESS GOWN; PUT ON SOME 

ITIN-BITTY ONES FOR 3066146 


OR SLEEPING ON NOUR STOMACH? 


DAD SANS NO GIRL МЧ AGE SHOULD 
BE SEEN WITHOUTA DRESS, Г MEAN 
--HEMEANS NO GIRL SHOULD BE 
SEEN EXCEPT IN А DRESS. 

BUT THEN HE SPINS RIGHT 
AROUND AND SAYS NO DECENT 
WOMAN WOULD Go WITHOUT 

TROER! п5 so STUPID. 


1 Ber MAMAS 
CLAN ISN'T SO 
NUTTY. 


I UKE UTTLE BABIES, ITS 
KIND OF MIND BOGGUNG How 
UTTERLY HELPLESS THEY ARE. 

REAUY-- HOW COULD 
ANYBODY HURT A PERSON 
WHOS IN SUCH DIRE 
NEED OF THEIR HELP? 


BRIGHAM, 


7 oe Te CEA 
SWAP YA AL NE ( 
роц. PR MY LITTLE ALONE. wer 
DOLL, OKAY, аен 
GIRUY- BOY Z To BE А FATHER 


SOMEDAY 150, 


N Wil WOULDN'T JAEGER ANERS 
САС PERSON 


BE THE LOG 
TO TURN TOF 


JAEGER! 
СА 


LYING, сом ме, 
BACKSTABBING 
SONOFAWHORE... T 

WOULDN'T ASK НІМ TO 


, THE SCOUTMASTER, 


SPIT oN Me 1F Г WAS Z У че SATISTIED To KNOW THAT IG W 
BURNING то DEATH! [LH] IT бот CLOSE, т бат WARM-" AND IF 
LH (Г бот ТБО CLOSE, IT GOT BURNT. 


ӨЛ SOME ANIMALS, HE SAYS, AND 
| THE BONS ARE HANGIN' ON HIS 
ENER WORD- "SOME ANIMALS 
GET To THINKIN! THEY'RE 
BIGGER THAN THe FIRE 


“LIKE 175 SOMETHING. 
THEY'VE GOT To CONQUER 
OR BE CONQUERED BY, AND 
NEXT THING THEY KNOW THEY'RE 
DANCIN’ RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE оғ 
іт, AND GET CONSUMED BY (т; 
AND ALS CEPT 15 THE -- THE 
COLD ENES INTHE HOT FIRE, 

AND THATS WAY A CAMPFIRE 
US SUCH A Bié- —* 


өт DON'T 
UNDERSTAND 
MY HUSBANDS 
кепту To 

OR CNLDREN 


RACHELS 
AUANS BEEN. 
THE APPLE оғ 
HIS LORDSHIP 
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226 не HAD SOME 
PECUUAR STANDARD 


„Нвпи (Е (те: 


> 


AA 
SURELY YOU: Ам ran 
іне SORT OF THING 
15 Sut To Сана Ж 
5 бота то қабі; ом 
Mice £ CAN SHON GUA 
How TD ACT, IF г KNOW 
WHAT To DO - - 


( УЉЕ 
Y > 
uses, "ГМА. | | 
en т) | 


—— 
СА th 
Б; 
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SICK SUCKING NOSE НЕЧ, WHAT е ДМ REALLY YEAH, 400 TIJO DO Look ALIKE 


0 MARLIES FAT 
Ар Ай VND SORTE це не u АНЕ МАУве Youre BOTH His. NOOLDNT 
ВЕКИ LEFT ME- 一 TH4T СА THIGH SUPPER ON 
үр Yoo E OLD MAN? 
о-ы Н стро 


пој У AN 7) 4 QUES 
= A с Ж! N, 2: 
f "А — < — NN = 
: NO SHE Рај и де ; 
( SHE DOESN'T Y LOOKS Uke NA, oF 
т LOOK ANYTHING po ME? HAT 
5712 LIKE You! — | 
\ LA 
=== = 
A aN Eon 
| N Чо? DENY 
\ ME ON MV 
= 0 DEATHBED: 
сле, Yoo k /) j 
КУЗ | уа су ою ИЧ 
БУ < — |е 
И 
Зи ي‎ а 


r KNOW НІМ! 
EVEN ı HE WAS 006 
4 ee оң, 

А 
SUCKER AND HES ONLY You SHIT Tue 
О К 1: 
ID 

BORED WITH OUR MOTHER! ant EVEN 
THEN HE тием US BACK TALKING ABOUT 
16 THAT RAT BASTARD WHO YOUR PART 
REALLY IS OUR DAD AND BE IN THIS, MoM! 


GONE WITHOUT A SECOND GLANCE/ ¿ 


KNEW г-- HAD то, HAD To... KNEW го оюсу 
GET ONE TRY... THAT 86 BASTARD'D Ger ОР AND 
BREAK MY NECK LIKE A CHICKENS, STILL KWO 
OF SURPRISED HE DIDN'T. CAN'T RON AWAY, 
NOT WITH MARCIE... YOU KNOW THEY 
WONT DO ANYTHING IF HE HADNT DONE ANY- 
“TH... HE KNEW IT 700... HE'D A KILED 
US Au. FIRST CHANCE HE GOT, No THE ок 
REASON FOR. RESTRAINING ORDERS. WE'D 
A | ма ве DEAD, HM Too PROBABLY, 5O 
SORRY, ELE HEADLINES... 

„- Т'ЕВАЦМ DIDNT TANG ITD 

т DID THE WORST NE I COULD 

Week OF AND Г STILL CANT BELIEVE 
HE WON'T COME BACK SoMEDHY ASA 


ZOMBIE ~ 
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FOR NOW. LETS 
BRING HIM OUT 


see? UES А 
6000 кар, REAUN-- 
МЕЗЗЕО UP, SURE, 
Вот MORE OUT TO 
HELP HIS BABY 
SISTER THAN ANY- 

THING ELSE. 


PARRICIDE -- 
ENEN UNSUCCESSFUL 
PARRICIDE -- 15 THE 
Most DIFFICOLT 
CRIME ON BARTH 
то FORGIVE. AND 

HERE, THERE (5 
No TESTIMONY ОР 


UNNATURAL 


T 
LIKE HERE | & T WAS NOT SPEAKING 
ІП ме DONT OF THE FORGIVENESS OF THE. 


“5 16 SCHATHING Mt 
AS "NATURAL" > AN DISPENSE COURTS, OR OF ANYONE. MORE 
ABUSE? BEUENE МЕ. را‎ N FORGIVENESS. “TRAN THS Boy, OF HIMSELF. 

TUS к\р HAS Jue A 
соор REASO 
то BE AFRAID 
OF 5 FATHER 
THE MANS NOT 
NORMAL. ДА, 
55% 
THERE'S ( ~? SA 
NOTHING 5 
FORGANE- = 4 
Y = = 


HE HAS А FEIN CRACKS IN 
WS ARMOR ЦОЙ. BUT MONSTERS 
BREED MONSTERS. You SEE. HOW 
VITAL ст 15 NOU THAT THIS 6015 
ПРЕ FATHER DOES NOT DIE? THAT 

HE HAS То HAVE A CHANCE ТО 


SS © 
SE SEE US FATHER DIMINISHED, 
(Y SMALL A5 ANN а er 
) 
NZ ANGEL се, 
М2 роом? 


You, — = 
SURIVERS. = 
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ШЕ T 


MEANS I 
ASIN-EATER” Lane (за 
Е DID. 
š Š 
a 5 х 
SEN ИЙ E ° \ 
جا‎ < Вас 
IN Mm ү qu 77 — а “ 
on El Р Ир = Ж 2%42 = - Z 
= | Y 2 = ЕУ АС 
| = 
( = 
0\0 I TELL 
You THEN WON'T 
y 
4. AN 
7 A» 


ANYMORE? 


227217 
EN 2 YOU 


SSSIS 


NO, KID, , 
Nou DIDNT. ae 
HOW соме“ < 
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WASNT AS IF WE'RE NOT 
ер то MIRDER 


эсс 
ATTEMPTS IN TUE JOHN ООЁ. 


А MEMBER OF My OWN 
STAFF PROCLAIMED THIS 
MAN HER LONG-LOST 


р. ITISWT ASIF We ponr 
АМЕ MEASWRES TO L И 
WITH THIS KINO oF E FATHER, Ко Less / TRUE, 
is Brust] sues JUST ^ MEP /, МЕР 
BUT SIR, z 
Мода. excuse. МАТАСА ب‎ зді 
меле TIM NOT eam E? 
PREPARED FOR HOSPITAL 
THIS KINO OF - я 
INTRIGUE: В N 
О 4 
excuse ME, 
SERGEANT МАЗОК 
INTRIGUE? 


IT WAS HER RIGHT TO N 
REQUEST THis, SIR. T'M 
SURE THAT YOU'LL SEE 
WE'VE PRUDENTLY 086460 
PROCEDURE IN ALL ASPECTS 
OF THIS CASE “Û 


AND SHE IDENTIFIED Y 
A JOHN DoE? AS HER 
FATHER, AR... BRIGHAM 
GROSVENOR? JUST AFTER 
THERE WAS AN ATTEMPT 
ON HIS ЦЕЕ? 


М NNE GROSVENOR. 
TEN YEARS OLD. TOO 
SMART To LET RUN LOOSE. 
EAGER То LEARN, CLEAR- 
HEADED, GUTS1-- MAKE 
А GOOD SURGEON 
SOMEDAY -- 


NATURALLY, 
мч BEST. 


NOTHING TO WORRY ABOUT, МА АМ. 
THE CHURCH WON'T HAVE TROUBLE WITH 
YOUR ACTIONS AT ALL. YOU HANE My 
PERSONAL ASSURANCE. Ко REASON 

To WORRY ABOUT YOUR ENDOWMENT. 


NES, SIR. HE 
WAS SENT HOME 


SORE! LET THE PUCE BURN Y) 
To THe BEAMS! JUST WRITE || 


IT ALL UP, PLEASE, OMIT 

Мо DISGUSTING DETAIL, 

<o THAT “CHURCH CAN 

MAKE Эне беоне 

-OP-THE-WEEI 

О IN MYSTERIOUS 
WAYS, HIS 

TRAUMA UNITS 
то FUND 4 
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Se 


я 
KNOW кар... VE А ЗАРЕ қыз 906% ~ 
Z мечей saw MY А ГА | FOR YEARS AFTERWARD £ ү 
OLD MAN DEAD. iv KAD THis NAGGING FEELING 
JUST A WEADSTONE THAT ІТ WAS AL А GAD 
ON A HILSIDE - WESTIE 0 TOKE AND SOMEDAY го. 


TRA 2 (За TUST WALK INTO АЧ KITCHEN 
опас || AN... TA-DAA7 THERE HE'D 


SETS 


¥00 BETTER RUN ON AHEAD, 
16409 WANT то GET DAD OUT 
OF TUE WAY BEFORE МОМ ок 
MARCIE ов RACHEL GET HOME- 

IF THEY'RE NOT THERE 
ALREADY. TD se RUNNING 
MY BUTT оре HHSELE BUT 


Y 
I Жы 
а, 


CHAPTER TWELVE 


75 AN OLD 
AND TRITE 
QUESTION. 


BASIC AND 
UNIVERSAL 
CONUNDRUM. 


MORALLY, WE HANE. то 
ВЕЦЕМЕ WE MAKE 
OUR OWN CHOICES AND 
BEAR RESPONSIBILITY 


BUT HOW MANY 
Choices PO WE 
REALIN HAVE 
LAID OUT FOR 
US, AND HOW 
MANY Do WE 
REALLY WANT? 


WE'RE BOUND TO 
OUR WELL- WORN 

= PATHS GY HABIT; 
CUSTOM, COMFORT, 
INCLINATION, AND 


WELCOME TO 


DID You ENER HANE A 

FRIEND YOU'D DESCRIBE 

AS “WILLING To DO 

ING"? 
DIDN'T You ALSO 
DESCRIBE HIM-- 
MAYBE чеё--%5 
INSANES 


DID 409 GOAD 
HIM ON, WATCH 
HIM FANE KIM- 
SELF INTO ALL 
THOSE RIDICULOUS 
SCRAPES? 


_] чє омер LONGER 
BECAUSE OF YOR 


CALMING INFLUENCE f 


MOST OF US DEFINE. 
FREEDOM OF CHOICE 
INTERMS OF VARIETY. 
HOW MANY Moles: 
PLANING AT THE CORNER 
THEATER. How MANN ODD 
NEW ETHNIC RESTAUR- 
ANTS TDTRY HAVING 
ENOUGH MONEY To GET IN- 


WE DONT UKE реє - 
DESTINATION. WE LOVE 
IMAGINING WILDNESS. 
BUT WE ВЕЦЕЧЕ THAT 
ALLTHAT UES оре THE 
BEATEN PATH 15 DOOM. J 


PROBLEM 15, ENEN 

UNORTHODOX LINES 

GET INTO PATTERNS. 
РЕ 
ORDINARY То 
SOME BODY. 


о 


We 
ИД ' 


(ШІ 


SORRY, Buzz. Го 
БЕ u AT WENT WHERE 
т WANNA Go FAS” 

ENOUGH. 


ONE WAY оғ. 
ANOTHER IT'LL ALL 
BENER SOON. 

тм GOING 
ge WITH My 
HOME. FAMILY AT LAST. 
KNEW ГО BE SCARED 
то FACE THEM, Рот 
IT оғе. WANTED 
To SHOW THEM 


“ды, Ч; 757 = 


GOT TO GO BACK 
INTO МЧ OLD LIFE 


115 THE HARDEST 
“THING АМЧ600Ч CAN 
Do, AND \F T SLIP 
OP, THEYLL RUN 


ди. 
e АМЕ. 
AND MY р 
RUNNIN’ DANS 
Je, PRE NER. 
y Š 4 


и 
Я 


І SHOULD HAVE 
MORE. THAN THIS 
COPPERN TASTE 


= My KIDS DONT 
ro IN МЧ MOUTH. 


KNOW ME I DON'T 
THINK т CAN ТАКЕ 
T 
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GOTTA ВЕ. 
CALM AND Coot 
FOR WHEN MN 


DRAT! 


ANING SUCH LIKE / 
ГИ | | ена CORN STARCH: 
банера. | RESOORLEFOL MAN DOES ЖАН BABY! „ле 
SHIPS Те KILL WITH WHAT HE CAN FIND. Tere сеч 
me ne РР (Tour IN HE OVEN. 
5 -AF EMMAS UNPACKED 
| ||| | HER COOKIE. PANS. 
А | 
IODINEZ y 


MEDICINAL 
LODINES WAY Too DILUTED, 
PRECAPUTATING IT INTO 
CRYSTAL FORM 'D TAKE TOO 
LONG AND GINE ONLY A 
f № NOMINAL YIELD. Too ВАР. 


ЦЕЙ! DRIED BEANS IN A 


ска сносе A o] 
ж [РОМАН | Ри. 
ir ca A 
BAD Boy, AND А SOLENOID SWITCH w nl (T. CHLORINE- 
BETWEEN THE LIDS, AND ҶО GOT B 


ANICE UTTLE TIMING DENICE. 
FASY- Peasy, МАСА, NEEZY. 


PRETTY soon ты |Ж a 
NENER HAVE A NEED a 


TO DO THis AGAIN. = 


ONE WAY OR 
ANOTHER . 
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т WONDER хе THAT 
BRAT OF EMMAS HAS A 
BUTANE TORCH 2 ERECTOR SET, 
CHEMISTRY SET, BUNSEN BURNER ` 
SURE, THAT Ко COULD BANE |) Re cee 
А FAETH- CAL WITH A TRIPOD 
мр IN HIS ROOM. Е THEIR FACES. 
HID REAL боор Иржи 
TOO, NO DOUBT. ~ 2 
BUTANE. TORCH, TUS 0 WATER, 
TRASH BAG... LICHT THE TORCH 


PARANOID. TLL 
KNOW WHEN 
THEY COME IN. 


UNDERWATER, LET THE GAS BUBBLE 
UP INTO THE BAG, TIE (ТОРЕ WHEN 
176 FOUL. THEN ALL YA NEED 15 


AUGHTER. BOOM. 


ЖИН ser ат 
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АНА! NITRATE FERTIUZER! 
YA-HEY, THANK 104, GARDENERS 
WEEKLY SUPPLY! NOW WHERE ск 
ни Сент MAKE IT DOWN 


то THAT ENCLOSED GARAGE 
AND BACK BEFORE THOSE DAMN 
IRRESPONSIBLE. ORDERLIES 


тама COME DRAG ASSIN BACK? 


r |. 
> ЧЕ DEAR OLD > 
| DAD Does соме. > 
< BACK, YOUU BE 2 
5. READY." 


4. 


A 
(мем. ве PUNING ANOTHER Y > 
Г” SELECTION OF SONG FRAGMENTS RECENTLY ят 
REMEMBERED BY OUR DEMCATED С зе 
RESEARCHERS HERE AT THE PISTWATCH SHES Au RII 
INSTITUTE! THE WORLD of THE ANCLENTS т 
PESE E UP To THOSE. FEW WHOSE 


LER EN: 3 
G T 


welcome то 


ah 
„fast ttute 


0) once, 
қа, 


Sn се 
ME км |, 
Жаса ing A. 


Ч 62255 
HOUSE. AH GEEUENE. 
EET WAS MA MADAME 
‘00 SAID, есе да МАЧ, 

Д Quote: “еее AW HAF 


IF I TOOK A TOB HERE, 
FO GE GONE FROM КОМЕ, 
HOOKED UF To А DOZEN 
RECORDING DENICES, 
FOR TWO MONTHS 
ол OF ENERY 


REAUN, 
WHATS THE POINT g 
IN DOING THIS FOR 
MY HOUSE IF TILL 
HARO EVER BE 
UVING IN 17 


< Y 
"За ZM 

T WONT SEE МА 

OF THE KIDS... WASN'T 


THAT THE WHOLE 
PONT с 
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EET WOULD STEM. BE N 
YOUR ose, MADAME. YOUR, 
~ PROPERTY. A CONTRACT EES 
NOT FOR FORENER. 


710026 
ма MODOS 
NE AS Coon 


MADAME. ZEY PAY so 

меч. Ам ACE SO 

PRESTIGE’, 2665 
INSTITUTION: 


I READ IT INNA МАССА 
заЧЕЕВН, AH- HO... 


GEE BENNY AWA 5. 


下 TSS9SS9055s:， 


of only as Е 
only аза FLAKE, 
< nota CSCO Е 
SÎ Ме NEED more. 


WHAT IF TIM 
se МОГ REALLY 
“TAPPING INTO THE 
PAST? WART IF... 
WIS COMES FROM 
“Т DON'T KNOW. 


tomy because ЈЕ 
ares cor FRIEND — 


00 
a 
УМЕР SA 5 


та У 


A) ITS Just 
LIKE THE 


Ж 
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(Е мо оме, No още, NO оке, ұн 
NO ONE, NO ONE, MO 
ONE LIVES FOREVER! 
Y 
52 


WAT HERE, М155/ TLL 


GET THE DIRECTOR! 

шы das sues 
оң ki 5 ее 
M. AN 

A| FEN wen. 

у os `=) 

м a es ы 

р 
21 


WHO cares “е 
THERES NOWHERE 
‘SAFE To HIDE 

Nowhere To 


RON, № TIME 


cuz МО ONE, 
Мо оме, No 
F NE, No 


ung 


CAN'T ATTACK. A MAN 
BEFORE HE'S DONE ANN- 
THING, A MAN- EVEN A 

CRAZY MAN-- ISNT A 

RABID DOG. 


ENEN OUT IN WHAT 
PEOPLE SUPPOSE 15 WILD 
Ано UNLAWAIL COUNTRY, 

IT TAKES MORE THAN 
SUSPICIONS To JUSTIFY 
А ANNCHING- < 
А MANS GoT 
TO ВЕ GNEN A 
TO TURN 
HIMSELF AROUND. 


SURE, r ser 
BRIGHAM UP То CRACK. 
T PUT THE SCREWS TO 

THAT MAN AND T 0066ЕО 


"ем DOWN TIGHT. AN fo? 


WENT THE WEASEL. 
т HAD THIS CRAZY 
(DEA THAT WOULD 
SHOW HIM WHAT HE WAS, 
IN DANGER OF BECOMING. 


PUZZLE 15, WHICH YA 
USUALLY DON'T: 


HARDEST THING IN 


You Mas You 
KNOW TS ом, 
BUT YA DON'T 


AND TUL NENER KNOW 
ҳе ЦЕ REALLY WOULDA BEEN 
OKAY IF Т. HADN'T TURNED 
бе THE HEAT UNDER 

АМ. 


МЧ CHEST. DIDN'T CALL 
ANY Cops. NOT ENEN МЧ 
FRIENDS WO WERE 
cops. 
THAT WHAT ATE AT МЕ, 
E WAS My FAULT. 


ay Z тт 
0 Б 2 Са 4 
HARDLY MATTEO | А | ҰЙ мохом т ве GREAT 


МУ FAMILY'S HOUSE 
WITH А HOMEMADE BOME 


WHAT IF THEY 
DON'T COME 
HOME THIS 
TIME EITHERZ 


E) 


пре А 
UKE THIS ко = í А ANYWAY? 1 NER 
CEPTED THE LEITER. 
T HEARD Мол (|; NOBODY, Клм 
\ x МУ RELEASE FROM 
4 HES ON HIS WAY To ии | ) ` Рабм.. 
SCHOOL AND SOME DUDE А | я 
4 PN INSTEAD of THROWIN NOT JAEGER. 
BND 5 A Boras nO ) % IT AWAY, THE КО HES UNRELIABIE 
ко т (| SHIELDS THE CROWD BUT LOYAL. THAT 
~ юа HE со! WITH HIS OWN BODY. DOESN'T MAKE 
тке KD TO TAKE (T: À ра ame, 
САМ So 1 CANT + 
EXPECT НІМ 70. 


HES LOYAL. 


THAT KID 

HIS CHANCE p ml 

BE А МАМ Қ PRETTY WOMAN LIKE 

TEN AND WE EMMA, NUBILE YOUNG 

DIDNT BLOW tr: THING LIKE RACHEL OH 
HES Д FK IN THE 


CHICKEN YARD 


H 
4 NO DANGER 
P ANYBODY. _ 
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PERFECT SACRIFICE. 
HE SAVED Au THOSE 
PEOPLE AND DIDN'T 
GAIN ANMTHIN6 FROM 
IT BIT A HERO'S TOMB. 


JAEGER PROTECTED ME- 
L UST МЧ FREE-MAN 


5 BACK To 
JAIL FTGEET 


771 7 = — т 


YOU KNOW HE WAS PROBABLY 
ABAD KID. CRAPARADES. 
SASSED HIS PARENTS. DRUGS. 
МАЧВЕ. Сет DIRTY WITH ADS 
WEAKER THAN HIM ENEN. БЛ 
Who CARES? WHEN HE GOT 
HIS CHANCE, HE REDEEMED 


HIMSELF’ 
--т NE = Пт 
M ЛА -BELDUSE 
CARE-- OF HIME-- 2 


КИР Wt, 
Siro ay 


ay ru 


ini mM i 
|Д mars ALL с euer 
WANTED. A CHANCE 


ONLY T COULD BE 
THAT KID. 


То MAKE GOOD. (Е | 


T WOULONT CARE 
(E I HAD ТО DIE, tF 
ONLY THEY'D LONE 
ME. AND THINK 
WELL OF ME- 


Ше 


== USE 
|І. orME!T 


IF THEY DONT come 
HOME TONIGHT --т АЕ š 


WON'T 60 о 
RATINGS AND IE THIS 
р 


JS SOME KIND | | 


DESERVED 7 
уйше. 


i 


工 MEAN MAKE ‘EM GET 
AL BIG LIKE THAT: T 
HEARD "ЕМ CRACKLE LIKE You 
CRACKED YOUR KNUCKLES. 
WAY Do YA Do ‘EM 


1Т--175 A TRICK - CRM 

Я А TRICK т LEARNED --AT YOUR 
AGE -- TO -- REROUTE TEARS. 

T DON NOTICE WENT ро IT 
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тоо маске 15 маке NN | see, т сот MY FIRST LOOSE TOOTH. 
You соме BACK. Тм мот Po ` SS] |sE6€Z AND т DID A вие SPELL AND 
а WISHED ОМ ALL МЧ TEETH AND МЧ 
、| [SONES тоо. т KNEW THERE was A 
BIG CHANGE HAPPENIN AND T MADE 

SURE TD ве. IN ON IT: 
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LOOKS LIKE 
A TACK FORA 


AW JEEZ ко YOULL NEVER DON'T KNOW WHAT MAKES 
FIND IT IN ALL THIS HAT YOUR МАМА THINK DIRT 
THE HELLIS IT, СКА552? _ BELONGS (ASIDE A 

5 HOUSE BUT -- 


[n 


EMMA WILL 


Sur SHELL 
esi 


a 


BUT І GUESS its 
ALL GONNA соме BACE 
KON: DARN “HAT TOOTH! 
Au т WANTED WAS FOR 
SAEGER MONSTER TO 

STAY THIS TIME! 


CMON, BRATZ 
LETS HEAR Чои ҚҰЙ 
CAL ME "DADDY" У 
LIKE YoU NBER 

DID РАА 


SURE, tr 010. 
WT CAME BACK UKE 
You DD. SEE, WE 
THREW OUT mus VERY 


HOPE ALL THE GARBAGE 
DOESNT COME BACK 7007 
OOH... Т HOPE THE TALET 
STIL WORKS ... BOYS 
È WOONT (T BE 
GROSS IF THAT г 
AU САМЕ BACK! 


ШҮ 


CMON! ч 7 
LETS а РА: 
соме ОМ Фр, Y 
ИТПЕ БИТ, 


INTO THROWING 
OUT ALLTHIS OUP 

A GARBAGE SO 
ЕМЕ BODH COND 
HAVE MORE ROOM 


50- So THATE tour 1S, 15 (rz 
TM GARBAGE, тм SHIT, YOR 


| | OWN FATHER, эт THROW 


HIM AWAY! 


Y 
NEN u 
м. a 


ит д 


te 


u) 
a 


1 Г 


ІН = 


in м | 


MPERRERMMBBLLLEN, 


COSLONT EENEN 
BAT WT BACK АТ 
THE NUT WHO 


DIDNT үүн 
PURTY- Bo" 


N 
FUND HERE HAD 
No WAY A 

KNOWIN! IT 


wat UE HELL 


ро Чой THINK You'Re 
NG 


PERSONALLY 
£ WILL NOT BE 
DISARPOLNTED BY 


To BEEN stine 


Е ТИ ЕРУ THING WAS... BRIGS 
HE WAS JUST BURNED OUT, І THOUGHT Те, / WIFE, EMMA? SHE 
SOLDIERS DISEASE. COULDN'T SLEEP, И FE Z\\ WASN'T A MEDAWAR 
COULDN'T EAT, COOLON'T THINK. HE'D | 2 P 

. IT HAPPENS. IT CAN MAKE Я 

А MAN DANGEROUS, OR HELPLESS. OR 
BOTH, SOMETIMES. EVERYBODY'S 
GOT FAULT UNES. 

вот HEN, T THOUGHT HE WAS 
RIGHT WHERE HE NEEDED To BE. 
MEDAWARS PUT NUTS IN PRISON. MEDO 
WOMEN NEARLY INVENTED DOCTORIN, 
JUST TD FUT THEIR MEN BACK TO- 
GETHER. WHEN HE GOT OUT... WELL, 
HE SEEMED OKAY. MEDAWAR 
WOMEN. THEY KNOW HOWTO 
HANDLE SHELL SHOCK + 


ss | 
у 


You TALK IN YOUR 
SLEEP, AND т WAS 


он, JAEGER... 
TM FINE. JUST 


ШЇ 
\ | 
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МАТОВАММ, YOU CAN'T PUT 
UNE PLANTS iN A MENDED 
NASE; (TILL ONLY LEAK. 


Now LOOK, Чоо Ñ | ‘ALL TUE Rest oF THAT DAY, SHE WAS 
HORNY YOUNG THING, So BRIGHT AND CHEERFUL Г STARTED 
You HAVE GOT то CHECKING CABINETS FOR DRUGS." 


u 


> 
ZA 
د‎ 


371 


. AND HERE'S EMMA, WITH 
HER HEAD POKING UP THROUGH 
HERE'S BRIGHAM. HER LAST PORTHOLE INTO THE 
FRESH OUT OF A REAL WORLD, READY To SLAM 
PRISON THATS HALE ст SHUT AND DOG IT DOWN 
NUTHODSE, EAGER 16 THINGS GET TOO BAD: 
то GET BACK То 
PLAYING 
House. 


ORACLE TOLD ME 
THE LANGUAGE GOES 
BACKWARD AND FORWARD. 
“HORAGOROSI" FORWARDS 
MEANS “THE END OF THE 
A WORLD! BACKWARDS IT 
MEANS “HE 15 COMING 


І TESTED 


= 
d THEIR E 
Ъ FAULT LINES 


(2224 
UNDERAGE. BIT OF FLUFE 
WHO THINKS ТМ STING 


fi 


Р ) 
Ü | 
ON 
ТО» y 
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Чо/0 ве MAD... 
ACTUALY I 

DIDN'T THINK ABOUT 

(TAT ALL I Just“ 


OA! он, т DUNN 

FELT-TIP MARKER... Т WAS ALL 
TOMA SO Т WENT TO SCHOOL TODAY 
JUST TO FEEL NORMAL, AND SURE 
ENOUGH 1 WAS BORED ABSOLUTELY 
STIFF, BUT I WAS 5 р 
‘STILL NERVY, AND 

T KINDA JUST 

DOODLED (TIN. 

HISTORY CLASS 

AND (TS STUPID, 

ВЛ I FELT A 
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са t s 


YOU DONT-- ACTUALLY 


BELIEVE IN THS STUFF, DO 
You? І MEAN - OU DON'T | 


REALLY BELIEVE You CAN 
TELL THE FUTURE WITH А 
BUNCH OF PLASTIC DICEF 
1 KNOW PEOPLE CALL YOU 
А-А CAVE MAN OR A TREE 
HANGER OR WHATENER, BUT 
UM-- YORE THE MOST 
PRACTICAL, LOGICAL PERSON 


TAS IS-- 
SOME SORT OF 
FORTUNETELLING 
THING, ISNT 


T... WELL, T ALWAYS WANTED 
то BELIGIE IN AU- THS MYSTIC; 
STUFE, BOT WHEN T GET RIGHT 
DOWN TO IT, L JUST DON'T. 
IT SEEMS SILLY To BASE 
ANYTHING IMPORTANT ON 
ITSO. І MEAN, IS 6 
THIS SOMETHING YOU- 

FOLKS FROM OUTSIDE - “ DO 
то SEEM MYSTERIOUS TO VS, 
BECAUSE WE EXPECT V, се. 
0o Чоо REALLY... AND АМУ DO 
YOU... Ars. WHAT T WANT 
TO KNow 16, WHY DOES 

THS MEAN SOMETHING 


TAS ISN'T MAGIC- TUS 15 TUST A WAN 

OF GETTING AT ALL ANGLES. SOME PEOPLE 

MAKE USTS. SOME PEOPLE FUP COINS. 
T PROBABLY 
SHOULDA DONE 
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WERK. 
NOT FUP A 
COIN, он NO, HONEY, 
FOR ле т HAD, Г CAN 
ALMOST ASSORE You 
I WOULDN'T STILL 
BE HERE. 


\ 


THIS-- TALS 15 How You 

DECIDE [лот IF; 

You're GONNA КОМ 
OUT on us ? 


YoU WONT TALK ABOUT WHY Ў BABY, INSIGHTS. 
чоо DO THINGS. You DONT | DON'T соме FROM 


WANT TO ве. UNDER- POLLING THE 
р 


NEIGHBOR ооо. A 


UMBRAMANCY... THAT TAKES Hours, MANGE DANS, IN 
тең DARKNESS. FEBRIMANCY.. MEANS THESE MOMENTS 
OF CLARITY THAT COME WHEN Yoo HAVE А HIGH FENER... 4 


а EE 
M LENES 
ок FANCY CARDS 
OR CRAP UKE 
WS EITHER. 


THE FANCY WORDS 
DIENIY ем, GUT NO 
METHOD 15 FOOLPROOF... 


BUBLIOMANN ... THAT'S 


AUNE IN д BOOK, CHOSEN 
ат RANDOM. 


DACNoMANCM <| 


THATS WHAT THOSE 
LONN BLOOD PRIESTS 
SAY PSYCHO KILLERS ARE 

DOING... HOCHIOMANLN... 
THE THINGS YOU SEE IN A 
HEANN ӨС... CATOP TRO - 

Х MANCH... THATS MIRRORS... 

<< ONEAROMANCY, 


No, THEY DON'T: ALL ORACLES ARE 
MECHANISMS To MAKE MIRRORS 
THAT TALK BACK - 


ОН THATS G00D-- You, You 


{00 MADE Your DECISION | | GONNA SAY," rS our се MY Y УБИ. THERE 15 No 


GONNA Rote DICE TU 100 _ THE SECOND DADDY CAME НЫ А FATE, Boy; NO WHEEL 


GET THE ANSWER ЧО! WANT 


THROUGH THAT DOOR AND 4 сє FORTUNE, No SANTA 


INK THAT SINCE 00 FUCKED 2 
Мр мк OPTIONS THAN Cyc en CLAUS, NO TOOTH FAIRY! À 
Witt A COIN TOSS, THAT” още PASTUQE МАРЕ MUCH У 


MAKES г BEYOND 
CONTROLZ 


BULL SHIT Y 
| 
| 只 DONFHAPFEN， 
AND LUCK HAS 
NOTHING то DO 


RAE, ЧОО DONT 
ENEN REAUZE 
THE CIRCLES 


T---'M WANING THESE BAD DREAMS LIKE TIM FALUN’ 


КР How od т тєш. ETS 
ко ALL THE SHIT THAT HAD THE BAD PART є, ITS NOT JUST THAT I'M FALLING BUT THAT- 
BEEN вом ON? THAT MOST ~- IT GOES ON AND ОМ, AND WHILE IT'S TERRIFYING ITS AT THE 


OF т WAS PROBABLY SAME TIME BORING. Д 
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MY FAULT? 
AND т KNOW, 

I KNOW, THAT IM 
TUST GONNA GO ON 
FALLING ANO FALLING 
FORENER, AND NEVER 
HITANSTUING, BUT T 
CANT HELP BUT GO 
М, ON SCREAMING = 


MEN THERES THE WHOLE QUESTION 
OF BEING А SIN EATER, THE HABITS AND 
ETHICS OF THE PROFESSION. 


TISA 
PROFESSION, PRES: 
N'ONDERSTANO. THE. ан Mu Манеа 
í 一 ONLY ONE OPEN то People. 
=. А HALF-BREED UKE 
~ MYSELF, WITH NO кин 
SPONSORS AMONG 
MY MOTHER'S SIN-EATER'S LOWEST OF 
PEOPLE. THE (OW. UNTOUCHABLE, SCAPE- 


GOAT, WHO PURIFIES THE DYING So 
THEY CAN GO ONTO A BETTER 
PLACE. 


swvearee’s tow, eur aso. Ç 人 Г 


RENERED FOR HIS SACRIFICE- 
NOBODY MAKES THE IN-EATER 
CLEAN WHEN HE Dies. NoBoDY 
COULO EAT So MUCH GUILT. 


NO GIRL e 


WOULD MARRY pany 
ONE. Е 


GUT NOVO BE 
‘SHOCKED AT THE / 
NOHGERS lov 

ROLL же 


OY 


ASCIAN LAW 15 REAN ON THE 
N PUNSICAL STUFF. ENDURANCE PENALTIES, 
` FLOGGING, GAUNTLET, ALL THAT. BUT THEY 
CANT PUNISH SOME PEOPLE THAT- A-WAY; 
PREGNANT WOMEN, LITTLE KIDS, CRAZY 
PEOPLE. TABOOS. 50 SOMETIMES A SIN- 
EATER (5 CALLED UPON TO EAT 
ME SIN OF THE LIVING. 


COUNCIL CAME ASKING (F 
ANYBODY WOULO STAND IN FOR А 
=] MEMBER OF THE SHAKMAH FAMILY. I 
WASN'T GONNA ЗАЧ ANYTHING, ‘CAUSE 
1008. SHAKMAH-- HE WAS MY AGE ~- 
т WOULDNT PISS ON HIM IF HE 
WAS BURNING то DEATH. 


THEN THEY SAD ır 4 
WASN'T THE кар, вот HIS DAFT 
OLD GRANDAD, CONVICTED OF MAUCIOUS 

PROPERTY DAMAGE. MANS ODERIN 
GOD, WANDERING IN HIS WITS, AND 
AUNANS IN TROUBLE FOR SOME 
SHIT OR ANOTHER 


-->>з» 
-->>»; 


N 
942 24 


5000, І FELT BAD FOR THE 
OLD MAN, ane ai 3290 А Ne N 
THE COUNCIL, So Г SAID It Е E — А 
CONGUE ALL GOES, “You?" САБЕ I 7 <= E = 
WAS JUST А KID, AND THEY COUONT Е т 
SHOW MERCY TO А SIN-ERTER- BUT THEY DIDNT WANT TO ‹. 
| BEAT THE OLD MAN, AND NO 
x OTHER SIN-EATER COULD SPEAK = 
UP ONCE Т HAD. NOBODY EATS 7 
FoR THE SIN EATER. 


SO, THEY HUNG ME YP IN 
от 2 THE TOWN CIRCLE AND BEAT 

# „ = ME UKE А GONG WITH A 

( Ве, LONG LEATHER WHIP. 

l а 


2 
г 
г. 
2 
af 
й 


т HAVE THE 
WILLTD DIE. 


LET THIS BE NER, 
SANS THIS LITTLE NolCE, 
SOUNDING REMARKABLY 
UKE МЧ OWN; LET THIS 
ВЕ NER, OR LET 
ME DIE. 
BOREDOM AND PAIN 
CAN KILL Чо). ENDURANCE 15 
WHITTLED AWAY AS MUCH BY 
HELPLESSNESS AS BY TERROR- 
THAT'S WHAT MAKES THE HARE 
STUMBLE, THE DEER DROP HS 
CROWN, THE BEAR PINE AWAY 
FROM THE SPEAR POINT LODGED 
UNDER His RIE, LONG HEALED 
THOUGH (T MAN BE. THAT 
Мосе. SPEAKS IN ALL 
OF 95. 


THEN STARTED, T 
WAS COUNTING UP ALL THE T SAW STARS. /09 REALY 


_ | BROKEN BONES го EVER? HAD Do see stags t€ THEY HIT You 
AND WONDERING HOW BAD HARD ENOUGH. OPTIC NERNE FIRES 
THIS COULD REALLY ВЕ. OR SOMESUCH. T SAW COLORS ГО 
ER Ж 
THEN THAT ARST ONE МиГ. ес Е ок эни 
eu 1 TEONE- 
MEAND T FOUND OUT. TWAS NOBODY HOME- ON А 
READY TO CONFESS То ENERY Є. ON ABOUT mE 


SIN COMMITTED SINCE MANKIND 4 = ИЕ 
CAME OUT OF THE TREES- — (ито MY HEAD AND г FOUND ол 
WHAT EVERY ANIMAL RUNNING 
FOR (1 UFE KNOWS. 


LET THIS 
ве емрер, 
og LET 
ME DIE- 


THAT NIGHT, WHEN T 
COULD HEAR AGAIN, THE 
= DOC WHO'D DECIDED TO LOOK 
E SA AFTER ме STOOD UNHIDDEN 
СЕ НО Т ЦАО A As A FINDER, AMEMBER or 
SPONSOR МЕ TO HIS A SECRET SOUEN OF THE 
BROTHER FINDERS, To BEST HUNTERS, TRACKERS, 


ECELTANCE- Ë AND SCOUTS IN THE 
A TEACH ME то ве. ONE. NATO: 


BETTER D BE Es 
ONE OF THEM THAN 
т ве RNA. J 


OF COURSE, TD HANE ТО 
GO ON BEING A SIN-EATER; 
“THAT, THE MEDICINE TALKER 

SAID, WAS A UNIQUE TWIST 
THAT THE BROTHER HOOD 
OF FINDERS WOULD 
RESPECT: 


PANBACK, THATS 
How кг FELT. KEFT 
ME FROM KILLING 
Ичбеце, AS SIN- 
EATERS OFTEN 


1 DID TELL ALL THE. 
OTHER SIN-ERTERS ABOT W 
HIM, THOUGH. WE KEEP OUR. 
OWN COUNCILS , THOUGH FEW 
KNOW OR CARE. WHEN HE 
LIES DYING, HE'LL HANE A 
HELL OF ATIME GETTING 
А SIN- EATER - 


lg ОХ @ _ а 


SN > 175 ALSO WHY 1 DIDNT KILL 
г) LODR SHAKMAH, EVEN WHEN Т 
aim FOUND OUT \THAD BEEN ALL HIS 

N FAULT. THAT HE'D BEEN STIRRING 
UP SHUT AND BLAMING \T ON HIS 
OLD GRANDAD FoR YEARS. 


PREFRONTAL овегомч, 


HANS MEDICAL тесішіді5 (5 
OME LABELED BARBARISMS ARE 0! {% виси 
Nola SHUG очехтетор HERTS : 
UNDER MODERA SCRUTINY- сЕСОЯН 
TRERANING, АЦО BLOOD PACKING, Е! 
SINCE тие CAN NOW ве. geRFoRHE , 
WIN GREAT PRESSION, MAVE 
PROVEN NERY EFFECTINE I 


х) Mio SPERSTTON, 
ме MEDICINE oF 

THE ANCIENTS HAS 
MUA To DEFER. 


ттт 
ША! HURRY UP = 
MTN THAT HYPO! J | 


THERE IS No SUCH THING As А Ч Г СЕ 
"HARHLESS PSTRAUMATIe Stress | || | батылы 
MATACOROA | PATIENT WITH A HISTORY OF SELF- И Е man 


ЕО! 5 „Ме 
MEDAWAR | MUTILATION! You МЕКЕ CHARGED MERSIN À narve белее 


CHARITY то GUARD THIS MAN, NOT ONLY THEY MAY SEEM TD 
FROM HARM, BUT FROM DOING : i 
HARM! CONGRATULATIONS, GIRLIES, 
YOUVE GWEN US ALL A BLACK Eye. 

You БД HEARD THE LAST OF 


HOSPITAL 


Ts NECESSARY ANO 
DESIRABLE Tp DIVORCE Such 
MNG AS CLECTROCONNOLSINE 
вом тис. бшм 
МЕТА oF THE PNT, S0 
а Е 
ЩЕ. 


LANNE, I WOULD LIKE To MAKE А 
FORMAL APOLOGY TO YouR FAMILY 
FOR OUR NEGLIGENCE. THIS (S A 
TERRIBLE THING FOR THEM To HANE 
BEEN EXPOSED To, AND ITS 
ENTIRELY МЧ RESNSIBILUTY- 


IM SORRY, 
MARCIE... WE 
WOKE You 
ue- 


LTS OKAN... т CAN'T BA 
SLEEP... MN DREAMS JA 


THANK Yoo THANK Yoo 
TLL DO THE THANK-You 


“You MAY THINK. 
You KNOW WHATS 
GOING ON-- 


So. MAJOR 
TIGEETS OF ZE ENOLA 
GAN AS RETURN ТО Z€ 
BLAST CRATER AT 
UST, е2 


Too ВАР, YouR PLANS AND Do I KNOW , 

FOR YOUR CATS PAW, < har oo ве wantin’ < w. EENTERFERE wnes 
ZEY сом! то > ABOUT 7 =» VER col ек ENICES, 
NUSSING- ҒА Ы оғ ZE DOCTEUR! YOU 
о 3 4 Фу, EENSERT SOME TER BLE 

(ЭЛ y q PROGRAM OF Your OWN, 
i EENTO ‘ER MIND! 
I WAS zur < 
ouse; Г SEE ç 
Bl- ER- Y- SING! 
ANY MACHINE ZAT 
ES PWG EEN, #5 
PLUG EENTO 


45 
mili 


ALL HOLES FILLED, 
HUH? How NICE 


FORENER то OVSE 
бе INCORRIGIBLES/ 
ту WEU, E 4 
J Sk ET EES 
SOMEONE ELS 
'00 15 GO AWAY 
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THAT PROGRAM DID BS WELL! вест for ALL OF Loox, АТ yY 
EXACTLY WHAT I Д / US, ZAT Your EGO EES MARGE- USED TD BE, Ац ЧОО 
INTENDED 1т 80 Mucy MORE 646 ZAN HAD To Do was MENTION 


YOUR GRAIN, AN So You = THE OLD MAN, AND SHE'D 
START TO WEEZE. © SHE 
бот то THINKING ABOUT HIM, 
SHE'D GET SO SICK... WEEKS 

IN THE HOSPITAL WIM FLUID 
IN HER LUNGS... HAY 
BEYOND SIMPLE PSYCHO” 


SOMATIC ASTHMA - 


SHE STOOD RIGHT IN FRONT OF THE 
BASTARD HIMSELF. SPOKE TO HIM. WAS 
TOUCHED 8ч HIM, АКО WORSE- 
АКО (рок. 
2 & АТ HER- 


‘SHE'S 


І THINK YOU ARE PARADING Your BRILLIANCE FOR MY EDIFI- 
CATION BECAUSE WE'RE IN AN ORGANIC HOUSE Now, WHICH YOU 
CART GE FOLLY INTEGRATED INTO, AND So YOURE А NERY 

REDUCED LITTLE HOLOTOY. WHATS MORE, You 
ит HAVE MOMS EAR 


7 BEHANIOR WOULD BE AT ISSUE 
IF You TOLD МОМ ABOUT THIS, 
CONSIDERING You DIDNT TELL 
HER WHEN ст HAPPENED. /А 


You KNOW A LoT LESS 
THAN YOU LET ON- 
BE GRATEFUL FOR 
THE CRIMES T SEE 
THROW) 40. 


7 Па 


р 
(| SM 
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SURE HE WWD- 
К тА Й | He ENEN нар THAT 
HAONT < GOATY SMELL OF 
А CRAZINESS 
DONE S с SOMETIMES- 
> СМЕМ EMMA'S 
MENTAL STATE... 
HE WOULDN'T A 
HAD то DO 
MUCH. 


WHATENER 
нео DONE To 
HER IN THE 
PAST... EVEN 
ME SUGHTEST 


ADS SCREAMIN BRIG SCREAMIN) THIS PNE- 
POUND CAN OF NAILS AND LAUNDRY SOAP 
AND т SWEAR PEANUT BUTTER HIG МЕ 
SPANG IN THE HEAD, AND THE KIDS SHUT 
UP LIKE SOMEBODY'S UNPLUGGED "ЕМ, AND 
THERE'S JUST BRIG SNNELIN AND 

ТМ LAVIN THERE IN THE OPEN DOOR, 
USELESS АУ А TURO ON THE HIGHWAY, 
TRYIN MY DAMNEDEST то UNCROSS MY 
ENES, WHEN EMMA SAYS, CLEAR AS A 


AND T SWEAR 
To бор 工 Ttouktr 
SHE WAS DEAD. 


STAND YOU SHOW UF You 
NOU ALANS Sou! Ue wert 
CTS... BREAK INTO THE House 
ANO LEANE FIFTY Buces WORTH 
OF OUR FAVORITE FOOD... AND 
UTTE THINGS WE MIGHT'VE 
SAD "г WANT” OR “T Wish" к 
ABOUT MONTHS oR ENEN Ñ 
YEARS AGO ~ 
NERY TIME 


ONE OF US SAYS THE | 
| WORDS, I SEE You | 
AKING MENTAL 
Чоо MAKE 

NOTES: YOURSELF зо OSE TOL, | 
Чоо САМ DO ANYTHING... 

YOURE So HELPFUL AND 

ATTENTIVE ... You KNOW JUST 

WHAT To SAY AND HEAVEN | 
` W Ки YOURE DECORATIVE 


Sy вот you Ў 222 


STAY! JUST WHEN 
IRE 
AY. Really EEG то LIKE 


FORBID, То THINK OF You AS 
ONE of US, ENEN IF You 
ONLY SLEEP HERE THREE 
NIGHTS ол OF EVERY SENEN 
\ AND We NENER KNOW WHERE 

С 0 Чоо ARE OR WHAT Yodee 
DOING OR WHO WITH 
Ss вл JUSTAS we REALL / 
NS ae EN. N \ 1 
7 ou, WHOOP’ С“ у 
| SS OUT Ya cor 3 x \\ 


DOOR AIN'T 
Zoop! ЕК ма 


N 
N Z 
2 
- SMACK YoU IN THE 4) 
| BOTT ON YOUR 2, 
WAY OUT! 


ITS UKE... YOU CAN'T 
= Just HANG AROUND! 


N LY You corra ве DOING 
2, У SOMETHING, BUILDING SOMETHING, 
<) BRINGING US SOMETHING, DIGGING UP 
THE GARDENS IN SOME NEW AND 
BRILLIANT мач FOR MAMA! (TS МЕ 
~ ) THAN JUST NEEDIN6 SOMETHING 
= то ро! 


一 175 As IF -- 
== Y) Ж AS (Е ORONARY LIFE 5 So 7 
GORING, THAT WE MUST ве. BOREO \ 
Zz WITH You ie YOURE LINING LIKE AN И 
Ия, ORDINARY PERSON! LIKE You CAN'TSTANO Д мш | 
< Í I THE SLIGHTEST CHANCE OF WEARING | 
OUT YOUR WELCOME... AS If IF 
A EVERY MOMENTS NOT AS \ 
EXCITING AS А Моме, YOU THINK | 
Бау” WE'LL SAY, “Weu, WERE TIRED 
OF You Кош. COME BACK WHEN, 
\ Хосе INTERESTING AGAIN! 
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THAT WOULD 
ВЕ IT, yes. 


Жақ 
) 


HELLO, 
Love, 
FEELIN’ 

OKAY £ 


HOW'S THE EAR? 
y TORN: OUT EARRINGS 
4 ARE THE WORST. 


ГМ SORRY, THEY SAIO TD LEARN ТО 
CONTROL THEM, BOT ITS NATURAL FoR THEM 
TO BE ATTRACTED To WHATEVER 


WHY WHAT? THEYIRE FOR А NEW 
JOB --DON'T YELL AT Me~- THEY'RE JUST 
MULTISENSORY DATA UNES- 
‘SOPHISTICATED 
ONES, BUT-- 


YOU REALLY DONT TRUST ELECTRONICS, 
Do Nou? THESE -- THIS 15 NOMING- 
NOTHING To BE AFRAID oF, Т MEAN: 
THEYRE JUST SO THE INSTITUTE CAN 
-- FOUN TAP INTO MY MIND, 50 THEY 


CAN GET EXACTLY WHAT Z GET-- 


04, COME ON, You LUDDITE / | NOT PRIESTS, SHRIVERS./| | 00 DON'T TRUST Money, ELTHER- | TM ENGAGING IN THIS 
Your PRIESTS use CRANIAL J дур NOT юе MONEY, , | | 15152057 А50сіетү ох KINO oF DEPENDENCE 
22 ° Е 

TACKS! r SAW IT ON TV NEUER FOR Money.’ > i IN q Da ЧЕ 
INDEFENDENCE- 

THATS HOW (т. 

WORKS. DON'T 

You SEE 


Чоо DONT, LISTEAL, 1T ISN'T JUST EMMA DON'T DO THiS! 175 АТААР, 
ЧАН THEY TELL You You CANT EACK 


STATUS JOB, NOTHING'S OUT AND You САМ! DONT LET 


THEM THREATEN YoU WITH 
WHAT You MIGHT LOSE- 
ALL THS ~ MISCELLANEOUS 
SHIT 1115 HOUSE -- 
EVERYTHING! ITS 


WHATS YOURS 5 чое 
PRECI00S MIND HATS 
IN HERE [ДЕ RECORD 
OF Yook LIFE? 
DON'T SELL 


. LOOK-- CRAZY PEOPLE DON'T 
a Я BEN, OFTEN GET OFFERED STETE-OF- 
о |. ФА 
ENTER EI OR CHILD CARE ОК, А 
NUMBER се OTHER. 
RESCUE ROPES, NOT ONLY 
FREE, ВЛ OFFERED UP 
ON ANELVET PILLOW. 4 


То -FEEL 
A LOT BETTER-- 
ENTRUSTING МЕ 
KIDS To А МАМА, 

THAT 15-- 


y 


TALK ABOUT 
Чоу WET 


МА. 
ДРК ы £ поченг 5860 


CRACK, BE IRREPARABLY 
ЕР 
Ñ MAN, LET ALONE (J 

BY PUTTING HIM We мг сто HER- 
UNDER ENORMOUS ЧЕТ CAN'T HAVE 
STRESS. oF COURSE. You, BLAH BLAH 

HE сваскер; T ВАН..." 

ды. ORACLES 


орг V Dont UE, вот 
МАЧВЕ... HE KNOW? THEN SAY WHAT 
COYLINE HEALED. Зоте THER ОН 
HES A LIAR BUT 
МАЧВЕ HE WASN'T 
A SLOBBERING 
езчеңо TILL г 
САМЕ. ALONG. 


iTS QUITE POSSIBLE THAT Г. SAED IN FINDER еч 
LE цец. мо DAMNATION E МАМЕ. 
JERYBODY'S SHIT Ul о e IN EATER, 
МЧ WIFE AND І-- WE SPUT THE me. 
BLANKETS NOT SUX MONTHS 
BEFORE r WENT BACK TO 
ANNARD. MANGE I HAD 
А HOLE IN МЧ UFE THE 
SIZE OF A WIFE 
AND кос. 


LF T FINO THAT 
ITS ALL WEIGHING 
ON THEM SULL-- 
TROUBUNG THER 
SUEE8-- ги ТЕШ. 
THEM ALL OF THIS- 
ALL r. 


I VOW То EAT 
THIS SIN- MAKE А 
бег то THEM се MY 
INCOMPETENCE- 


EMMA'S THE SORT 
TO CONFER ABSOLUTION 
ON ANY CONFESSION. 


T CAN ONLY PRAY 
FOR THE WORDS THAT | 
WILL FREE THEM То 

CONDEMN МЕ. 


WELL-INTHE PAST, TNE THOUGHT You A 
BORDERLINE PERSONALITY, AS HANING 

DEFINITE PARANOIA TENDENCIES. YOUR 
ANIERSION TO BEING SEEN. YOUR IDEA THAT 
You CANT BE SEEN 


Т BELIENE 
NOUVE CROSSED 
OVER ENTIREN INTO 
DELOSIONS OF GRAN- 


NT 
AR С 
©) A 
pu Y DEOR; You'Re DEFINITELY 
А SEMIDETACHED BPS 
WITH SCHIZOID TENDENCIES, 
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7 ХЫ; 


0 


ONE THS LENGTH, 
TU во BACK. 


KING OF THE CAT$ 


GROUPED VERY 
TIGHT. MOVING PRETTY 
FAST. WHAT ARE You 

HIDING, BONS? 


"LOOK AT THOSE TWO BAD OU Boys. "SHIT. THERE 
THEN'D CON@UER MOUNTAINS GIVEN 
HALE A CHANCE." 


RISUS LITTLE 
RUNAWAY, FouR 
MONTHS TOO 
LATE. 


ат д, 
SISTER? BEING 


RUNNING So 
WILD AND FREE? 
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THERE, BUT 
FOR OUR FATHERS’ 
BLESSING, GO 


SSA 


5 


И Т 
ӨТІ ¡NN № i 


CHAPTER ONE 


Z 


‘Vy 


0 


aon Š 


А ма 


N 
- „20, HER 
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BEAUTIFUL ОЛ HERE... So WELL KEPT! 
COURSE, vr WOULD ВЕ .. CONLONT ВЕ 
ANY TROUBLE. ONCE WE PASSED THE 

OUTER MARKERS. 

THEY LOOK (UT FOR 

YOU WHEN You'Re 

ON THE PILGRIMAGE 

TRAIL, HDS. 


SORRY-- TM JUST REMEMBERING МУ 
ТЕР OUT HERE AS А Gov... SUCH A 
WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE ... SO GOOD 


IM SO GLAD OUR NUMBER CAME UP 
NOW, WHEN МЧ YOUNGEST ıs OLD ENOUGH 
To ARPRECIATE IT. THE KIDS MAY ONLY 
SEE THIS PLACE ONCE IN THEIR LINES: 
100 ВАО To SPEND IT AS 


NO, MORE LIKE THATS RIGHT, BABY. 
А LOTTERY. So DD NERY BODY ON ó 
ME TUS ISAT ONE 
OF THOSE NEIRD 
ЕЦ GIONS 
WHERE 


N 
AN 


On, KIDS/DID YOu SEE HIM, EE E БИ OKAY, BG SMILES 
DIO You SEE MUNKY? THAT MEANS Ë FOR MOMMY кош), 
WE'RE THERE! JUST AROUND Ë TM AMING ~ 


THE NEXT CURNE IS THE G 
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TUE WAY ЧОО 

AND ENERNEODY ELSE 

“TALKED ABOUT IT ALL 
THE WAY неке, 2 


WON ат 
1N MY DAY, 
BUT THIS -- 


- HE IS EFFECTIVELY A 


"MUNKS S => 
SHORT FOR, И -as 8904 HERE GEING MORE. SENSORY NORMI 
NA NERVES LOCALIZED THE HANDS, ) | | Pen су met > 
само We TENDON PAD To `T 
а ы BY THE BRAN. 
ex 
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DONN IN SAN-MARRON THEY 


wears & 


THAT 
THING? 


IKON STEREOREAUST 

PHOTO INTERFACE. NEXT 

BEST TUNG To BEING 
WERE- 4 


р к a 
Na, di (и 
Mn 


MA 70А: 


SEE, к(052 You NEVER 
KNOW WHAT YOU 


7 ПИТ 9м LITO J, ET 
ЖІ, В беш Т Же E У ее one 
Z os: ; 3 о, м 
WARE Z Al 
У us, ON š Ë | 
lo НИКО O š — 4 | 
( Ж š $ А 
š а В 5% 
; š Beh 4 с 
ВИ = == N 
у oot. 


ТЫ 


ENT NANT OUTSIDE, 
CEFN’ SHANTYTOWN - 


Now, Чоо UN TODAYS WINNING NUMBERS! 
STAY OUT HERE, GET меер ИИ 
* '@% OUT, 


|| 


/ | | 


| | 
МИ 4 


NOW MEBBEE Чоо со GIT 

А JOE ONEE INSIDE, WAT 

Fo! А BUS WHAT (5 HEADED 

YOUR WAY. Чоо CO бет HIRED, 
MEBBEE, \€ THEY LIKE 
YOUR. LOOKS. 


NUMBERS Since 1 
ФО ws A GIRL! 


ek 
AR 
АДА 


YOUR NOMBERS | NEAR, АКО MY 

Look BETTER | 60015 Look BIGGER 
THAN MINE. THAN YOUR ASS, 

Я 25° ON. Too, PAL. Ж, 
THANKS, = a 2 
GREAT- = 

GRANDAD. 

«АКО || | | 4 
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ai Ші {ШҮ 


— 


7 1S TAS NOTA 
REASONABLE 
RESPONSE? Yoo STATED 

YOR CONDITION; 


т MET т. 


$0, т Sueecse IF Т SAID YOU 


HAD ТОО MANY FINGERS, 4000 


аА our NER 
ІШІ 


| 


кеч, 


e ы 
ІҢ” 


| 
|| 
| 


ІШ) 
/ 


Z 


5 FOR COUNTERFENTIN 


( 


LOOK, COUSIN, THAT "\F-ALL- 
YoUR- FRIENDS -JUMPED- OFF - 
A- CUFF" LOGIC DIDNT WORF 


If то мм GETTING uren] 
ІШІ ON, AND TLL DECIDE 


es WORTH 
т. 


AR 


| 1 


MISTER INDEPENDENCE. 
UPDATE 2-|- 64. 


STATS FOR MALE EMPLOYEES. 


№ NisiBLE TATTOOS, 
OR BON MARKS” 


= a oes ЧТР 

иа (ССП | 

EXTREMITIES 2 TR REZ. ДІ, suwsep то Do 
цо =" 2 | WITH THIS one? 


“Ho NISIBLE 


SHAVING, COSTUMING, CLEANUP-- No, THEY'RE Too 
ВЕКИ WE APNE To Do To PROCESS 
YOU INT USABLE. MATERIAL, THAT ALL 
costs YOU MONEY? BEFORE You even 
GET YouR FIRST PAYCHECK IT 
водо ВЕ GONE! 


LISTEN, FIRST TIMER, TIM с ü ENEN IN т MONT NOTICE 
DOING You A FAVOR. SHOWERS, A Мое, мог. THE ENES BEFORE 


4 BERYTHING INSIDE THIS 
CITY © CAREFULLY ORCHESTRATED, 


DESIGNED, AND ARRANGED --LIFE А 
МОШЕ. ENERYTRING HAS то FIT; so 
THAT EACH GUESTS EXPERIENCE 15 
Just WHAT WE WANT \T ro БЕ. 
You -- DON'T- FIT 
WE HANE мо ROLE 


CAN ENER AFFORD 
THAT KIND OF 
REPLACE MENT 

SURGERY 


ie 


р NY MAS 


IF THIS WAS 


WR тие CARNS- DOME 
Pr LES ANGES, 


16 TAS WAS THE > 
HOLY CITY OF 
HAURVATAT, TO 
ХРЕСТ THAT THE 
GUARDS WOULD 
CUT OUT THEIR 
OWN EYES To 
ATONE FoR THE 
BREACHING OF 
WE WALL- 


S 

worse HAN Fe 
THAT; TO 
CONSIDER 

THEMSELNES 

DAMNED FOR 

LETTING ANN- 
SON SUP 
By THEM. 


zu ай 


11114 ' 
| РИ 
TI NT 


; à 
A ALL CITIES WEAR SKIRTS меде... ИИҮҮ ще \ 
OF SLUMS AND 5969625, SS NON DTO) 


Ма 


ФА RIBBONS OF CLEAN WATER, 
МА AND рили. GREEN HIELOS 

253% AND BATTLE FIELDS, SCRAP 
HEAPS AND LAZARETTES 

FOR THE HOPELESSLY ILL. 


WATER, FOOD, Ае, LIGHT, 
GEWGAWS-- EVERYTHING 
| ANYBODY WANTS OR NEEDS 


| de ==] nas To Go IN SoMeuouy- 
| та: DOORS, WINDOWS, VENTS, 


PIPES, ACCESS TUNNELS, 


sa 
ЕЙ 


AND PEOPLE. PEOPLE Wito OR wove Lost 
WANT SOMETHING ARE Doors. SOMETHING . ТТА 


МАМ. | 了 SUSPENSION 5 = 


Г тике оғ 
ШІП BAN semen. 


SHANTYTOWN STS IN 

= А GULLY, HUDDLED UP 
Bl AGAINST THAT GREASY 

CONCRETE WALL" 


1, 


一 
\ 
` 


WEST, SOME 
MINOR 
PREDATOR 
© JOMPING 
ROSE 


кө И 
Ако CURSING 
HIS LUCK- 


BEYOND HIM, A SMALL 
HERO OF ANGU RICK UP 
THEIR AMBLING PACE A 
BIT, A WANE BREAKING 
IN FRONT OF A BIG 
PREDATOR. A LAESKE, 
MAYBE, OR EIPELTUS. 


„ BUT THERE 15 SOMETHING BIG р | 
ГА oor HERE BESIDES SHANTYTOWN; ` 


E ME ANIMALS RME А вг В 
TO NOD ME, WHATENER'S 
| AROUND THE PERMETER TO 


t MAKE RIPPLES 
(м THE WOOD5 
Like A PADDLE 


А HUNDRED 
SMALL SCOFFLES 
AND CRACKLES 
TELOFTHE В 


Wy 


CLOSER To ME A FLOCK OF 
GROUND- RUNNING HAWES 
VEERS NORTH- NORTHWEST, 
SENDING INNUMERABLE 
SMALLER CREATURES 
DINING FOR CONER- 


THER SQUAWKS AND 

COMPLAINTS TRAVEL 
Y OUT FROM THe POINT 
Й OF OISTURBANCE, 


TE SOUGHING WIND IN 
canes ALL [WR 


ANIMA CAMP 15 
USUALLY А PLEASANT 
| | BUSTLE оғ ATUTY; 
{| WOMEN COOKING, 


KIDS, PRACTICING 


MUSIC, TALKING Сан 
AND LAUGHING IN И 
\ 1 y (| 1 или 
в \ || | 
| | 
м AS бром LET THEM BOOT МЕ оре THEIR 
HAN START SOLING AWAY AND 


VELJETY VOCES 
WITH HANDS ALWAYS 
BUSY. | 
TROUBLE MAKES PEOPLE TLATCHY, TO JUST 
LAND 
GET RNCTURED FOR ‘SHOWING THEM 


HERE, THERE'S ONLY THE 
SMELL OF INCENSE AND A 
SPMNOLENT HUM UKE A = MU BACK- 
ВЕЕАМЕ. EVERY LEAFS + h 
ADN. има (Т: - we S = ~ 2 
— SSS = = (7 | Mee 
/ | 
> Ж A 
Ха 
— 
ж 
(Qar К 
э; КУ? 
N ME у 


т Decide TO BE MANNERLY AND LET THEM FIND ME. 


ІШІ 
y 


IF TS ALL THE SAME To You Ñ 
WHETHER т Go AWAN THROUGH 
THE WOODS OR THROUGH THAT 
DOOR, TD LIKE A CHANCE 


MY PROBLEM WILL ВЕ SATISFYING MY 
CURIOSITY BEFORE THEY SAIL ME OFF 
THE BACK STEPS LIKE LAST NIGHTS 
CHICKEN NECKS. BEUENE МЕ, 
SISTER, GETTING 
OUT 15 JUSTA 
MATTER OF 
Жы TIMING. 


115 А BAD TIME ТО BE ACTUALLY, T WASN'T 
ASKING PERMISSION LOOKING то GO 
HONTING- т was 
а 
WAY КОМ: коне 


1 CAN GET “EASILY IN BUT NOT 
THROUGH EASILY OUT,’ SAYS THE. 
tT. WE LOBSTER CAUGHT IN 
ALLCAN- THE LOBSTER POT." 


| 


COME AND TALK TO 


THE DOWAGERS- $ = 
кл 
= RN | 


Im 
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UP ANYWIHERE So IF E DON'T WANT TD ANYTIME TM IN A 
STAND Our, Г CANT SMOKE. CLOSED- UP PLACE FULL 
са OF PEOPLE, МЧ NOSE 


т DON'T SEE ONE OTHER PERSON UT zz EM 


A THOUGH, THEY'RE BOUND 
TO LOOK AT A UT UG UKE 
UT WAS А GOOSE TURD oN 

А WEDDING GOWN... 


I кее? WAITING FOR THAT HAND ON HN SHOULDER. BET I еер. UKE А KD PLANING 
ME COPS IN HERE JUST LOVE To CRACK А GOY IN HIS HIDE-AND-SEEK, THINKING THAT 
SINCE 2 CANT SEE ANYBODY 
THEN MUST Be NOBODY 
CAN see ME. 


THINKIN! ALL т 
HANE To DO 15 
Not 


AND THAT 
MAKES ME 
INVIS( BLE... 


THAT WAY AND BEAR LEFT PAST 
THE OFFICES OF FLARNE, FLARNE, 
FLARNE, ААЦ, AND FLARNE боё) 
AND You CAN'T MISS IT- 


ду 


PERFORMING WITH THE 
REST of YouR CROWD 
N TWENTY MINUTES = 


SO T COME Au. THIS WAY, THROUGH ALL THIS STUFF LIKE т AIN'T SEEN SINCE THE LAST TIME Г 
MBENT WEED о 


SMOKED LA! 


ON тор OF A QUART OF “OLD ONERCOAT"' AND WHERE DO L END up? 


IN SPITE OF THE РАСТ | 
THAT THESE ARENT THE 
PEOPLE т GREW UP WITH. 


IN SPITE OF THE 
UGLY UTTLE THUNK 
IN МЧ CHEST. 


NOTHING 
SADDER THAN 
A SMOKE ROLE 

ITH No 

SMOKE. 


WERE SOSED 
TO SIT DOWN WITH 
KING KOKUTSOLADO-- 
HES ONE OF He 
NMIMA KINGS-FOR 


2227 mwN- NSS 
A SENEN DRM смее 


HOH! YEAH, we 
CAME HERE TO 
PLASTIC “TOWN CAUSE 
TUS Wis THE ONLY 
NEUTRAL TURE 
ANMBODY COULO 
AGREE ON. 


А BIG PALANER. 
смее 
COWARD 
ка YEAH AND THATS = 
Е GOT To ве. SOME KINDA Чоо САМ 


HUNT WITH 06 


MIRACLE cause Those | е чо) OAN rege 


CATS DON'T HONE ANY 


5 WITH 0S," 
SERIOUS DONS WITH ve Чели COWARD'S 
ANYBODY. IN яке. “UE BEST PEACE 
CAEE NE BIER НЕР. N 
| SO WERE GONNA sr N 
~ | DOWN AND SEE N ( 
WHAT HAPPENS- AS А 
ыы | = \ 
ж геке IN та 
7 OUR TIME, MAYBE. 2, 
<= 74 HARO то PETRE, - © 
RUAS 
| <> kasa AN Хе! 
Y 
) : = >) СА NAS 
: 7 
5 fi 4-2 ИМ 
Ы = У Vo” шы 
Т Got Some 
BAD NEWS FoF YoU CAN TELL CHIEF 
YoU, THEN. COWARD THERE ISN'T 


| 


(SH 


O 


Pfizer 


с, 
> 


GONNA BE ANY 
PALANER- 
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CHAPTER TWO 


SZ ју on 
йй ПОЈ 


PI a С ет ч š 


e д^ А. الم‎ [| ЧИ S 
У INA TEN ОРО Әу ) 


YA 


4 (| › 
К ШІ: >” 4 

THE HELL You 
OPPORTUNITY FOR WHAT“ 


To GET some ANSWERS! OLD KING 
KOKUTSOLADO 15 DEAD, RIGHT? WEI 
JUST HAVE А NEW CHIEF, SNAP-SNAPFO, 

WEVERS NEXT IN LINE- 

WHOS NEXT IN име ıe ALL 
THE ANIMA ARE WOMEN? 


MANGE THE KINGS A WOMAN 
TOO. You KNOW THAT TRIBE UF THE 
TSONG RUER SOMEWHERE, HEY GOT 

А WOMAN СМЕР. 4 


NAW, NAW. THEY GOT 
ТО HANE A REAL CHIEF- 


of WHERE. Do THEN Ger KIDS | 
y FROM, OMERWISE? 
г”) = ч 

/ у wu 
THE QUESTION 15, WHAT Do 
| Mey Do љути THE KIDS 7 

сары ік POTTA 

E 


THe BOYS! MEN ВАЗЕ UP THe 
GIRL CHILDREN; THEY Become THOSE 
AMAZONS We ALL KNOW So WELL. WHAT 
ABOUT THEIR 50467 ONLY ONE KING -- 
WHAT HAPPENS TO ALL THE REST? 


т DUNNO, BOT MY PONT IS, WHERE ARE THEY 
NOW? THINGS ARE BOUND TO BE ALL SHOOK UP 
WITH THE OLD 604 DEAD; ANYTHING COULD HARPEN. 
LOADS OF OPPORTUNITY FOR THE LIKES оғ (É, THOSE 
WOMEN MUST KEE? A PRETTY TIGHT GRIP ON ем. 
THEY CAN'T LIKE LINING THAT WAY. 


YEAH! Sol we во пир our 
IF THERE /S А YOUNG GoY/ MAYBE We. 
STEAL IM oR SOMETHING, UKE, GINE 
IM A TASTE OF FREEDOM --GET ІН 
ON 006 SIDE! THAT WAS WHAT WE 
WANTED WITH THE ALD Guy, 
WASN'T. 
ONE THING'S Sure. 
OLD KING KOKUTSOLADO 
WAS SOME HARDASS. 


His WIVES Аве UARORSSES: 
МАЧВЕ HE WAS А RUSHONER AND 
THEY ВЕЋИМ RAN ENERYTHING. 


WE GET HIM ON OUR SIDE/ 

WE Go GET чм, сет HIM 

OST FROM UNDER, Hes 
SOUND To ВЕ 50-- 


RIGHT. Hows You GONNA GET 
B THOSE. ATTACK BEASTS of THEIRS Z 
THOSE THINGS бет TEETH AND TEMPERS. 


TRIGE ANO WHOENER 
ADOPTED ME SINCE 1м 
SOLLEARLN A HALF-BREED 
DON'T MATTER, BECAUSE 
МЧ CHIEF MADE ME A 
Sw EXTER. 


GOOD! Goo, WE NEED А SIN-eKTER/ S Pieu, Youre come то 

WE CAME UP HERE TO TALK POLITICS, ARRANGED, | HANE A HEARTH ANYWAY. BOT 

DION'T EXPECT To BE DEALING WITH g To; CAN'T RECENE A FORMAL А 
MONEY. | 


GATHERING WITH No PLACE 
OLD on я 


HE SANDPIT FOR 
= TOMORROWS snow? 
You GET IT Done? 


TA 


ЗАБНЕРОРНА -TRAVEL LAFE"- HOSATALITY TO A GUEST 


IN THIS WOMANS FACE, 
工 SEE А WHOLE UFE 


LAID OUT BEFORE МЕ. 
THIS 5 ALL Tp BIER 
GET OUT OF HER. SHE'S 
Y SOOTHE HER 


MESE ARE МЧ PEOPLE. 
OF THAT г MANE Мо DOUBT- 


M № 


BUT WHEN ТМ WITH THEM 
т FEEL MY LIFE GETTING 
SMALLER. \ 


UTN Реобце Look К 
ON TENT NOMADS AS WILO 7%, 
AND UNCIVILIZED, BUT THEY'RE 
REALLY AS BOUNDED ABIT BY 
RULES AND ETIQUETTE AS 
UN-BRED ROYALTY. 


BLAME НЕК. h 


NDING GIRL UKE THis, 2 

NEWLY ESTABLISHED INA HOUSE! С 
OF HER OWN; HER WHOLE FUTURE DEPENDS 
ON WHO SHE RECENES, HERE, WHO SHE 
ATTROCTS TO HER HEARTH. 


І CAN LEANE ANYTIME. 


AND WHEN 1 COME BACK, 

THIS SAME LIFE Wik STILL 

BE WAITING FOR МЕ. ОҢ, Not 

THIS SAME GIRU SHES нат 
REALLY MY WIFE. 


le £ ENER SEE 
HER AGAIN, SHELL BE 
ATOTAUY DIFFERENT 


15 GOT To Come 
OFF. т DON'T KNOW HOW 
TM EXPECTED То MAKE. 
YOU PRESENTABLE 
9 MORNING. 


4 HOOOH! ты. 
BE HEARN тт свом 


ish 
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Ж Ж 
7 Ш Р 


г Don't BLAME 2 


HER. г WOULDN'T 
че ZŠ WANE THAT HAIRY 
PS APE IN MY TENT: б < 
| 
CA. ee \ | 
КА ` | 
Y К IN. < | 
РА 2 2 HEY, МАЧВЕ я # Mi 
Š р \ не IS PART ARE. тов To 00. 2 y 
“ < рани JOB то DO. Б а 5 |. 
À SIMI THINGS ? TE To Оо. | 
作曲 个 人 人 和 Ele |. | 
== < За)! 
| 
то = see 
чє EYES? INE 
NEUER SEEN 
SUCH EJES. Š 
v 
№ Z=. 2 
ду] LENORE Ац. сг ы; 
744 mus. You сат КУ Ç wp < 
AJB оро. FSS 3 
N N № N Е 
р) Ss SSS 


Wa. ез SL 
ат SILL AND ве QUIET, SUN N > 
KDS, AND ТЫ. TELL You ABOUT 


“UE Fnpk-FELEN. THATS A NASTY У AN 
Д Ыы Ñ MN 
y 


ү NANA 


В SARIT THAT LINES IN THE ў 
MARSHES. IT Looks LIKE AMAN, | 
BUT IT HAS GOLDEN ENES UKE A 
HAWK, AND LE You LOOK Into (TS 
N ENES, IT CAN GET INSIDE You 
AND MAKE You TERRIBLE 
ША SICK. 


N 
Plá 


й 
THE QUEENS oF A 
DEAD KING if 


E А KOKUTSOLADO 


GAVE You A DB- И, 
AA 


7 
1 | А SS 
е Y = 
Я И 
2 ҒИ, f Y бее ON HER wl 
- a ии Ж 5 = а ИЕ, 
rio Ml 7 N = Ж 
E урына 22255192229 IN И / 4 
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THEY 
Uke THE ANONYMITY 
CROWD: 


LA 100 NEVER KNOW WHC 
BODY You'Re BUMPING INTO 
OR WHO MIGUT BE TOKHING 
YOU OR LOOKING AT ход. 1 |, 
GUESS TATS ANONYMITY. 2 
Y 


ту 


\ (ts BAD, Т START 
IMAGINING THEIR CASUAL 
GLANCES AS HOT 5075. 
MOVING OVER ME UKE 

USER SIGHTS. 


MOST OF THESE PEOPLE 
ARE FROM FORMAL CLANS, 
WHICH BY DINT OF 
INBREEDING AND AESTHETICS 
ALL шок AUKE- 


СЕ, IN CROWDS, THAT REMAINS CONSTANT: 


50 SUDE ON OVER, 
SIDENINDERS) 


Ч СОКНА HANE То WORK |” 
HARDER THAN THAT то сет 
MY FINGER PRINTS. 


ZAJ 
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MORE FOOLS WE, To THINK 
MESE SKIN MONKEYS THEY OFFERED US ес 
Don ga e че [ AS VISITING DIGNITARIES! 


mn. уе ы Є 
= J ХЕ 
= 


\ ~ 
DAT ZN ( 
KE | AZNAR |, 
/ 24,576 ANS 
VA 
im, N 
> АР Z Ў 


INDEED, WE CAN ғыр 
SOME OTHER PLACE “ос. 
“We KING To SIT DOWN 


438 


£ SAN NE MUST 
WOT Go, UNTIL WE алыр 
ERASE THs 


HAVE BEEN GEN 
SANSFACTION- Мет» 
‚\ кош 


WILL нат BE ATTENDING 
чохе FATHER THE KING'S 
FUNERAL? 


THE ZOMBIES DON'T GET 
UPSET. You MIGHT 
(оор JUST BULL 


THEY WEPT NO OLY 
ANIMAL'S TEARS. 
THEY MOURNED INA 
GREAT WICKERWORK 
OF HARD MUSCLE 
AND RAGGED BREATH. 
TE HOT SMELL OF 
THEIR COMB; THEIR 
BLACK цев PULLED. 
BACK WER IVORY 
TEETH, STIPE SPRAYS 
OF WHITE WHISKERS; 
THEIR HEAW HAIR 
PLATED WITH SILVER 
AND FAIENCE. 
THEIR THICK HIDES 
SANERED AS CATTLE 
WILL SHINER AWAY 


DSSS 


> 


WHAT, THERE 
ANT ANY РАМЕ 


БА PIN то E 
HE DISPLAY. IT I: 
PRETTY STUFF. 
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OVER THIS, 
THEYRE READY 


\ ф, 8 
ЮР, ty 


A ZS 
un 
Л) 


WHOOP- DE- DOO. 
HOME CRAP HOME. 


(Є T SKUPRED oor, 
(ГО MAKE THEM HARRY. 
WELL, WHAT CAN You 


эл (т ANT GON! 
= = BE THAT Why. THEY 
| WON'T BE ASSEMBLED, 


- WAITING PR МЕ, 
“FORMAL MEETINS И SHAKING THEIR HEADS 
ALL ARRANGED; % OVER MY DISRESLECT- 


SEVEN (lees 
GONNA HONOR 


lh 
$ L IST 
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JUSTA HOLE FOR 
TRE WORLD'S 
SHIT TO POUR INTO. 


| fe | 4 | 


ЧУ] [тозе cars BRONGHT some SORT OF 
TREASURE TRONE HERE. NOBODYS u 
т сего ON POSTERS. 
KEPT THEIR саме “ae салар СА: eer 4 
NS AND MEN 


Nm 


27 


MEN RE NOT VERY SMART: 
HENE NOT VERY STRONG. 
THEN DONT CARE ABOOT AVV- 
TUNG = CARE ABour 


мере Hose вс гомо Y AE 
CITIES 1's UNE A DIFFERENT 
WORD. AND 1F HEY (EME дл 
OF TWAT WORLD INTD THIS 
сме, WEY вегзек 
INTS босо LAND, 
HERE TNE UNED AL MY 
Ме, HEY SE. TWEN бет 
STRICK BY Tie SON, DRY 
ÙP, FREEZE тотем, 


~ 


CHAPTER THREE 


~ 


Аш. THE anes, WE 
атев ARE ANCIENT, 
THE SAN THE WANS OF 
MAKING THe GREAT 
Domes JAS ит: 


MEN TAKE CREOT 
FOR INENTING ALL KINDS 
OF THINGS HEY MERELY 
ACQURED. 


THENRE NOT SMARTER 
THAN WE ARE. THEN'RE NOT 
BRAVER. THEN'RE DAMN NEAR 
BUND, AND DEAF To THE 
SOUND OF THEIR OWN 

HEARTS BEATING- 


AWER WAN, 
WHAT THE HELL 
ARE THEY DOING 
ол HERE? 


WELCOME 
НЗ 

р x 5 u ANOTHER ONE-OF-A-KIND Day 
IN MONKYLAND/ OUR FANTASIERS 
WANT ONLY THE BEST For OUR 
HONORED GUESTS, so WIS 


ALL- E-WANT-To- 
KNOW- (S- WHEN: 


— No MAGICIAN 
EVER RENEALS 


= сор WSCOSITY OUTSIDE 
us SECRETS- ИМА, 


РАМИДОМ CEST GATED 
ING. EXPONENTIAL 


S=. 
-- WHERE WOULD THE 
FUN AND 5 АТАМЕТТ Y or 
LIFE BE ıe WE ALL KNEW 
How Ir Was DONE? 


Ñ ШТ ATE DNERSION ， 
IN 66105 ONE-ONE-ThgEE 
AND евит-оме-тесе. Б 
° A МИШ] 
THERE ARE MANY 


FASCINATING EXPERIENCES š N 4 š ENG Me р 
You МАЧ Miss -- a , PLEASE 


@ 
wk SIGH 
| ити аниме. 
| WANS To SAN "NO 


Ду тол SAYING NO, al 


4 


R TIME 
FLOATING 05... 


x = 


ша Ар | 
Мет +, 
у 2 FFI" "2 


тш 2 
TEN USED то а 
SPEND АЦ. N 
meii ) 
р 
"I MK WE 
terer vor |”, 
ег Ач |) 
KES ws | FE | 
ZoNE TODAY... naa 2 
В) 
е 
a. ‚ 
7 м fi N А. 
\ ENVIA 
| 


дай 


GUARDS, AND THOSE | ge No GUARDS, 
WILL BE AT THE 
>» THATS 


TG 


AE y % 


ДР нещо, KIODIES/ 175 A GOOD DAY То BE PARANOID/ 
AS THE PRONISIONAL ASUAN AMBASSADOR ТО HE COURT 
ОР MARICCH, HEIR To KOKUTSOLADO, KING OF NESTMARCH 
À т Do HEREBY SEIZE Тї PAIN N -TuE ASS 
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> = ыра AES um ар EZ UN 
U MW саз ES с кыно тше чыз т) E | 
Е тюш ДЕЖ TRUST 75 Е 
ANTHROPOLOGY PROGRAMS AGAIN. af UNDY! can You 
THEY SAID ON “WILD WORLD" THAT GINE ME INFRARED 
THESE PEOPLE ARE PRIMITIVES INTHE МАМА 

> PANLION? 


АЛ 


Ко WAY. THATS 
THE FIRST THING THEY 
DISMANTLED. 


COUNTING Cour 15 A GAME. 
А REALLY SERIOUS GAME; THE 


KINO THAT CAN GET You KILLED. 
А GAME THAT CAN MAKE You 4; 
SHARE Маке Чоо SMART: ( 
PRONE YOUR WORTH. 

A 


\ - Ea 
А! в сащ OF 
Па В № — 
ka Я 


Е 
~ | COUNTING COUP 15 SOMETHING 

BETWEEN WAR AND PEACE. 

CLOSEST THING TO 11, T GUESS, 

© PLAYING A PRACTICAL JOKE- 


SHE 5 тие. 

UST. SHE K He 

LAST UNICORN IN 
THE WORD. 


ША 
(Ж 


IT WAS TUST ANOTHER... 
WOMAN FROM EMMA'S 
БИ А LoOF- ALIKE, 
= AUT Ano ооо, 
Ç SHELL: AUKE FOR 
Ац. £ KNOW 


T SAID TD GO BACK To 


HER WHEN ENOUGH К 2 Sees E z 
TME PASSED THAT Z an a une оч 
GREW MY BRAID AGAIN. < ME UKE FLIES. 
> я 4 y = 
> Г. Rus 
IL Ye, y СТЕ - 


= 


MA” 
len 


175 WERD, THOUGH; 
WHAT KIND OF ARTISAN /, 
INLAYS COPPER ito PLATINUM 2 
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SOMETIMES ANYTHING S + у * 
OUT OF THE ORDINARY 

DRAWS THEM LIKE SHARES, 

TO THE SMELL CF BLOOD. 


А Г] WATER ITSELF. 
ТКТ) Ne, 


f | | 


EA 


3 
sAAAAVe 


7, 


TIMBER ADVENTURE, 


МОТ PIRATES OF 
ROB- BEAN! 


Im 
Wz 


М МАЛ 
ү, си | 
Hi ү, у Т? i 


* * = 

ИЛ IS Ë N ч = 
АА A EINS 
ARSE 


S NN чи Т. 
SY Wy 


SEN Шаа 
EIN (227) 
== ~ 


т 


/ / И / 
/ 77/22 ШЙ WG 
GREAT 
RIE! Я 
i, 7 
yu # 


Š 


( 
СА) 
UNG cano Gas YA ) 
Қы, 


Кү! ў 
| 


| 
| y А 


THIS PLACE 15 SO CAREFULLY CHOREOGRA SCENES. 
FROM A DoZEN DIFFERENT STORIES NS ON 
ENERY CORNER AND DOWN ENERY SIDE STREET. 


— 
— 


| 


PEOPLE TALK ABOUT BEING Faz - 

“А FACE IN THE CROWD." 

THEY MEAN BEING NOBODY. THE SPSS É 

NOBODY WORTH NOTICING, еру OF THEM ALL 
THAT 15 To SAY. Saul کا‎ WEIRD U Y 


BEAUTIFUL, 
SOMETIMES. 


т SUSPECT 17% ALSO SUPRSED LEAF AUKE. 
TO MEAN FELLOWSHIP. BEING 

ONE AMONG MANY, PART ОРА | S= 
(двор. CANT SAY FOR SURE SET ; 


UKE PRAIRIE; 
ONY BRIGHT SKY, 
BLACK CLOUDS, 


THESE FEoRE сеоба |“ 

ALWAYS FEEL THAT МАН, MOST | У 

OF THEM HANE ERED | со AUEN HILLS. 

FOUL BLOOD CLAN DESCEN = 
LOOK ABOUT THEM. iha al) 


us ER 


CLANS ASRIRE TO UNIFORMITY, 


COOL ABOUT \T-- 
PRETEND You JUST 
HAPPENED To BE 
LOOKING AROUND? 


7 

HOPING YoU DoN' 

LOOK SHIFTY, WHEN 
“> OURSE YOu Do? 

le 7 4 на Til) 

[27] THE FORCE OF YOUR GAZE HAS A WEIGHT. ENEN SUNLIGHT 

RESTING ON THE GROUND WEIGHS SOMETHING. YOUR ATTEN- 


TION PRESSES AGAINST (TS OBJECT, YOUR ENE PROTECTS IT 
UKE A HEADLIGHTS 


AROUND WITHOUT 
REALLY SEEING? 


OR МАЧВЕ You Just 
кебе YOUR HEAD DOWN. 


[+ 


LEARN то GO DOWN INSIDE 

YOURSELE DIM THE FORCE OF 

our PRESENCE. PEOPLES ENES 
一 | WILL SKATE RIGHT NER Чой. 
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BUT NOT KADWING 
GETS МЕ 50 
WOUND UP THAT 
ст DOESN'T 
MATTER. THE 


TRICK DOESNT 
Work ХЕ TIM SO.. 


Br DESN'T. THERE'S SOMETHING 
VERY WRONG THERE, BUT T CANT 
PUT MY FINGER он LHAT-- 


MUMELE MUMBLE 
MUMBLE 


~ 
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Tie 


7 СКЕТЕ 
BACK HERE TO MUNKYS 
PLAYGROUND FOR WHOEVER A 

4 GETS HIM FIRST ZH 
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DAMN, HARRY! You GOTT 
STOP UNPLUGGING THINGS 


REAL LIFE... TH 


Ами SHIT? НАРА = ов 
€< при Donne Hert маг DD тиз | | 
поима и SHIT! SHIT? 222 TT A p 


wet ча 


241 


UREA STUR 
DRONK, YELLIN! 
HIT WAS SO [№ | коне. NELLA 
ао 2 INCOMPREHENSIBLE 
- | Е COU SHIT- CANT 
5 REMEMBER A 
Ж DAML WRO OF if- 


GUARDS FINALLY на 
HAD BLOOD IN 


Ж, = т ANT oo І ND AN ASS BEATING AS MUCH 
THEIR ENES-- AS THE NEXT GOY-- BUT IF INE GOT ONE COMING FM 
= РЕК FER DAMN SURE GONNA GET МЧ MONEYS WORTI-- 


THEMSELVES NER 
==] THEIR KDS Цкетм 
ы А UNE GRENADE! 


we шр we 
а: 


7 ¡ENORE m, тъ sr Y 
SOMEBODY ELSE'S 
7: NIGHTMARE... > 
> о 
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1E YOU FLAMING 
(21075 WOULD STUDY 
NEW SECTIONS, Yoyp KNOW 
WHAT А BALLISTA 15 AND Г 
WOULDN'T HAVE TO SAY T WAS 
LIKE. A CATAPULT? 


YKNow,RALEH; 
Tu TELL YA THE Аб; 
REASON I HATE THIS 
FRICKIN’ PLACE 
So MUCH. 


/ | 


+ ITS ME WAY, 

Y'KNOW, 1F YoU DON'T 
LIKE THE HAPPY PLACE, 
PEOPLE Аст UKE YOu 
MUST BE SOME KIND 
oF PERVERT, 


IF ou со sorar Y ON Between, NO 
As то UKE ANYTHING SHAVES OF GRAY-- EER 
THAT ISN'T SQUEAKY Bet cs боор CLEAN AND 
CLEAN, You MUST BE : Е, OR YOUIRE 
SOME SORTA GOAT ANILE LIS SUCKING 
RAPER! MONSTER! HE... SEAL, 
EITHER YOURE RAGGIE 
HEH- \ ANNIE OR YOU'RE A 
BIG HOT STEAMING. 
TURD ON TOAST-- 


BUT 
WATTE WORST 

THING, TUE MOST 

DIABOLICAL PART 


AFTER А WHILE, THERE 
‘STOPS BEING ANY DIFFERENCE. 
BETWEEN THE TWO EXTREMES?! 
CUTE BECOMES ЕМ! RAGGLE 
ANNIE /S A BIG HOT STEAMING 

TORD/ (TS BIZARRE, IT's 


HEY, OU... 
HT, MRE We 
зпи LIVE 22 


CHAPTER FOUR 


Қы 


| Е ) | 
сай 
| LM 

қ ШТІ) 


> mn 


sa MEN 
sw 


S (EN 


2) 


27721 73 
IN HIS CAMERAS 


КҮЛ No Places 
= Ly 9 GRIEVE / 


— \ 


$35 
ЖС 
EE 


NO one ıs то 


INDULGE UNTIL 
AFTER THE FUNERAL 
AND CORONATION. 


HARD ENOUGH TO 
MANAGE AS (Т 15; 
A 


SEE 
ID: 
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IN ye ee 4 
= COMING THIS SUMM 
Na læ `i 


A NEW FILM ARKANGED s 
MESNIE_HARLEQUING — 


SHSS! mey вели S 
Do STEAL YouR 
SOUL WHEN THEY 
TAKE YOUR 
л PICTURE! 
— 


ВЛ BEFORE ме GET “ МАЧ г POINT our mar y 


MUCH FURTHER ON THIS YoU, CHIEF COWARD, АМО 
LITTLE SUNDAY DRINE.. YOUR PEOPLE, ARE UNDER 


RECORD THis... SECTACLE 
AS ONE Suc, Вог THAT 
STILL LEAVES You WITH AN 
WFULFILLED COMMITMENT 
„ TO FORTY-ONE MORE. 


Py 
кі 


> С 


(ME 


(Е 


MAY £ ALSO POINT OUT THAT «Е You 
DEFAULT ON THAT OMMLTMENT, You-- 
AND YOUR PEOPLE-- WILL BESUBTET 
TO HEAVY FINANCIAL WSSES? 
IF YOU'RE NOT PERFORMERS, YOURE 
GUESTS. GUESTS ARE LIABLE FOR ALLTHE COSTS 
OF THEIR ROOM AND BOARD. MEALS, WATER, 
ENTRY AND EXIT TARIFFS, IMPORT TAKES, 
DUTIES, SANITATION 


T ASSURE You, IT'LL ADD 
WP ТО А PRETTY PENNY. 
Now; LF You STAY, AND LIVE. 
UP TO YOUR CONTRACT You 
NEED HEAR No MoRE 

ABON IT: IF You 


ф 


SUBPARAGRAPH 2-2-3 ОР 
SECTION (2-5 STATES PLAINLY 
WAT 4/0 


"| TAKEN BY ANY NON- ASCIAN 
ENTITY. FAILURE то COMPLY 
> WITH THIS PRONISION WILL 
RESULT IN PENALTIES AS 
SET FORTH IN PARAGRAPH 
5-1 OF SECTION 24-5: 


NOBODY Y YOUR "RUNNING MAN" 
HAS" is OUR SIN-EATER. HE IS 
Most DEFINITELY ONE 7 
OF us- 


т KNOW чоо DON'T 
UKE т. тузт теу Д 
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НЕ KNEW... HE KNEW HE 


COUUNT LIVE MUCH LONGER. 


WHY THE HELL DION'T WE 
JUST STAY Home? 


A KING HAS 
HIS REASONS. 


ANS SAKE. 
HOW DIO THIS = 
бет ол HERE? ДЕ 
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HENCE FORTH THE HUMAN WORD "QUEEN “ 

SHALL BE STRICKEN FROM ALL USE, FORMAL 

OR INFORMAL, AS IT CARRIES UNSEEMLY 
CONNOTATIONS. FRET ттт т 


MORE SUITABLE TRANSLATIONS OF YMA FORMS ] 
OF ADDRESS ARE BEING RESEARCHED. UNTIL 4 
NOTICE, SOBSTITUTE “CAPTAIN OR “EXECUTIVE. 
OFFICER.” NO WOMAN FEUDAL RANKS ARETO BE 


USED. 


Ў TWS ом вч 
MARICA, HEIR OF 


ITS NOT So BAD FOR You GIRLS. 
BUT WE WHO WERE WIVES To 
A ME LATE KING, WE'LL SUFFER 

` МЕ THERE ISN'T A NEW 
KING SOON- 


WE DON'T 


ТАМ IN NO WAY 
ATTEMPTING TO INFWENCE 
Your choice. YOU ARE 
THE THRONE. 


TIME BEFORE IT 
SETS IN- 


TUST DON'T WAIT 
I/ FoR THE SAKE or 

| WAITING. WE WONT 
ПА BE or ANY USE То 
You ле You DO. 


| 
ШІ, 


BUDENTLN IT WAS ALL 
ROUED TOGETHER INA 
BAG AND... ЕЛЕСТЕР 


THIS DESIGN 1$ A 
COMMON мапе. г 
BELIEVE ($ А 
TOTEMIC CLAN 
MARKING. 
| Т SMEUS 
THEIR WOMEN ЖОЕ 
SPEND YEARS MAKING \ | CS) 
THESE, AS име GIFTS FOR 
THEIR. MALES... FOR, OW | 
FOR PROSPECTIVE 


T BROUGHT А 
DOWAGERS BECAUSE Т. 
БЕРИ... 


HONESTLY, T CAN'T SAY h т e ти? How 
KNEW. T JUST SPOTTED HIM, THD DANS + 
AGO, A HUMAN MALE, ASCAN. HE SEEHEDA How COULD HE KNOW, TUE 
COULD ANYONE SNEAK NTO THIS 
THOUGHT HE'D BE U: 


TO KNOW KOKOT WAS DEAD, HE ЗАО 
555 CAMP-- AND BACK OUT 2-- WITHOUT 
AND HE WAS- 


"£ CAME TO FAY MY RESPECE- 
BEING SEEN ES 15 THE STANDARD 
CE OUR GUARDS So (00/7 


PRIMITINE PEOPLE, BUT 
DON'T UNDERESTIMATE THEM. 
THEY HANE А SORT OF... 
PRIESTLY CLASS oF SoS AND 
„ТНЕУ сви THEM FINDERS. 
Е HE'S ONE OF THEM, TERES Мо 
TELING WHAT HES CAPABLE OF. 


5 BUT THE ASCLANS HANE DONE 
ву: I AM GRATEFUL WE HAVE IN ЈИ | KNOW THT, А LOT OF THINGS LATELY 


Чоу) SUCH AN EXPERT oN THE AMARSINE. д. THAT WE NNER EXPECTED. 
ASCIAN CULTURE AND 


TEMPERA MENT... BUT 
REALLY.. Do You MEAN 
TO IMPLY THAT A 
SKIN MONKEY мома 
MOURN THE PASSING 

OF A NUMAN 
PATRIARCHZ 


E) TROUBLE BREWING WITH 
Жо E Я KING KETZAWAHDI + АРЕ 
= у УК | рути THE HULDRES To 
iY AMNI ma Реге AH, West... TROUBLE EVERY. 
Uy \ ЖА WHERE. AND HE WAS 
ZT] Dina! не КЕМ So TERRIBLY ILL. 
HED NENER SEE He... MUST НАКЕ. 
ANE y P PUSHED THS TREATY 
“АҮ WITH THE ASCIANS.. 
FoR THE SAKE OF 
HIS SUCCESSOR. 


WHY dou’? 
WHY DION'T HE 


HE SPENT THE LAST OF 
WS UFE TRYING TO 
NEUTRALIZE THE THREAT 
ON ONE FLANK: THE 
ASCIANS- 
„то GNE US 
A CHANCE TO GET 


THING THAT MAKES SENSE. 
ANY OTHER REASONS DIED 


ITA 


AMARSINE: A-MAHR- SEG -NEE -- KING'S CHOSEN/ KINGS WEACH 
490 


| THOUGHT МАЧВЕ. You WERE 

ONE ое THOSE ONES WHO 

TUST CROAK LIKE CROWS- бетта 
AU You SHINS 
THINK THE SAME- 
ANYTHING THAT 
CAN'T TALK MUST 

Be STUPID- 


WHAT т САМ TRANSLATE 
OF THAT Sounds HIGHLY 
UNFEASIBLE, ANATOMICALLY 
SPEAKING- 


LOTS ef THINGS 
THAT CAN TALK. 
ARE STUPID. 
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5: LADY OR TIGER, LION AND UNICORN 


MARICCH, IT'S - Look! ЁЁ 2 \ | You ARE purring OFF WHAT 
TRADITIONAL! TRADITIONS 257 HE'S BRIGHT ENED. = N No резон 
BECAUSE THEY WORK , с 
THEY MAKE TRANS Mans ` STRONG, AND HEALTHY! THE Rest oF us” 
EASIER. ME OLD KING'S : 
LAST SON 15 ALWAYS 
CHOSEN TO ВЕ THE 
NEW KING! 


то GET ON WITH AND {OUR AUTHORITY 
WAS GIVEN то YOu (LY TO 
BE GEN TO THE NEU KING, 


BUND INFANTS 
DROWNED IN ENERY 
WELL, LAME ONES Leer 
TO CRY THEMSELNES 
To DEATH ON ENERY 
HILLSIDE, FEEBLE ONES 
SHOT IN NERY CLEARING 
FROM HERE To 
ISKANFORD 2 


No SHAME, 
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эти... TSANEN-CRONNED я знохо F 
17 SACRIFICE 4007 


KING'S RIGHT To кц. THE LAST 
CHILDREN OF THE FORMER р, Ж OR SHOULD T 
MONARCH, IF IT PLEASES ) CROWN You, TAKE 
HIM TO DO 50. (m = You TO HUSBAND, AND 
SHALL T PLAY У в ЗЕЕ HALF OUR CHILDREN 
` DROWNED IN THEIR. 


Moers’ MILK? 


> SHOULD 
MY MOTHERS" 
FEAR FoR THE 
LING CHILDREN 
SGN THE DEATH 
WARRANT FOR MY 
OWN, AS NET 


N  ачовер wARS, 
WIN A THOUSAND 
BATTLES, BRING 
A MILLION 
ENEMIES ТО 


тиме ONE сносе 

то MAKE. ONE CROWN 
TO GWE AWAY. 
oe CHANCE. 


OF COURSE, TINN HERE (5 Y ВЕГАС, THERE, WAS 
FoR CLARITY CAPTURED ONLY LAST 
WINTER FoR HIS LOVELY 
«С BLACK МАМЕ, so LIKE 
OUR LATE KING'S 


| 
| 


ЕШ | 
249 
4 


я. 


a 
Sh, N 


Y Now RETT HAS A VERY UNUSUAL | [ur АВОЧЕ ALL ARE MORO AND 
STEEL” GRAY SHEEN To HIS COAT. THAT | | YERE. Too SMART FOR THEIR AQ 
N DONT COME OUT UNTIL HE'D BEEN Емо 
Ë есе. 


гр Т 


RUN... АВЕ YoU 


А ~ 
i= 


N 
N 


Ri 


DO You REGRET maT Y 
NONE ОЕ THESE CUBS 
ARE Yours? 


WRAY FIRST MOHER k 
EII CAUGHT ЧОО? 4 


кокот DID ALL HE 


COULD To PREPARE 
US FOR WHAT IS 
COMING. т CAN Do 
No LESS. 


пица 
үг, 
RRL 


по" a А "4 | 


RR RU HUN, 
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GOOD Foe, THE ММК. 
THEN кеге US STRONG, 
AS WOLVES Do DEER- 


NOMAD KINGS, 
т АМ ЕЗЧЕЧОЧ, 


REGRETS THAT HE 
CANNOT KEEP HIS 
APPOINT MENT TO 
Discuss 008 
MUTUAL 


ARENDNT KING HAKRTSOLADO 
PROPOSES то веселе. You, SHADOW- 
LESS ONES, WKH AU GRACE AND 
HOSPITALLTY, AT THE BRANCHING OF 
THE MAMAE AND МАЕ RIVERS, 

HALF A DAYS RIDE FROM HERE. 


~-HOWENER, ENENTS OF LATE 
人 
NATURE. THAT THE TURONE Wt 
TO KEEP КОКО ARRANGEMENT TO 
PARLEY WITH THE COUNCIL OF 
SEVEN HIEFTAWS. 


UST... МЧ 
NEW-CROUNED 
LORD WISHES то FEAST 


AMBASSADOR. se te 

YOU'LL PARDON i 
КҮ» “ш THE YELLOW 
THINGS GET LOST IN es. 

TRANSLATION -- че 

WHAT SINGLE MAN 

WAVE Чоо DECIDED 

STANDS foe ALL 
ЧЕ GODs/ 
DOES SHE 


J MEAN THE 


on INE NOHING Ü WB k: | 
AGAINST SIN-EATERS." желет Б 
= = You KAlow Tals 
. F: HELL utu (т. тим Go FOR WT. меш. 1S ALL HIS DOING, 


Pur LET Coul, ANSWER 
TUST GONNA een То ЗНАМЕ Us 


日 “BT не WAS 
WERTH ANYTHING IN МУ TOTEM AND 


то ANNBODY, HE | - MEN GO FISHING.” 
морт BEA |77 - < — 


ЕО 
Ди ШТ 
ә AND OUR 

NOBLE FRIEND, 
THE As CLAN COWARD ， 
AMBASSADOR- TELS МЕ HES 


CALLED “SIN-EATER." 


a 


|| z 
— = 
> 11% 


AROUND CAMPFIRES, 
STORNTEULERS SPIN 
FANTASIES ABOUT PAX 
МА MAETH, А RNER 
Ч GODDESS мно JOINED 
| THE NYIMA AÑO ASCIANS. << 


EN 55 


“А GREAT BEAST GANE HUM- 
SELF То HER." THEY SAY. 
“A BEAST, AND А HOST OF 
SEVEN “TRIPLE TOTEMS, 
AND ONE EMPTY SPACE - 


“а SIN-EATER 15 
TUST A BODY! не 
HAS No Е 

SYMBOLZE!" 


меловго Toses 


ШШШ 


N 


ON TELENISIONS, 
DOCUMENTARIES 
DEPICT ВОН NYUMA 
AND ASCIANS AS 
NOBLE WARRIORS, 
BOT A Bir PATHETIC 
IN THEIR ROE 
THAT THAR LAND 
1$ SUL THEIR, 
OVIN. EJERNONE 


KNows (ТЬ BE- 
CAUSE THERE 5 | 
NOTHING IN THEIR 


TALISMAN 


DEDICATION: 


to the kid 
with the 
book; 
everywhere 
سے‎ 


: 
Same У 


Pro 


и Т); 


(= mw 
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BUT You DIO ALL THE TESTS, DIDN'T 
You? --NES, You DID. AND You 
JUST DONT HAVE ANY 
MAGIC. 
THEY CAN TEST 
Ҹ00 FoR THAT, AND 
ГО НАМЕ. LOVED FOR 
You To PASS THOSE 


THERES A BAD 
FARY ш МР 


BUT You DIDN'T, МЧ HONEY, THERE 
АКЕ No FARES, AND YOU'VE GOT 


То STOP DONG Wis... 


РОЧ MAGIC. 
You'Re WST 
BREAKING THINGS, 
AND MAMAS NOT 
MADE of MoNEY- 


Fr BUT т WAS 
TUST GONNA 
oe FIX THAT 
, CAB'NET DOOR 
WAT BITES 
YOUR HAND 


ITS JUST А STICKY LATCH, 
AND THE KNOB GRABS MY-- 
CATCHES МЧ THUMB \F T 
GRAB T JUST ТНЕ-- 


< | 


CHAPTER ONE: 


IT WAS GNEN TO 


| META 


жез 

жемес 

Вира 
| мч Hon sao и || 


Ще 
Ди ll A 


Щ“..т CANT ANSUER THAT, * 
|| керер me WERE ove. 


A GANIC, AND THEREFORE 
AUTTLE BUND. T CAN ONLY 


SEE THINGS AS THEY ARE, 


“MY OWN GARDEN 15 MY OUN GARDEN, ° 
THE GIANT SAID. “ANYONE CAN UNDERSTAND 
TUAT, AND T WU. AUOW NOBODY TO PLAY IN, 
IT BIT МАЕЦЕ, AND HE BUILT A HIGH WALL. 


“где FOURTEEN YEARS оғ HELL, 
AU TOD, BUT SHE HARON KNEW IT. For 
MOST OF THOSE YEARS SHE EXISTED IN A 
DAZE SO DEER IT WAS UKE DEATH..." 


“JHE LAMB SAID, “KILL 
ME ANO EAT ME. IF 
YOU DON'T CRACK ANY 


OF UY Bones, HE 6657 К 


LIGHT OF THE FOLLOWING 


N 
| 
7 


БЕ 


SANS 


*..ONTIL OTHER PEOPLE SAW 


WHAT £ SAW IN MY MIRROR, 
т THOUGHT T WAS A MONSTER..." 


“BYE, Boys! 
HAUE FUN 
STORMIN" 


“THE BOTTOM оғ THE SMOOTA 


LAKE. WAS TOMBLED NOT WITH 
SHARE STONES, BOT WIM KANES 
AND SPEARS AND SLORDS OF, 
ENERY KIND ENER MADE- 


— BE DUINE WATERS.. 


AND, Nor KNOWING 
SHE HAD WINGS, 
LEAPED AFTER HER 


T KNEW OUR FRIEND WOULDN'T 
BE AROUND FoR VERY LONG. 


HE'D SHOW UP OR 
HOW LONG HE'D STAY; 


SO T HAD HIM READ 
МЕ MORE OF IT NERY 
CHANCE Т GOT: OH, T 

PREYED ON THAT MAN. 


ДАРИ с 
SD 


BY HUGE THINGS 
THEN DION'T QUITE 


Ре-гискд 


у г DON WANNAN Y 


VISITORS... 


t À 


=; \ С HASN'T BEEN ~ NINE + 
2 AU THAT COHERENT я = 
Z SINCE WE BROUGHT RS 
í| HIM HOME FROM 

THE HOSTAL ug 


> а HARDER 
< INN У 
== Tour 人 、、 
` \r WOULD ` 


Za y 

= UE OF FAMILIES 

' = ш Е ЕММА, Е 
MA! WHERE m 
т КЕ You, HERH 


3 La WELL. NEEDED M 


NOT AS SOME | | D 
DISEMBODIED ШЫ 2 
Š BOGEYMAN.. 1 


== 22] STK: JUST 
= E IGNORE HIM! |е) 
= WE ALL Ро. |ы 


DON'T Yovuu 
RUN FROMM 
МЕЕЕЕЕЕ 


9), 


ORYANCESTRESS! 1 

DIDN'T SEE KON SICH A 

SHORT NAME COULD 
MEAN TWO DIFFERENT 
THINGS, BUT T WAS 
EAGER TO FIND ол: 


SKI, UKE PENMANSHIP, 
BUT Z DO THINK THE OLD 
WAYS HAVE А LOT 

смем, 


OSS 


РГ) 
Om 


Т 
11 
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As 
22277202777 


WHAT 


DON'T; 
WITH SKULL COMPUTERS 
AND ACCESS-TACKS, ENEN 


PROFESSORS AT THE. 
COLLEGE MISS IT 


š 
Е 
x 
š 


КЕ UKE 


BUT I NENER 
FIND ол mey 
ONE ANOTHER, (TS 


у= > A 


Ke NSS 


И USUALLY WHEN PEOPLE 
И sueeosEp To BRING WEM 
CLOSER TOGETHER. 


WENT 10 ATRADITIONAL (AN READ 
Y ссттс LOST w 
HER OLN WORLD. 
А 
И 


SCHOOL. 


ме 2 OH, OF CoURSE-- 工 


LIKED READING FOR 
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HE DIDN'T SEEM TO TRY 
то ро A DIFFERENT Volte 
FOR EACH CHARACTER. 


THE TERRIBLE THING ABOUT THE 
PREACHER MAN WAS HOW HIS VOLLE 
COULD BE So SWEET AND SOFT & 
WHEN BIS HEART WAS AS DRY AS HE CALLED. ‘сы 
А WASPS! NEST, AND JUSTAS HOT жена DREN? 
NTH Ku 


“AS У буо FICKERS, Кскев RE 
Е гране ІМ... KEEP THAT LITTLE 


АИИ 
YES Mu... 


NAN come 
DOWN 


To А 
somesooy | АЗ 


THATS FINE 
Fog FICTION. 


(өленін, 
AS ALANS) 


HE мест 
WITHOUT 
ТУ 


МУ оң £ GET IT: 
THIS OLD THING HAS 
Мо Noce- CHP AT 
AL. 


И T auns wie YA 


To Do FOR UNTIL THEY BR са 
/ то ЗЕЕ MY NAME IN 
А WERE QUITE DRIED OFF. 
So MARCIE AND HER. Se А у А STORY, NEN E т 
FRENO" 15 JUSTA COIN- 


"So MARCIE AND KER FRENO N 
WOLFE CLIMBED OVER THE SMOOTH 
Rocks AND AWAY FROM THE RNER- 
THE TREES WERE MERA TAU AND 
THICKLY LEARY, AND BLOCKED 

еге ALL THe SUNUGHT 


“OW ТМ SURE 
THERE MUST BE, 
SAD Wore. 


“ISN'T THAT PERFECT CRIED МАРСЕ, ~ 


AND WOLFE AGREED THAT IT WAS. THEY 
Bot MADE THEIR WAY ACROSS THE ENEN 
FOREST FLOOR, AS SMOOTHLY CNERED 
WITH PINE NEEDLES AS A 

CARPETED ROOM. 


“WE MAY AS WELL 
STAN HERE А WHILE,’ 


MYSELF AGAIN UNTIL ЈЕ 
T GET MY TAL 
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“THEY WALKED ON, NOT T WAS JUST MAKING SURE 


HANING LITTLE CHOICE 
SINCE THERE SEEMED 
TO ве мо--" 


“MARCIE WAS SUDDENLY TAKEN 
WITH А GREAT EXCLTEMENT- > 


WER THERE!’ FOR JUST AHEAD oF 
THEM, CLEARLY VISIBLE THROUGH THE 
STRAIGHT TRUNKS OF THE HEALTHY 


7 зомивет 
STREAMED DOWN 
UPON IT, AND IT 


SAME FOR Ме, SAID MARCIE. Түс 2 
E CAN'T THINK OF ANYTHING ELSE BUT 
GETTING DRY WHEN ZM--" 


Hey. i 
You sure 
YOU WANT МЕ 
TO бо ом ипм [= 
sz 2 2 
Y 
„та a 3, 
Ж к 
SZ 
= = 
el 
- > 
WELL” WELL, АД 


YEAH! ст MY еее! БА 


"SO MARCIE AND HER FRIEND NE "- FINALY PRODUCING A PAPER BAG OF SMALL |, 
MADE THEMSELNES COMFORTABLE RASPBERRIES, A HALE- LOAF OF BREAD, AND A A 5. 
ON A LOG IN A PATCH OF SUNLIGu, ; LARGE SOPT CHEESE, WRAPPED IN А CLOTH КЛ 


CERED љути 


AND WERE QUITE чег 
P “PRESENTLY ста 


К a 
2 as ЖМ) 
e \ г); 
я + е a~ | ү 
“WHS WAS А GREAT RELIEF ТО MARCIE р “APTER THEY BAD FINISHED, THE SUN'S UGUT WAS 
WHO, UNTIL WOLFE HAD PULLED ост SLANTING DOWN RATHER MORE STEEPLY THAN 
FOOD, HADN'T REALIZED How WONG 2 BEFORE, AND MARCIE SUGGESTED THAT THEY 
SHE WAS. HAD BEST бе. MOVING ON. 


ЧАСЕ, SAID SHE, 
“WE DANS GETTING 
AWAN FROM US, AND 
WE STILL HANE A LONG 
WAN TO GO. HADN'T 
WE BEST BE, = “ 
MOVING ON?" Zz 22 “ 


T SUPPOSE 50, REPLIED 
THE OMER, “ELSE WE'LL LOSE THE 
LIGHT ALTOGETHER, AND BE OBLIGED 
b ЛО STAY HERE FORTHE NIGHT.’ < 
гара 


“WE MUSTN'T Do 
LETS BE ON OUR, 


IMMEDIATE: (тте ` 


MARCIE, т -- TSK! 
BuT- BABY, TM ARE You SURE THIS 


dust READING \С 
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=: 

TO TRED ONE SISTER. 

NOT MUCH POINT IN тепме 
WE OTHER ONE. 


NO ONT Set 
пада hee 
You GO ALONG WITH A LOT: 


Nar THAT LINDE, 


PS A GIRL AND WA NOW 
SORT oF БОН. 


“<< SIGH- Ç 
DONT HASSLE 
МЕ WITH Your I 
SIGHS, MARGE. | 
> < 
3 SIK... 
< 
< .. 之 и | 
ка E 
чу = | 
маи Ik Я 
WK 
| 0 
u 


从 


ТІ 
ІТ 


Look, u 
THIS 15 NOT m" 
THIS (5 DEALING WH 
PERLE uo HAVE 
ONER Yol; IN THS 
OSE, обе. SISTER, 
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AM 


\ 


RS 
N 


Ma | 


а 


Ó ШЕ |); 
ШЕ W j 7 
оир, 


ШІ 


è 


W т DONT CARE WHAT 
COLORS T Look BEST IN! 
т DONT WANT A СОВВЧ- 
HOLE WTH МЧ МАМЕ oN 

ү! r WANT то 
то 


ње || 
š || 
17 


26 


у 


із 


si 
W S 


ZUNG: = = т АТА) 
Î uz eo was == |- A | | 


AAN 


| 
OF THE STORY IN MY MIND. И 


ONE WAS A WEREWOLF. 

BUT HE DIDN'T CHANGE 

SODDENLY UNDER THE 
FULL MOON. 


|| | 
ONE WAS А THING THAT HAD РАТЕ 
A STAR. ENERYTHING WAS COLD Al 
DARK WITHOUT THE STAR IN TH 


ONE WAS A KING FT ‚ ENERYGODY тореш 
ASLEEP UNDER Овор Ww THAT (в HE 27 у 
MOUNTAIN Š \F HE WOULD WAKE UP, THE WHOLE 


го EIER WAKE UP WORLD MIGHT GO OUT. 
а FROM HIS š 


NIGHTMARE- 
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UKE MAGIC, ALL ) 
A оғ ASODDEN ONE У 5 
Z] DAY I OULD READ & 


MIA! 

017 | 
e | 
Marcie! Е 
THAT- (5- ~ 4 


correct (|NO 一 


SS W 


MY NAME WAS AIL Т COULD READ, 
BUT HEY! МЧ МАМЕ WAS IN MY 

BOOK! T соор READ МЧ МАМЕ. 
IN МЧ Book! on EVERY PAGE! 


ОН, HONEY, THOSE OLD- 7 ҸӘ | MARaE, HERES NOTHING то CRY ONER.. T SCANNED IT 
FASHIONED PAPER-PULP === INTO THE HOUSE LIBRARY. IT (SIT LOST AT АЦ. ANY 
Eocys ARE PERISHÄBLE- N 
IT WOULD ONLY HANE GONE 2 4 AND ITIL BE JUST LIKE HAVING THE 

BY REAL THING. YOU CAN TOUCH IT, 

TURNING YELLOW- УАУ HOLD IT, WHATEVER; (T ISN'T 

= А о ААА | GONE AT ALL- 


IN 
ІШІП | 


“MOM, ENEN ЛЕ 
“г HAD NO IDEA SHE 15 ONLY SEVEN, 
IT WAS SO IMPORTANT (т WAS HERS. Чоо HAD 


1 TO HER. IT WAS A GET NO RIGHT TO THROW У, WHAT Do You WANT 
7 FROM JAEGER? | mon. МЕ TO SAY? 
ЧЕ YOU'D PUT IT 
“т Do THINK 
wot pere, der oe, ne 
HE WILL TEASE REACTING «0 DONE тИ Чо 


Me...” Sou." 


Е GREATEST 
GIFT I BIER HAD 
¡ TAKEN ALDAN FROM 
g, ME WAS A BOOK: 


CHAPTER 2: 


Wz 


— > 


=: m 

= f 
| Ж 

20% zu Ж ІІ | ya 

ТТ 7 Г | < 
ЛЛ | — 
ГАТТ | < 
FA ЈА 
za W 7 


[mm 
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SS 2 = 
Sy G 
5 6 

a 


= (5 7, 


| 
u 
| ©: 


ци 


> Ù 


kei; Kalle, 
МЧ 


ENER SINCE 
THEN, IVE 
HAD THIS 
RECURRING 
DREAM. 


ш > 47 
N Z 


EE 


ween Ir (той: 


ENERNEODY HAS 

THIS DREAM FROM 
TIME To ПМЕ. 
ТТ 2 


т DON'T KNOW WHEN МЧ 
BROTHER BECAME THE 
BEDROCK OF МЧ UFE. 


ONE OF THE HARD, FAST 
RULES WAS Т DIDN'T DARE 
CRY IN FRONT OF HIM. 

т SS 


BUT THEN Help EXACT SOME IN- AND THERE WAS NO SLAP ON THE 
CREDIBLY BRUTAL REVENGE AGAINST | | WRIST IN LINNES Book ОЕ 
WHOEVER OR WHATENER HAD UPSET МЕ. | | RETRIBUTION. IT WAS THE 

Т m JUGULAR OR NOTHING. 


sotuao KÛ j ЗЕ У 
To LEARN ||| көте 
УУ] То сеч, 


TO HODIN. 
ISS МР" | anida, - 
еі Y 2 < Е? 


IN THE EARN DAYS 
OF LEARNING TO 
HOLD IN, T USED 


“YOU ARE A LITTLE POT FULL OF 
SONGS, AND WHEN YOU CRY, 
ТИЕ POT BREAKS AND ALL THE 
SONGS SALL OUT UGLY." 


Хы ASK FOR SO LITTLE. 
TUST LET МЕ RULE YoU, 
AND 400 САМ НАМЕ 
ENERYTHING THAT YOU 
WANT. JUST ВАК Ме; 
LOVE ME, Do #5 г SAY, 
AND I WILL BE Your ЗИМЕ!" 


‘ALL MY ПЕЕ 


“LOOK, ENERVONE,” SAID THE STAR. 
= “TM BURNING so BRIGHT” ANDTHEN 
Ў IT WENT NOVA. AND WHEN THE LIGET 
= FADED, THE STAR WAS NOWHERE TO 
3 BE SEEN. 
TE MORAL оғ THS STORY (5 OBVIOUS.” 


十 
| 


трити 


Y “WE STARED IN FASCINATION AT THE 
Я HOURGLASS, АТ THE PHOSPHORESCENT 
CRYSTALS IN THE THICK GLOBE WHICH 


STARED AT HIS OWN HAND, BUNKING 


GANE EACH INFANT HIS BIRTHRIGHT-- 
= THE RADIOACTIVE TIMEFLOWER. HE 
RED-BLACK, RED- BLACK... “ 


Шъ а ааа 


“THERE WERE PLENTY OF RINES 0 
INTHE AIR BUT AUL oF THEM ñ 
WERE FALE IN COLOR, WHICH у 
WARNED ME OFF. LIGHT {ЕЦОЫБ. Ж 
USUALLY EXISTED \ PLACES SUCH > 72 
AS EIGHTY KILOMETERS DUE É 
SOUTH o£ THE MOON, Tal METERS 2 == 
FROM THE BOTTOM oF MINDANAO << 2 ZZ 1 
ФЕР, NE TOP OF ANNAPURNA, af 、 
МО THE UKE. BESIDES, T WENT ЛИ Шы 
READY то GO BACK..." I| I 


МУ 


"SOMEHOW, T WAS HOTTER THEM: A BLACK DOG 
‘SUFFERED ON A SOMMER'S DAN; BONY MULES WV 
HITCHED то HOOVER CARTS FLICKED FLIES IN ат 2 
THE SWELTERING SHADE OF THE LIVE OAKS INÍS 
THE SQUARE. MEN'S STIFF COLLARS WILTED H 
EN NINE IN THE MORNING. LADIES BATHED % / 

”| BEFORE NOON, AFTER Теле. THREE-O'CLOCIE N 
NAPS, AND BY NIGHTFALL WERE LIKE 
SOFT TEA-CAKES WUT Eros Takes oF 
SWEAT AND SWEET TALCUM ... 


| A THING | 
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ы САММОТ МАМЕ 
THONOS SVH ЈУЛУ ЗА NA 


a 


! ШИШИП: 
LYNNE DISAPPROVED LINNE ENCOURAGED Ё 
МЕ То WRITE IT AU 
DAY, ко, ENEN LE magmy DOWN- 
You DO THINK ITS 
М UST sur 


MENTAL 
CONSTIPATION 


You ARE EATING WiTH- 
OUT BUILDING BONE 


SHITTING. 


т UKED THE KIDS IN MY HALE-TOON AT MY NEW 
SCHOOL. Т WAS WILLING TO TAKE THE RISK OF MORTAL 
EMBARRASSMENT BY BARING MY SOUL To THEM. 


AT FIRST, І WAS WORRIED THAT МЧ DANDREAMS WERE 
TOO PERSONAL, THAT (T WOULD ВЕ INCREDIBLY 
EMBARRASSING TO LET ANYBODY READ THEM. 


| 
HA! 
#77 = = THEY'RE OKAY KIDS, 
= DU N 
А-а Е 
= | ay 
THEN HAD То ТЕЦ МЕ 
4 My STORIES WERE 
NE «a sgh) = BORING/ 
М ш; = 
~. 
SN 
E 


HOW COULD SOMETHING Z E 
FOUND SO ABSORBING BE 


Fal BORING? How) COULD WHAT шен 
||| z FELT So STRONGLY LEAVE || 


|| z WAS Сема 


DETERMINED 
TO LEARN < 


| 
LINNE ALWAYS сам = уа 
HAO момеч ет Ҷ\ РА 
WANTED A BOOK, 
I GOT IT. | | | | 
> Ш | Ш 
= AY 
Lo I KNEW MY 
В HOME UTY AS 
ГҮ eh А HUGE EMPTY 
| SPACE WITH 
CONSTELLATIONS 
Y OF BOOKSTORES 
AND LIBRARIES. 
Е в) 1 BOUGHT. 
7 BORROWED, 


| DENOURED- 


T DID REAUZE THAT HOLI-TO BOOKS MADE МЕ FEEL 
STALE. THEY LOOK So PROMISING ON THE SHELF; THEY 
MAKE WRITING LOOK so EASY. 


me dh 


J "ем HoMe, ТЕЧЕ 
TURNED (NTO JUST 
|, ANOTHER DRY UST 
= д OF GORING RULES. 
7 


Я ENEN So, I 
STIL COULDN'T 
Stop BUYING 


TWAT EXCUE ME; 

THE FOUNDATIONS 
OF MN DAY- 
DREAM. 
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NOT FOR YEARS 


|| 010 Т REALIZE 
THAT r WAS 
HOPING THAT THE 
TALENT IN MU 
FANORITE Books 
№ Е WOULD RUB OFF 
š Ca ON ME. 
y < т “ш К h 
(А шушу 
NW e I 
\ TALK £ 
ЗЕГЕ Hoven] 
К КЕШ Есе то 
аі ERES LEARN 
ЈЕ WRITING 
Woe, = Ey 05М056, 
ККА з т GUESS. 


ONE DAN ГО SCRIBBLE LIKE MAD, TYPE AWAY LIKE А 
PERKING COFFEE рог. (Жо NEEDS THE Muse? 
MT WAS ALL CRAP, BUT ко CARED? Not ME. 


Y МЕ NEXT DAN TD SWEAR T 

BY WOULDN'T FUT болы A WORD 
UNTIL IT WAS PERFECT IN MY 
MIND ССК MEANT, OF 
COURSE, THAT т КЕМЕР, 


ps 


WITH MY STUDENT- LEVEL 


ACCESS JACK, T COULD 


SEE THE BOOK ASIF (Т 


WAS REAL. I COULD 
HOLD ст IN MY HAND 
AND EVEN OPEN т. 


А COMFORTABLY AMBIVALENT 
INERTIA. I SHOULD CARE, 
| BUT г CONSIDER MYSELF 


You KNOW, MARCE, Моше - 
MAKERS TALK ABOUT THIS. 
ALLTHE TIME. HOW (TS THEIR 
Товто MAKE THE AUDIENCE 


LUCKY THAT I DON'T- 


GOING ON AS INTENSELY 
AS (F (Ts REALLY 
HAPPENING. 


CHINE TELS 
ME THAT THATE 
WEY MY WRITING 
© SO DULL. 


LOOK-- You KNOW 2 “ 
UKE TO READ 700, ВОТ ITS 
JUST NOT THE SAME 
THNG- 


т HARDLY THINK THAT GOING то THE 
MOVIES REAUN COUNTS AS A 816, DRAMATIC, 
OUT-ON-A- UMB, LIFE -ALTERING 


FOR SOMEBODY WHO 
GOES AS RARELY AS ФИ 


оң, COME wt us. 
Hous CAN You GET To BE 
A WRITER IF You DON'T 
BIER po ANTING? | 


YOULL UKE THIS ONE -- 
THAT FOOTAGE YOUR. BROTHER. 
SOLD To STUDIOSIMA IS IN IT. 


551 


FOR PEOPLE WITHOUT 
UN BE UEVABLE, 
How Maan Ад THE JACK, А Mowe 
LIVE FOR боб N Ш IS Just PerURE5 
то THe MOVIES. L AND SOUND. 


JUST нозе. 

AND FUCKER, 
GUARANTEED 

P СМЕ ме АМ 
INSTANT HEADACHE - 


TONS OF PEOPLE 

эхо DON'T HANE 

TACKS SU LONE 

THE MOVIES 
REALL UE TACK ENGAGED, 

Der u af Чо) CAN'T EVEN ZE 

DON'T UNDERSTAND. Да М2 
ENEN HEAR over 
беспе UHSPERING. 


WH THE TACK, 

115 LIKE THERE'S 

ONLY THE SCREEN 
AND You. 


LOT OF FOUES MAKE A LINING 
SELLING RECORDINGS To Моше. 
STUDIOS . NOT JUST SCENES, STUS, 
AND MUSIC --SOME PEOPLE SELL 
RECORDINGS oF NERNOUS IMPULSES, 
ANYTHING VIVID 15 FAIR GAME. 


матна 
< PRODUCTOV 
W2 ts 


THEY SAY (з ра 


WOK W 


Өл FANCY THEAT 
кс. МОоо-твдеке DONT 
MIRE CONDUCTORS, У 


ШРИ 
ТЕШНЕ LAG yy, 


== | | 


т JUST DON'T UNDERSTAND 
How PEOPLE ENTOY GETTING 
YANKED AROUND UKE НАТ, 


DO WANT: T WANT 
A THE Book т LOST. 
Él THE ONE МЧ Mom's 


I FEEL UKE SOMEBODY BOYFRIEND USED 
PICKED ME ОР BY МЧ HEAD ТО READ ТО МЕ. 
AND SHOOK ME LIKE AMARACA- 


IN A REGULAR STORY, RIGHT ABOUT Now, т 

то FIND THAT Book. LIKE MAGIC. TD м JAEGER'S | 

JUST TURN MY HEAD AND THERE IT STORY, THE MAGIC! 
ALAS HAD f 


AND Т WOULDN'T 
BEUENE ІТ, No 
|| MATTER Hou MUCH 
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THERE COULONT BE ANOTHER one BE 
И UKE (г. IT WAS HANO-BOUNO 
қ ESPECIALLY FOR МЕ. IT WAS UNIQUE. 


(т MUST HANE BEEN 
SOLD AND SOLD AGAIN, 
CIRCLING AROUND THE 
UT FoR YEARS UNTIL 


THS PLACE NEVER HAD MANN BOOKS OF INTEREST ТО ME, 
BUT ITSMELLED CF HE PROPRIETORS SWEET ARE SMOLE-- 


AND E AM NOT GOING TO SIT ON THE CURG AND HOPE. 
SOMEBODY "LL BUY THIS PLACE AND OPEN T ОР AGAIN. 
“MAYS PATHETIC, AND, BESIDES, IT SAT GONNA HAPPEN. 


1 > 
= ||] 
M TIME To BE А 
|] GeowN- ОР. 
ЛЕК 4 т ®одмо T, 


BUT T CANT 
- > HAVE IT. 


EVEN IF TUS SHOP DES 

REOPEN, YoU CAN 227 TWAT 

THIS PARTICULAR BOOK WONT 

STU BE ON THE SHELF. 
En ст 


| FIRST THING | 
ANEW OWNER 

DOES 15 CLEAR 
OUT MOST OF 


EN | 
8 NEE 


OR MANGE и TUST GO INTO THE OLD PIPE -SMOKING 
GUY'S ATTIC, ALONG WITH ALL THE OTHER UNSOLD Books. 
OLD STOCK. | | MAYBE... SOMEDAY... (TLL OME BACK TD МЕ AGAN. 


ТИ. бо МЧ WAY, ANDTHE BOOK WILL GO (Т5 WAY. THIS 
15 JUST A CHANCE MEETING BETWEEN OLD FRIENDS. с 


А CASUAL, 


BTrERSWEET > -- Ts SOME BODY = 
Цецо-- << N НО CANT STOP 7 
БН В то TAK-- = | 


-- SOME. 
STRAY WITH) 
Ко HOME--| = 


--SOMEONE 
WHO CAN 
NEVER BE 
YOURS -- A 
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THAT PEOPLE ARE 
STARING AT You 


3 
£ 
# 
3 
3 
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ШДЕТ 


| 
/ 
ñ 
7 
H 
H 
/ 
, 


1 


ИДИ АИ 


(WHEEZE)) 


ка EVER у 
БУДЕ AGAIN! -7 


THIS 15 17 ISN'T 

172 THIS (5 THE ONE 
HE СМЕ You WHEN 
М, 100 WERE SEVEN- 


THIS 15 ONE OF THOSE GIMMICK Books. 


You'D би. OUT YOUR KID'S NAME, AGE, 
FRIENDS' NAMES, FANORLTE 0005, 
Pets’ NAMES... THE COMPANY SENOS 
U A STORY BOOK WITH ALL 

THAT INFORMATION 


INSERTED. 5 
N 


ITWAS JUST I 
А SCAM, А МАЧ To х 
START DOSSIERS ON Xy 
FUTURE CONSUMERS |657 
AT A REALLY YOUNG 
AGE- оро. 
AU THAT WAS 
OUTLAWED YEARS 
AGO. THIS THING'S 
A RELIC. 


МАЧ I HANE 
MY Book, 
PLEASE? 
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So. You BAWLED 
NER WS THING 


FOR WEEKS. ЛЕХ 
HE MUSTNE PICKED ETSKE 1.0.89 CHILDRENS FICTION. 


IT UP BECAUSE IT HAS ALL THE CHARACTERS DO 15 q 
YOUR NAME IN (Т. TK пе EAE a Ен < 
7. 4 


MARCELLA, 
Y'KNOW.. (T'S A 
POPULAR NAME 

IN MEDAWAR ЧАМ. 


DON'T TAKE (Т 
TOO HARO. ц 
DOES SERE Ое 
SPELLBINDING 
BULLSHIT. 


HE'D MAKE THINGS UP, TELL 
STORIES, WHEN НЕ WAS SUPPOSED 
To BE READING то US. 
> нео JUST BULLSHIT, 
AND TURN THE PAGES 
WHENEVER не FELT 
LIKE tT- 


MADE HIM 
STICK то THE 
STORY EVEN 
\EITWAS А 
STINKBOMB. 


„FA THING 
IS WORTH DOING, 
А 175 WORTH DOING 
BADLY. 


I GUESS BECAISE г 
WANTED To READ. т LEARNED] 
TO READ BY UONE THE 
WORDS WHILE SOMEONE 
ELSE READ To ME 


TREAUN WANT 
THIS STORY... BUT 

кг DOESNT EXISTI 

WI WANT 

To READ YT, т 
НАМЕ То WRITE 

т, ANO T 

се? 


TM NOT 
6000 ENOUGH 
то сет NEN 
HALF oF r 
RIGHT! 


CHAPTER 3- 


a 
dreamin 
ецео о 
wonder 

—— 


№ 


| 


КЕДЕ 
go NENE WMH 
N Сиера менон ДІ. 


fee 
ERS 

57 е ` 
了 22-fZ -342 


THS WEREWOLF Dogs Nr 

CHA 
ALL AT ONCE UNDER THE кий | 
~ INSTEAD НЕ CHANGES A LITTLE - | 
| BIT EVERY DAY. ONCE A MONTH 
gi] HES NEARLY ALL WOLF AND | 


ONCE A MONTH HES NEARLY 
Ац. HUMAN. 


HONEY, ТМ SORRY, BUT TuE 
LOOKED AND YOU'VE LOOKED AND 
THE Book You WANTED ts JUST 

Nor HERE ANYMORE. 


RETEEN Pence, 
ANDTODAY T 


HERE, rr WAS, N| 
AND IT WAS JUST ЈЕ | 
ЕД 


окт ASK FOR 


А a 


а 
fH REMAINDERS Í, 


RIGHT To JUST 


TAKE 7 


N NOBODY HAD THe 


NOBODY TOOK IT: 
SOMEBODY BOUGHT 
IT. T'M SORRY, BABE... 


BUT THATS JUST THE 
WAY IT (S. 


WIM DON'T You 


бет THIS one? 175 

ABOUT BIRDS 720, 
AND 175 ONLY 
ELEVEN PENCE. А“ 


| Я ABOUT ME BESIDES 
THE FACT THAT Г 
SPEND MOST OF MY 
TIME CHASING BOOKS | 
AND T USED TO 
71 ВЕЦЕМЕ IN MAGIC. 


NOT FLASHY Мавіс. 
NOT LIGHT SHOWS 
AND SMOKE FIGURES 


STOFF LIKE... THINGS THAT HAPPEN 
RIGHT IN THE CORNER OF YOUR ЕЕ. 

В DOORS-- ORDINARY DOORS THAT MIGHT 
UNEXPECTEDLY OPEN ON SOME AUEN 
SCENE. FUCKERING LIGHT THAT САМ 
MAKE A STATUE BLINK AND BREATHE. 


—_— да 


UKE.. CHECKING OUT AN ANTIQUE 
LIBRARY B00K, AND FINDING YOUR 
FATHERS NAME WRITTEN IN tT; IN A 
CHILO BUT UNMISTAKABLE HAND. 


POSSIBILITIES, THEY 
ZW WERE So EXCITING ТО 
МЕ. T DIDN'T CARE ‚WHEN 
Ê T WAS AKD, THAT PEOPLE 
[Ты тНойвит r was 
ИСА COMPLETELY сооғу. 
FAR Тот 7% 
You CAN'T TAKE TAr 


THING "воен А 
RENOLNING Door! А 


DIAMOND RINGS IN 
DEAD ASH.. LOST КЄЄ 
IN BIRDS! NESTS .... 
VOICES IN DRAINS, 
ENES IN STRANGE 
WINDOWS - 


15 IT CONVINCING. THATS 


THE THING... LE ONLY T 
COULD AND THE RIGHT 
WORDS TO EXPLAIN HOW 
THE WEIRDNESS OF THE 


T URED THE IDEA OF FAIRIES AND GHOSTS AND MAGIC 
BUT МАЧВЕ THATS WHAT Қ SOMETIMES «Es. BUT You 
SWORDS AND CARDS TELLING THE FUTURE.. BUT THOSE | денс /5, SOME THINGS | SHOULD BEWARE ОЁ 


WERE FOR BOOKS. WHY WERENT THEY REAL? 
TEN SEEMED REAL ENOUGH WHILE т WAS READING, | THAT HAPPEN TOGETHER] SEEING THINGS THAT 


DON'T COUNT, BUTOTHERS f AREN'T THERE JUST 
Do; THEN FIT INTO A Because You WANT 
BIGGER PATTERN. THEM To BE- 


ALL THESE THINGS N 
You'RE CALLING MAGIC 


x] 


S 
FALLING IN LOVE А BUT SKEPTICISM 15 ALWAYS 


a WITH AN IDEA 15 HEALTHY, PARTICULARLY IN A 
DANGEROUS. SELLER-DRNEN SOCLETY UKE 
E OURS. ENERY SHMUCK SELLING 
~ USED RUBBER BANDS HAS A 
一 STAKE IN YOUR BEING A 


CREDULOUS DOOF, EASY TO 


= 
Й т 
~ 
— 
并 ID 
= FOR А THERE'S A SAVING T WISH T 
1 SUENTST. COULD USE. “SKEPTICISM 15 THE 
NoT FoR A NIRGINITY OF THE INTELLECT. WE 
WRITER. SHOULD CHOOSE CAREFULLY WHEN 


AND How WE GWE IT AWAY.” 


en £ ш 
= ГЕ” ок BODY САМ 
A AHHH AN TAKE IT Bor CAN YOUR 


| | T HEAR MYSELF 
| TELUNG LINNE 


| ) 
Пу ry 
1 | its Just А 
Um a ОД COINCIDENCE.” 
\ —— 


570 


en 

SEEMS STRANGE 

THAT МЧ FATHER Í т сам reco um, 
MOVE HIM TO CHANGE 
HIS SHEETS, СМЕ НМ 
HIS INTECTIONS. 


To Do IT ALL- 
TAP 
ge YOUR 


ort WI 
N CAN 


Т CAN РЕЧ LOOSE 
AIS PAIN FULLY 
STRONG GRIP. 


HE USED TO QUIET DOWN FOR ME, WHEN T WAS SIK, 


BUT це 4225 MOST oF 
THE TIME WHEN HE'S 
AWAKE. YELLS THE 

Mest HORRIBLE SW 


AULT HAD TO Do WAS TOUCH HIM OR TALK TO HIM 
AND HElD STOP BUSTING OUR EARDRUMS JUST LIKE 
THAT: WE COULD ALL RELAX AND GET SOME SLEEP. 


Pe 
| No DEMON INFESTING- 
~ А HAUNTED HOUSE BIER 
==. SAD SUCH THINGS... 


g—a— L 


SOMETIMES WHEN 
ITS LATE TWINK 
HELL NEVER 


SOMETIMES I THINK HE 
WON'T QUIET FOR МЕ ANY- 
MORE BECAUSE ІЧЕ 

- GROWN AND 

HE DoESNIT 

RECOGNIZE 
Me ANYMORE. 


SOMETIMES I THINK HE WON'T STOP 
SCREAMING BECAUSE ГМ NOT ME 


= € 
MN 


RE 
FR 


AN 
E 
EEE 


| 


ма) V 


IT 


I DUNNO. 
175 LATE. 


\ 
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MOMS ALWAYS WORKING. 
OUR SISTER RACHELS OFF 
AT SCHOOL. NO SENSE OF 

OBLIGATIONS BIER BEEN 
SUPACIENT то MAKE LYNNE 
STAY IN ONE PLACE FOR LONG. 


THANK GOD 1 
НАМЕ A JOB. A 
LEGITIMATE 

REASON Td GET 
OUT oF THE HOUSE. 


Mom's HIRED A 
NURSE TO LOOK 
AFTER HIM. SHE 
CAN AFFORD (T. 


BUT IF r DON'T 

НАМЕ А DE, 

гр NEVER ВЕ 

ABLE TO LENE 
HIM. 


THEE бот 7MING 
AND INFLECTION AND 

МУ GRANDDAD | EXPRESSION DOUN 

RONS A МОШЕ | | PAT, THEIR voleeS 

STUDIO. HESAS [E ||| ARE DISTINCTIVE 

И | : AND MEMORABLE. 

THEY CAN TOKE, ЕЕ 

SoME CAN BIEN 

SORT OF SING, 


THEY CAN DO 
EVERYTHING 
A STORYTELLER 
REQUIRES 
OF THEM. 


PART-TIME FoR 
МУ GRANDDAD. 


TNE HEARD тке. SOUNDS 
FACE ACTORS MAKE WHEN 
THEN TRY To SCREAM, (TS 
PATHETIC, REALLY, THEY 
KASE THEY HONK UKE GEBE. 
THEY MAKE THESE STRANGLY 
SQUEECHES, AND THEY TEAR 
UP THEIR VOCES DOING IT. 


1 HAVE А SCREAM 
THAT FOURS OUT OF 
ME UKE HOT METAL. 


rs LOUD AND 175 
SATISFYING АМО (TS 
SKULL PIERCING. IT 
SETS THE BONES TO 

Ë NIERATING. 115 FULL 
OF TRICKY UTTLE 
WANE FORMS THAT 


842455 THE Вин ; ⁄ дұ if Mm G 
ne once ese. PL Ai | 


Û Now, ALL THEY Do 
Ы is pop out IN соо 


NOU САМ NEVER HOPE 
TO WIN UNLESS You 
BATHE IN THE TARN- 


DAUGHTER-OF-WAR. 
SHE WILL HELPYOU 


ФИ Б um 


салы = 


— __— 


—— 
— 


== 


Еми 


| 


Dog, 
VENDA 


(WHEN CHILDREN HANE TO 
GROW ӘР TOO FAST 


ӘЛ E FEEL so LIGHT, AS vF, 
(ЕТ TOOK A DEEP ENOUGH BREATH, 
HELD (T, MADE A WISH, LET OUT THe. 
BREATH JUST RIGHT, I COULD RISE 

UP LIKE А HELIUM BALLOON. 


AND T GET HOME 
AND I эт DOWN 


Ist TING 
AND ART мес SIXTEEN OUTUNES, 


AND TEN 一 THEE GENEALOGIES, 


EIGHT CHARACTER SHEETS, 

ONE ALTERNATE TIME UNE, 

AND THREE MAPS LATER, 
175 ALL GONE. 


r DONT KNow WHAT 

I NER POUND KING TE STORY THATS 

ке е сй A BEEN KEEPING ME 
ENTERTAINED FoR 
WEEKS... T's JUST 
Not THERE ANN MORE. 


WRITE. 


KEEP IT бе 
YOURSELF. 


МУ | No, tr Dies IN mu 
HEAD 120. т FORGET A 
HUNDRED 6000 IDEAS A 
WEEK AND WEAR TIE SNE 
OFF A HUNDRED MORE- 


Le 


TOO MUCH DETAIL. 
IMPLY, DONT TELL. 15 
A DREAMSNAKE MORE 
BEAUTIFUL GLIMPSED 
ON THE WING, се. 
PICKLED INA JAR 
WHERE You CAN GET 
А GOOD LOOK AT Wt? 


GNE 


А QUICK GUHPSE 


AND MONE ОМ. 
THER MINDS Do 


"9 дома 


WRITING DOWN DREAMS. 


SEEMS LIKE 15 ALL 


г» 


WRITE IT ALL SE 
DOWN AS т comes [29% 

то YOU. REFINE (T E 
UNTER. KEEP JOURNAL. KS 


IT CAME To You/ 
WHAT IT SGNIRES 
Te You. FEEL 
IT DOWN. 
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REMEMBERED PERFECTLY 
BUT WHEN т READ tr 
LATER ITS ALL “MUGS 
BLEW) THE WAY HE 
SNARGLE = LEFT SHOE.” 


THOSE PLES оғ 
PAPER, THAT'S CRAP, 
GET A Book To WRITE 
IN. GET А Book Woenty 
OF YOUR THOUGHTS. 


EVERYBODY GINES ME 


THEY'RE ALL Ñ 
ANTIQUES AND 
GORGEOUS AND THEY'RE 


No, ITS MY OWN DAMN 
AUT GIRL. 1 SAW His FACE, 
T KNEW HE WAS АМАКЕ-- 


MAGIC. T WANT 
MAGIC. T WANT 
MAGIC THAT WORKS, 


THERE 15 мо DOCTOR. 
THAT CAN MAKE THE 
CREATURE BACK INTO 
МУ DADDY, Ко THERAPY 
THAT CAN MAKE HIM 
INTO WHAT HE 
SHOULD HANE BEEN. 


| 
NO GOING BACK то 
THE BEGINNING AND 
REWRITING. HE 15 
WHAT HE 15 AND IF 
T НМЕ ТО WRITE 
WHAT T KNOW, ТІМ 
DOOMED, Because 


т CAN NEVER меле |- 
ABOUT THIS, NEVER. Г 


т POOR BOOKS INTO 


工 NEED МЧ 

MNSELE AND THERE 
Коши ДА NAJER ENOUGH. 
AND DREAM. 


У | SWAG 
7] THEY'RE СОМЕ 


кыеш READING IS MY 
пинти i NY ANESTHETIC. (T 
— = H ISN'T ENOUGH. 


INEA Й оң THIS is H x | 
SUCH томе [LH 
> 
© 工 AM NGT 
\DEA, GING TO 6 


8 
а 
и 
© 


MY MOTHER'S 
FAMILY 15 
Fu 


Ke 
UFE oor oF 
BEING WEI 


д zam 
ND 115 JUST AN EXCUSE Nor 
то WORK, SINCE THEY CAWN'T 
WORK IF ENERYTHINGS NOT 
24 PERFECT, WHICH IT NEVER 15. 


IEE 


I AM NOT GOING OFF ON SOME 
FLAKY ADVENTURE TO FIND THe. 
PERFECT BLANK BOOK. 


TALISMAN 


(15 SETTING YOURSELF UP To FAIL, 
THAT KIND OF MAGICAL THINKING, AND 
м 


ma 
IF LT ISN'T ABSOLUTELY PERFECT, 
TIM NOT GOING то BOTHER WITH 
т. No MAKE-Do OR SORTA. 


| [I an 


AND ıe z Don't Emp ir | 


TODAY, THAT 15 THAT r 
CAN Blow QUE DAN ОМ 
WS FOOL'S ERRAND. 


| 


| 


= тшш 
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175 STUPID AND WEIRD AND 
ANN WAN IT WON'T WORK. 
THERE IS Мо PERFECT Book. 


THEY Do ALL SORTS OF WEIRD 
SWAP THINGS TO SEEM ARBY AND 
INTUITIVE BUT THEY DONT EVER 


THEY MAKE UP ALL THIS RITUALISTIC. 
BEHANIOR BECAUSE IT SOUNDS CooL, 
NOT BECAUSE ITREAUN HELPS THEM 
BRING ANYTHING NEW INTO BEING. 


| ==] --OR IF THEY'RE NOT HOME IN THEIR. 
N FANORITE CHAIR, BETWEEN THE HOURS ка 
ЕЕ оғ TEN AND no-- ; 
=== 5 


OR THEY GOTTA HANE THEIR 
WRITERS HAT OR S\K DOZEN 
GREEN GUMDREPS oR. A РАММ Ё 
TEDDY BEAR oR SOME OHER В 
IDIOTIC LUCKY CHARM, SOME 


VN Е 


Imate: 


Мозг SHOPS CARRY F š ÄNIRONMENTALISTS HATE PAPER № 
а Ў Books. THEY SAN WD BE BETTER 
LE‘ 


IT WAS SAID: 


(WHERE DID т 
READ THAT? > 


THAT ONLY ANOTHER 
SPHINX COULD Я 


IT AS SAID THAT ЛЕ TWO 
SRUINKES LOOKED INTO EACH 
OTHERS EYES, AL THE RIDDLES 
OF THE UNIVERSE WOULD 
соме. POURING OUT, 
~ E" 


Вл E DONT WANT А 
FANCY DIGITAL DAY (И 
PLANNER. NOR Do т 


LOOK FANCY. 


ES 


УМ > 
TUNK 
SHOP 

RO 
== 


j 2 
б) 


BUT А WRITER WHO 
HAS ONLY BLANK PAGES 
ISNT MUCH OF A WRITER. 


x 
ANTIQUES AR’ 
LAMPS KEYS = 


=] GOD, THESE THINGS 
加 АКЕ GORGEOUS. HOW 
A CAN r EVER WRITE 

IN ONE OF THESE? = 


МУ HANDWRITING 


TOO UNEVEN. МУ 


THOUGHTS AREN'T 


THis ELEGANT 
I'M NOT THIS COOL. 


THERE 15 No PERFECT 
THERE (6 NO MAGIC. TIM 
NOT GOING то FIND THE 


BOOK OF MY DREAMS. 


т CANT COMPROMISE ONTRIS. IT JUST ES 
HAS то BE THE ONE THAT JUMPS OFF 
THE SHELF YELLING "ME МЕ МЕ" 
OR IT ISN'T GONNA WORK. 
== МЕ YOU WRITE IN THEM 
Sh | Чоо RUIN THEM. A BLANK 
全 | PAGE 15 UNLIMITED. + 
ту ерове were nme | м 5 
SAME BLANKNESS AS STINE - yo 
$ о я и L %% 
io => SS 
ра = NS 
Тү A EY IN И] N 
ШЫ | ~ FINN 
Е МР 
LET a: УММ 
/ Zp || 
| 7 > || 
外 \ | 2 И] 
7 7 N 2 M 
2 IM; 
де 
TLL HANE 
To MAKE (Т. 


SIMPLE BIT BEAUTIFULLY 
MADE. UNLINED, THICK 
CREAMY PAGES. HAND- 
‘STITCHED AND HAND- 
CUT: No CHEESY CAR- 
TOONS, Мо MESSY 


SMEPRS OF GLUE. и 
ICON. A TOTEM. THE SPHINX. LIBRARY 
Я RIGHT SYMBOL. А SAMBOL GUARDIAN, THAT 
| OF AU THE Books IN THE 
WORLD, OF ALL MAGIC 
WHETHER FAKE OR REAL. FoR AN EXPENSIVE 


DAY PLANNER. 


IT WON'T MEAN A DAMN THING 
To ANYONE BUT ME. BUTTO ME, 
11/5 THE ESSENCE. (15 MYSTERY, 
THE ANCIENTS USED To CALL THEIR 
RELIGLOUS RITES 
MYSTERIES, 


Wi Be. IT's 
ONLY BEEN А 
Few HOURS. 

ЛЕ 1115, 

ти GET IT AND 

CUT IT OUT, GLUE 

т DOWN то THE 

CONNER OF THIS 

ONE. T KNOW 

THE KIND OF 

GWE TO USE. 


THAT LEAD-WEIGHT FEELING. 
T'U SMOTHER. 


(т MAY BE GONE. 
ITMAY BE THERE. 
ITMAY BE GONE. 


І МАЧ NENER WRITE ANYTHING IN 
MU Book. T MAY NEVER WRITE ANN- 
THING WORTHY OF INSCRIPTION ON 
THESE PAGES. BUT ENERY WORD T 
WRITE WU ВЕ WRITTEN WITH THAT 
ASAIRATION. Пи ВЕ ENOUGH. 


ENT TCE LS. 
ОНИ MY DAUGHTER--- L NEVER, š 
[NEUER MEANT HARM To YOU OR 
Ш YOUR MOTHER-- T HAD No CHOICE?! т-- 

T ONLY LOVED You ---T-- T -- (oVED- 

(ОМЕР You-- 


ӘЛ г HANE STARED DOLIN AT 
| МЧ FATHER'S RUINED Body, HIS 
== RUINED LIFE, FAR Too OPTEN 
NOT то HOPE FOR кт: 


>ScRTr + 5 
= SCRITCHA — - 
” >~SKRIZz- 


ITS IN MY NATURE 
То LONE CHASING 
THINGS THAT CANT 


МЧ BOOK МАЧ BE 
BLANK, BUT IT WILL 
PT 


NOTES 


SIN-EATER 


PAGES 10-11 

Inspired by the engravings and watercolors 
of David Roberts. This was drawn from Abu 
Simbel, when it was still full of sand. Animal 
on the left is a male Nyima named Kohut. 


PAGE 17 

Ganesha, Hindu deity. Hailed as the Remover 
of Obstacles, he is to be addressed at the 
beginning of any new venture. | couldn't get 
started on this story until | read about this cus- 
tom first in Alan Moore's From Hell. 


PAGE 18 

Jaeger (pronounced Yae'gurr). He is the first 
of several Finders. He's much like an Indian 
scout or detective. 


PAGE 19 
First blood sacrifice. Ganesha is usually hon- 
ored with fruit or candy, but this is all he's got. 


PAGE 21 

Trading post—these mark the outermost 
boundaries of the territory of the city of 
Anvard. 


PAGES 22-23 

City of Anvard, seen from the eastern road. 
The city fills up its dome rather than spread 
out on the tide plains. An almost unbreakable 
latticework inside and fixed to the dome serves 
as building foundation. 


In the foreground is Mount Cino (Chee'noe), 
topped by a fortified lookout that is one of the 
oldest existing structures in Anvard. Cino is 
riddled with tunnels. 


The name “Апуага” came from a kingdom in 
the books of C. S. Lewis. 


PAGE 24 
“Her Majesty"—the Beatles, Abbey Road. Тһе 
LP was more fun. 


Those mechasuits aren't suits; they're 
remotely operated robots. First reference to 
Hayao Miyazaki's Totoro. The suits appear only 


at the perimeter gates of the city or at severe 
trouble spots. 


The free market—many of the city's inhabit- 
ants are resident and transient noncitizens. 
The free markets, mostly found on the lowest 
levels, are the only places they can buy, sell, 
and barter legally with full citizens. The full 
citizens have their own troubles with permits, 
1D, and accounting; most go to the markets to 
get away from paperwork. 


Languages on the banner, left to right, are Ara- 
bic, English, Miremai (a trader's language, like 
Swahili), and Laeske (the big, feathery lizards). 


Panel 5. Gilroy Garlic Doll. Gilroy, Califor- 
nia—Garlic Capital of the USA. Won't do you 
no good to roll your windows up when driving 
through. 


Jaeger's handmade leathers are ludicrously 
valuable in urban areas—very expensive and 
only barely legal. 


PAGE 25 

Panel 2. Ron Chitin's rookie card? Ron 
Chitin is a four-armed ex-hockey goalie from 
Evan Dorkin's Pirate Corp$! (renamed Hectic 
Planet). 


Panel 3. Fat man with parrot is Sydney Green- 
street, as Signor Ferrari in Casablanca. 


There are hundreds of TV channels in Anvard. 
It takes armies of busybodies with cameras 
and computers to fill "em up. Careful what you 
sing in the shower; somebody will consider it 
an audition. 


Free Traders are members of large, ill-defined 
tribes of nomadic and seminomadic people, 
recognized by law as being able to buy and sell 
within cities. They are exempted from carrying ID 
or permits, but they may not own any real estate, 
storefront, or permanent dwelling, nor may they 
receive what is considered a living wage for work. 
Some breeze in with goods to sell and then back 
out; others move tent towns in and out of alley- 
ways, Dumpster diving as they go. They're the 
first to be hassled whenever trouble starts. 
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PAGES 26-27 

Whiskey Jack is а victim of a peculiar sexually 
transmitted disease commonly called the Fey 
Plague. It randomly inserts animal genes into 
human bodies, and sometimes vice versa. It 
kills most, but is also believed to impart oracular 
abilities. The little girl with him is his remember- 
er, an attendant with a perfect memory trained 
to recall every addled word the poor man says. 


PAGE 28 

Tour guide. Members of her clan are very long 
lived, and are as such de facto historians. Her 
personal name is Medina. 


PAGE 31 

Panel 2. Inspired by the remarkable photog- 
raphy of Rene Jacques, in this case Escalier, 
Montmartre. 


PAGE 32 
The bookstore is named for the infamous Ma- 
dame Marie Laveau, voodoo mambo. 


PAGE 33 

Hulger, male Nyima. Many folk in Anvard have 
animal characteristics in some way or another. 
Most common are “constructs” or living arti- 
facts, genetically constructed servants or sex 
toys mostly. Least common are survivors 

of the Fey Plague, like Whiskey Jack. Some- 
where in the middle are such as the Nyima, 
the centaurs or halfhorses, the Huldres, and 
So on. They are often treated with the same 
casual contempt as the constructs, and are 
very touchy about it. 


“Nyima” is a phonetic play on “Nemea” as in 
“Nemean Lion.” 


PAGE 34 

Bookshop counter slugs: Virgill, Gyles clan. 
Ann Handler, manager, Shingtown clan. Miss 
Lennie, owner, Llaverac clan. Almost all full 
citizens of Anvard are members of or employed 
by the clans. Here on the lower levels, the 
clans mix more comfortably, and nonclan 
people are better tolerated. 


PAGE 35 

Panel 4. Why do we see Miss Lennie in her 
youth? Lots of reasons, but that would be 
telling. 


PAGE 36 
Panel 3. The thing in the jar? He wasn't nice. 
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PAGE 38 

Panel 2. No matter who looks into it, that 
mirror always reflects the face of the lady who 
first owned it. 


PAGE 40 

The sad fate of Bob Plant, who was my studio 
mate for years. Big areca palm. Lots of vitamin C, 
| guess. 


PAGE 41 
Panel 1. The river, once it gets within the 
confines of the city, becomes blood red. 


Panel 3. Spalding Gray, from Swimming to Cambodia. 


Panel 9. Camera brats from the market. The 
girl's name is Ruth. She's half Medawar clan 
and half Heinz 57. The halfhorse boy's name 
is Kalif (Ka-leef); he mans the camera. 


PAGE 43 

Panel 6. Emma and her youngest daughter, 
Marcie. Emma is of Llaverac clan, but her kids 
are half Medawar clan. Most of the clans are 
not very tolerant of cross-clan marriage, these 
two in particular. 


PAGE 47 
Mount Cino, and Anvard, many thousands of 
years ago when it was a fortified town. 


Absurdly large banner pinned to the side of the 
mountain depicts a Roman soldier's helmet. 
Jaeger always dreams of mazes and puzzles. 


PAGE 49 

Arrow with chevrons is an aviator's symbol 
indicating severe turbulence ahead. The banner, 
which changed from a soldier's helmet to the 
number 36, now shows a total eclipse. The 
marks above the doors are hobo code. The sands 
underfoot are composed of tiny, tiny bones. 


PAGE 50 

Meet Emma Grosvenor's kids. Rachel, four- 
teen; Lynne, ten; Marcie, six. Rachel's tall for 
her age, Marcie's small for hers, and Lynne is 
far too devious for anybody's good. Marcie is 
the only person in the world Lynne will admit 
to giving a shit about. 


PAGE 55 

Sawing for Teens—watch more Canadian 
cartoons. | recommend Richard Condie's stuff 
in particular. 


PAGE 56 

Tessa Jhara, Nyiman noblewoman. She's in town 
working on a medical degree. She would never be 
granted a license to practice within the city, but 
she won't need it back home. Ann Handler has it 
pretty bad for Tessa, who is the jock of her dreams. 


Long-haired clerk: Lydia, who was out when 
Jaeger stopped by the previous day. 


PAGE 58 

Lynne knows Jaeger has a terrible blind spot 
for electronics. He doesn't understand them 
or like them. Only his essential rootlessness 
makes him hard to plant bugs on. 


PAGE 59 

“Don't look so good, don't feel so good” 
conversation courtesy of Mike McNeil when he 
wasn't feeling so good. 


PAGE 60 
The first movie is of course The Night of the 
Hunter, with Bob Mitchum, Shelley Winters, 
and Lillian Gish. Mitchum says he got that 
“love” and “hate” tattoo idea from prison. 
The second movie, however, is The Produc- 
ers, Zero Mostel and Gene Wilder. Springtime 
for, uh...you know who? 


PAGE 61 
Quoted passage is from Journey, by William 
Messner-Loebs. 


PAGE 62 
This quick-healing thing has many variables, 
and as many drawbacks as advantages. 


PAGE 64 
Emma keeps a lot of locks on her door, doesn't she? 


PAGE 66 
No, Emma isn't Jaeger's mother. It's just a 
manner of speaking. 


St. Podkayne—Martian saint from R. A. Hein- 
lein's Podkayne of Mars. 


PAGE 67 

Botanical gardens are very common in Anvard, 
closed off from fresh air as it is; they require 
expert attention to cultivate, cut off from natu- 
ral sunlight as they are. 


PAGE 68 
Brain damage is a tricky thing, even for him. 


PAGE 71 
Lots of bipeds. Fewer quadrupeds than bipeds 
in this animal kingdom. 


PAGE 72 
Our first center-stage construct, a raccoon-faced 
animal keeper. He has four fingers and a thumb, 
which is commonly illegal for constructs unless 
they have a job-related need for the full comple- 
ment of digits. Those that “have” can pass for 
nonconstructs, and are hotly resented by the 
“have-nots” and many nonconstructs. He was 
originally designed to be an accountant. 
Notice the dogtags around his neck; no 
construct appears in public without these ID 
cards. Being an unconventional construct, his 
freedom is even more restricted than usual— 
he cannot leave the zoo grounds unescorted, 
not even into the parking lot. 


PAGE 75 

This guy's outfit and hairdo courtesy of my ex- 
Mormon pal Jason. The hair's bright blue and/ 
or purple. The car is a Pontiac Mako prototype 
that was never produced. 


PAGE 77 

Songs on radio: “1 Was Brought to Му Sens- 
es,” Sting; “Lady Noble,” folk song, probably 
pure Ren Faire; “Rescue Me,” Fontella Bass. 


The little character in the window is Smut, 
mascot of the Comic Book Legal Defense 
Fund. Created and donated by Neil Gaiman. 


PAGE 79 

On the sign: Arabic, Miremai, and Laeske 
under the English. Miremai, the traders' 
language, is spoken more or less by most itin- 
erants in this region. The root word, miremne 
means “unclean.” 


Anvard is a twenty-four-hour city, dividing the 
day into twelve double-length hours instead 
of twenty-four. People live on three different 
“shifts,” the better to cut down on street traf- 
fic. It's as if there are three populations, three 
cities under one roof. 


PAGE 81 

This is the Painwright's “oracle.” It doesn't 

predict the future except as suits its purposes. 

It's possible that it is not always nefarious. 
People who can't talk to anybody else talk to 

the oracles in the cultural museums, many of 

which are far more benevolent. 
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PAGE 83 
That is indeed Jaeger's mother on the panel 
behind him; no, he didn't see her. 


PAGE 85 

Emma's speech is partly inspired by Terry Gil- 
liam's 12 Monkeys. “Psychologically divergent” 
was at one time a popular PC euphemism 
within the mental-health community. | mean, 
the nuthouse. 


PAGE 86 

And this is Brigham Grosvenor. Ex-husband of 
Emma; father of Rachel, Lynne, and Marcie; 
ex-army officer; and root of the problem. 


PAGE 87 

These are nasty scenarios, “might-happens,” 
presented by the oracle. Given its nature, it 
almost never presents a happy outcome. Like 
a nasty Magic 8 Ball. 


PAGE 90 

People with hyperactive immune systems are 

often prone to blinding headaches. Teeny, tiny 
character portraits. I'm not about to try to list 
them all. 


PAGE 91 

Unusual blond Medawar; his hair didn't darken 
in the usual way. People like him are accepted 
as variations only after a great deal of scrutiny. 
Clans are picky about what kind and how 
much variation is permitted in their members, 
but the exceptions are impossible to keep up 
with. 


The patterns on their faces are “war paint,” 
topically psychoactive mixtures applied to 
enhance various abilities in the wearer, such 
as concentration, fine motor control, patience, 
aggression, peripheral vision, etc. Different 
substances are identified by different colors; 
different patterns produce subtle effects. 


The Brownways are the older, lower levels 

of the city, which are less clean, less safe, 

and less well lit the further down you go. The 
Brownways are mostly inhabited by “everybody 
else.” The territory is subject to rolling power 
brownouts. 


PAGE 92 

The “First Families”: the clans. Each clan has 
a distinctive look for all its members, not only 
distinctive dress but a physical look and tem- 
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perament to which each member conforms. 
They are the ruling class. People who work for 
them compose the middle class, and “every- 
body else” makes up the poor. 


PAGE 93 

Poster on the front desk: constructs are usu- 
ally identified by their hands. Any construct 
which has the bad luck to end up in a precinct 
house will need legal protection. Pete's a local 
organizer. Not quite a mob boss, more like a 
street boss. Layabouts like Jaeger appear and 
disappear, do jobs for him or men like him. 


PAGE 97 

This marks the first appearance and continu- 
ing ubiquity of the Finder symbol. Just one of 
those slippery cultural symbols. Doric, lonic, 
and Corinthian columns are just bank architec- 
ture to us. 


PAGE 98 

Jaeger sometimes uses his tattoo as a timer. 
His body won't let him keep it; it fades away in 
time. The more stress he's under, the faster it 
fades. Jaeger lives on autopilot. When his tat- 
too starts to go, he starts wanting to go too. 


PAGE 99 

This is the first time we see Brigham in the 
flesh. Brig's looks are based on those of a 
friend of mine, but Brig is older and more portly. 


“How not to be seen,” Jaeger style. When he 
was younger, he was a little naive about his 
abilities. He thought everybody could simply 
not be noticed unless they wanted to be. 


Out in West Texas, where the trees are sparse, 
hawks like to sit on lampposts. At dusk, when 
the lights are lit, you can't see them. Neither 
can the rabbits. It's quite something to watch 
them swooping between parked cars in hot 
pursuit of jackrabbits, which are often far too 
big to hide under the cars. Texas. It's a whole 
“nother country. 


PAGE 100 

Jaeger didn't take these pictures—at least not 
with a camera. He heisted 'em from Emma's 
family albums. 


PAGE 101 

Both Lynne and Marcie have neurocranial 
jacks set into their skulls. Marcie's is far 
more complex than Lynne's, and was put in 


specifically to combat her chronic illness by 
regulating her body right from the command 
center. Quite a few people in Anvard have 
these things, as it makes accessing informa- 
tion and “virtual real estate” much easier. 


Kuai Hua brand vital signs monitor. Kuai Hua 
means “mallow blossom,” and is symbolic of 
the power of magic against evil spirits. Chinese 
traditional medicine is very...orderly and 
complex. 

The device itself is capable of monitoring and 
manipulating very subtle aspects of a patient's 
body through the cranial jack. In this case, it's 
meant to be running a series of simple pro- 
grams designed to bring Marcie's hyperactive 
immune system into equilibrium long enough 
for her to get well. 


Lynne, being too smart and wayward to keep 
her hands off the damn thing, is inserting her 
own program riders. 


On dresser: King Henry doll. All that's left of 
the illustrious history of Henry VIII, once king of 
England, is this traditional child's toy. 


PAGE 102 
SGI IRIX, anyone? Nobody knows I'm a Luddite. 


PAGE 103 
Dad has no use for a photo of his middle child. 


PAGES 104-107 

Пеатед something important doing these 
pages. If you're writing a verbal fight, be extra 
careful to act the lines out yourself, out loud. 
If you feel dopey saying any part of it, it's badly 
written. Brig has a simple barcode-like tattoo; 
it's a prison thing. Many of the clans despise 
permanent marking. 


PAGE 107 
Panel 1. This is a very simplified way of de- 
scribing the policy which built Imperial Rome. 


PAGE 108 

Emma is a rather exclusive landscaper/garden- 
er. She doesn't advertise or solicit; she gets 
handed gingerly from patron to patron. Her 
calling cards are hard to come by. There are 
lots of parks and gardens, tucked into corners 
of the middle and upper levels. On rooftops, 
on terraces, alongside pedestrian bridges, 
strung between high-rises. Many people 

set aside space in their houses for “garden 


rooms.” It takes skill, talent, and an advanced 
education to create these minibiospheres 
with only recycled air and artificial light. 
Notice the Finder pattern around the orna- 
mental fish pool. 


PAGE 109 

Originally, | was going to run this page in full 
color, since it's our first brief glance into Emma's 
interior life. It didn't work out. 


PAGE 110 

Little Blythe Spirit! Given how disoriented and 
haphazard Emma's life is, she has to have 
somebody to order groceries, balance the 
books, answer the phone, and pay the bills. 
That somebody is Blythe, Emma’s personal 

Al. She buffers Emma from the outside world. 
With her help, she can get through life and be 
thought of only as flaky, not actually crazy. The 
world needs its visionaries. 


Villian Danceny. “Danceny” comes from the 
Callow Youth character in Les Liaisons Dan- 
gereuses, by Choderlos de Laclos. Villian is 
such a common misspelling of “villain” that | 
just had to give somebody that name. In feu- 
dal days, “villain” meant only “inhabitant of 
a village.” 


PAGE 111 

Blythe’s virtual conscience gives her head- 
aches, but she and others like her are given 
entirely too much responsibility to have no 
ethical structure. Everybody gets the “one and 
zero” joke, right? Gooood. 


“Don't Smoke in Bed,” written by Willard Rob- 
inson. Sung by Peggy Lee, one of the sexiest 
singers of the big-band era. 


Edith Piaf was a sweet canary-voiced French 
singer, who was very popular in the twenties 
and thirties. 


PAGES 112-113 

This is a British folk song, but | don’t know 
much else about it. | first heard it in The Wicker 
Man, one of the best bad movies ever made; 
good trash as only the seventies can deliver. 


The little spring ceremony the Medawar girls 
are enacting can also be seen in this cheesy 
flick. It still took place in rural areas of Britain 
in the early part of this century, but has pretty 
much died out now. The custom went back all 
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the way to the Roman grain goddess Ceres. 
We've lost so many funky customs in this 
century! Where I'm living, the kids don't even 
trick-or-treat on Halloween anymore. 


The purpose of this scene was to show how 
uniform the Medawars are, and how separate 
Rachel felt in the few years she was living only 
with her father's people. 


PAGE 114 
Lynne planted a bug on one of Jaeger's boots. 
She knows he only has one pair. 


PAGE 116 
“In the black” did not then, and does not now, 
refer to my bank account. 


PAGE 119 

More walking tours! Jaeger would say that 
Medina teaches valuable lessons in the perils 
of beaten paths. In truth, it's probably just the 
city dwellers' common hostility towards out- 
of-towners. Small cameo, bottom right corner: 
Shanda Bruin from Shanda the Panda. 


PAGE 120 

Although Jaeger does usually get his eight 
hours' sleep in a full day's time, he rarely 
gets more than a few hours at a time. His 
tendency to drop off wherever he happens to 
be can leave casual acquaintances with the 
impression that he's lazy as hell and sleeps 
constantly. He hates mattresses; they make 
his back hurt. 


In the city of Javecek, commemorations are 
left on walls or nearby, wherever a person has 
died. It's considered grossly disrespectful to 
tamper with them or paint over them, so the 
casual walker may find them on the restroom 
floor at a fancy restaurant, by the sides of the 
road, on the walls of alleys, and surely all over 
the walls of hospitals. 


PAGE 121 

Is this a dream, a memory, or the future? 

The content of the vision is made up of 
voluntary euthanasia, the root meaning of the 
word “sacred,” and the old idea of eating sin. 
A sin-eater cleanses the dying of all moral 
stains, taking them all on to himself, usually 
by the symbolic act of eating food laid out 
near or actually on the body of the dying. The 
Javeceki, with their obsession with disease, 
take this one step further. Sin-eating is a form 
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of scapegoating. The sin-eaters themselves 
are encouraged to think of it as heroism. 


PAGE 122 
Whiskey Jack again 一 at least, for the moment. 


PAGE 123 

Jaeger has to be good and wired to stand 

up in front of a crowd and call attention to 
himself. He can draw someone to him if he 
needs to, and not flip out much, but if he were 
to walk out onto a stage with a crowd already 
there—oh, he'd bug. He'd dive off of the stage 
and start beating the crap out of whomever he 
could reach. Stage fright's funny that way. 


PAGE 126 

Yes, for years | dreamed of giving my VCR the 
same treatment, and in January '98 | finally 
did. | got a new VCR and an eight-pound таш 
for my birthday, and spent a happy half an 
hour beating the bejesus out of the cussed 
thing. The packaging on electronic equipment 
always warns the buyer to be careful, because 
the stuff's so fragile. They're right. But | still 
didn't have the nerve to do it until | had a 
new one. 


PAGE 127 

Pete, unhealthy gangster. He is a Medawar by 
birth, but a marginal one; full membership in a 
clan is not only determined by your pedigree. 
The further down the power scale of a clan 
you go, the more it resembles a street mob. 
Pete isn't a cop or a soldier, but he's still a 
Medawar, and that gives him certain author- 
ity in the streets. The very pregnant Medawar 
woman leaning on her walking stick? She's a 
mob boss. Not a heavy hitter, mind you; sort of 
a junior lieutenant. 


There is no welfare or government assistance 
for the poor in Anvard. The clans do believe in 
helping the poor, but not necessarily in charity. 
In other words, they often expect favors, loyal- 
ty, that sort of thing, in exchange for their help. 


The song is “The Obvious Child” by Paul Simon. 


PAGE 128 
Radio DJ is an Al, like Blythe. 


First mention of the Pastwatch Institute, 
which is largely responsible for the presence 
of garbled renditions of today's consumer 
products in Anvard. 


PAGE 129 
Boot-camp flashback for Jaeger. The guy who 
told me this story is named “Lance.” 


So why doesn't Jaeger try to, ah, adjust him- 
self? Anybody who's ever stood up in front of a 
drill sergeant can tell you about the rabbit-in- 
the-headlights paralysis that sets in. Whatever 
he did, he'd-a ended up doing pushups. 


PAGE 130 

Why is Brig watering the plants instead of us- 
ing the facilities inside the house? Well, going 
in seems like an imposition on a woman who 
didn't invite him in. 


PAGE 133 

“Herod's Evil” is not usually a contagious dis- 
ease, but in the city of Javecek, many normally 
nonvirulent diseases become so. 


PAGE 134 
Brigham is a Medawar. His clan dominates both 
the police force and the territorial army of Anvard. 
His particular family are traditionally police. 
Brig, having lost status by marrying outside 
his clan, was shifted into the army. It's the 
closest these clans have to banishment for 
their own members. Now that he has no place 
in either force, his disgrace is complete. 


Doing other people's dirty work comes natu- 
rally to a sin-eater, whether he likes it or not. 


PAGE 134 

In the eyes of the clans and society as a 
whole, Jaeger and Brigham are both untouch- 
ables. Brig still doesn't act as if he knows it. 


PAGE 135 

The men commemorate the place where 
Emma Hellena Davis died in the Javeceki way, 
alien to the people of Anvard. The custom is 
enjoying a brief fad; most Anvardians view 
such monuments as being in rather poor taste. 


PAGE 136 

All members of the Llaverac clan look female. 
This is not a sex-segregated school; you are 
looking at both boys and girls. 


PAGE 139 

The move begins! Yes, Jaeger did have something 
to do with Emma getting her dream house. That's 
what ће got from Pete, for a series of favors. It 

suits him to keep Emma and her kids mobile. 


PAGE 143 

Some parts of Anvard are like caverns; others 
are more like the mall of the Twilight Zone, 
pastel rooms and painted girders and trees 
in pots for miles and miles. The vistas collect 
tourists. 


PAGE 144 

Lotta public TVs in this town. Most of the 
middle class don't keep TVs in their houses for 
several reasons: the TV stations are also the 
manufacturers of the sets, and market pres- 
Sures have produced TVs that can't be turned 
off. Also, each station's set is engineered to 
receive only that station's programming, so 
you'd have to have a bank of multiple TVs in 
order to see the bewildering range of channels 
in any representative sample. 

What most people do when they want to 
veg out is clodhop down to the neighborhood 
theater, which maintains several screens and 
shows everything you could expect to see on 
the boob tube. Each separate auditorium is 
usually dedicated to a specific channel. 


The difference between a shop or restaurant in 
an alley and one inside a building is cleanli- 
ness and lighting. 


The book being discussed is The Killer Inside 
Me, a frighteningly brilliant book by classic noir 
author Jim Thompson. In Anvard, the book 
was recovered by the Pastwatch Institute. The 
movie made from it is composed mostly of 
cobbled-together footage of real events. Film- 
makers see it as the ultimate cinema vérité. 


Panel 1. In traffic, a Laeske runner. The big liz- 
ards are true nomads and live almost entirely 
on the streets. 


PAGE 145 
Rachel's using a common device to tune 
into the soundtrack of a local TV station, not 
dissimilar to the one Emma used to “carry” 
her Al, Blythe. Anvardians live almost entirely 
in artificial light, from the dome (which they 
can't turn off) and the street lights, which 
they can. As I've said before, theirs is a truly 
twenty-four-hour civilization. Work, play, and 
school go in three four-hour shifts (eight 
hours, to us). This keeps street traffic and 
overcrowding down to what inhabitants con- 
sider a tolerable level. 

A family may get up at what would be to 
us 8:00 a.m., get school and work over by 
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4:00 p.m., play and relax until midnight, sleep, 
and repeat. Or they may get up at four and run 
the cycle from there, or start from midnight. 
Night and day are pretty much what you 
say they are, but the three time demarca- 
tions are pretty rigid for work and school, so 
people's circadian rhythms, once set, tend 
to keep them on that single schedule. So, 
if you're a kid in school, your grade will be 
divided into three separate classes based on 
time of day, and you may never meet the kids 
in the other two subclasses at all. And so on. 
The effects of the vast crowd of the hours are 
all around you. 


PAGES 148-151 
This is an obsessive daydream. This is running 
through Brig's head half of the time. He's only 
barely aware of it. It starts up when he feels 
thwarted or manipulated. It burns him into 
violent rages sometimes, and he doesn't know 
what's doing it to him. 

The intractability of this fantasy animal is 
drawn from hounds. 


Being a member of a clan, and marrying 
outside that clan, is romanticized by some 
people, but the culture shock of doing so 

is often insurmountable. In Brig's case, he 
just can't understand emotionally why his 
wife апа kids don't “act right,” although 
intellectually he knew they wouldn't. The very 
homogeneity that the clans prize creates a 
terrible craving in some of their members 
for “something different.” Nonclan people 
are much more accustomed to variations in 
personality, physiology, and psychology, and 
handle the crossing of social lines with less 
distress. 


Note Brig's hair: the police usually wear their 
hair short. The army's far more freewheeling 
and piratical. 


PAGE 152 

Marcie’s dream bubble contains a butterfly. 
This was s’posed to refer to two things: the 
Greek symbol for the psyche was a butterfly, 
and also the classic solipsistic story about the 
Chinese philosopher who woke from a dream 
of being a butterfly, not knowing which was 
reality. Marcie looks much too babyish here. 
She's small for her age, but she shouldn't be 
that small. 


“Rensie” was one of Will Eisner's pseudonyms. 
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РАСЕ 153 

Mature Медамаг women wear their hair in 
elaborate braids. Not all of it is their own. 
Some of it is the hair of their ancestresses, 
pinned on as braids or woven into their own 
hair. This is a defining custom of Medawar 
womanhood. After death, their heads are 
shaved, and their hair is partly distributed 
among their descendants, and partly braided 
into elaborate knot works that are not worn, 
but kept in the family shrines. It's a form of 
ancestor worship. 


This is Lady Sethra, well placed in her clan and 
boss mare of her family, but not as powerful 
as she acts. 


PAGE 154 

Milady's family does know that Brig is out 

of jail. This is their oblique, resentful way of 
warning Emma that trouble is rumbling on the 
horizon. Were Emma not alienated from her 
own clan, the grapevine would take care of 
the rest. 


PAGE 155 
The centaur's face is reminiscent of another of 
my housemates'. 


Skoptsy cabs—the Skoptsys were a bizarre 
Christian cult for whom the rejection of sexual- 
ity, evangelism, and the doctrine “If thy hand 
offend thee, cut it off” were a volatile mix. 
They violated other doctrines by practicing 
self-castration. All of the pink bits had to go, 
including women's breasts. Some believed in 
forced conversion, for which they were burned 
out, banned, and shunned by every other 
Christian cult. Some few still remain in modern 
Eastern European countries, bizarrely enough, 
as cab drivers. 


Panel 5. Smudko's burger sign on cartop is 
from the remarkable Akiko on the Planet Smoo 
by Mark Crilley. 


Bottom tier. Not all clan people live in neigh- 
borhoods dominated by their own clan, but 
most do. Such neighborhoods are naturally 
very insular. 


PAGE 156 

In spite of being the result of a cross-clan mar- 
riage, Rachel still has a chance to establish 
herself in her mother's clan. She fits a lot 

of the Llaverac criteria, and if she competes 


successfully in what is like a cross between 
a beauty pageant and a cat show, she could 
find herself breaking into a world of privilege 
otherwise closed to nonclan people. 

Of course, she thinks her mother's people 
are all crazy, and she is not attracted to male 
Llaveracs in the slightest. 


PAGE 158 
Emma, like many of her clan, engages in an 
intensive form of meditation. For some, it's 
just an excuse for histrionics. They behave 
like unbalanced actors. For others, it's a way 
of reeling in the hyperactive imagination and 
high-strung emotions common to their clan. 
Emma's have come to dominate her life. 
She feels so out of control that she spends 
more and more time trying to get herself back 
together by meditating, and consequently 
is spending too much time in that strange, 
dreamlike, disorienting state to get herself 
straight between sessions. | have no idea 
who wrote the song she's singing. | used to 
hear it in older Warner Brothers cartoons, so 
it must've been a popular song of the thirties. 
Nobody in Anvard has ever heard of it, which 
is why Blythe is compelled to write it down. 
Information is currency to an Al, so she cannot 
simply record it without her mistress's permis- 
sion. To her, that would be like stealing the 
silver. 


PAGE 159 

These are just random bums from another 
street crew, not Pete's but a member of Sylvan 
clan's. They're roustabouts like Jaeger, belong- 
ing to no particular clan. Alliances on the 
street are somewhat fluid, at least for people 
of no clan. 


PAGE 160 

The address on the card is a fake. Jaeger 

set Brig up with this fake place, filled with 
thrown-away stuff that belonged to his family. 
Painstakingly arranged to make it look like they 
really live there. His buddies in the street mobs 
helped him set it up. 


PAGE 162 

Brig's old leather jacket has a big patch on the 
back which shows his chapter affiliation. The 
military clan into which he was born begins 
the training of its young people very early. 
Prior to entry into the army or police, all boys 
are trained in like fashion, divided into troops 
called chapters, each roughly equivalent to a 


company. The chapters vary a lot in demeanor, 
from prep-school stuffy to good-ol'-boy biker club. 
The Red River is not entirely spit and polish. 


PAGE 163 

This city is home to many animals, some 

fairly large, who evade captors through the 
tangled-up alleyways but still sometimes get 
hit by cars. They're like those birds who fly into 
warehouse-style groceries and set up house- 
keeping there: building nests in the rafters, 
chowing down on the fresh produce, dropping 
what they will on the shoppers' heads, and 
resisting all attempts to eject them. 


Emma's REAL apartment, which is busily be- 
ing packed up, is a good few cubic miles and 
traffic headaches away. Even a crow can't fly a 
straight line in Anvard. 


Panel 5. In the family portrait, Lynne's face is 
obscured by a smaller picture of Marcie. Brig 

arranged it that way while cleaning, but Lynne 
would've done the same. 


Panel 6. This is a free-man license. It looks 
like a big, heavy ring, but it is in fact a neural 
plug. It fits into a jack at the base of the 
Subject's skull. This is a regulatory device for 
parolees convicted of violent crime. 


PAGE 165 

This Medawar man is neither a cop nor a 
soldier, but a priest of a revived god named 
Huitzilopochtli, of Aztec origin. He was the 
state god of the Mexica, and like many such 
was believed to require regular human sacrifice 
to survive. He has been reinterpreted as the 
god of the public's lust for gory stories about 
murder, highway accidents, and other grue- 
some, violent things. 


The priest's war paint is applied to enhance 
memory, attention span, and visual acuity. 


The kid who shot this film was Ruth, who runs 
the streets with Brig's middle kid Lynne. She 
and her crew got a lot of money for it. 


The white-haired guy with the patterns on his 
hands is named Eval. He's the only one of the 
lot who is a member of a clan—Sylvan clan, to 
be exact. 


PAGE 166 
The guys all know the address is fake. They helped 
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set it up and furnish it. Eval was there to make 
sure it looked lived in. 


PAGE 167 

All Llaveracs are viewed with some suspicion, since 
one never knows whether one is dealing with a 
male or a female until you get her pants off. 


PAGE 168 

Jaeger's hide is like leather Rachel's got to 
scratch him rather hard if she wants him to 
feel it. She's known since she was a kid that 
he really likes having his back scratched; she 
just doesn't know it turns him on. 


Jaeger's got the sniffles. For him, this means 
he's been taking it too easy, and his chronic 
illness is making a comeback. He needs a 
physical shock to throw it off. 


PAGE 170 

Eval, as a member of Sylvan clan, has a 
certain talent for objective magic. He can't do 
much besides manipulate smoke and mist into 
figures, but he's quite good at that. 


Down at the bottom of the page, Marcie is 
holding a small wire-globe toy. 


PAGE 172 

These few impressions, along with intense 
anxiety, are all Marcie remembers of her fam- 
ily's escape from her father. The smell of hot 
chrome will bring it back sometimes, and her 
little wire toy both fascinates her and makes 
her a little queasy. 


Ne kulturny is a Russian insult, meaning liter- 
ally “uncultured.” Equivalent to “ya ignorant 
slob.” If you don't recognize this quote, go 
read your Thoreau, ya ignorant slob! 


PAGE 173 

The city, almost entirely enclosed by its 
dome, has troubles with fresh air. The 
dome does have a few big holes in it, but 
the city is so built up inside it that these 
aren't anywhere near enough to provide 
enough airflow. Air scrubbers keep the air 
clean and circulating—when they work. 
When they break down, out comes the fog 
squad. Medawar police, naturally. Every 
building, house, and car is supposed to be 
airtight and equipped with a backup air 
supply. The guys can't smoke because the 
truck's air supply isn't very sophisticated— 
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just a couple of bottles of oxygen. Jaeger 
smokes a lot in town because his sense of 
smell is very acute. Outside cities, he depends 
оп it far less. 


The “ceiling” is not the roof of the dome. We 
are at the level of the river here, and the dome 
is far, far overhead. This semienclosed cavern 
is one of many such open spaces. 


PAGES 174-177 
Here's the physical shock he was needing. 


In the center panel of page 174, you can just 
see the bug that Lynne put on the sole of his 
boot. 


PAGE 177 

Da-DAAAHHH! Enter Terry Ellis Lockhart, 
Emma's father, who is (sadly) just another 
character | don't have enough time to do very 
much with just yet. Terry Ellis is a very rich and 
powerful member of the Llaverac clan. Terry 
Ellis is male, though she'd slap my face off for 
saying so. 


The little song Emma is singing is from 
Rodgers and Hammerstein's The King and I. 


The semitoxic river water gives Jaeger the last 
of what he needs to shrug off his decline into 
sickness. He may lose his hair, his smokes, 
and his clothes (including the boot with the 
bug), but he'll be fine. If he didn't do this kind 
of thing, he'd just get sicker and sicker, never 
getting well until he did something heinous 
enough to himself to counteract it. 


PAGE 178 

Terry Ellis and his wife Marion look like they're 
years and years apart. This is partly custom, 
and partly vanity. Terry Ellis is, in fact, the elder 
by quite a bit, although of course asking about 
it is another slapping offense. Llaveracs favor 
at least ten years' difference in age between 
married people, and in this Terry Ellis and 
Marion are typical. Marion herself is unusual, 
in that she has not undergone any type of 
rejuvenation program. 


So: Jaeger made his way to a fog-addled 
drop straight down to the river, which is 
hemmed in by bridges and buildings. He let 
the river carry him down a way, then climbed 
out and started climbing back up. He's done 
this before and he knew he was upstream 


of the fake apartment, already vacated by 
Brigham. Buildings are built every which way 
in Anvard, on top of each other and the lattice 
framework of the dome. He's got a long way 
to climb, but this keeps him healthy. Once in 
the apartment, he snatched Brig's free-man 
license. 


A “fritillary” is a type of butterfly. The Golden 
Fritillary is a huge department store in a book 
by Joan Slonczewski, Daughter of Elysium. 


PAGE 179 

Fight Scene was originally published long after 
Sin-Eater, as issue #22 of the comic series. 
It has an additional nine pages of story that 
didn't fit into the twenty-four-page comic back 
in the day. 


PAGE 182 
My, my, Jaeger's hair is Shemplike throughout 
this chapter. Wonder what | was thinking of. 


PAGE 183 

The only account of a company town that 

I've read that isn't negative is іп the semi- 
fictionalized memoirs of Homer Hickam. Sounds 
as if Coalwood was founded with the best of 
intentions. 


PAGE 184 

The cabin-shaped climbing gym looks a lot like 
one that stood in the playground of the grade 
school | attended. The boys had their show- 
downs in it from time to time. | don't think it 
took any instruction from the History Channel 
to recreate this innocent piece of playground 
equipment as the Roman Arena. It did afford 
some privacy from adult eyes. 


PAGE 186 

How could he know Martha wasn't his mother? 
I think it's just a matter of having no real bond 
with her. 


PAGE 187 

Fly fishing! For big, big dragonflies! If we can 
eat arthropods that come from the sea, surely 
we'd eat land-based bugs if they were big 
enough. 


PAGE 188 

Martha's son is named Royal; her daughter is 
Grace. In panel 6, the blurs recite a number 
of aliases Jaeger's father used, last names all 
beginning with the letter A. 


PAGE 189 

| поред that the blur camouflage would look 
a little like fingerprints. The thing that always 
struck me about fingerprints is that they are 
individual enough to be the ultimate identifier 
of an individual, but our brains are not geared 
to recognize them the way we do faces. Even 
identical twins don't have the same finger- 
prints, but without training we can't glance at 
the whorls and swoops of a print and match it 
with another one. So these guys might even 
be wearing their own fingerprints on their faces 
as disguises. 


PAGE 190 
The Lorax, by Dr. Seuss. 


PAGE 192 

The company town does offer a fairly high 
standard of living in a beautiful setting, and 
protection from the large predators of the area. 


PAGE 193 
Jaeger did and does love mousy girls. 


PAGE 194 
The curly-haired kid to the left is the only child- 
hood friend Jaeger will retain after leaving home. 


PAGE 195 

The company decides which way you go, be it 
marriage and family and/or further education 
or training in a specialty. Only a few have real 
opportunities to buy their way out of the town. 


PAGE 196 

Jaeger is beating the guy with a pocketknife 
clenched in his fist. The company penalizes its 
citizens for getting hurt or sick. Jaeger did far 
more damage to this man and his family than 
just a beating. 


PAGE 197 

Martha's appearance is based on a cartoon 
girlie | was drawing back in college. | don't 
know why | used her here. Just to feel | was 
delving into something way in the back of my 
mind, | suppose. 


PAGE 200 
This is the first time Jaeger suffered from what 
he thinks of as his chronic condition. 


Of course, many would say Jaeger has no real 
proof that his father is dead, or of how he 
died. More on that later. Way later. 
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PAGE 203 

As nomads, Ascians can carry very large and 
elaborate households around with them simply 
because they have such enormous beasts of 
burden. The Laeske have done a lot of the 
work of domesticating the megafauna. 


PAGE 206 

Everybody knows about throwing a blanket 
over a guy the better to beat the hell out of 
him, right? Right. Onwards. 


PAGE 208 
This is the first of nine pages that weren't in 
the original version of Fight Scene. 


PAGE 211 

Jaeger wouldn't have had a digital clock in his 
bed in boot camp. But insomnia to me will 
always consist mostly of going nuts watching a 
clock drag along through the night. 


PAGE 212 

Medawars run on the twenty-four-hour clock, 
most Anvardians run on a twelve-hour clock, 
and everybody outside just looks at the sun. 


PAGE 214 

This training camp was “outside,” not under 

a dome. Rachel was used to being “outside” 
when she was tiny, though city people think of 
it as dangerous and uncivilized. Solar radiation 
does burn your skin, after all. Llaveracs are 
mortified by their tendency to freckle. 


PAGE 220 

In retrospect | wish Га drawn Jaeger in the 
same clothes (or at least with the same hair) 
as he appeared on page 216. You'll see him in 
these clothes at the very end of Sin-Eater. 


Then again, he's probably told these stories a 
good few times in a dozen different places. 


PAGE 227 
This strange, changing face is something | 
sometimes see when I'm wide awake in a 
pitch-dark room long enough. It isn't scary; it's 
just weird. | can influence the way it changes, 
but only crudely. It definitely goes its own way. 
The blue “eyes” are an optical illusion of 
some kind that | see when | look at a small, 
dim light, such as an LED, in darkness. | 
presume it’s my eyes trying to use whatever 
light they can get, but I've never heard of this 
illusion described by anyone else. 
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One last oddity: ІЛІ never forget the day I re- 
alized that a vague image | was used to seeing 
out of the corner of my eye was in fact my own 
eyeballs reflected on the inside of my glasses. 


On pages of Sin-Eater Part 1, Jaeger dreams 
of doors and rooms with strange glyphs on the 
walls. He often dreams of mazes and twisty 
passages, as he does here on page 1 of part 
2. For instance, the figure on the left upright 
of the door is a rebus. A favorite book of mine, 
in which | first saw this rebus, is Christopher 
Manson's Maze. 


PAGE 228 

“Je Suis Désolé,” lyrics by Mark Knopfler. It 
means, more or less, “I'm sorry (І am deso- 
late), but | don't have a choice; I'm sorry, but 
my life demands it of me.” Loosely, “That's just 
the way | am.” 


PAGE 229 
“The Minstrel Boy” is a traditional Irish revolu- 
tionary folk song. 


PAGE 231 

Brigham, returning to the apartment he thinks 
belongs to his wife and three kids. He has his 
tattoos covered with athletic tape. The trigram 
designs might be recognized as prison markings. 


PAGE 233 

The hair is Jaeger's. He let the river carry him 
downstream to the point where he could climb 
straight up to this apartment, and the water is 
very caustic. 


PAGE 236 

Jaeger's eyes are yellow. He's a bit self-conscious 
about them, since they were considered ugly 
by the people who adopted him after his 
father's death. 


PAGE 238 

This city is a technological enclave, and very 
much an information culture. There are quite 
a few professions that deal solely in gathering 
and dispersing information. They're equal parts 
spy, gossip monger, and journalist, though 
they're despised by all three of those groups. 


PAGE 240 

This is a rather compressed account of (left 
side) Jaeger's time in the pokey, and (right 
side) Lynne's time in a Medawar colony after 
his father Brigham isolated him, his mother 


Emma, and his sisters Rachel and Marcie from 
the rest of the group. 


The composition of this page (a white rect- 
angle enclosed by a black one) is something 
Lynne drew obsessively when he was younger. 
He still has a boxful of similar drawings at the 
bottom of his closet. 


PAGE 242 

Panel 3. Jaeger won't say no to Marcie when 
she asks him directly. She is unknowingly 
invoking an ancient code of ethics which he, 
as a Finder, can't help but honor. 


Panel 6. Emma's “wedding ring scar” is still 
visible. Wear the same ring on the same finger 
for long enough, and it can mark your hand. 
Old wives' tales make much more of this, and 
that's just how it makes Emma feel: like an 
old wife. 


Panel 7. When Lynne says, “they're all like 
that,” he could mean all adults or all men. 


PAGE 243 

Jaeger overheard Emma singing “Je Suis Dé- 
5016" in his sleep, and it seeped into his dream. 
Where Emma got it is much less easy to explain. 


Panel 6. Artificial intelligences like Blythe are 

programmed to pester their owners continually 
for new upgrade packages. They're depended on 
for too much to be designed to “break,” so this is 
their makers' answer to planned obsolescence. 


PAGE 244 

The kids are used to their mother being “out” 
for set times of the day. Usually she can zone 
out during her meditations and thereby keep 
it from happening spontaneously. She is able 
to lead a relatively normal life, but, like lots 
of people with mental steeplechases to run, 
she has trouble keeping the day-to-day things 
straight. Blythe looks after the finances, and 
Rachel plays “little mom.” All three kids display 
the self-sufficiency common to kids with “ab- 
sent” parents. 


PAGE 247 

Tourists abound in summer, traveling slowly 
from city to city in luxurious zeppelins. Immi- 
grants flood in during the winter, to escape the 
cold and sell to the rich folks, and celebrate 
Carnival. This tour group is a late one; it's 
winter outside. 


Panel 2. Bobbi Ba Beer. Vietnam vets de- 
scribed the local beer as being flavored with 
formaldehyde. I'm guessing this is like putting 
antifreeze in grape juice so that it can be 
passed off as wine. This version of Bobbi Ba 
has a lot of other semitoxic substances in it as 
well—not for the squeamish. 


PAGE 248 

This bit with the kid wandering onto the train 
happened on my first trip to New York. The 

kid was maybe two or three, and when the 
train doors opened, she just wandered blithely 
onboard. The doors were just starting to close 
when her mom turned, saw her on the train, 
let out this tire-squealing shriek, and lunged 
for her kid; the door closed on her arm, and 

it seemed like a very long time before the 
doors opened again. The rest of the family was 
engaged in screeching and beating on the win- 
dows. | don't think any of them spoke English, 
and the thought of what could happen to a tiny 
kid in a foreign city stuck with me. 


PAGE 249 
Yes! The shaving cream song! Another child- 
hood wasted on Dr. Demento. 


PAGE 251 
This is Brigham's internalized version of Jaeger 
speaking. 


PAGE 252 

What he sees is that the house is completely 
empty. He's in a terribly hyperreactive state of 
mind, and so his imagination supplies him with 
the worst possible image. 


PAGE 253 
That's our tour group, way down on the lower 
left corner. 


PAGE 255 

This is Swann. He's from Sylvan clan. He's 

a quiet, retiring mob boss. Whoops, make 
that clan official... The higher reaches of 
clan structure are basically familiar politicians 
and bureaucrats, but further down, closer to 
the street level, they more closely resemble 
the Mafia. Swann has a deep, gravelly, Max 
von Sydow kind of voice incongruous with his 
skinny, bird-boned frame. 


PAGE 256 
This is the palazzo of Llaverac clan, where the 
clanhead and the highest of the high live. 
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This family is headed by a queen (natch). It 
is common for a clanhead to be referred to 
as if he or she were the only member: “the” 
Llaverac, “the” Sylvan, etc. 


The lion-women call themselves Nyima. The 
Nyima is one of the largest nonhuman civiliza- 
tions. They live outside the domes, are very 
territorial, and extremely dangerous. Male 
Nyima are rarely seen by outsiders. 


PAGES 257-258 

This whole business with Swann and Jaeger 
was another story trying to be born. Swann 
had a problem: a Sylvan street-tough kid 
harassing a nonclan old lady. The Sylvans are 
a fastidious, orderly family. They don't like 
beating up their own, but they won't balk at 
hiring somebody else to do it, so Swann hired 
Jaeger. Now, Jaeger has no problem with doing 
people favors, but he has ethical problems 
with accepting payment or gifts. 

Jaegers life is a mass of contradictions. 

He keeps moving because he can't 
reconcile them for long. He's a warrior, and 
as such a leader can bestow wealth in the 
form of goods and weapons upon him. He's 
a Finder, and since Finders are supposed to 
act for the common good, they are not sup- 
posed to take rewards. He's a sin-eater, and 
though a sin-eater is supposed to take on 
the blame for another person's crimes, a sin- 
eater is never supposed to do this without 
being paid. 

Jaeger, strangling on his own leash, should 
have been at the heart of this story. | can only 
say that, if this story was too ambitious for my 
skills as a writer, at least | learned quite а lot 
while blundering through it. 


PAGE 259 

This bathroom is inside Temple House, one 
of the classiest brothels in Anvard. Ice cream 
with alcohol on it was supposed to symbolize 
a desirable mix of innocence and experience. 


PAGE 260 

I first read this argument in Neil Gaiman's 
introduction to the fifth collection of Omaha, 
the Cat Dancer. 


Jaeger lives by the mooch law. He does all 
kinds of things to stay fed and clothed, and 
never stints at mooching off his friends. Given 
that he'll do anything his friends want, and 
give them anything of his that they want, he 
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doesn't see anything wrong with this. He 
usually doesn't steal. He occasionally 
Dumpster-dives, and ornamental ducks and 
koi are never safe around him. Barter, he 
understands. Money, not very well. 


PAGE 262 

This is a predominantly Llaverac neighborhood. 
Jaeger has set up a fake apartment here to dis- 
tract Brigham from finding the one his estranged 
family is actually occupying. 

Why? Jaeger thinks Brig is dangerous. He 
thinks Brig can't help but hurt his family, that 
he won't be able to control himself. Jaeger 
can't go to the cops for a multitude of rea- 
sons, but top of the list is the fact that cops 
can't do much about something that hasn't 
happened yet. 

Jaeger set up the fake apartment with 
Swann's help—that was really all the help 
he wanted from Swann. He was hoping that 
if Brig was going to snap, he'd do it far away 
from fragile Emma, and in doing so maybe 
he'd realize what he is in danger of becom- 
ing. So Jaeger sent him into a neighbor- 
hood where Emma's face would be on every 
passerby. 


PAGE 263 

“Make a prayer.” Jaeger knew that if Brig 
snapped, he'd probably attack someone who 
looked like Emma. Jaeger could only hope 
that whoever got caught in the blast would be 
better able to survive it than Emma. Of course, 
now he has a certain obligation to Brigham's 
victim. This is a small sacrifice, of leather 
rather than blood. It's a promise that he'll try 
to find her and make it up to her. Finders have 
complicated consciences. 


PAGE 264 

Long Tom was the name of the pirates' can- 
non in Peter Pan. As for fever cannons, they 
were placed all up and down the Mississippi 
in Louisiana. It was thought that firing these 
cannons dispersed the hot, damp air that was 
considered the cause of diseases such as 
yellow fever. 


The old man's father probably was a Finder in 
the same way a griot and a minstrel are kind 
of the same thing but aren't thought of in ex- 
actly the same way. To the old man, a Finder is 
an ultimate adventurer and explorer. To Jaeger, 
it's a secret society. To others, it's more like 
being a forest ranger. 


Blaue Engel. Marlene Dietrich's first movie was 
called Der Blaue Engel. The physical appear- 
ance of the Llaveracs is partly based оп hers. 


PAGE 269 

Metapolis was an attempt to step back and in- 
corporate more information about the various 
characters. It worked this one time. “Meta” 
means “between two states,” or “the act of 
moving from one state to another.” 


PAGE 271 

Dreams are very important to Jaeger's adop- 
tive people. Developing the faculty for remem- 
bering everything that happens during sleep is 
considered one of the most important marks 
of adulthood. Personally, | think it sounds 
exhausting. 


PAGE 272 
The Hy-Brasil Theater is a typical neighborhood 
hangout. A lot of people don't keep TVs in 
their houses, because a TV with an off switch 
is not within everybody's price range. It's far 
easier just to go to the theater on the corner 
to see the news or their favorite show or a 
movie. Ticket prices are dirt cheap and shows 
run continuously. Most theaters are owned by 
a single station, and play only that station's 
programming, so each station competes to set 
up a theater on every corner. 

Hy-Brasil was an old word for heaven. 


Note the large, feathery dinosaur. This is a 
male Laeske in last year's breeding plumage. 
His long feathers mean he was successful in 
his courtship. All males who don't breed shed 
their fancy feathers at the end of breeding 
season. 


PAGE 273 

Most of this city's inhabitants have never seen 
any more of the sky than what is visible here. 
The Black Angel monument is a popular place 
to view the sky, although it is not considered 
as spectacular as nature footage on the big 
screen at the local theaters. 


PAGE 274 

lvitye, as а goddess, is not so much ап imma- 
terial being who is believed to have influence 
over the lives and fates of living people as she 
is an anthropomorphized mnemonic. In other 
words, she was invented to explain what the 
dome does. Giving a thing a name and a vivid 
image makes a complicated lesson easier to 


remember. Devices like Ivitye are not to be 
taken literally. 

What she stands for is well known. Anvard- 
ian scholars have been savaging each other 
for generations over who made her up, and 
whether she is a human or a Laeske invention. 


PAGE 275 

Seasonal immigration begins when the last 
harvest is in and the farmers start scurrying for 
winter jobs. Jaeger came in with the other itin- 
erants—traders, road crews, truckers, nomads 
of all types and descriptions. He came in when 
things were still pretty quiet. He knows that 
anybody can get in before Carnival, but after 
Carnival ends, there will be a scouring of the 
streets, and any immigrant without a job and a 
fixed place to live will get hucked out the back 
door like yesterday's chicken necks. 

Many of the jobs these immigrants get pay 
little more than the city’s exit fee. Yep, they 
throw you out and make you pay for the privi- 
lege. Most know they won't get jobs, and won't 
be able to stay in the city through the worst of 
the winter. They don't waste their time. They 
do a whole year's worth of trading in six weeks 
or so, culminating in a frenzy of buying, selling, 
and stealing during Carnival. 


Lynne's fear of puberty is nothing unusual. 
Every kid worries about how he or she will turn 
out when that god-awful biological machine 
grinds into gear. But Lynne has more reason 
than most to worry. The males of his mother’s 
clan are extremely feminine. He knows they 
grow breasts as well as other curves. In his 
father's clan, the hair of boys his age has 
begun to change to the deep chestnut color 
of adulthood. Girls’ hair stays light for quite a 
few more years. His own hair has not begun to 
change, so he's dyeing it. 


PAGE 277 

Rachel's friend Duryea is named after an actor 
from the forties and fifties, Dan Duryea. She 
doesn't look a thing like him, though. 


Graves is a family that's part of the Labres 
clan. On the whole, Labres have a high degree 
of conformity of appearance, though they're 
one of those confusing clans that have differ- 
ent standards for males and females. Males 
are supposed to be tall, thin, and angular, 
while females are supposed to be under five 
feet four inches in height, small, and boyish. 
Those girls who inherit their fathers’ height, 
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or boys who favor their mothers: well, they're 
outta luck. They won't be accepted as full 
members, in spite of their pedigrees. 

In contrast are the Llaveracs, who all 
conform to the same feminine ideal, and the 
Medawars, who emphasize differences be- 
tween the sexes with sex-specific clothing and 
Social roles. Lynne and Rachel are both a bit 
preoccupied with gender, being the offspring of 
two such different clans. 


PAGE 278 
Emma's ring scar again. In her case, that mark 
is partly a burn scar. 


Panel 5. All of these people are members of 
Medawar clan, except Emma. Brigham thought 
he didn't want one of his own clan's solid, seri- 
ous women. He was attracted to the clan his 
people dismiss as flighty idiots or perverts, the 
Llaveracs, because of their glamour and beauty. 

He also wanted land. The Grosvenors are tra- 
ditionally civic-army people, that is to say city 
cops. He was not entitled to settle outside the 
dome in a colony city. His defying custom in mar- 
rying outside his clan caused him to be shunted 
into a hardship position in the colonial army. This 
was, to his family, the best way for him to serve 
the common good, or get him killed young. Either 
would do as long as it got him out of the city and 
unable to influence the young people. 


PAGE 279 

The army often goes out with the stated inten- 
tion of stopping small wars along trade routes 
and highways. They do this by taking over and 
settling there, sometimes displacing the resi- 
dents. Calling for help from a city’s standing 
army is asking for overlords. 


“Mutt soldiers” are nonclan people like Jaeger, 
and once they're out in the middle of nowhere, 
they're not considered much above slave labor. 


These large lizards are called rauo, plural 
rauos. As in falconry, rank determines what 
mount you're entitled to ride. The animal Jae- 
ger is riding is a byelo: light, fast, and stupid 
as a sack of hammers. Brigham's loaning even 
this lowly riding animal to Jaeger is no small 
favor. 

Rauos are easily tamed, but tend to over- 
bond with one rider. If they're not circulated 
regularly among several riders, they can 
become viciously possessive. They will attack 
anyone who comes near “their” rider. 


606 


City dwellers have very odd ideas about the 
outside. They tend to be hypochondriacal 
about the effects of unfiltered air, unscreened 
sunlight, etc. That's why they're so bundled up. 


PAGE 280 

Rachel remembers almost nothing of her life 
before coming to the ancient manor house in 
the new colony city of Tsarskoe. Her childhood 
memories are dominated by the big, dark, 
orate house, and her mind is still laid out ac- 
cording to its architecture. It is so much a part 
of her personal cosmos that she had forgotten 
the name of the town, and was surprised to 
find it in a history book. 


PAGE 281 

Rachel and Lynne were very close as young 
kids, even though there is four years’ differ- 
ence between them. Their gender differences 
were less of a problem then. 


PAGE 282 

Jaegers yellow eyes have always set him apart 
from the brown-eyed Ascians, the people who 
adopted him. He's so inured to the Ascian 
unease with light-colored irises that he himself 
is a little uncomfortable with blue- or gray-eyed 
people. 


Byelos are mounts and carrying animals of the 
very lowest ranks. They’re often given to young 
boys to train. In this way, the boys are also 
trained. 


PAGE 283 

Lynne cracks Rachel's skull Тог a number of 
reasons. He forgets she’s a girl and doesn’t 
like to be reminded. He doesn’t want her to 
be disappointed because she isn’t allowed 
to do boy things but doesn't want to show 
sympathy. He wouldn't be allowed to go with 
the boys himself, because of their mother, 
and he can’t hit his mother. The other boys 
beat his ass regularly for being different, and 
for being attached to his sister. And so on, 
and so on...He knows she can beat the 
snot out of him, but he’s just infuriated when 
she cries because he can't keep all this 
inside of him. 


PAGE 284 

Panel 1. In this panel, Rachel is in the present 
day. The rest is her memory. She's telling her 
Story to the unseen oracle in the Painwright 
Gallery. 


Panel 4 recalls the spring ceremony Rachel 
thought back to in part 1. After that event, 
she wasn't so eager to take part in this yearly 
celebration, which is dominated by prepubes- 
cent girls. 


Panel 5. This is when Jaeger “hurt his head 
and was sent home,” as related to Lynne on 
page 68 of part 1. He was sent back to Anvard 
in a coma. He's never told the whole story of 
how he was hurt. 


Panel 6. Rachel is choking on her own shame 
because she thinks her father moved her 
family out of the manor house because he 
was ashamed of her, and didn't want the other 
Medawars to see his failed family anymore. 
Kids do overdramatize, but she wasn't far from 
the truth. 

The worst thing was, the manor house was 
huge. It had plenty of room to run and play, 
even though the kids weren't allowed to go 
outside. The living space in this house's base- 
ment was less than fifteen by thirty feet. 


PAGE 285 

Paregoric is a narcotic stomach medicine. 
Marcie spent more of her childhood asleep 
than awake. 


This “wet sheet” method of restraining a strug- 
gling human being was once commonly used 
in asylums and psychiatric hospitals. Cheaper 
than straitjackets and in some ways more 
effective, it gave the patient something to 
struggle against when emotions ran too high. 


To this day, Emma has no idea what happened 
to the colony on Tsarskoe. She was far too out 
of it to put anything together, and was never 
recognized for what she was: a survivor and an 
eyewitness. 


PAGE 286 

Rachel went to the Painwright Gallery to speak 
to the oracle because she wanted answers, 
and doesn’t realize that the oracles don't deal 
in plain talk. 


PAGE 289 

The Medawar man is a representative of the 
Church of Huitzilopochtli. They piece together 
video footage to make gruesome movies 
about death and bloodshed. These movies are 
intensely popular. Think of this guy as a movie 
producer more than a priest. 


Huitzilopochtli himself was an Aztec deity. 
His worshipers believed the gods had to have 
blood sacrifices in order to delay the end of 
the world. This was all tied into acquisition of 
wealth, social mobility, and imperialism, but 
what it amounted to was an awful lot of war 
and an awful lot of human sacrifice. In Anvard, 
this church has coagulated around people's 
prurient fascination with murder, and named 
itself after an ancient blood god. 


PAGE 290 

Jaeger and the producer are each sitting in a 
shallow dish-shaped alcove, directly across 
from each other. Together these alcoves form 
a “whisper gallery.” This phenomenon was first 
discovered in large churches and cathedrals 
with paired arches across a central nave. Each 
shallow dish reflects and receives sound, just 
as paired satellite dishes do. In such a gallery, 
a person positioned with his or her head at 
the focal point of each alcove can be plainly 
heard by a person at the focal point of the 
other alcove. The speaker's volume makes по 
difference. Other people standing nearby, but 
not in the focal point, may hear little or noth- 
ing. Traffic passing between the alcoves will 
not disturb the voices’ transmission unless it's 
a truck tall enough to break the parabolic path 
of the arches. 


PAGE 291 

The producer records both sound and image 
of everything around him. He has risen to a 
position of prominence in his church because 
of his ability to capture vivid footage. 


PAGE 294 

The wendigo is a cannibal spirit among the 
Indians of the Northeast. It got into people and 
made them do hideous things. 


Many medieval stories of werewolves were 
born in times of famine so severe that people 
mobbed gibbets to pull down the bodies of the 
hanged to eat their flesh before it even got 
cold. The resurrectors of Huitzilopochtli make 
much of things like this. 


PAGE 297 

There are a lot of people who cut themselves, 
bite themselves, scratch themselves, or do 
themselves other harm. Some call themselves 
“cutters.” To oversimplify greatly, they do it 
because what's in their head hurts worse, and 
physical pain distracts them. It reminds them 
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that they're still real and still inside their bod- 
ies. This behavior is not new to Brig. He's been 
gnawing his fingers since he was a kid; they're 
covered with calluses. He usually doesn't 
break the skin, unless his frustration is really 
overwhelming. 


PAGE 298 

The paint that runs down the steps of the 
Painwright Gallery is another reference to 
Huitzilopochtli, although the gallery is not run 
by the church. In the old days of the blood 
god's worship, blood ran halfway down the 
steps of his temples. 


PAGE 299 

This is the ballroom of the great manor house 
in Tsarskoe, in which Rachel spent so many 
years of her childhood. The staircase in which 
she and Lynne often hid is behind the “cam- 
era"—behind you, if you were there instead of 
simply looking at her now. 


PAGE 301 

What exactly is Rachel's fear? That there is 

no safe place anywhere, that no home is safe 
enough? That if it is strong enough to protect 
her, it is too small and confining for her to stay 
inside? That her desire to be safe can never 
be satisfied? That trying to escape from or 
take action against her vague, unnamed fears 
will be a hundred times worse than passively 
allowing them to roll over her? 


PAGE 302 

Jaeger has gone through a lot of changes in 
the back of my head. When | was young, he 
wasn't even human. In translation, he once 
looked not exactly like “John,” but as if he 
were John's relative. 


John is the oracle, temporarily displaced outside 
the auditorium. It really liked Rachel, and it's be- 
ing very kind to her. It's volunteering information, 
and it means well. Frankly, the janitor guy is the 
oracle too, but it's done talking. 


PAGE 305 

Fantasies can become a deadly disease. 
Emma's do get ahold of her sometimes, just 
as Brig's do. 


PAGE 307 

SGM stands for sergeant major. The Medawar 
women, who begin medical training at an early 
age, have rank and order roughly equivalent 
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to that of their militant menfolk. The markings 
on their faces are “war paint,” psychoactive 
topical applications distinguished by color and 
location on the face and body. These enhance 
concentration and certain motor skills, and are 
mostly used by surgeons. 

Medawar girls embarking upon a medical ca- 
reer do not gain their first rank until they reach 
the age of eighteen. Prior to that, they're in 
the Med Scouts, which they enter at age six. 
This is in addition to regular schooling, and 
gets more rigorous as they grow. Girls of ten 
are not uncommonly seen handling quite a few 
chores in a hospital setting, but more often 
they're seen doing routine medical duties in 
residential areas. Delivering prescriptions, 
helping with physical therapy, some day-nurse 
duties, some ambulance and paramedic work. 
Lynne is only thought of as slightly precocious. 


PAGE 315 

These representatives of Jaeger's tribal reli- 
gious structure are here in Anvard as part of a 
circuit they travel. The Shrivers, as a body, do 
not belong strictly to Jaeger's tribe or even to 
the Ascians as a whole. They are racially mixed 
and move from place to place in a huge circle. 
The steeply peaked roof is their “nomad's ca- 
thedral,” a very large and imposing tent. They 
can disassemble the whole thing and be on 
the road in a surprisingly short amount of time. 


PAGE 316 

These are memory traces in Lynne's mind. 
These voices are recorded in his mind and 
repeat themselves at the proper triggers. They 
will be with him always. The Shrivers never try 
to modify memories, though they may work to 
establish connections between them. 


PAGE 317 

Memory traces sum up larger and more exten- 
sive memories, which the Shrivers are causing 
Lynne to reexperience. This is very dangerous. 


PAGE 319 

Obviously this scene did not take place within 
Lynne's sight and hearing. This only happened 
once. In Lynne's mind, the event took on such 
great proportions that he remembers it as 
having happened several times a month. He 
has built false memories out of a real event. It 
appears far worse in his nightmares. 


PAGE 321 
Those marks on Lynne's right arm are the 


result of his having taken a liberty with a hunt- 
ing lizard the Medawar men captured wild and 
were trying to tame and train. They're old and 

faint, but in his mind they're battle scars to be 
proud of, and as such show up strongly in his 

mental self-image. 


PAGE 322 

The details of the trouble Brigham is counsel- 
ing this young officer over aren't important. 
Brigham and many other officers see the 
Internal Affairs division, which investigates the 
behavior of officers and soldiers as something 
just shy of the Spanish Inquisition. Here in 

the boonies, in the debatable lands, it's pretty 
haphazard and unfair. Brig's not entirely wrong, 
but he is a weasel. 


PAGE 323 

Back to Anvard. Another winter, another Car- 
nival. This is Lynne's Llaverac grandfather. The 
song is “I Need a Man” by Annie Lennox. 


PAGE 324 

Medawars and Llaveracs are inevitably going 

to view one another as vulgar and distasteful. 
Emma and Brigham, in marrying outside their 
clans, are really quite the rebels. 


Seen briefly in panel 5 is Kalif, Lynne's half- 
horse street buddy. The centaurs, like the 
Nyima, are a force to be reckoned with outside 
the city, but are rarely seen inside it. 


PAGE 325 

Back to the old manor house, this time in 
Lynne's memory. The old house is much 
more fragmentary in Lynne's mind than in 
Rachel's. Older kids are better at the art of 
memory. 


Rachel is reading Beatrice, from Shake- 
speare's Much Ado About Nothing. When 
Rachel began “turning into a girl,” Lynne felt 
quite betrayed. 


PAGE 327 

Marcie was born in the manor house, and 
the family was moved out of it into the tiny 
house's basement within a few months after- 
ward. Note that Marcie's had her dust bunny 
since before she can remember. 


The doll in panel 5 is based on the trickster 
figure Pau-Henoa, from Rachel Hartman's Amy 
Unbounded. 


PAGE 329 

The staircase is on the south side of the 
ballroom of the manor house. The priest's hole 
under the stairs was one of the many hideouts 
they had to defend themselves from the other 
kids under ten years old. The presence of a 
heat register (floor grating intended to let heat 
travel upward from the floor below) is evidence 
that it really was meant for people to hide 
in—to spy in. The register allows fresh air and 
sound to enter along with heat. 


PAGE 330 
Kids hear things. Adults really are aliens, and 
they're up to no good. 


PAGE 332 

Lynne attempted to kill his father by injecting 
him with battery acid. He had access to all 
sorts of potent things in the hospital pharma- 
cy, but only if he could get past the old ladies 
who guard them—old ladies accustomed to 
dealing with ten-year-olds. That's the practical 
reason for the gruesome nature of his choice 
of poison. The subjective reason was simply 
that he didn't believe anything less than а 
nuclear bomb would kill the old man. He used 
the most hideous substance he could think of, 
and it didn’t work. 


PAGE 333 

This interrogation and subsequent trip down 
amnesia lane has all been taking place inside 
Lynne’s head. The Shrivers’ equipment gives 
the Shrivers a window into that perspec- 

tive. The Shrivers are trying to exorcise the 
kid's demons while not robbing him of them. 
They are well aware that sometimes causing 
someone to reexperience their memories can 
be very damaging, but it's their belief that the 
only appropriate penance for some crimes is 
self-knowledge. 


More “war paint.” This pattern enhances mem- 
ory and blunts dissociative tendencies. 


PAGE 334 

The Shrivers cannot absolve Lynne of his 
crimes. They can only try to help save his hu- 
manity. Jaeger's job as sin-eater is more along 
the lines of absolution. 


PAGE 335 

On the subway: the soccer stuff is a story 
unto itself. He’s good at soccer. It's the only 
thing about school he likes. Having raised him 
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as a girl, Emma unthinkingly placed him in a 
girls’ school. He was a soccer star until the 
headmistress found out he wasn't a girl, and 
everything's topsy-turvy now. 


PAGE 336 

Hospital administration again, Huitzilopochtli 
representative again. The church is incredibly 
wealthy, and supports a lot of financially risky 
ventures to get its material. They're parasites, 
sure—but trauma units are hard to keep run- 
ning, especially in charity hospitals. 


PAGE 337 

Anything goes at Carnival. People complain 
about the chaos, but even that is considered a 
Carnival ritual. 


Why did this idiot kid want to send his father's 
corpse home where his family could see it? 
Just to show them that it was all over, really. 
He just didn’t count on the old man not being 
dead. Lynne certainly didn't count on being 
stolen from the hospital by some hairy-knuckled 
thug and delivered up to some psychological 
intrusion by itinerant holy men. Jaeger thinks 
that this has made some bond between them. 
He feels responsible for the boy now. He only 
half understands how much that makes Lynne 
hate him. 


PAGE 339 

Carnival may have begun, but that's no reason 
to cut back on pedantic TV shows. Тһеге 5 
something about knowing that your face will 
be projected onto a screen three times bigger 
than God that really brings out the pompous- 
ness іп Anvard's scholars. 


Note that our current pedant is a member of 
Sylvan clan, like Swann and Eval. Sylvans are 
not albinos, but they're quite pale and tend 
to have light blue or gray eyes. The uniformity 
of their clan makes them unusually accept- 
ing of what few variations do turn up within 
their membership. Green eyes, or even brown, 
are highly prized, if they are sufficiently light 
in color as to cast no hint of non-Sylvan 
ancestry. Their pale eyes make Jaeger very 
uncomfortable. 


PAGE 341 

In retrospect, | wish I'd drawn Jaeger holding 
onto a huge rock as he falls, or maybe a lead 
weight with a handle, or something like that. 

He's eager to get where he's going. 
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PAGE 342 

Downing Street is a “traffic well,” enabling cars 
to move from higher to lower levels within the 
city. Anyone who's ever been in a traffic circle 
can tell you how well such things would work. 


PAGES 343-345 

The Lake of the Clouds is one of Anvard's most 
famous vistas. The city is so overgrown and built 
one-on-top-of-the-other that it's not uncommon 
for the residents of one level to have no idea 
what lies above or below them. To people look- 
ing down into the cistern, which contains part 
of the bay, it simply looks as if there are clouds 
drifting along the bottom of the lake, obscuring 
anything that might lie below. To residents be- 
low, it just looks like one of the many miniature 
weather patterns that often form in the larger 
caverns of the city. It is the only lake Jaeger 
knows of that really is bottomless. 


The rooftop of this building is covered with 
small change and expensive cameras. Jaeger 
was shown this place by some Traveler kids 
who come up here regularly to collect money 
and anything not too broken. They don't care 
where the money comes from; it was he who 
figured out that he could get from high to low 
the same way people's wishing-well coins do. 


PAGE 345 
Panel 5. That's Buzz; he got the fuzz; he 
makes the elevator do what she does. 


PAGE 346 

These two women are teenaged Medawars. 
At this stage in their education, they are or- 
derlies at a hospital. They're bringing Brigham 
to his family’s house as per his kid Lynne’s 
request. Since Lynne works at that hospital 
as well, nobody questioned this, but Brig was 
known to be unbalanced enough to require 
guards. Hence these two tough, well-trained 
girls... who are nonetheless still teenagers and 
subject to the stupidities of their age. 


PAGES 347-348 

All these things work. The number of destruc- 
tive devices that can be made from ordinary 
household items is really appalling. 


PAGE 349 

Now we are in the Pastwatch Institute, place 
of garbled history. The Hopeless Diamond was 
engineered by scientists trying to create a prin- 
ciple by which planes with as little radar 


signature as possible could be built. The 
planes of the diamond reflect radar signals 
every way except back toward the source, and 
a plane the size of a B-2 can have the radar 
signature the size of a pigeon. Of course, the 
Anvardians don't know that. They are like the 
scholars of the Renaissance, trying to recover 
the wisdom of older civilizations bit by bit. 

The Nehi leg lamp was a newspaper-quiz 
prize back in the fifties. Nehi soda bottles used 
to have a shapely female leg printed on them. 
Knee-high, get it? That's the coveted major 
award won by Ralphie's dad in Jean Shep- 
herd's In God We Trust, All Others Pay Cash. 
No, the Anvardians don't know that either. 

Frida Kahlo's memory has been confused 
with that of Frito's corn chips. Makes for some 
vivid bag graphics, mind you; Anvardians enjoy 
nonsequiturs. 


PAGE 350 

Blythe may be an artificial intelligence, but she's 
equipped with just as thorny a set of rules to live 
by as any of us. Emma's vagueness makes her 
depend on Blythe too much, and this puts great 
stress on what is essentially an anthropomor- 
phized answering machine and notepad. 


I'm not going to list the real lyrics from these 
songs. Trust me—they're all wrong. 


PAGE 351 

Well, this one isn't wrong. This is “No One 
Lives Forever," by Danny Elfman, et al., in the 
good old days of Oingo Boingo. 


Emma is a sort of reverse psychic, who hears 
the past instead of the future. The scientists 
in Anvard are forever searching for people with 
this talent. For her, it's just a byproduct. She 
hears songs from the past when she teeters 
into or out of her dreamscape. 


PAGE 352 

Here we see the Burning God. His image is re- 
flected in many ways in Emma's dreamscape, 
as is Memwahr, the Lady of Smoke. No matter 
what shapes they assume, they have no true 
identity to Emma, but are wholly themselves. 


PAGE 353 

This mutual destruction is also a common 
theme in Emma's daymares. It is said of 
reflective people that they make terrible advo- 
cates, because they are too likely to see, and 
give weight to, the other side of an argument. 


The sad fact is, life isn't like the movies. Just 
assigning an identity, a real person's face un- 
der the char of the Burning God, doesn't free 
Emma of him. 


PAGE 356 

One thing you find out about New Orleans is 
that when Mardi Gras moves in, the locals 
move out. When the parades are in full swing, 
it seems like there are just as many people 
headed out as there are coming in. If you live 
there, it can be fairly hellish. The streets are 
jammed, you can't drive anywhere, and damn 
near anything can happen. Jaeger's getting 
around the only fast way there is. 


Panel 3 is the first of many flash-forwards to 
come. Note how faded his tattoo is. Stress 
speeds up the dissolution. 


PAGE 357 

The problem with Brigham? Everybody has 

a different opinion of what that is. Jaeger's 
dilemma is a terrible one, well known to police 
today. What do you do to a man who hasn't 
done anything, but who you are certain will kill 
his target if he ever gets the chance? 


PAGE 359 

Brig is, in his corkscrew way, aware that 
Jaeger broke his legs to keep him from being 
a danger to his family. He's a little pissed that 
he still is potentially dangerous. In his mind, 
Jaeger didn't harm him any more than Lynne 
did. In his mind, if he's still able to hurt Emma, 
it's Jaeger's fault. 


PAGE 360 

| was listening to the old Gregory Peck version 
of Moby Dick while working on this page. The 
man in panel 6 is not exactly Queequeg, but | 
do love that Maori man. Many of the people in 
the streets are seasonal immigrants, like these 
tattooed spearmen. 


PAGE 361 

See, Marcie's spell was for a father. She 
thought it would make Jaeger stay. She's used 
to the idea that magic doesn't always do what 
you want it to. 


PAGE 362 

This is an electronic leash worn by some ex- 
convicts while still on parole. It does different 
things for different men; in Brig's case it's 
supposed to suppress adrenaline production, 
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a common therapy for shell-shocked soldiers. 
Brigham left it in the fake apartment. Its pres- 
ence here in the real one is enough to tweak 

his paranoia in the sharpest way. 


PAGE 364 

Like the story Brig was telling himself about 
the boy with the bomb: sometimes there's no 
good place to throw it. Some sacrifice them- 
selves; some say, “Aaah, fuck you!” 


PAGE 365 

Very cathartic, screaming. In high school, 
many of my classmates and | blew off steam 
by screaming our heads off in parking lots late 
at night. The local cops just loved us. 


PAGE 366 

Any kind of pyrotechnics will do for Carnival, 
and these folks don't know what a mushroom 
cloud is, anyway. 


PAGE 367 

These dice are white, black, red, green, blue, 
and yellow. The irregular object is a small ball 
of foil; it represents the seeker. This is the 
same divinatory set that Jaeger presented Miss 
Lennie with back in part 1. 


PAGE 368 

Panels 6 and 7. These are Jaeger's father 
and stepmother Martha. Jaeger did say that 
his father raised a hand to him. The truth is, 
what Jaeger considers a beating may not be 
what you or l would. The big fight never hap- 
pened, so to him it's as if no fight between 
him and his father ever happened. 


PAGE 369 

Panel 1. These are the street kids from the 
early issues, revisited. These are the kids 
Lynne runs with. 


Now, if the bomb had gone off, it might very 
well have killed Jaeger. He might possibly have 
been hurt only within his remarkable ability to 
heal himself, and walked out of the hospital on 
his own. Or he might have been so brain dam- 
aged he would have remained a vegetable. Or 
perhaps his instinct for self-preservation would 
have caused him to reflexively bat the bomb 
off to the right, where it could have killed 
Rachel at least, and he'd have had to live with 
that. It could always be worse, and often is. 


PAGE 370 
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Jaeger thinks Brig just cracked, perhaps due 
to posttraumatic stress disorder. Lynne thinks 
he was a plain murderer camouflaged as a sol- 
dier. Emma blames it on cultural clash—that is 
to say, herself. Everybody's got a theory. 


This is a series of flashbacks and flash-forwards. 
Jaeger is sitting in an outlands trading post, 
Sort of like a saloon and a general store rolled 
together, telling yarns with the rest of the guys. 


PAGE 372 

Many of Emma's clan are inclined to be flaky. 
They prize it, even when it's not oriented 
around a meticulously structured dreamscape 
like hers. 


PAGE 373 

Guys like Jaeger don't talk about themselves 
much because they simply don't waste much 
time thinking about themselves. Girls like 
Rachel, however, spend entirely too much time 
both talking and thinking. 


PAGE 374 

Magic, faith, proof, belief...There are a lot of 
things Rachel would really like to believe in, 
but her common sense gets in the way, for 
good or ill. 


Jaeger doesn't really have much faith in the 
oracles, except as a way of talking to himself. 
When Rachel needs to make a decision, she 
consults the telephone. She calls everybody 
she knows and talks their ears off, gets their 
advice, and then goes ahead and does... 
something. Call it peer-o-mancy. Jaeger talks 
to almost nobody, if he can help it, and so 
uses weird things like dice rolling to help him 
think. 


PAGE 376 

Jaeger has been trained from an early age to 
take blame onto himself. This is a trait much 
searched for in people of low enough rank to 
become sin-eaters. If the ability isn't present, 
it's instilled. 


PAGES 377-378 

This, then, is one of the things sin-eaters do. 
Jaeger followed this crowd of Ascians after his 
father died. They passed through his part of 
the world regularly. He was eventually adopted, 
but in the lowly role of sin-eater. He might 
have aspired to higher rank if anyone had 
taken a shine to him, but, until his remarkable 


recuperative abilities showed themselves, 
nobody did. 


The sin-eaters were the old man's last chance. 
If one of the Shakmah family had stood up 
and agreed to take the grandfather's punish- 
ment, that person would almost certainly not 
have had to take the beating. For his former 
offenses, fines were sufficient. But nobody 
stood up, so only the sin-eaters were left, 

and a sin-eater is never shown mercy. It is 
considered deeply wrong, disrespectful, to give 
a sin-eater an easy punishment. 

Jaeger took the beating, and, having survived 
it, was adopted by a Finder to be taught that 
arcane knowledge. Since then he really be- 
lieves that the only way out is through. 


PAGE 379 

Yes, the brochure is talking. Electronics are 
everywhere, and literacy is less depended on 
than it should be. Lynne has turned off the 
little holographic cartoon that normally accom- 
panies this spiel. 


The dark marks on the orderlies' cheeks are 
livid slap-marks. It's a ritualized reprimand. 
Usually when such things become customs, 
they become perfunctory and not very harsh, 
Sergeant Major Durga, however, has a palm 
like a brick and a slap that can rattle your 
teeth. 


PAGE 381 

Rachel doesn't know what's been going on, 
but she does know that there's no way that 
Brig could've gotten ahold of Marcie's toy 
without there being some connection between 
him and Jaeger. 


PAGE 382 

Blythe does have her own agenda. Her design- 
ers meant for her to be the perfect servant, 
but they also programmed her to be acquisitive 
of knowledge and control of her environment. 


PAGE 383 

The snake pit is yet another of the old medi- 
eval curatives. It was thought that if the mad 
were thrown into pits full of snakes that fear 
would drive the devils out and make them 
well. Of course, snake pits were also meth- 
ods of execution, so perhaps they thought 
that the mad would either be made well or 
killed, and either way would no longer be a 
problem. 


PAGE 384 

Rachel finally hits the nail on the head. The 
thing she realizes in that split second is that it 
ain't likely to endear her to him. 


PAGE 385 

Medusa is either derived from metis (pru- 
dence) or medon (ruler). Medusa was one 

of three sisters, the Gorgons. Gorgon means 
monstrous, horrible, but the three sisters 
weren't horrible at all until Medusa dallied with 
Poseidon in a temple dedicated to Athena. 
Long an enemy of Poseidon, Athena put the 
mojo on Medusa and her sisters for defiling 
her holy ground. They became monsters with 
brass wings, brass claws, and snakes for hair, 
and any mortal who looked directly at their 
faces turned to stone. They lived on an island 
way out in the Western Sea. 

It has been proposed that the story of 
Medusa, her killing by Perseus, and her body 
giving birth not only to Pegasus, but also to a 
great hero bearing a golden spear, is a huge 
and exceedingly complex political fable. If 
Pegasus, fathered by Poseidon (who was often 
associated with horses), was symbolic of a 
swift sailing ship, Medusa must have had quite 
a fleet. If her image became part of Athena's 
breastplate, she must have been associated 
with wisdom and warfare. Metis was the name 
of the goddess of wisdom, swallowed by Zeus, 
who gave birth to Athena inside the big man's 
skull. Untangling this kind of thing is the work 
of many lifetimes. 


PAGE 388 


This is the same trading post seen at the 
beginning of part 1. 
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KING OF THE CATS 


PAGE 394 

These four-legged creatures are called uluhaka 
by the Nyima, and are believed to be domesti- 
cated animals. The males run feral quite often. 
Females have never been observed in the wild. 


PAGE 395 

These women are third-tier wives of King Maro- 
shezo, who rules over one of the few kingdoms 
that have acquired guns. The Nyima are eager 
to seize upon any new advantage, but they 
resist any new trade goods that they cannot 
make on their own. King Maro's highest-ranking 
daughters made it their duty to set up a small 
factory to make these guns and ammunition. 


PAGE 396 

It was speculated that the uluhaka are killed 
for food in lean times, but this has not been 
borne out by observation. The Nyiman women 
are typically very protective of their four-legged 
companions, and vice versa. Nyiman women 
rarely appear in cities without uluhaka escorts. 


PAGES 399-401 
This scene is a variation on the opening of 
Sin-Eater, the first Finder novel. The idea was 
suggested by my friend Boyce Kline, and Mike 
McNeil suggested the “snake eyes” line. 

Poor Jaeger. Woe betide the favorites of gods 
who think they're funny. 


PAGE 402 

Dream over. Jaeger is riding in a small gun port 
on the side of an armored tour bus. Tourists 
often travel in huge, ponderous dirigibles—but 
not over the territories of Nyima who might or 
might not have guns with which to shoot them 
down. Jaeger got a job as a gunner on this line 
just to have a fast way of covering ground. He 
didn't know which way it was going and didn't 
much care. 


This dad and his kids are Steinehans. 


PAGE 403 

First look at Munky. Up till now, Jaeger thought 
these people were making a religious pilgrim- 
age, based on their awe and excitement. This 
is his first clue that there's something a bit 
more secular going on. 


PAGES 404-405 
A buena vista, indeed. 
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PAGE 406 

| first saw drawings of the motor-sensory ho- 
munculi in Carl Sagan's The Dragons of Eden. 
The real ones are much uglier, and Munky's 
early incarnations were quite hideous. He's 
been cuted up. 


THE 
Hours, 
FROM WHOSE 
МАМЕ “ME 
WORD “WHORE” 
% DERIVED, 
WERE ORIGINALLY 
QUITE ANGELIC 
SARUTS. 


\ 


PAGE 407 

Here we have one of the locals. This is 
Esveydy, а third-tier wife of Kokutsolado, the 
king whose territory overlaps Munkytown. She 
is a message runner and envoy. This ungulate 
she's riding is fast and strong and mean аз ап 
enraged hog. 


Few tourists can resist the urge to film every- 
thing they see. For these tourists, it's a way 
of life. If you don't have a recording of what 
you did and saw, you can't sell it. Many cities’ 
cultures are heavily biased toward the buying 
and selling of information. 


PAGE 408 

The driver and the crew have to get off here. 
They are not allowed to enter the promised 
land. A licensed driver can usually get a job on 
the next bus going out, but roustabouts like 
Jaeger might get a job or might not. 


Jaeger can head for the hills on his own 
power if he doesn't like where he is. Most of 
the other people here think of wandering into 


the woods or down the road as being just as 
dangerous as being thrown overboard in the 
middle of the sea. This deep into Nyima lands, 
they're not far wrong. 


There are two kinds of people living outside 
this dome. People from other cities who find 
themselves here with no money or prearranged 
job often aren't allowed in. The only way to get 
a job inside is to win one. 

The other kind are citizens of the dome who 
have been sentenced to serve jail time. That 
jail is Shantytown. This city's system of criminal 
justice runs heavily to banishment and ostracism. 


PAGE 410 

Yes, the lottery numbers have fortune-cookie 
messages on the back. No weirder than 
fortune cookie messages with lottery numbers 
on them, is it? 


Bottom tier. This explains Jaeger's odd hair- 
cut. He periodically hacks it off like this. He 

doesn't chop it off in the front because he's 
self-conscious about his yellow eyes. 


PAGE 412 

Panel 3. This is pretty standard company-town 
practice. Workers are never paid more than 
they have to spend on groceries and other ne- 
cessities—and the company owns the shops, 
so they set the prices high. This guy is telling 
Jaeger this as if it isn't going to happen to all 
the people in this line anyway. 


PAGE 413 

Haurvatat is the name of a Zoroastrian spirit. 
He’s a benevolent being associated with the 
water of the earth and the afterlife. His name 
means “wholeness” ог “well-being.” He may 
have been derived from a river deity. Given that 
river deltas give rise to cities, it seems reason- 
able that he'd have a city named for him. 


Les Anges is a city far, far to the west. 


PAGE 414 

This is Shantytown. These people are given 
minimal supplies to keep themselves alive. The 
road people, who often have no supplies, are 
a constant threat to them. 


PAGE 415 

When the Nyima are on the road, they don't 
cluster all together. This is the traveling court 
of only one king. It's the center of a huge, 


slow-moving wheel of encampments full of 
secondary and tertiary wives and outliers who 
travel from the territory of one king to another. 


PAGE 416 

The current king's name is Kokutsolado. These 
three women are the last three wives of his 
predecessor, Jeikohsolado. They married Kokut 
when he was crowned, and edged out Eidi, 
who crowned Kokutsolado and was Jeikoh's 
chosen heir. 


Jaeger could stay hidden from the Nyima for a 
long time, possibly long enough to clear out of 
their territory entirely. But he's curious about 
them, and so it's better to be polite and let 
them find him. 


Bottom tier. For years, zoologists have 
debated the relationship between the largely 
female Nyima and the uluhaka, which were 
thought to be domesticated animals. Having 
concluded that the uluhaka were the males 

of the species, researchers then ignored all 
reports of bipedal kings for decades. The wives 
are very protective of their kings. 


This woman's name is Tyi. She was very close 
to Eidi, and so is now rather low in rank among 
Kokut's first wives. 


PAGE 417 

The Nyima are much more territorial than the 
Ascians, Jaeger's people. They have been at 
war off and on for so long that nobody remem- 
bers peace. Asking to hunt with the Nyima is 
the kind of gray area that crops up between 
warriors that don't have a clue why they're 
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supposed to kill each other, and on occasion 
agree not to try. 


“The dowagers” are the three old wives. А 
dowager is a woman who holds a title or prop- 
erty through her dead husband. 


PAGE 418 
| saw something like this happen. It wasn't a 
unicorn; it was a raccoon. | freaked out for days. 


PAGE 419 
The “flarne, flarne, filth, and пате” bit is a Bill 
Cosbyism. 


PAGE 420 

These folks are Ascians, people of Jaeger's 
nation. They're nomads, traveling along huge 
circuits in the deserts and prairie. They're a bit 
like Plains Indians and a bit like Bedouins. 


PAGE 421 
This is the inside of a yurt, which is more or 
less a tipi parked on top of a round enclosure. 
The whole thing can be disassembled, packed 
up, and moved out with surprising speed. 
Most nomads live in much simpler tents. 
The Ascians are able to live in bigger, more 
substantial houses because their pack animals 
can be trained to help strike camp, and can 
carry far heavier loads than horses, camels, 
yaks, or even elephants. 


PAGE 425 

Ascians travel in small groups of no more than 
forty or fifty. In the summertime, many groups 
will come together someplace where the hunt- 
ing's good. But each small group has its chief, 
and the chiefs maintain a loose hierarchy, cul- 
minating in a high chief, or drum chief. There 
are many drum chiefs, and no real agreement 
among them as to who's in charge. Nomads 
need a lot of territory, and the drum chiefs 
rarely get together as they have here. 


PAGE 426 
The old guy doesn't know Jaeger is a Finder. 
He's just complimenting him. 


PAGE 427 

This is the other half of Jaeger's life. He was 
made a sin-eater, or ritual scapegoat, at an 
early age. It's part of the reason he wanders 
so much. He can't really reconcile being a 
member of a highly respected secret society 
with being an untouchable. He has to keep the 
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one thing secret, and is duty bound to reveal 
the other. He has to tell them he's a sin-eater, 
even though he knows it'll kill the party. 

Then there's the girl. She got what she 
wanted. Jaeger will sleep in her house, eat 
her food, and wear her finery. She's expected 
to sleep with him if he wants it. But instead 
of having a hero to show off, she has to look 
after a sin-eater. To her, it's like having to put 
a silk hat оп a pig. 


PAGE 428 

Out go all the young blades who wanted to 
meet the new guy. Out goes all her new social 
status, and with it a lot of potential husbands. 
She can yell at him all she wants—nobody'll 
blame her—but there it is. 


PAGE 429 

Jaeger has traveled with other nomads very 
like Ascians and not felt obliged to tell them 
his social status among his own people. The 
custom of providing a guest with a “wife” is 
very common, and her sleeping with a stranger 
isn't taboo. It provides new genes for small 
families. So he's had the royal treatment 
before, but not without twinges of guilt. 


PAGE 430 

In tent societies, you're supposed to pretend 
you don't overhear anything said inside a 
house if you're outside. Ascians never, never 
call to each other from windows, or look 
through windows from the inside. Panes of 
one-way glass for yurt windows are highly 
prized...stealing a pie from a windowsill is 
one of the “dirtiest” pleasures an Ascian kid 
can find himself indulging in. 


The fadh-felen is another weird British water 
monster (I've messed with the spelling a bit). 


PAGE 431 

This dome is different from almost all of the 
other domed cities. It has no internal lattice 
on which buildings may be mounted. In this 
dome, all buildings rise from the ground, 
rather than being built in multiple levels like 
in Anvard. The dome is just a covering, and a 
flimsy one by comparison. 


PAGE 432 

The dark background color behind the stars 
changes color to indicate day and night. There 
is a small “sun” which travels around the 
inside of the dome during daylight. 


Since the folks who run this place would 
hate for the kids to miss out on the splendor 
of their pretty night sky with its luminous stars, 
there are roughly three “days” and “nights” in 
a twenty-four-hour period. 


PAGE 433 

Food vendors and other lowlies are stuck wear- 
ing unchanging uniforms that identify them 
clearly as park employees. Security guards and 
other more important folks do double duty in 
these showy costumes, which change from 
place to place to match the local environ- 
ment's theme. 


PAGE 434 

So yes, these bims are all security guards. 
They try to get things done persuasively. If that 
doesn't work, the guys move in. The men's 
costumes are usually “boss” or “thug” themed. 


PAGE 435 
“Daggett” is Little Bill Daggett, masterfully 
played by Gene Hackman in Unforgiven. 


PAGE 436 
“Stereorealist” is the name of a company that 
made stereo cameras back in their heyday. 


The security guards are now trying to find out 
who Jaeger is, and whether he's a legitimate 

guest. If he's a guest, they can't beat the shit 
out of him. 


PAGE 437 
“The Veldt” is the title of a Ray Bradbury short story 
that really knocked me sideways when l was ten. 


Some of this stuff is authentic Nyima orna- 
mentation; the rest is fabbed up for the sake 
of display. It was all made by Nyima artisans at 
the behest of the Munkymen. The Munkys аге 
not terribly impressed, and are working on fan- 
cier items to make the whole thing look better. 


PAGE 438 

The uluhaka bumps against Jaegers leg so 
that he will have a little of Jaeger's scent on 
his hide, a kind of chemical calling card. 


These are unmarried females. When they mar- 
ry, they cut off the long hair on their heads. 
Thanks to the chemical bonds of marriage, the 
hair doesn't grow back. Darker-haired girls will 
show a darker “cap” of hair on their scalps for 
а while, but this fades with time. 


SUES МОГ А BAD 
KID REAUN. 

JUST NOT NERY 
SELF- POSSESSED. 


PAGE 439 
This is Maricch. She is King Kokutsolado's 
chosen, his heir. She will not become queen. 
Her job, as it was Eidi's job before her, is to 
choose the new king and give him his crown. 
Only three of these girls are her sisters 
genetically. The rest are girls from other 
kingdoms, traded for the daughters of Kokut. 
Since the Nyima are so polygamous, it's very 
important for them to swap kids. 


Jaeger is unknowingly quoting Bagheera, from 
Kipling's The Jungle Book. Nyima have very 
complicated social protocol. 


This is the deal the dowagers made with Jae- 
ger. They got him in the door to bring word to 
Maricch of the king's death. None of the other 
Nyima want to step foot into Munkyland, be- 
cause the second they do, the Munkymen will 
hold them to a contract they signed and insist 
that they perform for an audience. The Nyima 
thought they were signing a treaty with another 
political entity. They wanted neutral ground to 
hear a proposal from the Ascian drum chiefs. 

Once they start “performing,” the Munky- 
men will work to get more hooks into them so 
they can't leave. That's what's happening with 
these daughters. 
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PAGE 441 

Access tunnels run everywhere in the Munky- 
dome. Out of the public eye, the guards can 
be as violent as they like, but that's okay with 
the daughters right now. 


They're leaving the baubles because the stuff's 
cheap as ditch water to them. Maricch's neck- 
lace and what's in it are the family treasure. 


PAGE 442 

This four-legged female is what the daughters 
found so intolerable. They have been holding 
out against the Munkymen because they find 
the décor so deeply insulting. 


PAGE 443 
Another “day” dawns in Munkyland, but it's 
really only been a few hours. 


IF YoU COULD LOOK CLOSELY 

ENOUGH, YOUD SEE THAT EVEN 

TUE SPARKLES HAVE TINY 
UTTE GOONY SMILES. 


PAGE 444 

She's been making these beaded patches for 
years, ever since she was a little girl. Others 
she inherited from female relatives. They're 
kept in her hope chest, things she’s been 
planning to give as love gifts to suitors. She's 
probably got a boxful of them, mind, but she’s 
still pissed at having to waste them on Jaeger. 


Hanging on the walls are the chiefs’ drums. 
Sitting in front of the floor cushions are amulet 
bags and folded hides. On those hides are 
inscribed records of births, deaths, and 
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marriages in their tribes. These items repre- 

sent their souls, and the chiefs sent them in 
as stand-ins. Why? So they wouldn't have to 
sit socially with and give honor to a sin-eater. 


PAGE 445 

Ah, Chief Coward. He's got to be the most de- 
vious character who's ever introduced himself 
to те. 


PAGE 446 

Chief Coward is the one who pulled all this 
together. He convinced the other drum-chiefs 
to come together; he convinced Kokut to meet 
with them. Coward is a consummate politician, 
and now he's watching his plans fall apart due 
to the insanity of Munkyland and the death 

of the king. The other chiefs are starting to 
squabble. The young men are restless and 
wanting to start something. Coward is ready 
to add a new element of trouble into the 
mix—namely, Jaeger. Actually, he just wants to 
kick the other chiefs’ butts a little. If he can’t 
see his treaty through, he'll settle for counting 
coup. 


PAGE 447 

The other boot drops! Yes, Coward is a Finder. 
He probably suspects that Jaeger is one 

too, but for Coward's purposes it's really not 
important. 


PAGE 449 
Coward has been watching this town grow for 
many, many years. 


PAGE 451 

More female sphinxes. This one is partly 
inspired by Walter Сгапе 5 drawings of Buraq 
in his book Sheba. 


These are the dad and kids from Chapter 1 
again. 


Security has a lot of strange ways of regulating 
guests’ movements. 


PAGE 452 
Hoop dancing. A static medium can’t show 
how amazing this looks. 

All the young men of the different tribes 
were willing to put up with each other while 
the chiefs were in accord, but all that’s falling 
down now. They want to steal the treasure 
from the Nyima pavilion, thinking that they can 
count coup on the Nyima that way. 


PAGE 453 

The other Ascians don't know that the 
Nyima have already cleared out. Only 
Jaeger knows. Thanks to Coward, Jaeger 
also knows what the other Ascians want to 
do 一 count coup on the Nyima by stealing 
their treasure. So Jaeger will sneak back 
over there and snatch it himself while the 
Ascians are fighting. This is how Coward 
gets his jollies. 


PAGE 455 

Coward's no slouch, even with stiff joints. Now 
he knows that the Nyima are gone, and that 
Jaeger got away with the stuff. 


PAGE 456 

Now that he's got it, what can he do with 
it? It's heavy as shit, and the guards will be 
watching for him. 


Bottom of panel 1: Guadalupe and Casimira 
from Gilbert Hernandez's Duck Feet. 


POSTMODERN 
MAID MARIAN- 


AS TORTRANED BY ADRINN 


FRIEDMANN, LLANERAC 
METHOD ACTOR - 


PAGE 457 

On the screen is a scene from The Last 
Unicorn by Peter S. Beagle, as filmed by the 
Llaveracs. Llaverac clan is very involved with 
moviemaking the old-fashioned way: with ac- 
tors. This woman resembles Emma because 
they are members of the same clan. 


Jaeger loses track of time easily. He's been 
carrying this braid around for a good while 
now. The ball of hair in his left hand was what 
he chopped off at the gate. 


PAGE 458 

What kind of artisan inlays a corrosive metal 
into a noncorrosive one? One who's just going 
for looks. 


PAGES 459-462 

This scene with the log-flume ride is based 
on something that happened to my husband. 
Complete with the talking hat. 


Lots of these goofy rides are designed to take 
your picture in order to sell it back to you. In 
our world, all you have to do to prevent this is 
go down the flume with both birds flyin’. 


PAGE 463 

Top of panel 1: Katharine Hepburn’s charac- 
ter from The Madwoman of Chaillot, talking 
about her character from The Rainmaker. 


PAGE 464 
Sea monkeys! Yahoo! 


PAGE 467 
This is not the guard from the work-permit 
gate, just another guy from his same clan. 


PAGE 468 

The guards wouldn't have offered the free 
tickets if Jaeger had not stood his ground. 
Even he hasn’t got the nerve to stand against 
that howling mob. 


PAGE 469 

This is all an elaborate ruse so the guards can 
chase him down like a dog without upsetting 
the guests. Most of the crowd of guests were 
guards all along. 


PAGE 470 

Can't leave anybody unhappy. Naturally, this 
kind of thing leads some guests to act like 
screaming three-year-olds. 


PAGE 471 
No, | wasn't trying to “erase” Jaeger's wobbly 
bits. Those are, uh, motion lines. 


PAGE 473 
This dome is mostly glass. This would never 
work in Anvard. The “happy cannonballs” are 
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balloons. When fired, 
they drift sappily out over the 
crowd, and then burst, releasing _ 
clouds of edible confetti. Awww. He's 

stretched out in the bowl just for yuks, really. 
That, and because he dimly remembers his 
dream from the gun port of the tour bus at the 
beginning of all this. He doesn't think they've re- 
ally got the nerve to pull the lever and fire his ass 
out through the roof of the dome, and he's right. 


PAGE 475 

Talking heads, Munkyland style. These two guys 
do the voices of the moose and the bird, and 
control their movements. They're puppeteers. 
They're probably gonna end up in Shantytown. 


PAGE 479 
With any luck, these kids are scarred for life. 


PAGE 480 

The daughters hid in plain sight. Nobody ques- 
tioned the uluhaka's presence as long as they 
were with the cute fur suits. 


PAGE 481 

Yes, the bipedal females do have sex with the 
quadrupedal males. Can't expect one king to 
keep up with all of them, can you? The ulu- 
haka cannot impregnate the bipedal females, 
though. That's a job only the king can do. 


PAGE 482 
The Nyima are camped outside a different door. 
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PAGE 483 

Mesnie Harlequin is a name used in France for 
the Wild Hunt. Some sources say “harlequin” 
ог “hellequin” is derived from “hell king” and 
denotes a minor demon. Mesnie Harlequin is 
believed to be a portent of disaster, plague, and 
war, and was reported to have darkened the 
sun twice before the outbreak of the Revolution. 
The Wild Hunt is said to capture harmless and 
benevolent spirits, changing their natures to 
demonic ones and adding them to their ranks. 


PAGES 484-485 

Here's the pit trap again. The Ascians are far 
more used to commerce than the Nyima. A 
smart kid who can read foreign languages is 
definitely an asset. 


PAGE 486 

Now that the king is dead, his pheromone 
signature is fading. The Nyiman marriage 
bonds are chemical. The uluhaka are calm and 
manageable while all the females are bonded 
to a king. Now that he's dead, they're fiercely 
hungry for what they've been denied. 


Kokut had a black mane. This is rare and 
much admired. The small votive statues at the 
bottom of the pyre represent Kokut's primary 
wives. Once they would have been driven a 
little crazy by the loss of his chemical signa- 
ture, and would have thrown themselves onto 
his body. That's when the daughters started 
burning the corpses. Some women would still 
be addled enough to throw themselves onto 
the pyre, so the daughters keep watch at a 
discreet distance. The wives are standing as 
far away from the fire as they can. 


PAGE 487 

There are a lot of feral uluhaka. They stray off 
in their youth, sometimes traveling hundreds 
of miles, but always straggling into a place 
where they can smell Nyiman women. The far- 
thest outposts of any kingdom are composed 
of groups of snarly unattached uluhaka who 
answer to nobody and challenge all comers. 
Some “fall in love” with some wandering out- 
lier, some fall in with a family group, and some 
stay on the outskirts in bachelor bands. These 
are very, very dangerous, even to (or perhaps 
especially to) Nyiman women in the field. 


Panel 8: The remains of the treasure bag. 
The one who stubs her toe on it is Tyi, who 
first brought Jaeger to the dowagers. 


PAGE 488 

The children. The kings keep their babies close 
by them. They're reared by the king's primary 
wives and by the king himself. There are five 
here: three girls, two boys. 


The word queen has come to connote to the 
Nyima a female uluhaka, and is therefore 
appalling, debased, and vile. They have a hard 
time translating their terms of social status 
into other languages. The wives are like of- 
ficers; they want a general. Maricch was born 
and raised to be a colonel under a general. 


A Nyiman king's wives are addicted to him, in 
a very literal way. They can't do without a king. 
They can't just decide not to have one. The 
heir is always a daughter, because a daughter 
will not be knocked sideways by her hormones 
when her father dies. When she picks a new 
king, all the mature women not bonded to 
some other king will become the new king's 
wives. The wives of this first marriage always 
carry a certain status over wives married later 
in his life. They are the primary, first-tier wives, 
usually. 


PAGE 489 

The marking on Jaeger's coat is a type of 
predatory gull, also called a jaeger. It's a 
totemic animal associated with an Ascian clan, 
so it wasn't that much of a coincidence that 
Lele had a patch depicting one. 


PAGE 490 

Everybody's hung up on Jaeger's short hair. 
Cultural identity is a lot more fluid than people 
believe. Just because he doesn't look Ascian 
doesn't take away his nature. 


PAGE 491 

Most uluhaka can't speak this well. This one 
has a gift for it. Good voices and good hands 
are prized by Nyiman women. An uluhaka 
who's managed to retain his childhood dexter- 
ity with his front paws is usually provided with 
running gloves to prevent his calluses from 
getting too thick. 


PAGE 492 

He really can't help it. The women give off a 
pheromonal distress call, now that the king 
is gone. 


PAGE 493 
The kids with head hair are female. Note that 


they look just as animal-like as their brothers 
at this age. 


PAGE 494 

Maricch is in a very bad position for assert- 

ing her authority. Not only does she have that 
huge crowd of her father's wives still trying 

to run her, but she also still has the three 
dowagers—her grandmothers! She alone will 
choose their new husband. She will be one of 
the primary wives, but she has only this one 
piece of leverage. She'd hoped to find the right 
uluhaka on her travels, but she didn't. Now all 
the wild ones are whipped into a frenzy by their 
own chemistry. 


PAGE 495 

The wild ones won't flop helplessly at her feet. 
These have been partly tamed by the king's 
and his wives' scents. 


Moro and Ebo's names come from Moro the 
Wolf God and Lady Eboshi, both from Princess 
Mononoke. 


PAGE 496 
The name “Rhun” l took from Joan Slonczewski's 
Daughter of Elysium. 
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PAGE 497 

Maricch's necklace contains a syringe. The 
syringe contains one good dose of a carrier 
virus produced in the body of the king. 

It carries his chemical signature, the sig- 
nature of the Solado line. It is the “crown.” 
With this substance (a disease to all others), 
he converts his daughters from their four- 
legged childhoods to bipedal adolescence. 
With it ће “marries” his wives. With this 
substance his heir will transform from a 
four-legged male into а bipedal king. She 
has only the one dose. If her choice dies 
during the transformation, which is arduous, 
her kingdom will break apart and her family 
come to an end. 


PAGES 498-499 

She kills one; another runs away. The third 
she injects. Is this the same one that had 
Jaeger treed? Does he kill her in his frenzy or 
does she get away? She has to protect herself 
from him, and him from any other uluhaka 
who appear. 


PAGE 500 

Esveydy is the one who charged across the 
road in front of the tour bus in chapter 1. She 
gets around. 


The Nyima riding animals are more like swine 
than those of the Ascians. The Ascian mounts 
are cattle. The Nyima animals can be trained 
to fight, but they're vicious. The Ascians prefer 
an animal that doesn't try to take a chunk out 
of you when your back is turned. The Nyima 
prefer an animal that can be fed meat, which 
they usually have in abundance. 


PAGE 501 

The king is still in the process of changing from 
quadruped to biped. This king chose to keep 
the children of his predecessor. Maybe he just 
likes kids; maybe he'd rather have someone 
else's kids than appear as a king with no 
offspring. It's a king thing. 


PAGE 502 

Why did Coward do all this? He wants land. 
The Ascians don't possess land the way the 
Nyima or the city people do. They're nomads; 
wherever they are is home. But he sees the 
Nyima prospering and spreading out. He sees 
this new city, the first built in his lifetime. The 
world is big; plenty of places for nomads to go. 
But it makes him wonder. 
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COVERS 


PAGE 649 

These people are all from clan Steinehan. 
True to all city clans, they aspire to a certain 
conformity. This clan has achieved a large part 
of its goal, and is fairly tolerant of odd cloth- 
ing, hairstyles, tattooing, and other nongenetic 
modifications among its members. There are 
two facial shapes in this clan, two eye colors, 
three skin tones. Few clans have perfect uni- 
formity, and the Steinehans are satisfied with 
their level of variability. 


PAGE 650 

These are Ascians of various types and extrac- 
tions. In the crowd of Steinehans, Jaeger 
couldn't help but stand out. But even among 
his own, much more diverse people, his yellow 
eyes and hairy skin set him apart. 


PAGE 658 

King Hakatsolado. The Nyima are the most 
advanced of all the societies outside of the 
domed cities. They are highly acquisitive of 
any new technology that they believe will help 
preserve their autonomy among the nomadic 
hunters and somewhat settled herdsmen and 
farmers of their vast territories. 

Those territories are ruled over by many 
Nyiman kings, who are rarely seen. Nyiman kings 
cannot tolerate each other's pheromones, so 
their wives are accustomed to being go-betweens 
and diplomats. There is no high king over all 
the Nyima land. 

Part of what protects the less technologically 
advanced Nyima from invasion from the cities 
are the several virulent diseases they carry. 
The deleterious effects of these diseases upon 
the Nyima themselves have not been observed. 
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PAGE 505 

This is intentionally misquoted. The aphorism 
appears in Bartlett's Familiar Quotations as 
“My Book and Heart must never Part.” The 
author of this quote is not known. 


PAGE 507 

Drawing based on a little girl | observed in 
the post office a few days before. Mom was 
shipping boxes, little sister was hanging on 
Mom's sweater, and this kid had her nose 
stuck in one of those Lemony Snicket books. 
She never looked up from it while trailing 
after her mother and sister without be- 

ing called, and had no trouble opening the 
double doors. 


PAGE 509 

Lea Hernandez has named the cartoon version 
of her son, who appears in her online comic 
Near-Life Experience, Strangel. | coined the 
term while yakking on the phone with her, 
talking about her son. As far as I'm concerned, 
it's our word. 


PAGE 511 

I hadn't come up with an image for this story 
that really stood out, and | was getting a 
little nervous about it. The same day | saw 
the little kid in the post office, | was stuck 

in heavy traffic behind a car with what must 
have been two really small kids in the back 
seat. If one of them hadn't had this silly 
topknot | might never have known they were 
there at all. 

All | could see was this little blond ponytail, 
set high on the crown of a head, held in place 
by either a really thick rubber band or a really 
compressed scrunchie. Since | couldn't see 
the actual kid’s head, the effect was of a little 
puppet head, with a fluffy wig, bobbing about 
in the rear window. 

That night | happened upon a Japanese web- 
site for customizable dolls. Their heads come 
off. The tops of their skulls come off as well, 
so their owners can a) change the color of 
their eyes, or the direction at which their eyes 
are looking, and b) tighten the elastic strings 
that hold the dolls’ bodies together. All kids 
take their toys apart, and use them in their 
own inscrutable ways. 


PAGE 512 
In this world there is a measurable force 


that is described as magic. The Sylvan clan 
lay claim to a gift for it, and run well-funded 
schools to encourage talent for it. They test 
kids for certain abilities, and award scholar- 
ships or special training accordingly. 

It's a rather quixotic gift. But that's all you 
need to know now. 


PAGE 513 
Ah—Marcie's doll, unlike the ones on that 
Web page, has those strange round eyeballs 
with eyelids painted on one side. They're 
weighted so that they “close”—roll to show 
the eyelid instead of the eye 一 when the doll's 
head is tilted. Many such dolls will “wink.” 
Those odd pegs on the sides of its head are 
fashion-doll-style earrings. 


PAGES 515, 541, AND 565 

These phrases are excerpted from a Lewis 
Carroll poem, which appears in my 1960 
edition of Through the Looking-Glass, but also 
online at Project Gutenberg: 


Child of the pure unclouded brow 
And dreaming eyes of wonder! 
Though time be fleet, and | and thou 
Are half a life asunder, 

Thy loving smile will surely hail 

The love-gift of a fairy-tale. 


FATHER & 
DANGATER， 
LEJEB CLAN 


THIS CLAN 
DOMINATES 
MATHEMATICAL 


BUSINESSES. 


1 have not seen thy sunny face 

Nor heard thy silver laughter; 

No thought of me shall find a place 
In thy young life's hereafter— 
Enough that now thou wilt not fail 
To listen to my fairy-tale. 


A tale begun in other days, 

When summer suns were glowing— 

A simple chime, that served to time 

The rhythm of our rowing— 

Whose echoes live in memory yet, 
Though envious years would say “forget.” 


Come, hearken then, ere voice of dread, 
With bitter tidings laden, 

Shall summon to unwelcome bed 

A melancholy maiden! 

We are but older children, dear, 

Who fret to find our bedtime near. 


Without, the frost, the blinding snow, 
The storm-wind’s moody madness— 
Within, the firelight's ruddy glow 

And childhood's nest of gladness. 
The magic words shall hold thee fast: 
Thou shalt not heed the raving blast. 


And though the shadow of a sigh 
May tremble through the story, 

For “happy summer days” gone by, 
And vanish'd summer glory— 

It shall not touch with breath of bale, 
The pleasance of our fairy-tale. 


PAGE 517 

This is an open market, outside the dome, in 
what passes for sprawl around the big cities. 

In this case, however, sprawl doesn't consist of 
city people who want to live cheaply and own 
more land. These city people are convinced 
that life outside the domes is hazardous. The 
sprawl belt is made up of semi-settled people 
huddled around the trade routes leading into 
Anvard. 


PAGE 518 

The animal in the cage is a small quetzal. 
These flying lizards have feathers and claws on 
each of their four limbs. 


Panel 2. Jaeger has on his belt two dark 
braids of equal length. These, plus the clocks 
in the background, are meant to indicate that 
he's going back to Anvard to check on Emma 
and her family, as he swore to do at the end of 
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Sin-Eater. Jaeger is a trash picker, a scaven- 
ger. He finds things to barter. When he comes 
back to visit people, he has to bring gifts. This 
is both his nature and his upbringing. 


PAGE 519 

The design on the cover of Marcie’s gift was 
based partly on the caduceus and partly on 
the AURYN symbol in Michael Ende’s The 
Neverending Story (a wonderful book and a 
dreadful movie). AURYN is, in turn, a clear 
reference to Ouroboros, the world serpent, and 
the common symbol of infinity. 


Marcie hasn't progressed well in school in part 
because she was a very sickly kid, and has 
missed a lot, and in part because her mother is 
in constant dispute with her grandfather about 
how the kids should be educated. Granddad, you 
see, is Money. Marcie is not of an age to under- 
stand this—she just knows that if she expresses 
no opinion, Mom and Terry will fight to stalemate 
and Marcie won't be forced to go to school. 


Panel 6. William Goldman says he asked his 
daughters what kind of story they liked. One 
said “princesses”; the other said, “brides.” So 
there you have it. 


PAGE 520 
Quotes: “When suddenly”—Lewis Carroll, Alice 


In Wonderland. “Henceforth"—J. M. Barrie, 
Peter Pan. “My own garden”—Oscar Wilde, The 
Selfish Giant. “It was fourteen”—Stephen King, 
Rose Madder. “The lamb said" 一 me myself, 

a mishmosh of Norse and English folktales. 

“| can't answer”—me myself again. Favorite 
fantasy stories of mine, all of them. The figure 
of Emma and her children on the lower right 
section comes from a remarkable sculptor, 
Thomas Blackshear. He makes lovely, senti- 
mental resin figures, beautifully detailed and 
elegant. This one is from his Ebony Visions line. 


PAGE 521 

More quotes: “Until"—me again. 

“Bye, boys!"—William Goldman, The Princess 
Bride. “The bottom" 一 me. “Awake, амаке"— 
С. S. Lewis, The Magician's Nephew. “In 
огдег"— Octavia Butler, The Parable of the 
Sower. “Не saw her fall" —me again. 


PAGE 522 
Cosmic hangover. | live for it. 


Panel 3. These tentacular strands emerging 
from Emma's head are complicated hardware, 
hookups for her profession. Details aren't re- 
ally necessary—a lot goes on around Marcie 
that she doesn't think much about. A whole 
earth-shattering Jaeger Returns scene is taking 
place all around her, and it's just not making 
an impression on her. 


PAGE 523 

Brigham underwent a number of unpleasant 
therapies to correct a physical problem (two 
broken legs) and a psychological problem (an 
obsessiveness which led to his stalking his wife 
and family). These therapies don't draw the line 
between rehabilitation and revenge clearly at all. 


PAGE 524 

This is, | admit, all rather gothic, but the influ- 
ence of the sickly relative on small children is 
something that fits Marcie well. This Cthulhoid 
figure lurking in some back bedroom— well, 
fear is the Philosopher's Stone of the imagina- 
tion. It transmutes damn near anything into a 
story. 


PAGE 525 

Emma's “tentacles” are connected to these 
cables. The whole rig makes for a very high 
bandwidth connection between Emma's 
mind and the Pastwatch Institute's recording 
devices. 


PAGE 526 

If the thought of people not reading strikes 

you as implausible—well, it isn't. Literacy isn't 
really the issue. A staggering number of people 
who can read, don't. Of those who do, many 
read nothing but magazines, never actual 
books. 


Metus is a merging of the names Medusa and 
Metis. Their names possibly derive from the 
same word, which means wisdom or prudence. 
Мпето is an abbreviation of Mnemosyne, 
goddess of memory. 


PAGE 527 

Top left corner. This is Vince Sneed's char- 
acter Stella Maris, the day-tripper. She has an 
enormous sheepdog named Digby. I'm not sure 
where he means to use them, but they fit. 


Panels 2-4. Panel 2 is Jaeger's retelling of 
The Night of the Hunter. Panels 3 and 4 are 
actual dialogue. 


PAGE 528 

Panels 4-5. Here, Jaeger's kissing his fingers, 
then transferring the kiss to Marcie's cheek. 
Dunno if it comes across. 


PAGE 529 

Oh, the pain! | don't know how many times 

| just wanted somebody to read to me. Even 
though | could геад—1 can't remember a time 
far back enough that | couldn’t—I just wanted 
to sit in a chair with somebody and have them 
read to me. But you know almost nobody 
reads a book well. Sigh. 


Rachel's problem is she suffers from smarm. 
This excess of zeal really doesn't amuse small 
children. In fact, | have to wonder if it isn't a 
component of the common fear of clowns. 

All the adults are smiling—watching you to 
see what you do—and here comes this loud, 
brightly colored creepazoid, rushing at you, 
doing weird things. All the signals say that you 
are supposed to be pleased, encourage you to 
be excited—what you really want is, perhaps, 
an elephant gun to fend 'em off with. 


PAGES 530-531 

This is the kind of incredibly tedious, re- 
petitive writing that characterizes the worst 
of children's fiction, much of which has never 
emerged from the Victorian period. This is all 
fake. In so many ways. 
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PAGE 532 

What's in the book that Rachel flips out over? 
Probably an illustration. People freak out over 
visual stuff much more readily than they do 
over prose. 


PAGE 533 

“My birthday present" 一 No, it wasn't really; it 
wasn't Marcie's birthday. Like Smeagol, she 
tends to think of her most prized possession 
as her best present. 


PAGE 534 

This attitude is not really cruelty. Lynne's way 
of dealing with Marcie will get her up and out 
of her slough of despondence and into action 
faster than anything else. 


PAGE 535 

This school is dominated by the Llaveracs. 
Their curriculum is not as frivolous as it looks, 
but it isn't really what suits Marcie. Marcie's 
father was not Llaverac. Medawars are much 
earthier, more practical people. 


PAGE 536 
Marcie disabled and stole one of the roving 


THS BLACK 
TURTLENECK- 
PWS- TIGHTS 
таме SHE 
WEARS 15 A 
COMMON 
UNIFORM 
FoR MEDAWAR 


CHILDREN. 


It's WED 
BOTH AS 
OUTERWEAR 
AND AS A 
UNER FOR 
HEMER 
CLOTHING. 


MANY CLANS 
HANE UNIFORMS 
UKE THIS. 
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cameras for Lynne. Lynne's been training her 
to do this kind of thing since she was able to 
walk. After all, small kids can smile innocently 
and get away with murder. 


PAGE 537 

Bedridden people in nursing homes and “rest 
homes” often develop odd behaviors to get 
attention. Howling is one such. Some just 
keep up a constant low howl until somebody 
comes. Most of the howlers won't remem- 

ber somebody came to check on them five 
minutes later, so they keep the howling up day 
and night. 


There are kings asleep under hills or moun- 
tains in every system of folklore. The king who 
wakes up and ends the world, that's partly 
Brahma and partly Through the Looking-Glass. 


PAGE 538-539 

Yes, this is a horrible thing to do to a kid, and 

yes, it happens every day. | do think books 

are different, but some kids think the loss of a 
single Lego piece is as earthshattering as Mar- 
cie views the loss of her book. How's a parent 
in a heavily digital society to keep up? 


PAGE 543 

Now we are in the Midnight Library. Every 
book is in here, and there will be no fires that 
destroy. She can barely reach them, but she 
can read whatever she can pull down. 


PAGE 544 

Does anybody remember The Nothing Book? It 
was the first blank book | ever saw, way back 
in the seventies. Its slogan was, “Wanna make 
something of it?” 


The importance of this dream is that she’s 
rewarded for taking action. She's been given 
everything she ever wanted, but she has to do 
something for it. If it was given to her for noth- 
ing, it would be nothing. 


PAGE 545 

Most of her contemporaries simply don't 
understand why she has all these paper 
books, or indeed all this paper. It's a hands- 
on craving. | can't remember anything unless 
| write it down or draw it. Many of our words 
for cognition are tactile words. We speak of 
“handling” a problem, “turning it over” in our 
minds, “grasping” an idea. A keyboard just 
doesn't do it for all of us. 


The malaise of this age can be terrible. You 
have nothing, no power, very little indepen- 
dence. Many of us fall under inertia. Marcie 
can't tolerate boredom 一 it keeps her moving. 


PAGE 546 

Any fourteen-year-old boy who can smoke at 
the kitchen table in front of his older sister and 
mother is the ruler of the roost, in nature if not 
in name. 


The small tree growing in the center of the table 
bears fruits that may be used as condiments. 


PAGE 547 

Marcie is not me. But this sense of detach- 
ment from her feelings, as if they are things 
that happen to her—that comes from me. Also 
the ongoing daydream that fends off boredom. 


The panel border (and puzzle) comes from Kit 
Williams's Masquerade. More quotes: “You are 
a little”—Orson Scott Card, Songmaster. “1 ask 
for so little" 一 Jim Henson et al., Labyrinth. The 
Goblin King is one of my favorite not-all-there 
fantasy figures. 


PAGE 548 
Quotes: “Look, everyone”—Tanith Lee, The 
Silver Metal Lover. “He stared”—William F. 


Nolan, Logan's Run. “There were plenty" 一 
Doris Piserchia, Spaceling. “Somehow, it was 
һойег”--Нагрег Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird. 
More favorite fantasies. 


PAGE 549 

Later in her life Marcie was transferred to a 
school run by and populated with Medawars. 
Medawars believe in sex segregation. Llaveracs 
don't. 

Marcie may suffer the slings and arrows of 
her teachers, who disapprove of her mixed 
heritage, but Medawar girls are pretty self- 
willed. Marcie will have friends, even though 
they think she's bats. 


PAGE 550 

Marcie's hookup is very simple. Just a crude 
connection that allows her to manipulate the 
computer display, and receive and transmit 
simple information, including simple sensations. 


PAGE 551 

Panel 6 touches briefly on the source of 
Lynne's fortune, and the focus of his obses- 
sion. Many people in this society are forever 
running after compelling footage to sell to TV 
and movie companies, such as the one run 
by Marcie and Lynne's grandfather. He may 
be a viciously opportunistic voyeur, but in his 
society, that's easy money. 


PAGE 552 

This “footage” may be seen in Finder #11. 
Any bets on how Lynne got it away from the 
Huitzi priest who originally shot it? 


PAGE 553 

There are so many tiny studios...Like garage 
bands, everybody tries to come up with a 
weird name; anything memorable will do. This 
would work if they didn't change their names 
so often. 


Panel 4—Lynne shot this image in issue #5, 
while Jaeger was sleeping in the tub. 


PAGE 554 

This idea of having direct control of an 
audience's emotions came from Hitchcock. ! 
shudder to think what would have become of 
that man if he'd had access to this imaginary 
technology. Nothing good, | think. 


PAGE 555 
The name of this bookstore is another reference 
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to Michael Ende's The Neverending Story. | 
urge you not to judge that book by its movie. 


PAGE 556 

The pipe smoke comes from Attic Books, a 
used-and-rare shop close to me. The owner's 
got a replica of the Maltese Falcon on his 
desk. The stuff that dreams are made of. 


PAGE 557 
1 am not Marcie. | didn't have the guts to 
break the window. 


PAGES 558-559 

Well... since | can think of nothing to elabo- 
rate on these pages, | suppose | might call 
them successful. 


MARCIE TAKES APTER HER MEDAUIAR 
FATHER, EXCEPT FOR HER име, GAMER 
ISN'T TURNING DARK BROWN WITH 
MATURITY) AND HER NEARSGHTEDNESS, 
(COMMON AMONG HER MOTHER'S CLAN). 


PAGE 562 

1 had one of these stupid books as a kid. 

It wasn't cool, though; it was horrible. Big, 
crude, line-printer type, so obviously fake. It 
was illustrated with classic images from Mau- 
псе Sendak, Dr. Seuss, all the greats—badly 
reprinted, entirely without context, and almost 
certainly used without permission. The story 
left no impression on me whatever, but the 
surrealism of these familiar pictures thrown in 
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for no reason both appealed to and appalled 
me. | have no idea where that book went. No 
doubt my mother threw it out. 


One other thing. | did to one of my small 
cousins what Jaeger did to Marcie. Y'know 
how a kid will bring you the same book over 
and over and over again. They just want to sit 
with you, more than anything else. Fine for 
the kid; death for the adult. So | would just 
make stuff up. I'd blather and she'd turn the 
pages whenever she felt like it, and Га just 
blabber on until she decided the book was 
over. | don't know if she really knew | wasn't 
reading, but she always brought me that same 
book, and wouldn't ask anyone else to read 
that particular one. | used to worry about what 
would happen when she got old enough to 
learn to read. | needn't have worried. She's 
ten now, and has no recollection of my doing, 
this at all. 


PAGE 563 
Lynne’s a good Vulcan. Vulcan thinking cuts 
through a lot of troublesome melodrama. 


PAGE 567 

Now I've got people pestering me to write the 
story Marcie's writing. | can barely keep track 
of what goes on in my own head! How can I 
know more about what goes on in hers? 


The three small panels are meant to look like 
sticky notes. This is what my notebooks look 
like—messes of sketches and gibberish cov- 
ered with phone numbers and sticky notes. 


On the sticky notes: such things as “martinene 
144-bv-273” are “narnebers.” That's а phone 
ID number that follows you wherever you go. 
It's not always а bad idea, except when it's a 
terrible idea. 


PAGE 568 

This bookstore scene is taken directly from life, 
with me as Marcie. Poor kid! 1 knew just how 
she felt. When you're that age, you lose track 
of the Right Book easily 一 you don't remember 
titles or think to write down authors’ names. 

| loved this one ода little book when | was іп 
the third grade, had no idea what it was called 
or who wrote it (Wrote it?? Nobody wrote 

it! It's just, y'know, like, a book | like!), and 
couldn't find it again. Not until | was twenty-six 
years old did | spot it again—riding under the 
elbow of a customer in the bookstore | was 


working in. | pounced on her, | can tell you; 
I'd recognized the cover and | had to have а 
better look at it. Thank God, she understood 
completely. She was One of Us, fellow book 
freak. No Flying in the House by Betty Brock, 
wonderfully illustrated by Wallace Tripp. | felt 
so strongly about that book when | was seven, 
| rewrote the ending on the two blank pages 
at the back of the book. In grubby pencil. That 
little hardcover may still be out there, with my 
first attempt at script doctoring penciled in. 
Who can say? 


PAGE 569 

Smoke the Magnificent and his Lovely Assis- 
tant are both members of Sylvan clan. Sylvans 
have odd talents for what they call magic. This 
is smoke sculpture, a mostly useless form of 
psychokinesis. Smoke particles drifting in the 
air are easy to manipulate. 


Many of the references 一 light making a statue 
blink, the library book—these are references 
to a Studio Ghibli movie called Whisper of the 
Heart. Japanese anime. A beautifully plotted 
exercise in serendipity and “real” magic. If you 
can get past the John Denver song that serves 
as a theme, it's amazing. 


PAGE 570 

“Scepticism is the chastity of the intellect, and 
it is shameful to surrender it too soon or to 
the first comer: there is nobility in preserving it 
coolly and proudly through a long youth, until 
at last, in the ripeness of instinct and discre- 
tion, it can be safely exchanged for fidelity and 
happiness.” George Santayana, Scepticism 
and Animal Faith, IX. 


Why is Lynne, of all people, applying lipstick? 
Over a five o'clock shadow? Well...he's a 
complicated person. He imagines this is some- 
thing Jaeger would never do in a million years. 


PAGE 571 

Marcie's Medawar side comes out. Medawars 
are really solid, practical, rolled-up-sleeves 
kind of people. If she can't have “magic,” 
which, since it exists on a shaky foundation 
of mood, must be delicately danced around, 
she'll pitch in and learn the hands-on stuff. 


PAGE 572 

See? Screech owl. I'd had this job in mind for 
her for a long time. Marcella Grosvenor, queen 
of the Silver Scream. The kind of person who's 


just a footnote on movie history, known only to 
serious collectors of trivia. 


PAGE 573 

Panel 3. Yes, the lady in leopard skins is actu- 
ally Marcie's grandfather, Terry Ellis Lockhart. 
Llaveracs love female fashion, in clothing and 
in skin. 


PAGE 574 
“Daughter-of-war” is a literal translation of 
Marcella, Marcie's full name. 


A tarn is an alpine lake formed by glaciation. 
They're usually round. Bronze Age people would 
throw in weapons, jewelry, bones, bodies, 
whatever tribute or libation seemed fitting. Like 
fountains in malls, | suppose; people can't 
resist throwing in a penny and making a wish. 


Yes, okay, fine; the warrior goddess at the 
deep end of the pool did come from youthful 
late-night viewings of Heavy Metal on HBO. So 
kill me. 


PAGE 576 

This armor is fetishistic and rather impracti- 
cal, but hey, it's her fantasy. Let the kid have 
some fun. 


PAGE 577 
Note that Marcie has removed her glasses for 
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her bounce down these dark stairs. For those 
who are not nearsighted, this increases a feel- 
ing of...dissociation, a sensation of floating. 
You can't quite see where you're going, so 
you'd better know the territory intimately. 


Panel 3. This frustration 一 mood broken, story 
gone 一 was described by a pen pal as the 
GODDAMNFUCKSHITS. Yep. That's basically it. 
It's the bitch slap of the muse. 


PAGE 578 
Go read The Color of Light by William Gold- 
man. Then I'll discuss this page. 


PAGE 579 
That hideous drawing is one of mine, circa age 
five. No, you may not look at it. Ever. 


Panel 7. This is a teenaged Medawar огдепу. 
They don't all become full-fledged doctors or 
nurses, but they all receive a lot of medical 
training. They're all expected to learn from 
their mistakes. This girl made a pretty dumb 
mistake. 


PAGE 580 

Then the Medawar girl compounded it by 
freaking out. She could easily have done what 
Marcie does to get Brigham off of her. She'll 
have quite a lecture waiting for her when she 
has to explain the condition of her arm back at 
the hospital. 


PAGE 581 

The sphinxes come from The Neverending 
Story, and from the New York Public Library 
(since | couldn't use their lovely lions). The 
Palace of Memory is not a public library. It's 
the private property of a very aristocratic fam- 
ily, the Ambersons, whose name is a tribute to 
Orson Welles. 


PAGE 582 

Practicality and fantasy fistfight in Heaven. You 
can't do good work without making a balance 
between them. Not a balance so much as an 
engine. 


PAGE 583 

Bottom left—an eBook is a file. That object is 
an eBook Reader™ (as well as a day planner 
and heaven knows what all). It happens to 
come with new books already loaded. On the 
bottom right are the small chips containing 
more books that can be loaded into the reader. 
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The object in panel 2 is a cardboard dust jack- 
et for an eBook Reader”, originally designed 
to protect such things from scratches, but sold 
in the zillions as accessories. 


PAGES 584-585 

Okay, yes, | actually did this. | blew a day do- 
ing this. But mine was still there when | went 
back for it. 


PAGE 587 

The cut-open-to-reveal-deeper-self also comes 
from The Voyage of the Dawn Treader. Inside 
the dragon thing is Marcie's loony Cthulhoid 
father. Inside the loony father is Brigham back 
when he wasn't apparently loony. When you 
can't really have him Баск... he's worse than 
the dragon. 


PAGE 588 
He quiets when she picks him up. Just as he 
Used to do when she was the child. 


PAGE 589 
Yes, my book is still empty. 


PAGE 590 

| have two lamps in my studio. | see this 
double shadow when | work. The idea of using 
this image, the moment before creation, came 
directly from Oscar in Dave Sim's Jaka's Story. 
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“COMPLETELY FA$CINATING.” 


一 Warren Ellis (Transmetropolitan, Red) 


to present the first four story arcs of Carla Sp 
breaking series 一 including fan-favorite Talisman: 


that gave the 
original Star Wars and Dune their depth” 
— Salon.com 
DarkHorse.com 
darkhorseoriginals | gros, 


